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+ 
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530 Michigan Avenue 
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August 1, 2021 

 

Looking For A Faith Community? 
Wherever you are on your faith journey, we welcome you to join our community. 

You may register by calling the Administration Center. 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
1640 Fawcett Ave.  White Oak, PA  15131 

Pre-3, Pre-4, Kindergarten, First-Eighth Grade 
School Office  412-672-2360 

Webpage:  www.maryofnazarethschool.org 
 

The Pittsburgh Catholic is now Online. 
thepittsburghcatholic.wpccomstating.com 

Faith Formation 

Adult - Children - Youth 

101 McLay Drive 

Elizabeth, PA  15037 

Phone  412-754-0886 

Email: faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

August 5, 6, 7, 2021 
Fun  -  Food  -  Games 

3210 Liberty Way, Liberty Boro 
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Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Infants & Children 
Baptism is a joyous event in the life of the 
church. Baptism is celebrated any Sunday 
after Mass. Parents are required to 
attend a Pre-Baptism Class. 

Previous arrangements are necessary. 
 

Instruction in the Faith - R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program is offered for those interested in 
the Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Wagner. 
 

Reconciliation 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday,  7 - 7:30 pm 
 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  11-11:30 am 

 

Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
Saturday,  1-1:30 pm 

 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  3:15-3:45 pm  

 

St. Eugene Church, Liberty 
Saturday,  5:15-5:45 pm 

 

Marriage 
The prospective bride and groom are to 
make arrangements with the priest or 
deacon at least 6 months prior to the 
proposed date of the wedding. Diocesan 
regulations require all couples to attend 
an approved pre-marriage preparation 
program. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated 
communally on the Second Sunday of the 
Month. 
 

Ministry to the Sick and Shut In 
Homebound members of the Parish 
should call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements to receive Holy Communion 
at home. 
 

Sponsorship Forms 
Only registered, practicing, fully-initiated 
Catholics are eligible for sponsor 
certificates. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Information Deadline 
2 weeks in advance of publish date. 
elizabethsalleghenybulletin@gmail.com 
 

Moving 
Please call or email your new address to 
the Parish Office. 
 

Child Abuse Hotline   1-888-808-1235 

 Mass Intentions For The Week 
 

StE  St. Eugene Church, Liberty      StM  St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
 

QoR  Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
 

August 1 - 8, 2021 
 

Saturday, 31, Vigil, 18th Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StM   4:00 pm T Eric D. Kaczkowski - Cheryl & Thad Kaczkowski 
 

StE   6:00 pm M Mario Molinaro - Wife, Joann & Family 
 

Sunday, August 1, 18th Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StE   8:00 am M Living & Deceased Members of the Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am T August & Maxine Gatto - Kitchen Crew 
 

QoR 10:30 am M Norbert Piekut - Kathy & Family 
 

StM 12 Noon  T Deceased of Mient, Wilson & Ziegler Families  - Don & Kathy 
 

Monday, 2, Weekday 
14QoR   8:30 am  Super Family - Gatchie Family 
 

Novena - Infant of Prague 
 

StM   9:00 am  Raymond Zecchini – Wife, Marlene 
 

Tuesday, 3, Weekday 
 

StM   9:00 am  Marjory Davis - Barry & Carolyn Bisogni  
 

StE   6:30 pm  Helen Petro - Partyka Family 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions - 7:00 - 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, 4, John Vianney, priest 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Kathleen Smedley - Terry Smedley & Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Larry LeDonne – Friends 
 

Thursday, 5, Weekday 

 

StE   8:30 am  George Vanscoy - Family/Friends 
 

StM   9:00 am  Florence Ocilka Sullivan - Parish Family 
 

Friday, 6,The Transfiguration of the Lord 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Mary Ann Gniazdowski - Husband, Edward 
 

StM   9:00 am  Richard Brendza - Paula & Maureen 
 

Saturday, 7, Vigil, 19th Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StM   4:00 pm M Walt Sedlock - Rhoda & Family 
 

StE   4:00 pm Festival Mass T Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

Sunday, 8, 19th Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StE   8:00 am T Mary T. Smith– Parish Family 
  

StM   9:00 am M John P. Nikolich - Maureen Fiore 
 

QoR 10:30 am T Nick Aquilante, Sr. - Linda & Family 
 

StM 12 Noon  M Ralph & Mary Farmerie - 60th Wedding Anniversary– Family 
Low Gluten Hosts available - please see Priest before Mass. 

