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Looking For A Faith Community? 
Wherever you are on your faith journey, we welcome you to join our community. 

You may register by calling the Administration Center. 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
1640 Fawcett Ave.  White Oak, PA  15131 

Pre-3, Pre-4, Kindergarten, First-Eighth Grade 
School Office  412-672-2360 

Webpage:  www.maryofnazarethschool.org 
 

Pittsburgh Catholic: pittsburghcatholic.org 
Pittsburgh Catholic Magazine: 

diopitt.org/pittsburgh-catholic-magazine 

Faith Formation 

Adult - Children - Youth 

101 McLay Drive 

Elizabeth, PA  15037 

Phone  412-754-0886 

Email: faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 



 

 

2      Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Infants & Children 
Baptism is a joyous event in the life of the 
church. Baptism is celebrated any Sunday 
after Mass. Parents are required to 
attend a Pre-Baptism Class. 

Previous arrangements are necessary. 
 

Instruction in the Faith - R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program is offered for those interested in 
the Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Wagner. 
 

Reconciliation 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday,  7 - 7:30 pm 
 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  11-11:30 am 

 

Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
Saturday,  1-1:30 pm 

 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  3:15-3:45 pm  

 

St. Eugene Church, Liberty 
Saturday,  5:15-5:45 pm 

 

Marriage 
The prospective bride and groom are to 
make arrangements with the priest or 
deacon at least 6 months prior to the 
proposed date of the wedding. Diocesan 
regulations require all couples to attend 
an approved pre-marriage preparation 
program. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated 
communally on the Second Sunday of the 
Month. 
 

Ministry to the Sick and Shut In 
Homebound members of the Parish 
should call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements to receive Holy Communion 
at home. 
 

Sponsorship Forms 
Only registered, practicing, fully-initiated 
Catholics are eligible for sponsor 
certificates. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Information Deadline 
2 weeks in advance of publish date. 
office@joachimandannediopitt.org 
 

Moving 
Please call or email your new address to 
the Parish Office. 
 

Child Abuse Hotline   1-888-808-1235 

 Mass Intentions For The Week 
 

StE  St. Eugene Church, Liberty      StM  St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
 

QoR  Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
 

November 14 - 21, 2021 
 

Saturday, 13, Vigil, 33th Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StM   4:00 pm M Mary Ann Yurkovich - Children & Grandchildren 
 

StE   6:00 pm T Leonard & Marge Rhodes - Mary Stehle 
 

Sunday, 14, 33th Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StE   8:00 am T Mass of Thanksgiving - Melvyn & Elena Plan 
  

StM   9:00 am M William J. Hunt - Paula & Maureen 
 

QoR 10:30 am T Joe Borrelli - Mary Jean & Duane 
 

StM 12 Noon  M Dylan Cochrane - Family 
 

Monday, 15, Albert the Great, bishop, doctor of the church 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
Novena - Infant of Prague 

 

StM   9:00 am  Elko & Oeler Families - George & Mary Alice 
 

Tuesday, 16, Margaret of Scotland & Gertrude, virgin 
 

StM   9:00 am  Henrietta & Michael Blyshak - Granddaughter 
 

StE   6:30 pm  George & Elizabeth Vanscoy - Greg & Denice 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions - 7:00 - 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, 17, Elizabeth of Hungary, religious 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Helen Marzoch - Thomas & Elena Milczarczyk 
 

StM   9:00 am  Elaine Valecko - Family 
 

Thursday, 18, Rose Philippine Duchesne 
 

StE   8:30 am  Jean Capozzoli - Louise & Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Ron McEvoy - Wife & Family 
 

Friday, 19, Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Norbert Piekut - Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Alfred & Irene Babyak - Family 
 
 

Saturday, 20, Vigil, Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
 

StM   4:00 pm T Robert Burchesky - Connie & Bob 
 

StE   6:00 pm M Margaret Marshalik - Mari Ann Palestra 
 

Sunday, 21, Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
 

StE   8:00 am M Erlinda Paguirigan - Melvyn & Elena Plan 
  

StM   9:00 am T William J. Hunt - Paula & Maureen 
 

QoR 10:30 am M Joe Borrelli - Mary Jean & Duane 
 

StM 12 Noon  T Dylan Cochrane - Family 
Low Gluten Hosts available - please see Priest before Mass. 

