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3210 Liberty Way 
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101 McLay Drive 
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Queen of the Rosary (QoR) 
530 Michigan Avenue 
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August 22, 2021 

 

Looking For A Faith Community? 
Wherever you are on your faith journey, we welcome you to join our community. 

You may register by calling the Administration Center. 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
1640 Fawcett Ave.  White Oak, PA  15131 

Pre-3, Pre-4, Kindergarten, First-Eighth Grade 
School Office  412-672-2360 

Webpage:  www.maryofnazarethschool.org 
 

The Pittsburgh Catholic is now Online. 
thepittsburghcatholic.wpccomstating.com 

Faith Formation 

Adult - Children - Youth 

101 McLay Drive 

Elizabeth, PA  15037 

Phone  412-754-0886 

Email: faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 
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Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Infants & Children 
Baptism is a joyous event in the life of the 
church. Baptism is celebrated any Sunday 
after Mass. Parents are required to 
attend a Pre-Baptism Class. 

Previous arrangements are necessary. 
 

Instruction in the Faith - R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program is offered for those interested in 
the Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Wagner. 
 

Reconciliation 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday,  7 - 7:30 pm 
 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  11-11:30 am 

 

Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
Saturday,  1-1:30 pm 

 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  3:15-3:45 pm  

 

St. Eugene Church, Liberty 
Saturday,  5:15-5:45 pm 

 

Marriage 
The prospective bride and groom are to 
make arrangements with the priest or 
deacon at least 6 months prior to the 
proposed date of the wedding. Diocesan 
regulations require all couples to attend 
an approved pre-marriage preparation 
program. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated 
communally on the Second Sunday of the 
Month. 
 

Ministry to the Sick and Shut In 
Homebound members of the Parish 
should call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements to receive Holy Communion 
at home. 
 

Sponsorship Forms 
Only registered, practicing, fully-initiated 
Catholics are eligible for sponsor 
certificates. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Information Deadline 
2 weeks in advance of publish date. 
elizabethsalleghenybulletin@gmail.com 
 

Moving 
Please call or email your new address to 
the Parish Office. 
 

Child Abuse Hotline   1-888-808-1235 

 Mass Intentions For The Week 
 

StE  St. Eugene Church, Liberty      StM  St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
 

QoR  Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
 

August 22 - 29, 2021 
 

Saturday, 21, Vigil, 21st Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StM   4:00 pm M August & Maxine Gatto - Arnold & Kathy Shaner 
 

StE   6:00 pm T Parents - Nell & Fran Gradich 
 

Sunday, 22, 21st Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StE   8:00 am T Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
  

StM   9:00 am M Mary Ann, Linda & Benjamin Ignatius - Judy & Mary Jo 
 

QoR 10:30 am T Deceased of Ksiazek Family - Paul & Beth Yurchison 
 

StM 12 Noon  M Eugene Smith – Jack & Elaine Bartko 
 

Monday, 23, Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Marietta Norelli - Parish Family 
 

Novena - Infant of Prague 
 

StM   9:00 am  Raymond Zecchini – Wife, Marlene 
 

Tuesday, 24, Bartholomew, apostle 
 

StM   9:00 am  June Cirucci - Parish Family 
 

StE   6:30 pm  Helen Shalako - Doug & Jeannie Skinner 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions - 7:00 - 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, 25, Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Raffaele & Teresa Palatis - Ralph & Louis Palatis 
 

StM   9:00 am  Albert Ragan Sr. – Ron & Annette Boron 
 

Thursday, 26, Weekday 

 

StE   8:30 am  Living & Deceased of the Buono Family - Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Don Geletko - Family & Friends 
 

Friday, 27, Monica, mother of Augustine 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Roger Grossi - DiFelice & Grossi Families 
 

StM   9:00 am  Mike & Anita Vancas - Mike & Michell Vancas 
 

Saturday, 28, Vigil, 22nd Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StM   4:00 pm T Taylor Rose Braun - Audrey 
 

StE   6:00 pm M Antonio & Isabella Curcio - Curcio Family 
 

Sunday, 29, 22nd Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StE   8:00 am M Patrick Stetar - Parish Family 
  

StM   9:00 am T Trisha Lyle Ten - Dee Peters 
 

QoR 10:30 am M George & Violet Kovtun - Edward Gniazdowski 
 

StM 12 Noon  T Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
Low Gluten Hosts available - please see Priest before Mass. 

Altar Bread & Wine, Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Lamp 
St. Eugene: Sanctuary Lamp burns for Blessings & Health 

for Marlene Beisler from the Ladies of Charity. 
St. Michael: Sanctuary Lamp burns in Memory of 

Eugene Smith from Ladies of Charity. 
Queen of the Rosary: Sanctuary Lamp burns for Blessings & Health  

for Theresa Komondor from the Ladies of Charity 
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21st Sunday in Ordinal Time 
August 22, 2021 

   Far be it from us to 
forsake the Lord for the 
service of other gods. We 
struggle with our gods. They 
appear in the forms of things 
like money, power, prestige, 

popularity, privilege, and self-fulfillment. We like these gods 
because they make us feel good and ask very little of us in 
return. When we worship them, we worship ourselves. How 
can you go wrong with that? We buy into the illusion that if 
something can give us a comfortable life, free of want and 
need, then it is worth setting other things aside to pursue it. In 
essence, we sell our souls. Our struggle with who is God 
and to whom do we belong is a real one and one that can 
easily find us empty and experiencing disillusionment. 
   The devil tempted Jesus in the desert and promised him 

more. We are promised more. But in pursuing the more and 

the satisfying we lose track of the cost, and the cost is great. 

We sacrifice our very life in pursuit of something disguised as 

life. We sacrifice truth for something that only feels true. 