Altar Bread & Wine, Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Lamp 
St. Eugene: Sanctuary Lamp burns in memory of 

Harold ‘Buzz’ Phillips from Louise & Family. 
St. Michael: Sanctuary Lamp burns for Blessings & Health 

for Wayne & Helen Piggford from Ladies of Charity. 
Queen of the Rosary: Sanctuary Lamp burns for Blessing & Health 

for Stan Kudla from Ladies of Charity. 
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18th Sunday in Ordinal Time 
August 1, 2021 

   You cannot see the forest for the 
trees is a widely known saying that 
can bring wisdom to our understanding 

of our journey. Often, our sight becomes limited to what is 
immediately before us. We lose touch with lessons and 
experiences from the past and promises and hope for the future. 
As human beings, we have the privilege of being able to choose 
things. What I like and don’t like, want, and don’t want can be 
major preoccupations of our minds and hearts. Our preferences 
and desires begin to define us more than the simple fact of our 
being. Who we are matters more than what we are or what we 
have. If we don’t move beyond the external and superficial stuff 
to what really is of essence, we risk becoming very unsettled, 
disorientated, angry, and unhappy. We fail to see the bigger 
picture of hope and promise that lies ahead and the Divine 
Presence that has sustained and carried us before. 

   We like it when the now time of our lives satisfy us. Even the 

people who witnessed Jesus feed the five thousand got 

confused and distracted. It felt good when thousands of people 

were able to eat. They wanted to know what they could do to 

get this to happen again! But Jesus quickly reminds them that 

this is not the point of this sign. As much as the now time of our 

lives is of concern, it is not what is ultimately important. We 

need to learn the difference between being and doing, drawing 

more strength from who we are and who God is rather than 

what is happening around us and the choices we can make. 

Jesus is the true bread that came down from heaven. Jesus is 

the very incarnate presence of God who sustains life and 

assures us that we will not perish. This is not easy to 

understand and feel. We have to practice being in the presence 

of ourselves, others, creation, and God. We are brought to a 

holy place when we encounter the sacredness of being. This is 

real prayer. 

   Then, we learn to trust. It is when we cease trusting that we 

start to become afraid, uncertain, apprehensive, and doubtful, 

and overly self-concerned. We even start to grumble. God has 

our back. That is the essential powerful message of the living 

bread come down from heaven. God, who is alpha is also 

omega, the beginning and the end, and has everything in 

between in his care as well. A woman once remarked that her 

most powerful God moment happened when she and her 

husband cuddled with their new baby for a time. Without 

exchanging words and using only the affection communicated 

through sight and touch, they rested in being with each other. 

This brought them to the sacred, where they realized that a 

greater Being was with them. It was real. They knew that they 

were part of something bigger, intimate, and profound. When we 

rest in the Living Source of life, we will find that our souls are no 

longer hungry or thirsty.          ©LPi 

Pastoral Staff 
Clergy Team 
Reverend Thomas A. Wagner, Pastor 
Reverend Miroslaus A. Wojcicki, Senior Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Dale J. DiSanto, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Jeffrey P. Formica, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Stephen C. Pikula, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John E. Ragan, Permanent Deacon 
 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Lynda McFarland, Principal, 412-672-2360 
 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
 Adult - Children - Youth 
Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
 

Music Ministry      Pastoral Secretary 
Celeste Cafasso      Jan Kunkel 
Carol Gioia       Amy Megahan 
Pamela Whitney 
 

Facilities        Business Manager & 
Tony Hutskow      Safe Environment 
Kevin Hopkins      Jeannie Premozic 
Darla Losteter 
Patricia Muic 
 

Advisory Councils 
Pastoral Council 

Jack Ferko, Facilitator  Patty Smith, Co-Facilitator 
Zac Allan, Scribe 

 Glenn Bonczek  Vickie Budd    Elaine David 
 Eric Davis    Denise DeCapria  Anne Laychak 
 Michael Ksiazek  Leah Meek    Brian Phillips 
 

Finance Council 
Judy Zajicek, Facilitator  Patricia Palmer, Co-Facilitator 

Barry Bisogni, Scribe 
 Kay Callear   Loretta Dabruzzo  Val McCarthy
 Sandy Palmer  Judy Shriane    Donald Similo 

We remember . . . In your charity, 
please remember all those who have died, 

especially: Frances Jaskolski, Mary Ann Stash, 
Deborah Boyce, sister of Cindy Hrizo, 

all who will die today, 
and those who have no one to pray for them. 

Resting in Paradise. 
Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord. 

May Perpetual Light Shine Upon Them. 

August Rosary Intention 
Let us pray for the Church, 

that she may receive from the Holy Spirit 
the grace and strength 

to reform herself in the light of the Gospel. 
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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinal Time 
   Today’s Gospel is a sequel to last week’s account of 
Jesus feeding a large crowd with five barley loves and a 
few fish. Here, Jesus is challenging the crowd to see in the 
bread they have eaten a sign of God’s generosity in 
providing for all the blessings in their lives, as well as the 
blessing of life itself. The first reading, from Exodus, 
recounts how the escaped Hebrew slaves were fed in the 
wilderness, first with quail, then with manna. The psalm is 
a later reflection on the manna as the bread from heaven 
and a blessing from God. The selection from the letter to 
the Ephesians sketches the image of putting away the “old 
self” and putting on the new, emphasizing that a person’s 
life in Christ needs to differ from their previous life, just as 
the life of a free person differs from that of a slave.  

