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3210 Liberty Way 

McKeesport, PA  15133 
 

+ 
 

Saint Michael (StM) 
101 McLay Drive 

Elizabeth, PA  15037 
 

+ 
 

Queen of the Rosary (QoR) 
530 Michigan Avenue 
Glassport, PA  15045 

 

July 18, 2021 

Looking For A Faith Community? 
Wherever you are on your faith journey, we welcome you to join our community. 

You may register by calling the Administration Center. 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
1640 Fawcett Ave.  White Oak, PA  15131 

Pre-3, Pre-4, Kindergarten, First-Eighth Grade 
School Office  412-672-2360 

Webpage:  www.maryofnazarethschool.org 
 

The Pittsburgh Catholic is now Online. 
thepittsburghcatholic.wpccomstating.com 

Faith Formation 

Adult - Children - Youth 

101 McLay Drive 

Elizabeth, PA  15037 

Phone  412-754-0886 

Email: faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

Festival Flea Market 
Drop-off  — July 19 - 23, 2021 

6:00 - 8:00 pm 
at St. Eugene Church, Fr. Rowan Hall. 
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Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Infants & Children 
Baptism is a joyous event in the life of the 
church. Baptism is celebrated any Sunday 
after Mass. Parents are required to 
attend a Pre-Baptism Class. 

Previous arrangements are necessary. 
 

Instruction in the Faith - R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program is offered for those interested in 
the Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Wagner. 
 

Reconciliation 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday,  7 - 7:30 pm 
 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  11-11:30 am 

 

Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
Saturday,  1-1:30 pm 

 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  3:15-3:45 pm  

 

St. Eugene Church, Liberty 
Saturday,  5:15-5:45 pm 

 

Marriage 
The prospective bride and groom are to 
make arrangements with the priest or 
deacon at least 6 months prior to the 
proposed date of the wedding. Diocesan 
regulations require all couples to attend 
an approved pre-marriage preparation 
program. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated 
communally on the Second Sunday of the 
Month. 
 

Ministry to the Sick and Shut In 
Homebound members of the Parish 
should call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements to receive Holy Communion 
at home. 
 

Sponsorship Forms 
Only registered, practicing, fully-initiated 
Catholics are eligible for sponsor 
certificates. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Information Deadline 
2 weeks in advance of publish date. 
elizabethsalleghenybulletin@gmail.com 
 

Moving 
Please call or email your new address to 
the Parish Office. 
 

Child Abuse Hotline   1-888-808-1235 

 Mass Intentions For The Week 
 

StE  St. Eugene Church, Liberty      StM  St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
 

QoR  Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
 

July 18 - 25, 2021 
 

Saturday, 17, Vigil, 16th Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StM   4:00 pm T Dante & Mariam Marraccini - Dan & Nancy Pavlic 
 

StE   6:00 pm M Sam & Norma Millice - Family 
 

Sunday, 18, 16th Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StE   8:00 am M Maria Plan - Melvyn & Elena Plan 
 

StM   9:00 am T George Naperatz - Wife, Carol & Family 
 

QoR 10:30 am M John & Anna Caspero - Carl 
 

StM 12 Noon  T Living & Deceased Members of the Parish Family 
 

Monday, 19, Weekday 
14QoR   8:30 am  Mary Slafka - Parish Family 
 

Novena - Infant of Prague 
 

StM   9:00 am  Wayne & Helen Piggford-70th Wedding Anniversary – Children 
 

Tuesday, 20, Weekday 
 

StM   9:00 am  Georgia Gentile - Michael & Judy Andresky 
 

StE   6:30 pm  Deceased Members of the Curcio Family - Family 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions - 7:00 - 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, 21, Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Dom Capozzoli - Louise Phillips & Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Linda Booth – J & R 
 

Thursday, 22, Mary Magdalene 

 

StE   8:30 am  Donald Puckey - Pam Pucky 
 

StM   9:00 am  Don Geletko - Family & Friends 
 

Friday, 23, Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Norbert Piekut - Judy McCracken 
 

StM   9:00 am  Anthony Barr - Sister, Becky 
 

Saturday, 24, Vigil, 17th Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StM   4:00 pm M Living & Deceased Members of the Parish Family 
 

StE   6:00 pm T Anthony Sitko - Arlene Stanczak 
 

Sunday, 25, 17th Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StE   8:00 am T Raymond O’Neill - Melvyn & Elena Plan 
 

StM   9:00 am M Darla Pohodich - Dennis Pohodich 
 

QoR 10:30 am T John Jaskulski, Jr - Family 
 

StM 12 Noon  M Jim & Ruth Chomas-70th Wedding Anniversary - Family 
 

Low Gluten Hosts available - please see Priest before Mass. 

Altar Bread & Wine, Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Lamp 
St. Eugene: Sanctuary Lamp burns for Blessings & Health 

for Shirley Hoak from the Ladies of Charity. 
St. Michael: Sanctuary Lamp burns for Blessings & Health 

for Jim & Johann Franciscus from the Ladies of Charity. 
Queen of the Rosary: Sanctuary Lamp burns for Blessings & Health  

for Fiore & Patricia DiMarco from the Ladies of Charity 
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16th Sunday in Ordinal Time 
July 18, 2021 

   There’s an ordinary pine 
grove located on a tree farm 
not too far from town where 
life’s stresses and demands 
seem to melt away. It is here 
that all that seemed so 

important out there no longer is and one can get lost in the 
rows of trees and majestic beauty. God is here and all is 
good. We need to connect with the Divine Source of all 
that is in order to understand what it is we are doing and 
why we are doing it. Otherwise, things stop making sense 
and bitterness can overcome one’s spirit. It’s okay to play 
once in a while and to discover that place of profound life 
and peace. People always have needs and there is 
constantly something to do. And while all of that is 
necessary and we are needed, there is also that inner 
solitude within that needs to be celebrated and released. 