While the true and real God certainly promises us many 

things, many things are also required. It is not about the 

warm and secure feelings and self-absorption the world 

wants to provide, but of giving back. There can be no 

lukewarm stance with regard to faith. If we are in, then faith in 

Jesus Christ asks us to do some difficult things: work in 

service of God’s kingdom (not our own), love our enemies, 

offer no resistance to injury, that we must die to ourselves in 

order to find ourselves, and trust that Jesus truly gives us his 

flesh and blood to eat and drink. These are hard things to 

accept and even harder to put into practice. It is no wonder 

that many, who may be attracted to Jesus at first, walk away 

in pursuit of the more self-satisfying gods. 

   But truth is truth. If we cannot accept it from the lips of 

Jesus Christ, then where else will we find it? To whom can 

we go? There is only one source of truth and life, Jesus 

Christ. Jesus has the words of eternal life and if we do not go 

to him, then where else will we find this gift? But we must be 

faithful and buy into the whole package deal that requires 

sacrifice and fidelity. When we do, we find ourselves, through 

the Body and Blood of Christ, connected to the Source of all 

life and then intimately bound with our brothers and sisters. 

We all have to decide whether we want to stay or go and if 

we can accept what Jesus has to say. It’s a choice we all 

have to make.             ©LPi 
 

Master, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. —John 6:60-69 

August Rosary Intention 
Let us pray for the Church, 

that she may receive from the Holy Spirit 
the grace and strength 

to reform herself in the light of the Gospel. 

Pastoral Staff 
Clergy Team 
Reverend Thomas A. Wagner, Pastor 
Reverend Miroslaus A. Wojcicki, Senior Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Dale J. DiSanto, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Jeffrey P. Formica, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Stephen C. Pikula, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John E. Ragan, Permanent Deacon 
 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Lynda McFarland, Principal, 412-672-2360 
 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
 Adult - Children - Youth 
Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
 

Music Ministry      Pastoral Secretary 
Celeste Cafasso      Jan Kunkel 
Carol Gioia       Amy Megahan 
Pamela Whitney 
 

Facilities        Business Manager & 
Tony Hutskow      Safe Environment 
Kevin Hopkins      Jeannie Premozic 
Darla Losteter 
Patricia Muic 
 

Advisory Councils 
Pastoral Council 

Jack Ferko, Facilitator  Patty Smith, Co-Facilitator 
Zac Allan, Scribe 

 Glenn Bonczek  Vickie Budd    Elaine David 
 Eric Davis   Denise DeCapria  Anne Laychak 
 Michael Ksiazek  Leah Meek    Brian Phillips 
 

Finance Council 
Judy Zajicek, Facilitator  Patricia Palmer, Co-Facilitator 

Barry Bisogni, Scribe 
 Kay Callear   Loretta Dabruzzo  Val McCarthy
 Sandy Palmer  Judy Shriane    Donald Similo 

We remember . . . In your charity, 
please remember all those who have died, 

especially: Carolyn Gross, sister of Wayne Mattis, 
Joseph Napoli, Sr., brother of Carmella Marko, 

all who will die today, 
and those who have no one to pray for them. 

Resting in Paradise. 
Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord. 

May Perpetual Light Shine Upon Them. 
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Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinal Time 
   Today’s Gospel is the conclusion of the Bread of Life 
discourse in John. After Jesus’ continued insistence that 
he is the Bread of Life come down from heaven, and that 
his words are Spirit and life, most of his disciples drift 
away. The Twelve, however, affirm their faith in Jesus, 
whom Simon Peter professes to have the words of 
eternal life. In the first reading, Joshua and the Israelites 
are preparing to enter the Promised Land, and Joshua 
asks the people to decide which god they will follow, the 
LORD their God, or the gods of neighboring peoples. The 
Responsorial Psalm features Psalm 34, the taste and see 
psalm, that reflects the kinds of struggles the Israelites 
faced during their sojourn in the wilderness. In the second 
reading, Paul gives counsel for maintaining domestic 
peace and happiness.  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

 

Feast of Faith: Come, Spirit! 
   The presider at the Eucharist can choose from among a 
number of different Eucharistic Prayers, all of which follow 
a similar pattern. Almost always, they begin with an 
epiclesis, a Greek word that means invocation upon or 
calling over here. At this moment in the prayer, the priest 
calls down the Holy Spirit upon the gifts of bread and wine 
that we have brought to the altar: Father, we bring you 
these gifts. We ask you to make them holy by the 
power of your Spirit, that they may become the body 
and blood of your Son (Eucharistic Prayer III). The words 
of the prayer are accompanied by the ritual gesture of the 
laying on of hands, the ancient sign of the gift of the 
Spirit, which is also used in most sacramental 
celebrations, from the rite of confirmation to the ordination 
of deacons, priests, and bishops. Liturgists sometimes call 
this first epiclesis the epiclesis of consecration. Later in 
the Eucharistic Prayer, there will be another epiclesis, the 
epiclesis of communion, as the priest asks that the Holy 
Spirit be sent upon us to transform us. Grant that we, 
who are nourished by his body and blood, may be 
filled with his Holy Spirit, and become one body, one 
spirit in Christ (Eucharistic Prayer III). 