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

Feast of Faith: The Preface: Thanksgiving 
   The preface of the Mass has been called a poem, the 
cry of joy and recognition, the song of the world 
discovering its salvation . . . the certitude of faith 
making hope spring forth (Philippe Béguerie, quoted in The 
Mass, Lucien Deiss, The Liturgical Press, Collegeville, MN, 1992, p. 

70). The preface takes up the last words of the dialogue, 
and expresses briefly and simply why we are grateful, why 
it is right and just to give thanks and praise to God. On 
feast days, the preface sings of the specific mystery or 
saint we celebrate; in Ordinal Time, the Sunday and 
weekday prefaces express our gratitude for God’s gift of 
the Son, Jesus Christ, in whom we have redemption and 
newness of life. The prefaces offer a succinct account of 
what God has done for us in Christ; they express the 
mystery of faith, always relating it to us, to our lives. By 
his birth we are reborn, we hear in Preface IV for 
Sundays in Ordinary Time. By his suffering we are freed 
from sin. By his rising from the dead we rise to 
everlasting life. Yes, we have cause to give God thanks 
and praise.  —Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

Marriage Moments   by Susan Vogt 

   Last Thursday, July 29, was Earth Overshoot Day - the 
day when we humans exhausted nature’s budget for 2021. 
But . . . we’re still alive. Good. Want to personalize this 
idea to your own home. 
Check out www.footprintcalculator.org to calculate your 
ecological footprint. 
 

GOVERNING OUR PASSIONS  —St. Dominic 

Whoever governs their passions is master of the world. 
We must either command them, or be commanded by them. 

It is better to be the hammer than the anvil. 

The Bread of Life 
Today’s Gospel has the crowd 
 asking Jesus three questions. 
• First, When did you get here, to which Jesus 

responds by rebuking them for their failure to grasp his 
miracle as a sign, an occasion to put faith in him. 

• Their second question about accomplishing the works 
of God has Jesus respond that faith is the work that 
God wishes. Many scholars believe this is John’s 
answer to the faith-works dichotomy emerging in the 
early Christian community. Faith is the work of God 
in the believer, John would have us understand. 

• The third question asked by the crowd is a request for 
a sign that would allow them to put faith in Jesus, as 
the manna in the desert allowed the Israelites to put 
faith in the Lord God. 

Jesus answers by revealing himself as the bread of life 
that comes down from heaven and gives life to the 
world.         Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Everyday Stewardship -  
Practicing Graciousness in the Desert 

   Looking back over my journey of parenthood, I know 
there were days when I traveled the extra mile for my 
children. I made their toast the way they like it, let them 
play in the park an extra ten minutes, or let them go to the 
movies with their friends and I finished up the chores on 
my own. And then, it happened: the attitude. The request 
for the smallest thing from one of them is met with disdain 
or bewilderment. 
   Sometimes you can be made breathless with the 
ingratitude of another person who takes so much and with 
so little shame, only to scoff at the idea that they, too, give 
even the smallest amount. 
   But if we’re being honest with ourselves, we will admit 
that we do the exact same thing to God. Haven’t we all 
been the Israelites in the desert at one point or another? 
God has parted our Red Sea in some way. He’s led us out 
of some great trial, given us some great blessings. But 
then we run into a little resistance somewhere along the 
way and we throw up our hands. How could you do this to 
us, Lord? How could you ask this of us? No, I can’t go any 
further. No, I won’t do any more.  
   Persisting in the blindness to the many ways God 
continues to protect us is nothing short of a temper 
tantrum. It robs our Everyday Stewardship of its 
graciousness, of our ability to accept with joy the trials of 
life because we are also constantly aware of its blessings. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi 
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Signs and Wonders? 
   Today’s Gospel continues into a second day the 
narrative that had begun the day before when, after 
crossing the lake to look for Jesus, a large crowd are fed 
with five barley loaves and two fish. The following day 
(today’s reading), after more lake crossings, the people who 
had been miraculously fed are again searching for Jesus. 
However, they do so (as Jesus puts it) not because you 
saw signs, but because you ate the loaves and were 
filled (John 6:6). 
   In John’s Gospel, the word sign has a distinct meaning. 
At the wedding at Cana, after telling how Jesus turned 
water into wine, the Evangelist notes Jesus did this as 
the beginning of his signs that revealed his glory, and 
his disciples began to believe in him (John 2:11). For 
John, signs are not just wonders to behold; they are about 
the revelation of God and a response of faith in Jesus.  

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Or maybe the sign is the wonder 
   When the crowd first arrives, Jesus notes that they had 
not appreciated the sign that he had already given; they 
are still focused on their physical hunger. When they ask 
for a sign, that we may see and believe in you (John 6:30), 
they refer to their ancestors who ate manna in the 
wilderness. Can Jesus top that? Can he give them more 
bread that will relieve them of their daily worries about 
going hungry? 
   Jesus reminds the crowd that it was not Moses who 
gave the bread from heaven, but his Father. Further, the 
Father can give them the true bread from heaven that 
comes down and gives life to the world. There is a parallel 
in the Greek between working for food that perishes and 
doing the works of God, which is believing in Jesus as the 
one God has sent. This is the sign that the people missed 
the day before, the sign that Jesus is pointing out to them. 
   Like the Evangelist, the Church uses the word sign for 
its sacraments. Like the crowd, we are called to see similar 
signs of God’s generosity in all the blessings of our lives.  