Altar Bread & Wine, Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Lamp 
St. Eugene: Sanctuary Lamp burns in Memory of 

Jean Capozzoli from Louise & Family. 
St. Michael: Sanctuary Lamp burns in Memory of 

Leonard Frost from the Ladies of Charity 
Queen of the Rosary: Sanctuary Lamp burns  in Memory of 

James “Jim” David from the Ladies of Charity 
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33rd Sunday in Ordinal Time 
November 14, 2021 

   And then they will see ‘the 
Son of Man coming in the 
clouds’ with great power and 
glory. Take a moment to ponder 
these words from today’s 
Gospel. How does this image 
make you feel? For people to 
truly understand the significance 

of this message, something profound has to happen within. If 
we find ourselves reacting with a sense of dread or fear, we 
have to step back and ask why. Our answer will reveal a great 
deal about our relationship with God. It’s hard to fall in love with 
a God of whom we are afraid. God does not want us to be 
afraid. Nor does He want us to align our wills to His in order to 
avoid some kind of horrendous eternal consequence. That 
sounds like too much of a superficial power play on the part of 
God who continues to seek out His children in love. 

   In order for these words to carry any type of significant 

meaning for us, they have to resonate with and touch us on a 

deeper level. They have to be able to connect some dots and 

have meaning for us in order for this promise to change our 

lives. Sometimes we get preoccupied with the uncertainty of our 

deaths. Not knowing when or how we will eventually die can be 

unsettling. But, more so than needing an answer to the when of 

death, the what of death answer we provide has more 

significance. What happens to us when we die? Whether we die 

during the natural course of our lives or when Christ comes 

again, the experience is the same. If we believe that we are 

meant to live in union with God eternally and that death 

completes and does not diminish us, then it is worth our time 

and effort to wait in vigilant hope of the Lord’s coming in glory. 

Our journey back to God is something beautiful to be desired, 

not dreaded or feared. 

   Sadly, many folks believe that life is no more than a random 

occurrence without any purposeful direction or meaning. Death 

is simply death and nothing more. For them, the Second 

Coming of Christ and God’s eternal promise have no meaning. 

When we understand the truth about who we are, it changes 

things up. We then can see ourselves as works in progress who 

have the choice to either resist the inspirations of the Divine 

Artist or give into the wonderful creativity of His will. Life 

awaiting the fullness of Christ to come becomes an unfolding of 

Divine surprises and abundant joy. 

God is eternally merciful, forgiving, and welcoming. 

It is only when we directly reject this gift 

and turn our backs on Love itself 

that we have anything to fear. ©LPi 
 

The Future  —Saint John Paul II 

The future starts today, not tomorrow. 

 

and those who have no one to pray for them. 

 

November Rosary Intention 
We pray that people who suffer from depression 

or burn-out will find support 
and a light that opens them up to life. 

Pastoral Staff 
Clergy Team 
Reverend Thomas A. Wagner, Pastor 
Reverend Miroslaus A. Wojcicki, Senior Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Dale J. DiSanto, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Jeffrey P. Formica, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Stephen C. Pikula, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John E. Ragan, Permanent Deacon 
 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Lynda McFarland, Principal, 412-672-2360 
 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
 Adult - Children - Youth 
Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
 

Music Ministry      Pastoral Secretary 
Celeste Cafasso      Jan Kunkel 
Carol Gioia       Amy Megahan 
Pamela Whitney 
 

Facilities        Business Manager & 
Tony Hutskow      Safe Environment 
Kevin Hopkins      Jeannie Premozic 
Darla Losteter 
Patricia Muic 
 

Advisory Councils 
Pastoral Council 

Jack Ferko, Facilitator  Patty Smith, Co-Facilitator 
Zac Allan, Scribe 

 Glenn Bonczek  Vickie Budd    Elaine David 
 Eric Davis   Denise DeCapria  Anne Laychak 
 Michael Ksiazek  Leah Meek    Brian Phillips 
 

Finance Council 
Judy Zajicek, Facilitator  Patricia Palmer, Co-Facilitator 

Barry Bisogni, Scribe 
 Kay Callear   Loretta Dabruzzo  Val McCarthy
 Sandy Palmer  Judy Shriane    Donald Similo 

We remember . . . In your charity, 
please remember all those who have died, 

especially: Thomas Lapsley, Mary Prokop, 
Rose Marie Banko, all who will die today, 

and those who have no one to pray for them. 
Resting in Paradise. 

Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord. 
Let Perpetual Light shine upon them. 
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33rd Sunday in Ordinal Time 
   The end is near! Many of us recall such predictions 
from religious sources, mostly small evangelical sects but 
even the larger Jehovah’s Witnesses. Catholics, too. For 
instance, Pope Saint Clement of Rome declared the end 
is near for the year 90; his successor Pope Sylvester II for 
1000; and Innocent III predicted 1284 as the world’s end 
by adding 666 years to the date of Islam’s beginning. The 
end is near! Today’s Liturgy of the Word opens with 
Daniel’s prediction of a time unsurpassed in distress 
since nations began (Dn 12:1), for some an everlasting 
horror and disgrace (12:2). In today’s Gospel, Jesus 
seems to describe precisely what Daniel’s vision will look 
like: In those days after that tribulation the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the 
stars will be falling from the sky, and the powers in the 
heavens will be shaken (Mk 13:24–25). The end is near! 
Well, at least the end is certain, based on these scriptures 
proclaimed ominously midway through this month of All 
Saints and All Souls.       Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

 

Feast of Faith: Blessing and Dismissal 
   At the beginning of Mass, the priest made the sign of the 
cross with us. At the conclusion of Mass, he makes the 
sign of the cross over us, a sign of blessing. We are then 
dismissed—not just let out, but sent forth with a mission to 
love and serve the Lord. Just as Jesus blessed his 
disciples as he ascended to heaven, so this leave-taking is 
joined to a blessing, a prayer for God’s continuing 
protection. As we leave the church, we bear the invisible 
sign of the Master whom we follow. In the words of an 
ancient letter to Diognetus, Christians are 
indistinguishable from other [people] either by 
nationality, language, or customs. They do not inhabit 
separate cities of their own, or speak a strange dialect, 
or follow an outlandish way of life. . . . And yet, there 
is something extraordinary about their lives (Liturgy of 

the Hours, Vol. II, p. 840). We are ordinary people sent forth to 
live extraordinary lives, lives like Christ’s own life—pouring 
ourselves out for others in prayer, service, and love. 

—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co 

Everyday Stewardship - Giving Until it Hurts 
   In the time of Christ, sacrifice was nothing new to the 
Jewish people. The Israelites were experts at sacrifice. So, 
after centuries of every kind of offering imaginable, what 
was so special about Christ’s? What made it so different 
from the sacrifices offered by the Levitical priests for 
centuries before his death? 
   Well, to adequately answer that question would consume 
whole volumes. And, of course, the first and most 
important reason is that Christ was the son of God and the 
savior of the world, not a random (if unblemished) lamb 
offering. It was only by the blood of Christ that we could be 
redeemed. 
   But another answer is this: Christ’s sacrifice cost him. 
In fact, it cost him everything. The offerings made by the 
Israelites through their priests cost them too, of course. 
They gave of their flocks, of their household stores, of their 
wealth. But Christ gave differently. He gave of himself. He 
gave until it was all gone. 
   Such is the highest form of stewardship: the gift of self to 
the point of discomfort. It can take a multitude of forms and 
I am not saying we are all called to be nailed to the cross. 
In fact, for most of us, our gifts will not involve physical 
discomfort at all. But certainly, stewardship demands 
discomfort. It demands that we go against our human 
nature of putting ourselves first, of thinking primarily of our 
own needs and desires. And most of all, it demands love. 
For that, above all else, distinguished the gift Christ gave 
us.          Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi  

Saint Joachim and Anne Parish 
Archangel Education Grants (AEG) 

Catholic Elementary & High School Grants 
   AEG Applications are  now available by calling 
the Parish Office at 412-751-0663 and are due by, 
Monday, November 22, 2021. 
Eligibility: Registered and active parish Family in 
our grouping; and registered in a Diocesan-approved 
school. 