   We all need a pine grove. It’s that little place we can go 

and leave all that consumes us behind. It’s a place where 

technology can be set aside and wonder, and awe given 

some time. We don’t have to text, calculate, or orchestrate 

anything in the pine grove. It is a somewhat deserted place 

where all of that can be set aside and we can just be. The 

anger, frustration, exhaustion, discouragement, 

helplessness, and occasional apathy, all can fall to the 

ground like all of those pine needles that once held their 

place on the branch of a Frasier Fir. The needles can let 

go. We can let go. We are beings connected with Being 

and we all need to remember what really matters, who 

really matters and what life is truly all about. We need to 

find that place where we can rest and let go of all of the 

barnacles we accumulate. Rest, breathe, seek, and love. 

   The world will need us again when we leave the pine 

grove. It will all be waiting for us, beckoning for our 

attention. But we will have prayed and will have marveled 

at the silence and the beauty of goodness. We can go 

back, ready, and eager to listen, to help, to heal, to cry, to 

embrace, and attend to all that is asked of us. But, having 

let go of the distractions in that deserted place we will have 

a renewed sense of purpose. We will know better Who it is 

we serve and what we are meant to do. It will all be clearer 

now that we have been Divinely touched and refreshed. 

©LPi 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want.  —Psalm 23 

Pastoral Staff 
Clergy Team 
Reverend Thomas A. Wagner, Pastor 
Reverend Miroslaus A. Wojcicki, Senior Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Dale J. DiSanto, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Jeffrey P. Formica, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Stephen C. Pikula, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John E. Ragan, Permanent Deacon 
 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Lynda McFarland, Principal, 412-672-2360 
 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
 Adult - Children - Youth 
Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
 

Music Ministry      Pastoral Secretary 
Celeste Cafasso      Jan Kunkel 
Carol Gioia       Amy Megahan 
Pamela Whitney 
 

Facilities        Business Manager & 
Tony Hutskow      Safe Environment 
Kevin Hopkins      Jeannie Premozic 
Darla Losteter 
Patricia Muic 
 

Advisory Councils 
Pastoral Council 

Jack Ferko, Facilitator  Patty Smith, Co-Facilitator 
Zac Allan, Scribe 

 Glenn Bonczek  Vickie Budd    Elaine David 
 Eric Davis   Denise DeCapria  Anne Laychak 
 Michael Ksiazek  Leah Meek    Brian Phillips 
 

Finance Council 
Judy Zajicek, Facilitator  Patricia Palmer, Co-Facilitator 

Barry Bisogni, Scribe 
 Kay Callear   Loretta Dabruzzo  Val McCarthy
 Sandy Palmer  Judy Shriane    Donald Similo 

We remember . . . In your charity, 
please remember all those who have died, 

especially: Dorothy Graboski, Frances Mehalcik, 
mother of Mary Mattis, all who will die today, 
and those who have no one to pray for them. 

Resting in Paradise. 
Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord. 

May Perpetual Light Shine Upon Them. 

July Rosary Intention 
We pray that, in social, economic 
and political situations of conflict, 

we may be courageous and passionate architects 
of dialogue and friendship. 
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Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   If we were to use one word to describe the scriptures for 
today, it would be compassion. In Jeremiah, God rails 
against those who have scattered the sheep, and vows to 
gather the remnant personally. We also hear the 
prophecy about the coming Messiah. In Ephesians, Christ 
is breaking down the walls of division between peoples 
and drawing them to be reconciled with God in peace. In 
Mark, Jesus calls the tired disciples away to rest and have 
some “me time,” but even then the crowds persisted. 
Jesus saw their spiritual hunger and neediness and was 
moved with pity. All three situations involve looking 
beyond one’s own agenda to see the needs of others and 
respond. God models how to empathize with others. May 
we continue to learn to be kinder, gentler, and more caring 
for each other.     Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

Feast of Faith: The Prayer Over the Offerings 
   In the liturgy of the 1570 Missal, this prayer was called 
the secret prayer. It was secret not because its content 
was mysterious, but because it was prayed in silence by 
the priest, who only recited the conclusion aloud: . . . per 
omnia saecula saeculorum. With the reforms of the 
Second Vatican Council, we again hear these rich prayers 
spoken aloud. They remind us to prepare ourselves for 
what is to happen in the Eucharistic Prayer, for it is not 
only the bread and wine that will be transformed. 
   The Prayer Over the Offerings is a prayer for 
transformation, an expression, in a few words, of all that 
we hope that the liturgy will accomplish in our lives. 

We ask God to accept the gifts we present, 
and to change us 

even as God hallows the bread and wine. 
As we listen carefully to the Prayer Over the Offerings, we 
are reminded of what it is that we seek in the Eucharist: 
• to be made holy; 
• to be drawn closer to God; 
• to come to eternal joy, unity, peace, and salvation. 

—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Marriage Moments   by Susan Vogt 

   Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and 
rest awhile (Mark 6:31). Sometimes vacations can be busy 
and full of visiting people. That’s not bad, but is your 
marriage in need of some quiet time away together - just 
by yourselves? 
 