—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Decisions 
   There is an axiom that states, Not to decide is to 
decide. This saying was popular in the turbulent times of 
the Vietnam War. It urged us not to allow others to answer 
the moral questions raised by our nation’s involvement in 
that terrible conflict, but to decide for ourselves. Making 
such choices is never easy. Avoiding them is common. 
Jesus, for his part, was not only a gallant risk-taker, but a 
clear decision-maker. As he pursued the mission to which 
the Father called him, he continually decided for us and for 
the Father. He worked hard to lay out a scenario that 
would enable others to make similar choices. Never did he 
make decisions for others or force others into decisions, 
even decisions that had eternal ramifications. Jesus is 
inviting us to make such decisions today. We won’t be 
absolutely sure. What is sure, however, is the command 
that issues from God’s word: Take the risk. Decide! 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Everyday Stewardship -  
Submission as Stewardship. 

   We aren’t comfortable with the idea of submission. Our 
society champions equality, and rightly so — but it’s a 
mistake to think that submission is at odds with equality. 
To submit ourselves fully, we must first be free. We must 
first be our own masters. God has granted us that freedom 
with the salvation He offers. We are no longer the slaves 
of sin. Now He asks us to be subordinate to one another, 
in the name of Christ. 
   What a completely uncomfortable task! What He’s 
asking is for us to be subordinate to the person who 
irritates us the most. The person we really can’t stand. The 
person who doesn’t respect us or appreciate what we have 
to offer. The person we think we’re smarter than, more 
talented than. The person we envy.  
   That’s the real challenge of stewardship, isn’t it? 
Subordination. Inconveniencing myself by giving of time, of 
money, of relationship. Putting the needs or wants of 
another above my own when they haven’t done anything 
special to earn it. 
   I invite you to consider the cross — the most radical 
expression of submission, and of stewardship, that ever 
existed. If there was ever someone who deserved 
superiority, isn’t it the God who let Himself be nailed to a 
tree, who gave so freely of His life, His body, His blood, 
His everything?  
   To look at him in his agony is to truly understand the 
beauty of submission — of laying down what you have for 
the good of the other.    Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Is Enrolling Students 

for 
Preschool — Grade 8. 

Call 412.672.2360 
to Speak to Someone 
About Enrollment. 
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A Family Perspective   by Bud Ozar 

   Even though many found the teachings of Jesus 
difficult, He did not back down. In our families it is 
important to say what is difficult to hear, to speak the truth 
with kindness, to correct with love and guide with 
understanding. 

What is the R.C.I.A.? 
   The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults is a way for adults . . . 
• who would like to learn more 
about and/or become a member of the 
Catholic Church. 
• who have never been baptized or 
have been  baptized in another faith 

and are interested in the Catholic Church. 
• who are Baptized Catholics (over 18 years old) 

and have not received the Sacraments of 
Confirmation, Eucharist or Reconciliation. 

• who are married to a Catholic and attend Mass 
but just don’t know what the next step is to 
become a member of the Catholic Church. 

   Have Questions, need more information, or want 
to register, please call Fr. Wagner, 412-751-0663. 
   The RCIA Journey will begin in mid-September. 
   The experience of learning with other adults in a 
relaxed atmosphere has been a lifetime high point 
for many who have been a part of the RCIA in the 
past. There is no charge, and there are no tests. 
Moreover, those making this RCIA Journey of 
Faith are accompanied by members of the parish 
family team, some of whom attend each week with 
them. The Parish Team is an important part of the 
Journey and welcoming new members. 

May God Bless Our Service Personnel 
   We pray for and remember our Service Men 
and Women who are serving on active duty in 
the Armed Services, especially: Cpl. Peter A. 

Barrante, USMC; Maj. Damian Baskerville, USAF; Col. 
Richard Collage, PA NG; Staff Sgt. Nicholas DeLuca, Army; 
Ens. David DeMaio, USCG; Capt. Craig Dolhi, Army; Capt. 
Anthony Formica, Army; Jacob Formica, E-4, Army; 2nd Lt. 
John Formica, Army; SPC Samuel Formica, Army National 
Guard; Capt. Markus Gibson, USMC; 2ndLt. Miles Gibson, 
USMC; PO2. Mason Gibson, USN; T/Sgt. Michael Goodman, 
USAF; Lt. Col. James Hock, Army; E5 Sgt. Brian Imundo, 
Army; Sgt. Russ Langley, Marines; Staff Sgt. Raymond 
Massung, Jr., USAF; Sgt. First Class William Nellis, Army; 
Staff Sgt. Timothy Oeler, USAF; LTJG. Timothy Ragan, 
USN; Amn. Stephanie A. Reichenbach, USAF; PFC David R. 
Saunders, Army National Guard; Sgt. Brandon R. Smith, 
USAF Pararescueman; Amn. Adam Stitt, USAF; Capt. 
Andrew Tkac, Army. 

Thank you for your service! 
May We Never Forget . . . Freedom is Never Free! 

 

May God Bless Our Health Care Workers 
and All First Responders. 

You’re Invited... 
American Heroes 

Flight 93 Memorial 
Flight 93 Memorial Chapel 
& Quecreek Mine Rescue 
Friday, November 12, 2021  Departure 7:30 am 

St. Michael Church Parking Lot, Elizabeth 
Return Approximately 8:00 pm 

Cost per person $109.00 
Includes: transportation, admissions/donations at sites, guide, 

commemorative magnet, lunch & meal gratuity and taxes 
 

You will pay your respects 
at the Flight 93 Memorial & the Memorial Plaza 

with the wall of names of the 40 Heroes. 
The Tower of Voices 

is a 93 foot tall tower housing 40 wind chimes. 
Visitor Center has exhibits regarding 9/11. 

Lunch will be enjoyed at the Oakhurst Grille. 
Then on to the Quecreek Mine Rescue, 

where 9 miners were miraculously rescued 
from a mine 240 feet beneath the surface. 

and to end the day, a visit to the 
Flight 93 Memorial Chapel. 

Sponsored by Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 
 

For more information, call Pat Zupanc, 412-596-9683. 
 