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

A Family Perspective   by Bud Ozar 

   In today’s gospel Jesus tells us: Do not work for what 
perishes. Give your life to what endures such as the 
family history you are creating, the love and mutual 
respect which bonds you together, the memories you 
share and the forgiveness generously given. These are the 
true treasures that are worth working and dying for.  
 

The Lord gave them bread from heaven. 
—Psalm 78   

Mary Garden Beautification Project 
   The Mary Garden Beautification 
Project is being inspired by our parish 
Youth Group. The Mary Garden 
Project is being planned for the right 
side of Saint Michael Church (Bell 

Tower Side). 
   Currently there are a few different options, (a new 
Virgin Mary statue, stone & concrete work, water 
feature, various plants & flowers) and your thoughts 
and ideas about what should be done within that 
space are valuable and important. 
   Also anyone with landscape design experience 
and is willing to assist with the planning and 
preparation of the layout of the garden would be 
greatly appreciated. This will be an extensive 
facelift to the church grounds. 
   All support, time, talent, and treasure, for the 
Mary Garden Project will be greatly appreciated. 
   If you have any ideas or suggestions or would like 
to volunteer your time, talent, and treasure to this 
Mary Garden Project, 

please email the Faith Formation office at 
213FaithForm@gmail.com 

or call 412-754-0886. 
Please keep the Mary Garden Project 

in your prayers. 
Thank you for your support and prayers. 

May God Bless Our Service Personnel 
   We pray for and remember our Service Men 
and Women who are serving on active duty in 
the Armed Services, especially: Cpl. Peter A. 

Barrante, USMC; Maj. Damian Baskerville, USAF; Col. 
Richard Collage, PA NG; Staff Sgt. Nicholas DeLuca, Army; 
Ens. David DeMaio, USCG; Capt. Craig Dolhi, Army; Capt. 
Anthony Formica, Army; Jacob Formica, E-4, Army; 2nd Lt. 
John Formica, Army; SPC Samuel Formica, Army National 
Guard; Capt. Markus Gibson, USMC; 2ndLt. Miles Gibson, 
USMC; PO2. Mason Gibson, USN; T/Sgt. Michael Goodman, 
USAF; Lt. Col. James Hock, Army; E5 Sgt. Brian Imundo, 
Army; Sgt. Russ Langley, Marines; Staff Sgt. Raymond 
Massung, Jr., USAF; Sgt. First Class William Nellis, Army; 
Staff Sgt. Timothy Oeler, USAF; LTJG. Timothy Ragan, 
USN; Amn. Stephanie A. Reichenbach, USAF; PFC David R. 
Saunders, Army National Guard; Sgt. Brandon R. Smith, 
USAF Pararescueman; Amn. Adam Stitt, USAF; Capt. 
Andrew Tkac, Army. 

Thank you for your service! 
May We Never Forget . . . Freedom is Never Free! 

 

May God Bless Our Health Care Workers 
and All First Responders. 

mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com


 

 

Read the Bible. 
Pray over Sacred Scripture. 

You can keep whatever you find. 

Faith Formation 
Adult - Children - Youth 

Religious Education 
 

101 McLay Drive    Elizabeth, PA  15037 
412-754-0886 

 

Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
 

Email: faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 
 

Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
 

Amanda: k6ff@joachimandannediopitt.org 
 

Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
 

youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 
 

Facebook: Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
 

Living Stones of  God’s House  
—1 Peter 2:4-5   

Pre-Baptism Class 
 

 Are you expecting? Is this your first child? 
 

   Pre-Baptism Class is for expectant parents and 
Godparents or anyone who is seeking a Catholic 
Baptism for their child. 

Pre-Baptism Class - Deacon Dale DiSanto 
Thursday, September 9, at 7:00 pm 

St. Michael Meeting Room 
Grandparents are also welcome at these classes. 

   Please register by calling the Faith Formation - 
Religious Education office, 412-754-0886 or 
emailing 213FaithForm@gmail.com. 
   Prior to scheduling a Baptism, parents need to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Seminar. 

For more information about Youth Group, 
or registering for notifications please email 

youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 
or call Mrs. Formica, 412-754-0886 
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Faith, Fellowship and Food Summer Series 
   Join us in a lively and practical series in which we further 
discover our Life in Christ. The Summer topics are: 

Life in Christ - Who is Jesus?, Salvation History, 
Holy Spirit, Beatitudes, and today’s challenges. 

Tuesday Evening 6:45-9:00 pm 
Saint Michael Archangel Hall 

August 17 
The evening will include prayer & song, presentation, 
facilitator led discussion. Sessions are conducted in a 
spirit of community; all are welcome. 

For information, please call Sue, 412-754-0886 

Bereavement Ministry 
 

This group, led by Deacon Dale DiSanto, is for people 
who have lost a loved one and are experiencing grief. 