God Within  —St. John of the Cross 
God dwells in a secret and hidden way in all souls, 

in their very substance, for if God did not, 
they could not exist at all. 

The Days Are Coming 
   Separation, isolation, and hostility are terrible things. 
We are, sadly, too familiar with all of them in our modern 
life, whether we look at world events or events in our own 
neighborhoods and families. All three readings today refer 
to these same sad human conditions. 
   The prophet Jeremiah describes world conditions as if 
the people of his time were sheep who had been scattered 
by poor leadership and corrupt shepherds. But the days 
are coming, he assures us (Jeremiah 23:5), when a new 
shepherd, a just king, will come. We meet that king in the 
second reading and the Gospel. Paul reminds us in the 
Letter to the Ephesians that all divisions can now cease in 
Christ Jesus, who has brought us together through his 
blood. In Mark’s Gospel we see Jesus himself, looking with 
pity on those searching for him as if they were sheep 
without a shepherd.     Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Everyday Stewardship -  
Recognize God in Your Ordinary Moments 

The Steward’s Work Is Never Done 
   Woe to the shepherds who mislead and scatter the flock! 
When you hear these strong words from the Old 
Testament, you’re probably thinking, thank goodness I 
don’t have any sheep — dodged that bullet. Nobody 
misled here! No flock scattered on my watch! However, we 
are all shepherds of a kind, called to tend our own 
sheep: our families, our parishes, our communities. 
   But it’s exhausting. Don’t we all sometimes just want to 
take a break from being a steward? The excuses are so 
familiar: we’re tired, we’ve done enough, we’ve given all 
we can, what more does the parish (or my spouse, or my 

kids, or my boss, or my friends, or my community) want? We 
give ourselves permission to be selfish. So, what if the 
flock scatters just a little? 
   Jesus gets that. We can just imagine him weary with 
exhaustion, can’t we? We see him on his boat, attempting 
to sneak away for a quick break — maybe just a chance to 
eat a bite of food in peace. He is God, but he was still 
human, after all. Even the most dedicated shepherds need 
to sleep. But people couldn’t leave him alone. They were 
hungry for him. They needed what he could offer, and they 
needed it now. 
   As tough as it is, that’s the example we are tasked with 
imitating. Everyday Stewardship demands accountability. It 
demands our showing up even when we are tired. It 
demands that we look at our lives, our time, our energies, 
our talents, our hearts, our bank accounts and think: where 
do I still have more to give?  Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS   ©LPi 
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Time For A Team Meeting 
   In last week’s Gospel, Jesus sent the apostles out two 
by two. Today we see him bringing them back together, 
reporting all they had done and taught. A lot has 
happened between then and now and in this time the 
disciples experienced many things. They would have 
grown in their ministry and their ability to heal and preach, 
but they probably also ran into frustrating times and 
encountered their limitations as human beings. If human 
nature prevailed, their partners were driving them nuts! So 
now after all this sharing, Jesus called for some balance in 
their lives. It was time to come away and rest. Between 
family and friends and social media, many of us have lost 
this ability to be by ourselves as we have become 
accustomed to filling every day and every moment with 
distractions. Perhaps one of the gifts and challenges of 
sheltering in place these last months is that we 
celebrated moments of joy and hope and peace but were 
also forced to listen to and name those voices of anger, 
loneliness, and fear.     Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Well Laid Plans 
   It is important to have balance in our lives, and Jesus 
was indeed was trying to teach this to the Apostles, but 
when they got to their intended place of repose, they 
encountered so many people Jesus was filled with 
compassion. No doubt he went about feeding them 
spiritually and physically; it would have been important for 
him to be hospitable. But at some point in time, I’m 
guessing that he still pulled the apostles aside and told 
them Okay, people are settled now, so let’s leave all 
the excitement, delegate the job to somebody else, 
and find some peace and quiet. None of us is any good 
at our prayer, our ministries, our lives, unless we take the 
time to find the quiet and go back to replenish our own 
wells. There is no way we can give to others unless we do. 
That is why we return to church each week, to rest and be 
nourished and renewed. And none of us is so important 
that we can’t take time away to take care of ourselves. 
So be gentle with yourself and with others this week. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

A Family Perspective   by Bud Ozar 

   In today’s gospel the apostles gathered around and 
told Jesus all they had done. Listening allows the other 
person to express, understand and appreciate their 
experiences. Whether it is the excited chatter of young 
child or the repetitious stories of an aging grandparent, 
listening is important. It is not just time well spent, it is 
sacred time. 

Mary Garden Beautification Project 
   The Mary Garden Beautification 
Project is being inspired by our parish 
Youth Group. The Mary Garden 
Project is being planned for the right 
side of Saint Michael Church (Bell 

Tower Side). 
   Currently there are a few different options, (a new 
Virgin Mary statue, stone & concrete work, water 
feature, various plants & flowers) and your thoughts 
and ideas about what should be done within that 
space are valuable and important. 
   Also anyone with landscape design experience 
and is willing to assist with the planning and 
preparation of the layout of the garden would be 
greatly appreciated. This will be an extensive 
facelift to the church grounds. 
   All support, time, talent, and treasure, for the 
Mary Garden Project will be greatly appreciated. 
   If you have any ideas or suggestions or would like 
to volunteer your time, talent, and treasure to this 
Mary Garden Project, 

please email the Faith Formation office at 
213FaithForm@gmail.com 

or call 412-754-0886. 
Please keep the Mary Garden Project 

in your prayers. 
Thank you for your support and prayers. 