Reservations Due on or before October 29, 2021. 
 

For Reservations please call, Merrill Jones, 
at Lenzner Tour & Travel, 412-761-7000. 

Payment can be made online or by check. 

Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 
American Heroes Trip - Friday, November 12, 2021 

 

Please Print 
 

Name:  ________________________________________________ 
 

Address:  ______________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip:  ________________________________________ 
 

Phone:  _______________________________ 
 

Amount Enclosed:  _____________________ 
 

Mail Check with Full Payment to: 
Lenzner Tour & Travel, 110 Lenzner Court, Sewickley, PA 15143 



 

 

Faith Formation 
Adult - Children - Youth 

Religious Education 
 

101 McLay Drive    Elizabeth, PA  15037 
412-754-0886 

 

Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
k6ff@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Susan Formica, Youth Ministry, Jr & Sr 
youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Facebook: 
Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

 

Living Stones of  God’s House  
—1 Peter 2:4-5   

Pre-Baptism Class 
 

 Are you expecting? Is this your first child? 
 

   Pre-Baptism Class is for expectant parents and 
Godparents or anyone who is seeking a Catholic Baptism 
for their child. 

Pre-Baptism Class - Deacon Dale DiSanto 
Thursday, September 9, at 7:00 pm 

St. Michael Meeting Room 
Grandparents are also welcome at these classes. 

   Please register by calling the Faith Formation - 
Religious Education office, 412-754-0886 or emailing 
213FaithForm@gmail.com. 
   Prior to scheduling a Baptism, parents need to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Seminar. 

Kick-Off Picnic 
Junior/Senior Youth Ministry 
Sunday, September 12, 2021 

St. Eugene Grounds 
3:00 - 6:00 pm 

All 12th to 6th Graders and their families are invited 
and welcome to join us for food, fellowship and FUN. 

 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry will provide 
the main dish and drinks. 

Families are asked to bring a side dish or dessert to share. 
 

For more information or to RSVP by September 6, 
please email youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Hope to see you there! 
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Adult Faith Formation 
 

Who is Saint Joseph? 
Come and hear Dr. Maureen Crossen talk about 

the importance of the foster father of Jesus, Saint Joseph. 
Saint Eugene - Tuesday, September 14, 2021 

starts after the 6:30 PM Mass (7 PM) 
 

Faith, Fellowship & Food 
Come and Learn about the Holy Spirit 

Father Dave Pivonka’s The Wild Goose series 
Starting Tuesday, September 21, 2021 at 6:45 pm 

in Archangel Hall (Saint Michael Church) 
A seven week series on the wonders and gifts 

of the Holy Spirit and how the Spirit works 

in and through our entire lives. 

Bereavement Ministry 
 

This group, led by Deacon Dale DiSanto, is for people 
who have lost a loved one and are experiencing grief. 

This is a Support Group, not counseling. 
 

Thursday Afternoon 
Saint Michael, Meeting Room - 1:00-2:30 pm 

Please RSVP to Jan, 412-751-0663 
so that we may prepare materials. 

If you need assistance in moving through your grief, 
this is an ongoing way to be supported during this difficult time. 
The weekly session begins with suggested topics, open 
discussion and ends with prayer. 

Candidates for Sacraments (Holy Communion or 
Confirmation) should be adequately prepared to receive 
these gifts, and a proper understanding of the Sacrament 
should be gained and demonstrated. Generally, two (2) 
consecutive years of instruction is necessary for the 
reception of the Sacraments of Holy Communion and 
Confirmation for children & youth. 

Fall Pre-Cana Program 
If you are planning planning weddings, 

especially Winter, Spring & Summer 2022. 
St. Michael - Archangel Hall, McLay Drive, Elizabeth 
Saturday, Date to be determined, , 9:00 am-3:30 pm 

Registration $50.00 per couple 
(includes materials & lunch) 

Pre-Registration is necessary. Please call Julie 
In the Faith Formation Office, 412-754-0886 

or email faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org. 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
Registration Forms 2021-2022 

Kindergarten, Grade 1 - Grade 8 
For all new and returning Families 

Can be found on page 7 of this Bulletin. 
 

Open House for K-6 
Sunday, September 12, 2021 at 10:30 am 
Monday, September 13, 2021 at 5:45 pm 

 

Faith Formation Sessions Begins 
Sunday, September 19,2021 

and Monday, September 20, 2021. 

mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com
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Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Office of Faith Formation - 101 McLay Drive, Elizabeth, PA 15037 - 412-754-0886 

2021-2022 FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION FORM 
REGISTRATION FEE:  1 Child $35/ 2 Children $60/ 3+ Children $75  FAMILY CATECHESIS (Homeschool) $60 per Family 

Please make checks payable to Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
If you need tuition assistance or scholarships, please contact the Office of Faith Formation. 

All information is kept confidential. 
 

Please Print 
Parent/Guardian Name(s):                                   
 

Mother’s Maiden Name:                Primary Telephone:                
         (Important for Church Records) 
 

Address (where the child primarily resides):                              

Email:                   Secondary Email:                  
 

Mother’s Cell phone:                Father’s Cell phone:                
 

Church of Registration:                                   
 

1st Child Name:                           Birthdate:          
 

Age:       Grade:       Church of Baptism:                        
 

Known Allergies/Medications/Conditions:                              
 

2nd Child Name:                          Birthdate:          
 

Age:       Grade:       Church of Baptism:                        
 

Known Allergies/Medications/Conditions:                              
 

3rd Child Name:                           Birthdate:          
 

Age:       Grade:       Church of Baptism:                        
 

Known Allergies/Medications/Conditions:                              

Please list up to 3 individuals that have permission to pick up your child(ren). 
Please also list the relationship to the child(ren) as well. Please attach a separate sheet if necessary.  