This is a Support Group, not counseling. 
 

Thursday Afternoon 
Saint Michael, Meeting Room - 1:00-2:30 pm 

Please RSVP to Jan, 412-751-0663 
so that we may prepare materials. 

If you need assistance in moving through your grief, 
this is an ongoing way to be supported during this difficult 
time. The weekly session begins with suggested topics, 
open discussion and ends with prayer. 

Parenting Pointers   by Susan Vogt 

   Officially July 25 was Parent Day. But as any working 
parent knows (and we all work even if we don’t get paid), 
it’s not always a holiday. If you didn’t take any time off 
work last Sunday, give yourself a break sometime this 
weekend. 

Candidates for Sacraments should be adequately 
prepared to receive these gifts, and a proper understanding 
of the Sacrament should be gained and demonstrated. 
Generally, two (2) consecutive years of instruction is 
necessary for the reception of the Sacraments of Holy 
Communion and Confirmation for children & youth. 

Fall Pre-Cana Program 
If you are planning planning weddings, 

especially Winter, Spring & Summer 2022. 
St. Michael - Archangel Hall, McLay Drive, Elizabeth 
Saturday, Date to be determined, , 9:00 am-3:30 pm 

Registration $50.00 per couple 
(includes materials & lunch) 

Pre-Registration is necessary. Please call Julie 
In the Faith Formation Office, 412-754-0886 

or email faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org. 

mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com


 

 

Invest just five minutes a day, 
and your faith will deepen 
and grow—a day at a time 

Sunday, August 1; 18th Sunday in Ordinal Time 
Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15; Ephesians 4:17, 20-24; John 6:24-35 

In it to win it?—Quid pro quo sounds like a pretty good deal. 
This for that: the time-honored barter in which we swap 
resources or labor for room and board, if not a bit more. 
Consumer culture initiates all of us into the pursuit of the best 
trade. No surprise that early followers of Jesus imagined they 
were swapping their attention to his teaching for free food and 
even better opportunities down the road. Jesus seeks friends 
who share his vision, not churchgoers hoping for a celestial 
deal. When it comes to the religion quest, what's in it for you? 
You are looking for me not because you saw signs but 
because you ate the loaves and were filled. 
 

Monday, Aug 02; Peter Julian Eymard, priest 
Numbers 11:4b-15; Matthew 14:13-21 

The communion of saints awaits you—Peter Julian Eymard 
was a 19th-century French priest with a devotion to the 
Eucharist. He founded two religious institutes with a focus on 
Eucharistic Adoration: the Congregation of the Blessed 
Sacrament for men and the Servants of the Blessed 
Sacrament for women. The former prepared children for their 
First Communion and reached out to lapsed Catholics to bring 
them back to receiving Communion. He famously said, You 
take Communion to become holy, not because you already 
are. Perhaps you spent some time away from the Eucharist 
because of the pandemic. No matter how long you are apart, 
Christ eagerly awaits your return. He said the blessing, broke 
the loaves, and gave them to the disciples. 
 

Tuesday, Aug 03; Weekday 
Numbers 12:1-13; Matthew 14:22-36 or Matthew 15:1-2, 10-14 

We’re in the same boat—The Barque (boat) of Saint Peter is 
one of the oldest symbols of the Catholic Church. Early church 
fathers, like Tertullian and Clement of Alexandria, compared the 
church to a sailing vessel. Saint Boniface wrote: The church is 
like a great ship being pounded by the waves of life’s 
different stresses. Our duty is not to abandon ship, but to 
keep her on her course. As Peter learned, the trick is to place 
our trust in Jesus. Pray for Pope Francis— successor to Peter—
that he can guide the church through today’s troubled waters. 
Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water 
toward Jesus. 
 

Wednesday, Aug 04; John Vianney, priest 
Numbers 13:1-2, 25—14:1, 26-29a, 34-35; Matthew 15:21-28 

Ministry for the ministers—The unique lives of Catholic priests 
and religious sometimes give rise to stressful times and difficult 
transitions that need the help of a healing hand. The Saint John 
Vianney Center in Downingtown, Pennsylvania serves Catholic 
clergy and religious struggling with behavioral and emotional 
issues, addictive and compulsive disorders, weight 
management, and other challenging issues that arise during 

their vocational journeys. The JVC employs modern therapeutic 
support along with traditional prayer, spiritual practices, and the 
intercession of today’s saint to restore these dedicated men and 
women to active and fruitful ministry. Pray for your religious 
sisters and brothers, priests, deacons, and bishops. They need 
your love. O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for 
you as you wish. 
 

Thursday, Aug 05; Dedication - Basilica of Mary Major 
Numbers 20:1-13; Matthew 16:13-23 

Legend-worthy Madonna—Legend has it that a freak 
snowstorm in August was a sign that urged a Christian couple to 
build an enormous Roman church dedicated to the Virgin: the 
Basilica of Mary Major, founded in the 400s. Yet this story is 
like many others that church historians call legends. Our 
legends are not to be disdained; they usually uphold truths as 
interesting as the facts. In this case, the larger truth is that Mary 
is a key member of the communion of saints who helps us on 
our path to God. During this month when Mary is particularly 
venerated, ask for her intercession. Then, raising his hand, 
Moses struck the rock twice with his staff, and water 
gushed out in abundance for the people and their livestock 
to drink. 
 