Inviting and Calling 
anyone interested in participating in 

Advent Lessons and Carols, 
Monday, December 20, 2021 at 7:00 pm. 

 

The Celebration of Advent Lessons and Carols 
includes prayers, readings from scripture, 

and the singing of carols 
from the Advent and Christmas seasons. 

If you are interested in being a reader, 
or singing in a choir. 

 

You are asked to contact Celeste, 
either after the 4 pm or 12 Noon Sunday Mass, 

or by contacting the Parish Office. 
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You’re Invited 
 

What:  Mystery Dinner Theater 
Silent Night Who Stole the Silver Bells? 

 

When:  Sunday, December 5, 2021 
 

Doors open at 4:00 pm 
Show starts at 4:30 pm 

 

Where: Saint Michael Church 
Archangel Hall 

 

Presented by: 
Saints Joachim & Anne Youth Group 

 

Please wear your tackiest Christmas sweater 
or most festive Christmas outfit 

and join the festivities. 
 

Raffles & Door Prizes 
 

Tickets: Adults $12 
    Children (ages 4 > 18 yrs) $8.00 
    Children under 4 are Free 
 

Menu: Baked Chicken, potato, green beans, 
   tossed salad, rolls & butter, cake, 
   coffee, tea, water. 
 

For more information or tickets, 
please contact Sue, 

youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 

May God Bless Our Service Personnel 
   We pray for and remember our Service Men 
and Women who are serving on active duty in 
the Armed Services, especially: Cpl. Peter A. 
Barrante, USMC; Maj. Damian Baskerville, 
USAF; Col. Richard Collage, PA NG; Staff 
Sgt. Nicholas DeLuca, Army; Ens. David 
DeMaio, USCG; Capt. Craig Dolhi, Army; 

Capt. Anthony Formica, Army; Jacob Formica, E-4, Army; 
2nd Lt. John Formica, Army; SPC Samuel Formica, Army 
National Guard; Capt. Markus Gibson, USMC; 2ndLt. Miles 
Gibson, USMC; PO2. Mason Gibson, USN; T/Sgt. Michael 
Goodman, USAF; Lt. Col. James Hock, Army; E5 Sgt. Brian 
Imundo, Army; Sgt. Russ Langley, Marines; Staff Sgt. 
Raymond Massung, Jr., USAF; Sgt. First Class William 
Nellis, Army; Staff Sgt. Timothy Oeler, USAF; LTJG. 
Timothy Ragan, USN; Amn. Stephanie A. Reichenbach, 
USAF; PFC David R. Saunders, Army National Guard; Sgt. 
Brandon R. Smith, USAF Pararescueman; Amn. Adam Stitt, 
USAF; Capt. Andrew Tkac, Army and All First Responders. 
 

Thank you for your service! 
May We Never Forget . . . Freedom is Never Free! 

 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Military Recognition Mass - Veteran’s Day 

Sunday, November 14, 2021 
10:30 am Mass at Queen of the Rosary 

As a community of faith, we would like to give thanks 
and remember past and present Veterans. 

May God Bless All Our Heroes! 

Patriotic Rosary 
Monday Evening 

December 13, 2021 - 7:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church 

Elizabeth, PA 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Rosary, Patriotic Hymns and Benediction 

 

   Join us at Saint Michael Church on Monday 
Evening December 13, 2020 at 7:00 pm to pray 
the Rosary as we remember all of our Veterans, 
living and deceased and all those who have been 
elected to serve this nation. 
   There will be Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament with Benediction to conclude the 
recitation of the Rosary. 
   The Patriotic Rosary will include brief 
reflections on The Mysteries and Patriotic Hymns 
after each decade. 
   We are planning a Patriotic Rosary for each 
month on the Second Monday of the Month. 
 

All are invited and most assuredly welcome! 



 

 

Faith Formation 
Adult - Children - Youth 

Religious Education 
 

101 McLay Drive    Elizabeth, PA  15037 
412-754-0886 

 

Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
k6ff@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Susan Formica, Youth Ministry, Jr & Sr 
youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Facebook: 
Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

 

Living Stones of  God’s House  
—1 Peter 2:4-5   

Pre-Baptism Class 
 

 Are you expecting? Is this your first child? 
 