 

Name                           Relationship:            
 

Name                           Relationship  :          
 

Name                           Relationship:            
 

Special Information for the Office of Faith Formation: 
 

                                        

 

                                        
 

Social Media/Webpage 
There will be activities and events where your child will be photographed and/or videotaped. 

These might be used on our social media, our webpage or in house for advertising. 
If you do not wish for your child’s image to be used, please ask for the social media waiver. 

Please choose your session preference for when your child(ren) will be going to Faith Formation. 
 

    Saint Michael- Sundays; 10:15 am to 11:45 am  
   101 McLay Dr., Elizabeth (2 times per month) 
 

    Saint Michael- Mondays; 5:45 pm to 7:15 pm        Family Catechesis (Homeschool) 
   101 McLay Dr. Elizabeth (2 times per month)        (1 parent/ 1 community meeting per month) 



 

 

Invest just five minutes a day, 
and your faith will deepen 
and grow—a day at a time 

Sunday, August 22; 21st Sunday of Ordinal Time 
Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b; Ephesians 5:21-32; John 6:60-69 

Who do you serve?—Songwriter Bob Dylan had a come-to-
Jesus moment in 1978 in a hotel room in Tucson, Arizona. More 
accurately, it seemed like Jesus came to him, as he felt a 
presence in the room that couldn’t have been anybody but 
Jesus. For four years, Dylan wrote songs critics panned as God
-awful gospel, and fans mourned the loss of what they'd come 
to expect from him. By 1981, Dylan had returned to his Jewish 
and folk-rock roots. Yet he never retracted his vision: Well, it 
may be the devil, or it may be the Lord, but you gotta serve 
somebody. The choice remains ours. If it does not please you 
to serve the LORD, decide today whom you will serve. 
 

Monday, Aug 23; Rose of Lima, virgin 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-5, 8b-10; Matthew 23:13-22 

Family finesse—Parents have expectations of their kids, and 
kids want to make their own choices—it’s part of the painful 
growing-up process. Rose of Lima was like a lot of teenagers 
who clashed with her parents about her future, and she was like 
a lot of saints who rankled family by refusing to marry. They 
never let her join a convent, but they didn’t force her to wed 
either, finally relenting to her choice of chastity. She lived out 
her brief life as she had wished, in prayer and penance. She is 
the patron saint of family problems. Everyone has them, so ask 
Rose for help. One who swears by heaven swears by the 
throne of God. 
 

Tuesday, Aug 24; Bartholomew, apostle 
Revelation 21:9b-14; John 1:45-51 

Play a stirring role—Bartholomew, also called Nathanael, was 
one of the original 12 apostles and later, a traveling missionary. 
He embodied what it means to become a missionary disciple—
one who, upon being led to Jesus, wishes to lead others to him, 
too. As the U.S. bishops say in Go and Make Disciples, 
Jesus gave the Church the unending task of evangelizing as 
a restless power, to stir and to stimulate. Where can you stir 
interest in Jesus today? Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you 
are the King of Israel. 
 

Wednesday, Aug 25; Weekday 
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:27-32 

The past is present—Today, we are becoming aware of the 
deep truth that wrongs committed in the past, even generations 
ago, can still perpetuate evil. Such is the sin of racism, which 
the U.S. Catholic Bishops have repeatedly called an evil which 
endures in our society and in our Church (Brothers and 
Sisters to Us). Each of us is called to help dismantle racism, 
to reject profiting from the oppression of others, and to listen to 
the voices of those who have been silenced too long—for the 
sake of our past, present, and future. You are like 
whitewashed tombs. 
 

Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. —Ps 34 

Thursday, Aug 26; Weekday 
1 Thessalonians 3:7-13; Matthew 24:42-51 

Be alert!—Wakefulness is a term often used in spiritual writing. 
In today’s gospel, Jesus tells his disciples, Stay awake! You do 
not know on which day your Lord will come. The Catechism 
of the Catholic Church contains at least 20 references to being 
awake, usually in regard to awakening faith. The church wants 
its members to be vigilant and tells us in the catechism that the 
Holy Spirit constantly seeks to awaken us to keep watch! 
Ask the Holy Spirit to help you awaken to God’s presence today. 
Jesus said to his disciples: Stay awake! 
 

Friday, Aug 27; Monica, mother of Augustine 
1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; Matthew 25:1-13 

Hang in there—Sometimes it feels like all of our small choices 
and actions will never amount to anything. Go big or go home, 
we’re told. Yet the stuff of transformation, healing, and love is 
knitted together one small thing at a time. Our call is to have 
faith and persist. Take a look at Saint Monica, a laywoman from 
North Africa, who day in and day out offered small acts of 
kindness, love, and care for her beloved yet wayward son 
Augustine. She never tired of believing in him, even storming 
heaven on his behalf. Persisting in the small things that are 
good, beautiful, and true can make a big difference. What small 
things are you called to persist in? Stay awake. 
 

Saturday, Aug 28; Augustine, bishop, doctor of the church 
1 Thessalonians 4:9-11; Matthew 25:14-30 

Let happiness be your song—Like all larger-than-life historical 
figures, Saint Augustine and his legacy are subject to debate. 
Some find in his vast work reason to take a pessimistic view of 
humanity. But he was quite life-affirming in his conviction that 
the happiness found in following God is indeed the only worthy 
and lasting happiness. Happy is [the one] who has God, he 
succinctly put it. To have God for Augustine meant to love God, 
citing Psalm 72: For me it is good to cling to God. Or, as 
Pharrell Williams put it in his blockbuster song Happy a few 
years back, Clap along if you feel like happiness is the truth.  
You yourselves have been taught by God to love one 
another. 
 