Friday, Aug 06; Transfiguration of the Lord 
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; 2 Peter 1:16-19; Mark 9:2- 10 

Shhh . . . —Most people do not listen with the intent to 
understand; they listen with the intent to reply,” says leadership 
guru Stephen Covey. When we fail to listen, we miss the 
messages necessary for growth in ourselves and others. 
Listening builds a well of wisdom that helps the listener and the 
speaker get to know themselves better. Listening is a form of 
spiritual hospitality, says Henri Nouwen, and Pope Francis 
calls listening a form of self-sacrifice as we put another person 
above ourselves and share questions and doubts. God 
commanded Jesus’ disciples to listen to him. We are called to 
do the same. This is my beloved Son. Listen to him. 
 

Saturday, Aug 07; Sixtus II, pope and companions, martyrs 
Deuteronomy 6:4-13; Matthew 17:14-20 

The courage to teach—Today's teachers have a tough job 
(which the pandemic only made more difficult). But imagine risking 
your life to teach about your faith. That's how it was back in the 
day. In the year 258, Roman soldiers burst into the room where 
Sixtus was teaching, dragged him from the chair, and beheaded 
him in the street. Six deacons joined him in martyrdom that day. 
Many bishops, priests, and deacons were murdered during that 
persecution by the Roman Emperor Valerian. Next time you’re 
in the pew, find Sixtus in Eucharistic Prayer I, the first one 
printed in your missalette. He’s in the list that includes Linus, 
Cletus, Clement, and other notables of the early church. When 
you get to the name Sixtus II, pause and remember his 
courageous sacrifice to pass on the faith. [I]f you have faith 
the size of a mustard seed . . . . Nothing will be impossible 
for you. 

Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. 
For more information about TAKE FIVE go to PrepareTheWord.com. 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish     7 



 

 

8      Elizabeth, Glassport, South Allegheny Roman Catholic Community 

Upcoming Events 
 

Knights of Columbus will meet on 
Monday, August 2, 2021 at 7:30 pm 
in the St. Michael - Meeting Room. 

 

Catholic Men’s Fellowship will meet on  
Saturday, August 7, 2021 at 7:00 am  

In the St. Michael Church - Meeting Room. 
 

Rosary Makers will meet on 
Monday, August 16, 2021 at 10:00 am 

In St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
 

Glassport Sons of Italy Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, August 29, 2021 - 12 Noon to 6:00 pm 

Homemade Gnocchi or Cheese Ravioli 
with Meatballs, Salad & Dessert 
Take-Out Only 412-673-3915. 

 

A SECRET  —Anonymous 

The secret of happiness is to count your blessings 
while others are adding up their troubles. 

Time, Talent, and Treasure — July 25, 2021 
 

   Weekly Offering    $  12,129.15 
 

   Monthly Offering    $        335 
 

   Religious Education   $        150 
 

   Children’s Offering   $            4 
 

2021 Parish Share  $  492 
 

2021 Parish Share to Date  $114,726 
 

2021 Parish Share Goal  $137,788 
 

Thank You For Your Sacrificial Giving! 
 

Please make all checks payable to 
Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

 

Mass Attendance 
 

     4:00 pm 195   6:00 pm  112 
     8:00 am   91   9:00 am  190 
   10:30 am   98  12 Noon  140 
 

Families    2,079  Souls    4,880 

Weekend Retreat for Post-Abortion Healing 
August 13-15, 2021 at The Ark and the Dove 

Rachel’s Vineyard is a weekend retreat designed to 
address the emotional and spiritual wounds of abortion. 
The retreat begins at 1 pm on Friday. In a confidential and 
supportive atmosphere, the Rachel’s Vineyard team 
demonstrates God’s love, mercy, and forgiveness to 
women and men struggling in the aftermath of abortion. 

To register or for more information, 
call Toni Jester 412-352-5348, 
or email toniafj1@comcast.net. 

You can also visit our website www.rvofpgh.com  

Parish Bowling League 
The Parish Bowling League is looking 

for bowlers to join our Tuesday Evening Team. 
Tuesday Evening Bowling starts after Labor Day 

at AMF Bowling in Rostraver. 
Interested or for more information please call 

Paula, 412-384-0499. 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Is Enrolling Students for 

Preschool — Grade 8. 
Call 412.672.2360 

to Speak to Someone 
About Enrollment. 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Music Ministry 

Adult Choir - Bell Choir - Cantors 
 

Hand Bell Choir 
Sunday at 9:00 am in St. Eugene Church. 

 

Queen of the Rosary & Saint Eugene 
Adult Choir - Cantors 

Cantors rehearsal is on Wednesday at 6:00 pm and 
Adult Choir rehearsal is on Wednesday at 6:30 pm 

in Queen of the Rosary Church. See Pam after Mass. 
 