   Pre-Baptism Class is for expectant parents and 
Godparents or anyone who is seeking a Catholic Baptism 
for their child. 

Pre-Baptism Class - Deacon John Ragan 
Thursday, December 9, at 7:00 pm 

St. Michael Meeting Room 
Grandparents are also welcome at these classes. 

   Please register by calling the Faith Formation - 
Religious Education office, 412-754-0886 or emailing 
213FaithForm@gmail.com. 
   Prior to scheduling a Baptism, parents need to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Seminar. 

 

For the schedule and more information about 
the Senior and Junior Youth Ministry Program, 

please email youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 
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Adult Faith Formation 
 

Faith, Fellowship & Food 
Come and Learn about the Holy Spirit 

Father Dave Pivonka’s The Wild Goose series 
Starting Tuesday at 6:45 pm 

in Archangel Hall (Saint Michael Church) 
An eight-week series on the wonders and gifts 

of the Holy Spirit and how the Spirit works 
in and through our entire lives. 

We begin with a simple meal, prayer, video presentation, 
a guided small group discussion and closes with prayer. 

Please contact Sue for information or to register, 
youth@joachimandannediopitt.org or 412-754-0886. 

Bereavement Ministry 
 

This group, led by Deacon Dale DiSanto, is for people 
who have lost a loved one and are experiencing grief. 

This is a Support Group, not counseling. 
 

Thursday Afternoon 
Saint Michael, Meeting Room - 1:00-2:30 pm 

Please RSVP to Jan, 412-751-0663 
so that we may prepare materials. 

If you need assistance in moving through your grief, 
this is an ongoing way to be supported during this difficult time. 
The weekly session begins with suggested topics, open 
discussion and ends with prayer. 

Fall Pre-Cana Program 
If you are planning weddings, 

especially Winter, Spring & Summer 2022. 
St. Michael - Archangel Hall, McLay Drive, Elizabeth 

Saturday, November 20, 2021 , 9:00 am-3:30 pm 
Registration $50.00 per couple 

(includes materials & lunch) 
Pre-Registration is necessary. Please call Julie 

In the Faith Formation Office, 412-754-0886 
or email faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org. 

 

   The Giving Tree providing Christmas gifts to 
those in our local community who need our help. 
   The Giving Tree’s Ornaments will be available 
the weekend November 27/28 in all our churches. 
   You are asked to take an ornament off the tree and 
purchase the gift listed. The gifts can range from 
Clothing Items, Gift Card, Toys, etc. There are 
ornaments on the tree for Infants, Children, Teens, 
Adults, Nursing & Personal Care Residents, Shut-
Ins, etc. all from our local community. 
   Once you have purchased your gift, place it in 
Christmas packaging, and attach your Ornament 
on the outside of the package and return to the 
Church Sanctuary. 

   All gifts should be returned to the church by 
Sunday, December 12, 2021. All the gifts will be 
sorted after the 12 Noon Mass for distribution. 

Thank You for caring! 
Kind deeds change lives, Thank You! 

mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com
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Protecting Children, Youth, 
and Vulnerable Adults 

   Taking reasonable measures to assure that Church personnel 
comply with all required certifications and background checks 
for the purpose of providing a safe environment for children, 
youth, and vulnerable adults. 

Diocesan Database & Regulations for all Ministries 
   All parish staff and volunteers including: Faith Formation: 
Catechists & Aides, R.C.I.A. Team, Youth Ministry; Liturgical 
and Music Ministry: Adult Servers, Cantors, Choir, Eucharistic 
Ministers, Lectors, Ushers; Parish Organizations: Christian 
Mothers/Women’s Guild, Holy Name Society, Knight’s of 
Columbus, Ladies of Charity, Rosary Society; Fund Raising: 
Festival, Fish Fry, Fund-Raising Volunteers, etc. are required to 
be cleared in the following ways: 
1. Be registered on the Virtus ® Online Safe Environment 
database: (Unsure whether you have an existing account? Call 
the Diocese Office for Compliance at 412-456-3093. If your 
record exists, they will provide you with login information) 
2. Be cleared by the Department of Public Welfare (PA 
Child Abuse History) 
3. Be cleared by the FBI (Fingerprint Clearance or Waiver 
for PA residents past 10+ years) 
4. Protecting God’s Children Online Training 
5. Mandated Reporter Online Training (applies to certain 
volunteers – contact Jeannie for more information) 
   The Protecting God’s Children Seminar (an online one-
hour seminar) is a requirement for all adults 18 years of age or 
older who are involved in the public ministry (work) of the 
church. 