 

Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. 
For more information about TAKE FIVE go to PrepareTheWord.com. 

 

Marriage Moments   by Susan Vogt 

   Whether or not you’ve been able to take a vacation this 
past summer, you can still dream. If money were not an 
issue and you had the time, where would each of you love 
to go? You don’t have to agree right now. This is just 
fantasy time. 
 

Parenting Pointers   by Susan Vogt 

   Children like stuff - a new bike or doll, perhaps that latest 
video game. If you consider their request an extravagance, 
can you help them earn it? Are there extra jobs around the 
house you can pay them for like raking the leaves or 
washing the car? 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Catholic Men’s Fellowship will meet on  
Saturday, September 4, 2021 at 7:00 am  

In the St. Michael Church - Meeting Room. 
 

Holy Name Society will meet on 
Sunday, September 12, 2021 at 9:00 am 
in the Queen of the Rosary - Social Hall. 

All men are welcome to attend. 
 

Knights of Columbus will meet on 
Tuesday, September 7, 2021 at 7:30 pm 

in the St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
Third Monday of the Month is a social meeting. 

 

Rosary Makers will meet on 
Monday, September 20, 2021 at 10:00 am 

in St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
 

Glassport Sons of Italy Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, August 29, 2021 - 12 Noon to 6:00 pm 

Homemade Gnocchi or Cheese Ravioli 
with Meatballs, Salad & Dessert 
Take-Out Only 412-673-3915. 

Faith Formation - Youth Group T-Shirt - Order Form 
 

T-Shirts are available for Adults & Youth — $10 
 

Please Print 
 

Name  ________________________________ 
 

Phone ________________________________ 
 

Adult: Small ____  Medium ____  Large ____  X Large ____ 2XLarge ____ 
 

Youth: Small ____  Medium ____  Large 
 

______ (Number of T-Shirts) X $10 (per T-Shirt) = ____________ 
 

Please Complete the Order Form and 
place Order Form in an envelope marked 
Youth Group T-Shirt with your Payment 

and deposit in the collection. Thank You! 

Time, Talent, and Treasure — August 15, 2021 
 

   Weekly Offering    $  13,294 
 

   Monthly Offering    $        524 
 

   Religious Education   $        157 
 

   Children’s Offering   $            5 
 

2021 Parish Share  $  625 
 

2021 Parish Share to Date  $119,824 
 

2021 Parish Share Goal  $137,788 
 

Thank You For Your Sacrificial Giving! 
 

Please make all checks payable to 
Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

 

Mass Attendance 
 

      4:00 pm 236   6:00 pm    80 
      8:00 am   74   9:00 am  186 
    10:30 am 116  12 Noon  130 
 

Families    2,079  Souls    4,880 

Music Ministry 
Adult Choir - Bell Choir - Cantors 

 

Hand Bell Choir 
Sunday at 9:00 am in St. Eugene Church. 

 

Queen of the Rosary & Saint Eugene 
Adult Choir - Cantors 

Cantors rehearsal is on Wednesday at 6:00 pm and 
Adult Choir rehearsal is on Wednesday at 6:30 pm 

in Queen of the Rosary Church. See Pam after Mass. 
 

Saint Michael Adult Choir 
Adult Choir Rehearsal is on Wednesday, 

at 7:00 pm St. Michael Church. See Carol after Mass. 
 

Saint Michael Cantors 
Cantor rehearsal is on Thursday evening 

at 7:00 pm at Saint Michael Church. 
Information or questions, see Celeste after Mass. 

Faith Formation Annual Clothing Give Away 
Saturday, November 14, 2020 

Queen of the Rosary Social Hall 
10 am - 12:30 pm 

 

   A Clothing Drive will be held through the month of October. 
Now would be a good time to gather together your gently used 
or new unwanted clothing and household items. Please be sure 
they are clean. 
   Donations may be left in the Gathering Space of the church 
thru Sunday, November 1, 2020. 

Please no drop offs at the Church Offices. 
For information, please call Darla, 412-953-8119. 

Thank you for your support for the Clothing Drive! 

Knights of Columbus Soup Sale Order Form 
Provided Frozen by Rockwell Red Lion 

Delivered to St. Michael Parking Lot 
On Wednesday, October 13, 2021 - 4:00-5:00 pm 

Please send Order Form & Check to: Barry Bisogni 
2114 Neal Drive, McKeesport, PA  15135 

Order Form & Check due by Wednesday, September 8, 2021 
Please Print 
 

Name: ________________________________________________ 
 

Phone: _____________________________________________ 
 

______ # Wedding     X  $11.00  =   ____________ 
 

______ # Chicken Noodle   X  $11.00  =   ____________ 
 

______ # Pepperjack Crab   X  $12.00  =   ____________ 
 

______ # French Onion    X  $10.00  =   ____________ 
 

______ # Shrimp Bisque    X  $12.00  =   ____________ 
 

______ # Beer Cheese    X  $11.00  =   ____________ 
 

______ # Vinegar & Oil (4 pack)  X  $16.00  =  ____________ 
 

        Amount Due   ____________ 
 

Thank You for your support! 



 

 

Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 
Annual Community Festival 2021 

Thank You!   Thank You! 
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A FESTIVAL THANK YOU 
   It is hard to believe that another festival has come and gone. God blessed us with three 
beautiful days for our inaugural SAINTS JOACHIM AND ANNE PARISH COMMUNITY 
FESTIVAL. It was truly a blessing to have so many of our parishioners and members of 
our community come together to make this festival such a tremendous success. The 
crowds that gathered all 3 nights were amazing and it seemed as if everyone that came 
had a wonderful time having fun and just being with one another in a safe environment. 
 