May God Bless Our Service Personnel 
   We pray for and remember our Service Men 
and Women who are serving on active duty in 
the Armed Services, especially: Cpl. Peter A. 

Barrante, USMC; Maj. Damian Baskerville, USAF; Col. 
Richard Collage, PA NG; Staff Sgt. Nicholas DeLuca, Army; 
Ens. David DeMaio, USCG; Capt. Craig Dolhi, Army; Capt. 
Anthony Formica, Army; Jacob Formica, E-4, Army; 2nd Lt. 
John Formica, Army; SPC Samuel Formica, Army National 
Guard; Capt. Markus Gibson, USMC; 2ndLt. Miles Gibson, 
USMC; PO2. Mason Gibson, USN; T/Sgt. Michael Goodman, 
USAF; Lt. Col. James Hock, Army; E5 Sgt. Brian Imundo, 
Army; Sgt. Russ Langley, Marines; Staff Sgt. Raymond 
Massung, Jr., USAF; Sgt. First Class William Nellis, Army; 
Staff Sgt. Timothy Oeler, USAF; LTJG. Timothy Ragan, 
USN; Amn. Stephanie A. Reichenbach, USAF; PFC David R. 
Saunders, Army National Guard; Sgt. Brandon R. Smith, 
USAF Pararescueman; Amn. Adam Stitt, USAF; Capt. 
Andrew Tkac, Army. 

Thank you for your service! 
May We Never Forget . . . Freedom is Never Free! 

 

May God Bless Our Health Care Workers 
and All First Responders. 

mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com


 

 

Read the Bible. 
Pray over Sacred Scripture. 

You can keep whatever you find. 

Faith Formation 
Adult - Children - Youth 

Religious Education 
 

101 McLay Drive    Elizabeth, PA  15037 
412-754-0886 

 

Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
 

Email: faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 
 

Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
 

Amanda: k6ff@joachimandannediopitt.org 
 

Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
 

youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 
 

Facebook: Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
 

Living Stones of  God’s House  
—1 Peter 2:4-5   

Pre-Baptism Class 
 

 Are you expecting? Is this your first child? 
 

   Pre-Baptism Class is for expectant parents and 
Godparents or anyone who is seeking a Catholic 
Baptism for their child. 

Pre-Baptism Class - Deacon Dale DiSanto 
Thursday, September 9, at 7:00 pm 

St. Michael Meeting Room 
Grandparents are also welcome at these classes. 

   Please register by calling the Faith Formation - 
Religious Education office, 412-754-0886 or 
emailing 213FaithForm@gmail.com. 
   Prior to scheduling a Baptism, parents need to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Seminar. 

For more information about Youth Group, 
or registering for notifications please email 

youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 
or call Mrs. Formica, 412-754-0886 
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Faith, Fellowship and Food Summer Series 
   Join us in a lively and practical series in which we further 
discover our Life in Christ. The Summer topics are: 

Life in Christ - Who is Jesus?, Salvation History, 
Holy Spirit, Beatitudes, and today’s challenges. 

Tuesday Evening 6:45-9:00 pm 
Saint Michael Archangel Hall 

July 20, August 17 
The evening will include prayer & song, presentation, 
facilitator led discussion. Sessions are conducted in a 
spirit of community; all are welcome. 

For information, please call Sue, 412-754-0886 

Bereavement Ministry 
 

This group, led by Deacon Dale DiSanto, is for people 
who have lost a loved one and are experiencing grief. 

This is a Support Group, not counseling. 
 

Thursday Afternoon 
Saint Michael, Meeting Room - 1:00-2:30 pm 

Please RSVP to Jan, 412-751-0663 
so that we may prepare materials. 

If you need assistance in moving through your grief, 
this is an ongoing way to be supported during this difficult 
time. The weekly session begins with suggested topics, 
open discussion and ends with prayer. 

Parenting Pointers   by Susan Vogt 

   Do your kids spend too much time on the computer? Of 
course the internet can be a font of helpful knowledge, but 
it can also steal family time. Do you have family friendly 
computer rules, like only after jobs are done and no more 
than x hours a day? 

Candidates for Sacraments should be adequately 
prepared to receive these gifts, and a proper understanding 
of the Sacrament should be gained and demonstrated. 
Generally, two (2) consecutive years of instruction is 
necessary for the reception of the Sacraments of Holy 
Communion and Confirmation for children & youth. 

Fall Pre-Cana Program 
If you are planning planning weddings, 

especially Winter, Spring & Summer 2022. 
St. Michael - Archangel Hall, McLay Drive, Elizabeth 

Saturday, TBD, 9:00 am-3:30 pm 
Registration $50.00 per couple 

(includes materials & lunch) 
Pre-Registration is necessary. Please call Julie 

In the Faith Formation Office, 412-754-0886 
or email faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org. 

mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com


 

 

Invest just five minutes a day, 
and your faith will deepen 
and grow—a day at a time 

Sunday, July 18; 16th Sunday in Ordinal Time 
Jeremiah 23:1-6; Ephesians 2:13-18; Mark 6:30- 34 

Help others find their way—What makes you sad? For Jesus, 
the ignorance that governs so many lives is the saddest sight 
there is. Even when he was personally exhausted, shepherd-
less masses awakened in Jesus the desire to offer guidance. 
Today, our Jewish friends memorialize their saddest day, Tisha 
B'av, the day when the Jerusalem Temple was destroyed not 
just once, but twice in history. The despair of being without 
moorings is acute for any displaced people. Consider offering 
aid to today's refugees to help them find their way. When 
[Jesus] disembarked and saw the vast crowd, his heart was 
moved with pity for them. 
 