Saint Michael Adult Choir 
Adult Choir Rehearsal is on Wednesday, 

at 7:00 pm St. Michael Church. See Carol after Mass. 
 

Saint Michael Cantors 
Cantor rehearsal is on Thursday evening 

at 7:00 pm at Saint Michael Church. 
Information or questions, see Celeste after Mass. 

Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 
July 50/50 Winner 
Congratulations 

 

Emil & Shirley Wargo   $540 
 

Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 50/50 Envelope 
In your offertory packet, there is a special envelope 
marked 50/50 Drawing--Suggested Donation $5.00. 

Thank you for your on going support! 

mailto:toniafj1@comcast.net


 

 

Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 
Annual Community Festival 2021 

August 5, 6, 7, 2021 
Fun  -  Food  -  Games 

3210 Liberty Way, Liberty Borough 
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Due to our Festival, 
on Saturday, August 7, 

there will be NO 6:00 pm Mass 
at Saint Eugene, 

MASS will be at 4:00 pm. 

Festival Set-Up 
Festival Teardown & Clean-Up 

 

Attention: Men, Women, 
      Youth & all Kids! 
 

We Need You! 
We Need Your Help! 

 

On Sunday, August 1, we need help setting up 
tables and tents for the Parish Festival. Come at 
9:00 am and we will work together for the day. 
 

On Monday, August 2, we need help with 
electrical set up and finishing up the booth set up. 
 

On Saturday, August 7, we need help in 
starting to tear down at 10:00 pm. 
 

On Sunday, August 8, we need help to tear 
down the chairs & tables, tents, booths & clean 
up of the church grounds at 9:00 am. 
 

Food, drinks & blessings 
will be offered. 

ALL are welcome!!! 

 

Festival Raffle Tickets 
July 26 Early Bird Winner 

Stephen Drechsler 
 

Please return sold ticket stubs 
and money 

as soon as possible. 
 

Thank You For Your Support! 
Good Luck!! 

Festival Specialty Basket 
   Please be sure to stop by and view all of the 
spectacular baskets that we were able to create 
due to your generous donations. It is only with 
your support that we can continue to provide 
such quality baskets for our festival. 

 

Thank You!   Thank You!   Thank You! 
Your generosity is appreciated! 

See You At The Festival! 
 

Post-Festival Specialty Basket Pick-up 
Pick up times for unclaimed baskets 

Sunday, August 8, 2021 - 12 noon – 2 pm 
St. Eugene Office 

 

Enter to win $100 giveaway 
if you pick up your basket 

the night that you win! 
 

Drawing will be held Saturday night 
at the conclusion of the festival. 

 

All remaining unclaimed baskets will be available 
at the St. Eugene Office, 3210 Liberty Way 

please call 412-751-0663 
to make pick-up arrangements. 

Thank you! Thank you! 

Attention Retirees We Need You! 
Your help is needed in the mornings 
and evenings of the festival kitchen. 

   We need help setting up and prepping the 
inside kitchen, the outside food booth, carrying 
specialty & craft baskets, doing dishes in the 
evening. 

Please think about giving some of your time 
to help in these areas! 

Thank You for Your Continual Support!  



 

 

Calling all Bakers 
We Need Your Gift of Time and Talent! 

Each night of the Festival the Bake Sale features  
your delicious homemade baked goods. 
Here are some favorites that sell very well 

at the bake sale: hand held items, such as cookies, 
brownies, cupcakes, rice krispy treats, etc.  

When choosing which favorite goodies to bake, 
Please consider the heat of the summer.  

Drop off for baked goods:  
before 3PM, in Father Rowan Hall,  
after 3PM, at the bake sale booth.  

The baking is according to last name:  
A through I — Thursday Night  

J through Q — Friday Night  
R through Z — Saturday Night  
If you can’t bake on your night,  

we welcome your baked goods any night. 

Thank you! Your donations are appreciated! 

Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 
Annual Community Festival 2021 

August 5, 6, 7, 2021 
Fun  -  Food  -  Games 

We look forward seeing you there! 

Festival Menu 
 

 Pop & Turner’s Tea        $  2.00 
 Bottled Water          $  1.50 
 French Fries          $  3.75 
  Fries & Cheese        $  4.25 
 Cheese Sticks (5)        $  4.25 
 Fresh Seasoned Potato Chips    $  4.50 
 Walking Taco in a Bowl      $  4.75 
 Nachos            $  3.50 
 Loaded Nachos (Beef or Pork)    $  5.50 
 Haluski            $  3.75 
 Corn Dog           $  2.00 
 Hot Dog            $  2.50 
  With Cheese or Kraut      $  3.00 
 Hamburger           $  4.00 
 Cheeseburger          $  4.50 
 Big J&A Burger         $  6.75 
 Hot Sausage          $  5.50 
 Kielbasa & Kraut         $  5.50 
 Homemade Pulled Pork      $  5.50 
 5 Chicken Tenders        $  6.00 
 5 Chicken Tenders & Fries     $  9.00 
 Pierogies (each)         $  1.25 
 1 Homemade Stuffed Cabbage    $  3.50 
 

 Polish Platter          $10.00 
(Cabbage Roll, 3 Pierogi & Haluski) 

 

 Children’s Meal         $  5.00 
3 Chicken Tenders or Cheese Burger 

or Hot Dog, w/Fries & Huggie or Small Water 
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See You At The Festival! 