   At this time, I would like to take this opportunity to THANK the entire Festival Team, the 
parishioners and businesses that donated and supported our festival financially, the 
volunteers that came from our newly formed parish before, during and after the festival. I 
would also like to thank our youth group members and those who helped with flea market 
drop off, the youth who helped daily, the South Allegheny Football Team, the South 
Allegheny Girls Basketball Team, the South Allegheny Baseball team, and the members 
of our communities that came to assist us during festival set up, tear down and during the 
festival itself. We all came together to assist wherever help was needed because of the 
love that we have for one another, for our community and for the love that we have for 
our Catholic Faith. 

 

All your efforts are deeply appreciated!!! 
It is because of you that our festival is a tremendous success. 

 

   Please know that all of this would not have been possible without the help and efforts of 
each member of our wonderful FESTIVAL TEAM who started preparing for our festival 
from their homes during Covid, even though we were unsure if our festival would even be 
permitted to happen. They gave so freely of their time to help coordinate and plan our 
festival. Please thank these outstanding people for a job very well done. It is an honor 
and a privilege to work with such extraordinary people. They are Zac Allan, Glenn 
Bonczek, Adam Carlson, Emily Carlson, Amanda Crossen, Carrie Doonan, Lynley 
Doonan, Patrick Fisher, Bernadette Grese, Kevin Hopkins, Tony Hutskow, Darla 
Losteter, BJ Martis, Janice Matyasovsky, Heidi Metz, Danica Miller, Pat Muic, Anita 
Niecgorski, Mari Anne Palestra, Brian Phillips, Tom Ponchak, Jeannie Premozic, 
Vickie Reitz, Melissa Riggs, Donna Ruhl, Judy Shriane, Lisa Sinay, Lisa Spyra, 
Mary Stehle, Chris Uziel, Missy Winzek and Judy Zajicek. 
 

   I also need to thank the Spyra family, Brian Niecgorski, Chris Ponchak, and their 
families for all the assistance you gave for the festival. We were blessed to have 
you as an extension of our festival team. 
 

Thank You for giving of yourselves for the betterment of our Church. 
You are the BEST!!! 

 

   Lastly, THANK YOU Father Wagner for your support of our festival team. 
 

   If you have any ideas to make our festival better, please pass them along. Remember 
that this is your church, and we are here to thrive as members of the Body of 
Christ, the Church. 
 

   I would love to hear from you personally if you have any suggestions, comments, 
or concerns. My ear is always available. 
 

Please mark your calendars for next year’s festival: August 4, 5 and 6, 2022. 
 

Cathy Esack 

Festival Facilitator 

Congratulations to All 

Festival Ticket Winners! 
 

FESTIVAL RAFFLE TICKET 
 

Early Bird Winners - $50 
 

July 12, 2021      Jeff Wasak 
 

July 19, 2021      Rowan Johnson 
 

July 26, 2021      Steve Drechsler 
 

August 2, 2021      Julia Karnash  
 

Festival Raffle Winners 
 

Thursday, August 5, -$2,000 
Shawna Culp 

 

Friday, August 6, -$2,000 
Maryann McLaughlin 

 

Saturday, August 7, -$5,000 
Gina Picone 

 

Winning Tickets 
 

Thursday, August 5 
 

50/50 – 555881 
 

Lottery Board – 291652 
 

Ground Prize – Tracy Truxal 
 

Wheel Barrow of Cheer - 0991517 
 

Friday, August 6 
 

50/50 - #336696 
 

Lottery Board – 966888 
 

Ground Prize – Samantha Olack 
 

Wheel Barrow of Cheer - 0991771 
 

Saturday, August 7 
 

50/50 – 793082 
 

Lottery Board - 022455 
 

Ground Prize – Kathy Lefford 
 

Wheel Barrow of Cheer - 0991834 
 

Thank you to all who participated 
in the various raffles. Thank You! 



 

 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish     11 

Protecting Children, Youth, 
and Vulnerable Adults 

   Taking reasonable measures to assure that Church personnel 
comply with all required certifications and background checks 
for the purpose of providing a safe environment for children, 
youth, and vulnerable adults. 

Diocesan Database & Regulations for all Ministries 
   All parish staff and volunteers including: Faith Formation: 
Catechists & Aides, R.C.I.A. Team, Youth Ministry; Liturgical 
and Music Ministry: Adult Servers, Cantors, Choir, Eucharistic 
Ministers, Lectors, Ushers; Parish Organizations: Christian 
Mothers/Women’s Guild, Holy Name Society, Knight’s of 
Columbus, Ladies of Charity, Rosary Society; Fund Raising: 
Festival, Fish Fry, Fund-Raising Volunteers, etc. are required to 
be cleared in the following ways: 
1. Be registered on the Virtus ® Online Safe Environment 
database: (Unsure whether you have an existing account? Call 
the Diocese Office for Compliance at 412-456-3093. If your 
record exists, they will provide you with login information) 
2. Be cleared by the Department of Public Welfare (PA 
Child Abuse History) 
3. Be cleared by the FBI (Fingerprint Clearance or Waiver 
for PA residents past 10+ years) 
4. Protecting God’s Children Online Training 
5. Mandated Reporter Online Training (applies to certain 
volunteers – contact Jeannie for more information) 
   The Protecting God’s Children Seminar (an online one-
hour seminar) is a requirement for all adults 18 years of age or 
older who are involved in the public ministry (work) of the 
church. 

For more information, questions, or to begin the process 
of certification, please call Jeannie, 412-751-0663 
or email protect@joachimandannediopitt.org, 

Parish Safe Environment Coordinator. 