Monday, Jul 19; Weekday 
Exodus 14:5-18; Matthew 12:38-42 

Read deeply—Sacred scripture is the living word of God, and 
the ancient monastic practice of lectio divina (Latin for divine 

reading) is a contemplative way of conversing with it. It involves 
four basic steps: lectio (reading), meditatio (meditation), oratio 
(prayer), and contemplatio (contemplation). By narrowing in on 
certain passages, reading them slowly and repeatedly, noticing 
what stirs you, and reflecting prayerfully on it, you can grow 
closer in personal relationship with God. To learn more about 
lectio divina, read Open Heart, Open Mind by Trappist monk 
Father Thomas Keating, O.C.S.O. Teacher, we wish to see a 
sign from you. 
 

Tuesday, Jul 20; Weekday 
Exodus 14:21—15:1; Matthew 12:46-50 

Special needs evoke special support—On this day in 1968, 
the first Special Olympics took place in Chicago. The 
brainchild of Eunice Kennedy Shriver—devout Catholic, sister of 
President John F. Kennedy, and tireless advocate for people 
with intellectual disabilities. Shriver’s husband, Sargent 
Shriver—as a Knight of Columbus— encouraged the Knights to 
support the cause, not only of Special Olympics but of what’s 
become the Knights’ annual Tootsie Roll Drive to raise funds 
for people with intellectual disabilities. Visit the National 
Catholic Partnership on Disability to become a better 
advocate for people with disabilities and their families.  
Whoever does the will of my heavenly Father is my brother, 
and sister, and mother. 
 

Wednesday, Jul 21; Weekday 
Exodus 16:1-5, 9-15; Matthew 13:1-9 

Choose wisely and well—Good preachers know that if they tell 
a story as part of a sermon, their people are more likely to 
remember the message. Such preachers take their lead from 
the master storyteller. Jesus used stories, often parables with a 
lesson, to help listeners then and now understand what really 
matters in his Father’s kingdom. As the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church reminds us, the simple images of the 

parables . . . confront the hearer with a radical choice 
(about) entering the kingdom of God. Do not get lost in the 
details, but rather see the choice the stories provide. Will you be 
the seed that grows in good earth? Or will you die among the 
thorns? Choose love and bear much fruit. But some seed fell 
on rich soil, and produced fruit. 
 

Thursday, Jul 22; Mary Magdalene 
Song of Songs 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 

Grace under pressure—Mary Magdalene is often referred to 
as Apostle to the Apostles. The gospels attest to the fact that 
she did not abandon Christ on the cross, and in several gospel 
accounts she is the first witness to the Resurrection, bringing 
the news to the other apostles. Despite her loyalty and stature, 
ironically she is not mentioned in the Holy Week liturgies. 
However, the church in 2016 set a feast day in her honor. On 
that feast today, reflect on your own loyalty to Christ: Can you 
be unwavering even under pressure, as was Mary Magdalene? 
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, I 
have seen the Lord. 
 

Friday, Jul 23, Bridget, religious 
Exodus 20:1-17; Matthew 13:18-23 

Love, embodied—It’s great to have a deep connection with 
another person no matter what kind of relationship it may be. 
Birgitta Petersson (later known as Bridget of Sweden) found this in 
Ulf Gudmarsson, whom she married while both were very 
young. Early on in their relationship they were focused on 
raising a family of eight with each maintaining a job outside the 
home. Their relationship and love grew over time with each 
other and with God. A major bonding experience came when 
together they made a pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela, a 
popular religious destination in northwestern Spain. Years later 
when Ulf died, Birgitta reportedly said that she had loved him 
like my own body. Take time to strengthen the bonds of your 
own loving relationships. The seed sown on rich soil is the 
one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed 
bears fruit. 
 

Saturday, Jul 24; Sharbel Makhluf, priest 
Exodus 24:3-8; Matthew 13:24-30 

A quiet mystic speaks to our age—Sharbel Makhlūf (1828-98) 
was a Maronite monk and priest in Lebanon, renowned for his 
quiet holiness. On the occasion of his beatification in 1965, the 
Eastern Catholic hermit was described by Saint Pope Paul VI as 
a new, eminent member of monastic sanctity, who through 
his example and his intercession is enriching the entire 
Christian people. In the midst of busy, noisy life, make some 
time to hear the still, quiet voice. Recite the Jesus Prayer 
revered by the Eastern Church for centuries, now gaining 
adherents in the West, including Saint Pope John Paul II, who 
compared the meditative quality of the Jesus Prayer to the 
Rosary: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, 
a sinner. If you pull up the weeds you might uproot the 
wheat along with them. Let them grow together until 
harvest.     Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. 
For more information about TAKE FIVE go to PrepareTheWord.com. 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Knights of Columbus will meet on 
Monday, August 2, 2021 at 7:30 pm 
in the St. Michael - Meeting Room. 

 

Catholic Men’s Fellowship will meet on  
Saturday, July 24, 2021 at 7:00 am  

In the St. Michael Church - Meeting Room. 
 