Festival of  Thanksgiving 
   The Ladies of Charity invite you to celebrate this 
year’s Festival by sharing in the preparation of 
Thanksgiving Baskets for people in need this holiday. 
   Please bring a non-perishable food item (yams, 
green beans, corn, pumpkin filling, Stove Top 
stuffing, cranberry sauce, gravy, mushroom soup, 
etc,). We also welcome gift cards to Giant Eagle or 
Aldi. 
   Our basket for collection will be in the Faith 
Formation Booth. Boxes will also be available from 
July 24—August 15 at each of our churches. 

Help us share the joy! 

Nightly Entertainment 
Under the Stars 

 

DJ Tim spins the tunes 
all three nights 

 

Thursday - East End Kids 
 

Friday - Country Music 
Tim Litvin 

& the Nature Boy Band 
7:00 - 9:00 pm 
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Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 
Annual Community Festival 

August 5, 6, & 7, 2021 
Fun - Food - Games 

 

Saint Eugene Grounds 
3210 Liberty Way - Liberty Borough 

 

Food Booth Opens 
Nightly at 5:00 pm 

 

Featuring:  Haluski, Stuffed Cabbage, 
Pierogies, Hot Sausage, Kielbasa, Burgers, 

Homemade Pulled Pork, Corn Dog & Hot Dog, 
Chicken Tenders, Nachos, and much more 

 

Funnel Cakes with toppings 
 

Festival 6:00 - 11:00 pm Nightly 
 

Bake Sale - Bingo - Cash Prize Raffles 
Children’s Area - Craft Baskets - Flea Market 

Games - Instant Bingo - Lottery Boards 
Money Games - Nightly Ground Prizes 

Raffles - Rides - Specialty Baskets 
Super Star Baskets - Wheel Barrow of Cheer 

 

Nightly Entertainment 
DJ Tim spins the tunes all three nights 

Thursday - East End Kids 
Friday - Tim Litvin & the Nature Boy Band 

 

Please No Pets - Only Working Service Animals 
We Are An Alcohol & Tobacco Free Event 
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18th Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 

Be our defense against the wickedness 
and snares of the devil; may God rebuke him, 

we humbly pray; and do thou O Prince 
of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, 

thrust into hell Satan and all the other evil spirits 
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

 

Gathering Hymn: Table of Plenty 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading    Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 78 

Second Reading   Ephesians 4:17, 20-24 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

Gospel      John 6:24-35 
 

Homily: Reflection of the Word 

Acknowledgements: 
Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation Year B (LPGA) 

WLP, J.S. Paluch Co. Glory, Holy, Memorial Acclamation, Amen, 
Lamb of God, Mass of Christ the Savior, Dan Schutte, OCP. 

All other material used as printed or public domain 
under onelicense.net A-720043 

Glory to God 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will, 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
 have mercy on us; you take away the sins  
 of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Offertory Hymn: I Am the Bread of Life 

Holy 
 

Mystery of Faith 
 

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we 
proclaim your Death, O Lord until you come again. 

 

Amen, Amen, Amen 

Festival Prayer 
 

Lord God, as our annual Festival approaches, 
 we pray that You send down bright rays of sunshine 
  and keep the dark clouds of rain away. 
May we be blessed with fun and fellowship. 
May all who attend realize that we truly are a family 
 coming together in support  of our faith community. 
We ask you to bless all who volunteer 
 their time, talent and treasure to help make 
 this a fun-filled and successful event. 
Please watch over us all  and hear all the prayers 
 we hold in our hearts, in Jesus Name we pray. Amen. 
 

Saints Joachim and Anne, pray for us!  
Queen of the Rosary, pray for us! 
Saint Michael the Archangel, pray for us! 
Saint Eugene, pray for us! 

Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, 
 the Father almighty, maker of heaven  and earth, 
 of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the Only Begotten  Son of God, 
 born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 

All Bow. 
 

 and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
 and became man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
 he suffered death and was buried, 
 and rose again on the third day 
 in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
 to judge the living and the dead 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
 and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life of the world to come.    Amen  
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Lamb of God 
 

Communion Hymn: Take and Eat 

Going Forth Hymn: Joyful, Joyful We Adore You 

Patriotic Rosary 
Monday Evening 

August 9, 2021 - 7:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church, Elizabeth, PA 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Rosary, Patriotic Hymns and Benediction 

   There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with 
Benediction to conclude the recitation of the Rosary. 
   The Patriotic Rosary will be prayed on the Second Monday 
of the Month. All are invited and most assuredly welcome! 

 

Mary, Queen of the Rosary, pray for us. 