Safe Environment Requirement Q&A’s 
   Safe Environment Requirements have been in place for 
many years. The message from the USCCB (United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops) and the Diocese of Pittsburgh is 
clear: compliance is mandatory. 
 

I volunteer for just a few hours a year. 
Do I really need to go through all this? 
Your service is needed.  Your service is appreciated. 
But no one is to be scheduled or permitted to serve until all 
clearances are in place and up to date. 
 

Can I help at the fish fry/bingo/festival if my clearances are 
in progress? 
No. Every new volunteer must be 100% in compliance before 
beginning volunteer service.  This means being registered on 
the Safe Environment Database, with Pennsylvania Child 
Abuse History Clearance, and FBI clearance or waiver. 
Protecting God’s Children training, and Mandated Reporter 
Training (if required for the volunteer position) must be completed 
within 90 days. Current volunteers must renew their 
Pennsylvania Child Abuse History and FBI clearance or 
waiver every five years. Volunteers are informed when 
renewal is due. Please respond promptly to ensure your 
volunteer service can continue uninterrupted. Pennsylvania 
Child Abuse History clearances can be obtained as quickly as 
one business day when submitted online. 
I have clearances from my employment/another volunteer 
organization. Can I submit them?” 
Copies of Pennsylvania Child Abuse History and FBI 
clearances obtained for another organization may be 
submitted if they were issued less than five years ago. You will 
still have to register on the Safe Environment Database and 
complete Protecting God’s Children training, and Mandated 
Reporter Training if required for the volunteer position. 

 

I’m not a criminal. Why do I have to prove it? 
The welfare of children, youth and vulnerable adults is the focus 
and the goal of the safe environment program. 

Everything we do, we do for them. 
 

This isn’t the way it has been done before. 
Differences in how these requirements have been enforced 
from parish to parish and pastor to pastor have led to 
confusion. Our Safe Environment Coordinator will be working 
with each organization and event coordinators to identify and 
assist each volunteer as needed to reach 100% compliance. 
 

I don’t have a computer/internet access. 
The entire Safe Environment process can be accessed through 
VIRTUSONLINE.ORG. At this time, the Protecting God’s 
Children and Mandated Reporter Training are both available 
only online. Those without internet access can register on the 
database and complete the clearance applications with the 
assistance of the Safe Environment Coordinator by phone. 
Online training sessions can be completed at our office by 
appointment. For information, questions, or to begin the 
process contact Jeannie at 412-751-0663. Thank you! 

FALL FROLIC TICKET 
Benefits Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 

Try a chance at winning a total of 
$4000.00 in the month of October. 

Minimum payout is $100.00. 
$10.00 per ticket with 31 chances to win! 

Pays out daily on the 7pm PA Daily Pick 3. 
No bonus numbers. 

If you would like a certain number, 
please call Cathy, 412-980-2918 before August 27, 2021. 

Numbers will be dispersed 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 

If you would like to help with selling a few tickets 
or helping to sell before and after Masses, 

please contact Cathy or Parish Office. 

Thank You for your support! 

https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/index.cfm
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21st Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 

Be our defense against the wickedness 
and snares of the devil; may God rebuke him, 

we humbly pray; and do thou O Prince 
of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, 

thrust into hell Satan and all the other evil spirits 
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

Gathering Hymn: Seed, Scattered and Sown 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading   Joshua 24:1-2, 15-17, 18 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 34 

Second Reading  Ephesians 5:21-32 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel     John 6:60-69 
 

Homily: Reflection of the Word 

Acknowledgements: 
Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation Year B (LPGA) 

WLP, J.S. Paluch Co. Glory, Holy, Memorial Acclamation, Amen, 
Lamb of God, Mass of Christ the Savior, Dan Schutte, OCP. 

All other material used as printed or public domain 
under onelicense.net A-720043 

Glory to God 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will, 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
 have mercy on us; you take away the sins  
 of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Offertory Hymn: Draw Near 

 

Holy 
 

Mystery of Faith 
 

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we 
proclaim your Death, O Lord until you come again. 

 

Amen, Amen, Amen 

Prayer for On Mission for the Church Alive! 
 

Father of Mercy, as we journey 
On Mission for the Church Alive! endow us with 

your gifts of collaboration, courage and compassion. 
 

Help us to fulfill the mission of Jesus and His Church 
through vibrant parishes and effective ministries. 

Raise up selfless, energetic leaders 
to serve the Church in fidelity and with care. 

 

May we the Church of Pittsburgh in Allegheny, Beaver, 
Butler, Greene, Lawrence, and Washington counties, 

 be sustained and strengthened, by your grace. 
 

Help us to learn Jesus, to love Jesus and to live Jesus. 
Hear this prayer and grant it through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, with help of our dear Blessed Mother, 
under the mantle of her love. Amen. 

Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, 
 the Father almighty, maker of heaven  and earth, 
 of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the Only Begotten  Son of God, 
 born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 

All Bow. 
 

 and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
 and became man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
 he suffered death and was buried, 
 and rose again on the third day 
 in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
 to judge the living and the dead 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
 and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life of the world to come.    Amen  
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Lamb of God 
 

Communion Hymn: I Received the Living God 

Going Forth Hymn: Sent Forth By God’s Blessing 

Patriotic Rosary 
Monday Evening 

September 13, 2021 - 7:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church, Elizabeth, PA 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Rosary, Patriotic Hymns and Benediction 

   There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with 
Benediction to conclude the recitation of the Rosary. 
   The Patriotic Rosary will be prayed on the Second Monday 
of the Month. All are invited and most assuredly welcome! 

 

Mary, Queen of the Rosary, pray for us. 