Rosary Makers will meet on 
Monday, August 16, 2021 at 10:00 am 

In St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
 

Glassport Sons of Italy Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, July 25, 2021 - 12 Noon to 6:00 pm 

Homemade Gnocchi or Cheese Ravioli 
with Meatballs, Salad & Dessert 
Take-Out Only 412-673-3915. 

 

When Jesus saw the vast crowd, 
his heart was moved with pity for them, 
and he began to teach them many things. —Mark 6:30-34 

 

Faith Formation - Youth Group T-Shirt - Order Form 
 

Please Print 
 

Name  ______________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________________________________ 
 

Adult: Small ____  Medium ____  Large ____  X Large ____ 2XLarge ____ 
 

Youth: Small ____  Medium ____  Large 
 

______ (Number of T-Shirts) X $10 (per T-Shirt) = ____________ 
 

Please place Order Form in an envelope marked 
Youth Group T-Shirt with your Payment 

and deposit in the collection. Thank You! 

Time, Talent, and Treasure — July 4, 2021 
 

   Weekly Offering    $  16,786 
 

   Monthly Offering    $    2,736 
 

   Religious Education   $       483 
 

   Children’s Offering   $          11.39 
 

 

July 11, 2021 
 

   Weekly Offering    $  12,108 
 

   Monthly Offering    $    1,346 
 

   Religious Education   $        302 
 

   Children’s Offering   $            4 
 

2021 Parish Share  $  5,942 
 

2021 Parish Share to Date  $112,795 
 

2021 Parish Share Goal  $137,788 
 

Thank You For Your Sacrificial Giving! 
 

Please make all checks payable to 
Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

 

Mass Attendance 
 

    4:00 pm 166 161  6:00 pm    88   93 
    8:00 am   69   75  9:00 am  168 169 
  10:30 am   88 121 12 Noon  124 122 
 

Families    1,855  Souls    4,588 

Weekend Retreat for Post-Abortion Healing 
August 13-15, 2021 at The Ark and the Dove 

Rachel’s Vineyard is a weekend retreat designed to 
address the emotional and spiritual wounds of abortion. 
The retreat begins at 1 pm on Friday. In a confidential and 
supportive atmosphere, the Rachel’s Vineyard team 
demonstrates God’s love, mercy, and forgiveness to 
women and men struggling in the aftermath of abortion. 

To register or for more information, 
call Toni Jester 412-352-5348, 
or email toniafj1@comcast.net. 

You can also visit our website www.rvofpgh.com  

Parish Bowling League 
The Parish Bowling League is looking 

for bowlers to join our Tuesday Evening Team. 
Tuesday Evening Bowling starts after Labor Day 

at AMF Bowling in Rostraver. 
Interested or for more information please call 

Paula, 412-384-0499. 

Saint Joachim and Anne Parish 
Faith Formation - Youth Group T-Shirt - Order Form 

T-Shirts are available for Adults & Youth — $10 
Complete the Order Form 

and place in the mail or collection basket. 
Please make checks payable to 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish. 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
 

Is Enrolling 
Students for 

Preschool — Grade 8. 
Call 412.672.2360 

to Speak to Someone 
about Enrollment. 

mailto:toniafj1@comcast.net


 

 

 

Benefits Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
We need your help . . . 
 

Try a chance at winning a total of 
$9,000 during the Community Festival. 

Thursday $2,000 & Friday $2,000 
Saturday $5,000 

 

$50 Early Bird drawing July 19, 26 & August 2 
 

July 12, 2021 Early Bird Drawing Winnier 
Jeff Wasak 

 

Each family is asked to either sell or purchase 
12 tickets (2 books of 6) for $50. Tickets are $5 each. 

Purchase 10 and get 2 tickets free. 
 

Thank You for your support! 

Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 
Annual Community Festival 2021 

August 5, 6, 7, 2021 
Fun  -  Food  -  Games 

3210 Liberty Way 
Liberty Boro 

Calling all Bakers 
We Need Your Gift of Time and Talent! 

Each night of the Festival the Bake Sale features  
your delicious homemade baked goods. 
Here are some favorites that sell very well 

at the bake sale: hand held items, such as cookies, 
brownies, cupcakes, rice krispy treats, etc.  
When choosing which favorite goodies to bake, 

please consider the heat of the summer.  
Drop off for baked goods: 

before 3PM, in Father Rowan Hall, 
after 3PM, at the bake sale booth. 

The baking is according to last name: 
A through I — Thursday Night 

J through Q — Friday Night 
R through Z — Saturday Night 
If you can’t bake on your night, 

we welcome your baked goods any night. 
Thank you! Your donations are appreciated! 
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More information or interested in being involved with the 
Parish Community Festival, call Cathy,  412-980-2918. 

 

Community Festival Specialty Baskets 
Time sure does fly by! 

Here it is, just a few short weeks away. 
A chance to showcase our super baskets. 

If you have new items at home that you have not yet 
placed in the baskets at the back of each church, please 
do it soon! We still need items to make as many baskets 
as we have had in previous years. Donate whatever you 
like, items that are on sale or clearance are fine. We will 
transform them into fabulous baskets. 
But if you need some ideas, here is a list: 
• Themed character items for children such as Cars, 

Barbie, princesses, Pokemon, super heroes, etc 
• Car care - sponges, buckets, wheel cleaners, etc 
• Item’s - tools, work gloves, etc. 
• Back to school items are always a big hit 
• Backyard barbecue/picnic items such as themed 

plates, small grills, grilling tools, etc. 
Please remember we can't do it without your help!! 

And as always, Thank You for your generosity in helping us 
to create 70+ baskets for each night of our festival in 
addition to our craft baskets and 3-night baskets. 

   Please note all basket donations need to be received by 
Sunday, July 25, 2021 to allow for preparation and sign-
making. All items received after that date will be held and 
used for future events. Thank You for your generosity! 

Community Festival 
Wheelbarrows of Cheer 

(Themes - USA, Day at the Beach and Backyard BBQ) 
One Wheelbarrow of Cheer will be raffled each night of our 

Community Festival. Donations are greatly appreciated. 
Sports, beach & summer, (coolers, beach chairs), all kinds 
of alcohol, wine, wine coolers, beer, soda, mixers, snack 
& party food items are all needed. 
Donation drop-off information: Mari Ann, 412-667-0297, 
or Cathy Esack Hair Styling Center, 412-672-8666, 
(during business hours). Please do not leave items if the 
shop is closed. Thank you for your generous support! 



 

 

Advance Festival Ride Tickets 
Five rides will be featured this year. 

We are offering a strip of 10 ride tickets 
at a discounted rate of $20.00. 
(Each ride takes one ticket) 

This discounted rate is only good for tickets 
purchased prior to the Festival. 

At the Festival, a strip of 10 tickets will be $25.00. 
(Individual ride tickets will cost $3.00/ ticket.) 

Advance tickets can be purchased at 
the Parish Office or Cathy Esack Hair Styling Center 

Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 
Annual Community Festival 2021 

August 5, 6, 7, 2021 
Fun  -  Food  -  Games 

Thank you! Thank you! 

For Donating Propane Tanks 
for our Community Festival 

Thank you for generosity and kindness! 

Festival Flea Market 
The Flea Market is in need of gently used, but loved 
items, that you may have found in your spring cleaning 
and would like to donate to the flea market. All donations 
must be in good working condition. The following items 
will not be accepted: clothing, draperies, tires, comput-
ers or broken electronics and unclean items. 
 

Drop-off  — July 19-23 
6:00 - 8:00 pm 

at St. Eugene Church, Fr. Rowan Hall. 
 

Treasures cannot be accepted prior to Drop-off Dates! 

Thank you for your treasures! 
 

Information call Pat, 412-377-8215 
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Attention All Crafters - It’s festival time! 
We need You and Your Skills and Talents for making 
afghans, floral arrangements, wreaths, pillows, fleece 
blankets, wood working, sports blankets/pillows and any 
other craft items that you can share for the craft baskets. 
For drop-off information, call Cathy, 412-980-2918. 

Crafts can also be donated during Flea Market drop-off 
times, July 19-23 from 6-8 pm. 

Thank you for sharing your skills and talents! 

Festival Flea Market Pre –Sale 
Admission $5.00 

Saturday, July 31, 2021 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Festival Volunteers Needed 
We need you!   On page 11 of the Bulletin is a 

Volunteer Form. Please check the areas where 
help is needed so we can function for the three days 
of the Festival, please choose an area where you are 
comfortable volunteering your time and talent. 
   If you don’t have a preference, the Food Booth is 
always in need of help, for morning & afternoon 
prep or working the booth or evening clean-up. 
   The Volunteer Team will be happy to assist you 
in finding just the right position for you. 

Help make this year's festival better than ever! 
Please join us for this week 

of fellowship, friendship building and fun! 
Hope to see you there! 

Information or questions, 

Email us: sjafestivalvolunteers@gmail.com 
or call or text Missy at 412-853-6463. 

Protecting Children, Youth, 
and Vulnerable Adults 

   Taking reasonable measures to assure that Church personnel 
comply with all required certifications and background checks 
for the purpose of providing a safe environment for children, 
youth, and vulnerable adults. 

Diocesan Database & Regulations for all Ministries 
   All parish staff and volunteers including: Faith Formation: 
Catechists & Aides, R.C.I.A. Team, Youth Ministry; Liturgical 
and Music Ministry: Adult Servers, Cantors, Choir, Eucharistic 
Ministers, Lectors, Ushers; Parish Organizations: Christian 
Mothers/Women’s Guild, Holy Name Society, Knight’s of 
Columbus, Ladies of Charity, Rosary Society; Fund Raising: 
Festival, Fish Fry, Fund-Raising Volunteers, etc. are required to 
be cleared in the following ways: 
1. Be registered on the Diocesan Data Base. 
2. Sign the Code of Pastoral Conduct. 
3. Be cleared by the Department of Public Welfare. 
4. Be cleared by the Pennsylvania State Police. 
5. Attend Protecting God’s Children Seminar. 
   The Protecting God’s Children Seminar (an online 3 hour 
seminar) is a requirement for all adults 18 years of age or older 
who are involved in the public ministry (work) of the church. 

For more information, questions, or to begin the process 
of certification, please call Jeannie, 412-751-0663 or 

email protect@joachimandannediopitt.org, 
Parish Safe Environment Coordinator. 



 

 

Saints Joachim and Anne Annual Community Festival 2021 
Volunteer Form 

We need you!   Please check the areas where help is needed so we can function for the three days 

of the Festival. Please choose an area where you are comfortable volunteering your time and talent. 
The Volunteer Team will be happy to assist you in finding just the right position for you. 

Help make this year's festival better than ever! 
Please join us for this week of fellowship, friendship building and fun! Hope to see you there! 

 

Please Print 
 

First name: ____________________________________  Last name: _______________________________________ 
 

Age:  12-13 _______   14-15 _______   16-17 _______  18 and up _______  Adult Senior _______ 
 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Telephone number: _____________________________ Email:____________________________________________ 
 

Volunteer for:  _______  Church/Community      _______  Youth Group      _______  Service Hours 
 

Please CHECK all that apply.  Thank you so much for your help! 
 

Before/After Festival: 
 

______  Booth set-up (Sunday, August 1, 9:00 am)    ______  Booth tear-down (Sunday, August 8, 9:00 am) 
 

______  Electrical set-up (Monday, August 2, 9:00 am)   ______  Flea Market Drop Off 
 

______  Flea Market set-up            ______  Flea Market tear-down/ Pack Up 
 

Areas for Volunteering: 
 

 ______  Anywhere I am needed         ______  Grounds 
 

 ______  Adult Games            ______  Kid’s Refreshments 
 

 ______  Adult Money Games (Chuck-O-Luck,     ______  Kitchen (Morning/Afternoon/Evening Shift) 
      Money Wheel, etc.)              (Food Prep, Washing Pots/Pans, etc.) 
 

 ______  Bale Sale              ______  Raffles, 50/50 (Walking Around) 
 

 ______  Bingo (Nightly)            ______  Security 
 

 ______  Children’s Game Area          ______  Substitute in any area (provide breaks) 
 

 ______  Flea Market (Festival Nightly)       ______  Ticket sales (Sitting at Table) 
 

 ______  Food Booth (Evening Shift) 
 

Availability for Volunteering: 
 

______  Each day; all evening         ______  5 - 11 pm - Saturday, August 7 
 

______  6 - 11 pm - Thursday, August 5      ______  10 pm - Saturday, August 7, tear-down 
 

______  6 - 11 pm - Friday, August 6       ______  Other  _________________ 
 

Thank you for supporting our Saints Joachim and Anne Community Festival 2021!  
We will do our best to accommodate your preference. 

Please return in the offertory basket or to the Administration Center. 
Email us: sjafestivalvolunteers@gmail.com or call or text Missy at 412-853-6463. 

 

**All volunteers 18 and older are required to be in compliance with PA State Law, USCCB, Diocese and Parish 
Safe Environment Policy. See volunteer requirements at https://www.diopitt.org/parish-volunteers  
Need assistance? Contact Jeannie at 412-751-0663 or email protect@joachimandannediopitt.org**  
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16th Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 

Be our defense against the wickedness 
and snares of the devil; may God rebuke him, 

we humbly pray; and do thou O Prince 
of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, 

thrust into hell Satan and all the other evil spirits 
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

 

Gathering Hymn: All Are Welcome 
 

1. Let us build a house where love can dwell 
And all can safely live, 

A place where saints and children tell 
How hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions,  
Rock of faith and vault of grace; 

Here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 

 

2. Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
And words are strong and true, 

Where all God's children dare to seek 
To dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 
And as symbol of God's grace; 

Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  
 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 

 

3. Let us build a house where love is found 
In water, wine and wheat: 

A banquet hall on holy ground, 
Where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
Is revealed in time and space; 

As we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 
 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 

 

Text: Marty Haugen, b.1950, © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc. 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading    Jeremiah 23:1-6 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 23 

Second Reading   Ephesions 2:13-18 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel      Mark 6:30-34 
 

Homily: Reflection of the Word 

Acknowledgements: 
Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation Year B (LPGA) 

WLP, J.S. Paluch Co. Glory, Holy, Memorial Acclamation, Amen, 
Lamb of God, Mass of Christ the Savior, Dan Schutte, OCP. 

All other material used as printed or public domain 
under onelicense.net A-720043 

Glory to God 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will, 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
 have mercy on us; you take away 
 the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Offertory Hymn: Shepherd of Souls 

Holy 
 

Mystery of Faith 
 

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we 
proclaim your Death, O Lord until you come again. 

 

Amen, Amen, Amen 

Prayer for On Mission for the Church Alive! 
 

Father of Mercy, as we journey 
On Mission for the Church Alive! endow us with 

your gifts of collaboration, courage and compassion. 
 

Help us to fulfill the mission of Jesus and His Church 
through vibrant parishes and effective ministries. 

Raise up selfless, energetic leaders 
to serve the Church in fidelity and with care. 

 

May we the Church of Pittsburgh in Allegheny, Beaver, 
Butler, Greene, Lawrence, and Washington counties, 

 be sustained and strengthened, by your grace. 
 

Help us to learn Jesus, to love Jesus and to live Jesus. 
Hear this prayer and grant it through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, with help of our dear Blessed Mother, 
under the mantle of her love. Amen. 

Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, 
 the Father almighty, maker of heaven  and earth, 
 of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the Only Begotten  Son of God, 
 born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 

All Bow. 
 

 and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
 and became man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
 he suffered death and was buried, 
 and rose again on the third day 
 in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
 to judge the living and the dead 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
 and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life of the world to come.    Amen  
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Lamb of God 
 

Communion Hymn: Gift of Finest Wheat 

Going Forth Hymn: The Church ‘s One Foundation 

Patriotic Rosary 
Monday Evening 

August 9, 2021 - 7:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church, Elizabeth, PA 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Rosary, Patriotic Hymns and Benediction 

   There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with 
Benediction to conclude the recitation of the Rosary. 
   The Patriotic Rosary will be prayed on the Second Monday 
of the Month. All are invited and most assuredly welcome! 

 

Mary, Queen of the Rosary, pray for us. 