For more information, questions, or to begin the process 
of certification, please call Jeannie, 412-751-0663 
or email protect@joachimandannediopitt.org, 

Parish Safe Environment Coordinator. 

God’s Reign 
   By pointing to the end times, today’s readings speak to 
the coming reign of God, when God will make all things 
new. In Christ, this time has already begun. We, by our 
energized watchfulness, can further God’s reign. We can 
heal broken hearts, free captives, spread the Good News. 
Even so, the reign of God will not be complete without the 
second coming of Christ. Our weekly eucharistic gathering 
is a sign of the fullness of the end times. At Mass we join 
as an assembly to recall and to claim the story of Jesus as 
our own. Together we give thanks to God for the many 
gifts bestowed upon us. We receive nourishment in the 
simple but profound meal. And our weak and weary selves 
are invigorated and transformed by the power of Christ, so 
that we ourselves might become effective signs of God’s 
reign present and to come.   Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

 

Listening With Joyful Hope 
   If the end is near or at least coming for certain, 
Someone else is even nearer, indeed with us already! For 
one thing, today’s Hebrews reading offers us this blessed 
assurance: by one offering (Jesus) has made perfect 
forever those who are being consecrated (Heb 10:14). 
So, by the all-sufficient sacrifice of Christ, forgiveness is 
ours, our consecration having begun in Baptism. Christ’s 
sacrifice, offered once and for all on the cross, is now 
made ever present in the Church’s Eucharistic Sacrifice, 
the Mass. But even before we hear Hebrews proclaim 
such Good News, we need to listen with joyful hope to 
Daniel. For, at that very time Daniel declares 
unsurpassed in distress, Daniel promises at that time 
your people shall escape, everyone who is found 
written in the book (Dn 12:1). Recalling Hebrews again, 
the writing of Daniel’s book, namely the Book of Life, 
begins when our names are inscribed on the day of our 
baptism.       Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

Good News In The End 
   Seen then as positive, Daniel’s predictions blossom even 
more beautifully in Jesus’ Good News. Indeed, Jesus 
invokes that very image: Learn a lesson from the fig tree 
(Mk 13:28). Consider well: Jesus does not predict produce 
that comes forth withered, or even worse, poisoned, 
ending in (for many of us) winter’s forthcoming thick clouds, 
deep snow, and brutal cold. Placing before our eyes 
instead a gloriously lovely and positive image, Jesus 
declares: When its branch becomes tender and sprouts 
leaves, you know that summer is near (12:28). So where 
is the Gospel good in today’s passage? Precisely in what 
happens after that tribulation and the powers being 
shaken in the Gospel’s opening lines (12:24–25). For Jesus 
promises that we will see the Son of Man coming in the 
clouds with great power and glory (12:26). Jesus will 
send out the angels and gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the end of the earth to the end of the sky 
(12:27): Jesus’ whole family gathered together, 

the little and lowly lifted up, the lost sheep found. 
Tender indeed is Jesus’ mercy; 

blessed fruit that endures 
and nourishes us into eternity! 

So, we hope indeed that the end is near! 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

 

 
Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away. 

—Mark 13:31  

https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/index.cfm


 

 

Invest just five minutes a day, 
and your faith will deepen and grow 
—a day at a time 

Sunday, November 14; 33rd Sunday of Ordinal Time 
Daniel 12:1-3; Hebrews 10:11-14, 18; Mark 13:24-32 

The poor have a gift for you—Charity presupposes a giver 
and a receiver, Pope Francis reminds us this fifth annual World 
Day of the Poor. This division poses a spiritual danger: 
tempting the giver to view the poor as a category outside our 
community, to which we may choose to offer our generosity. 
This perception gratifies the giver and demeans the receiver. 
Francis observes that the poor, always and everywhere, 
evangelize us—revealing the suffering Christ to us. Charity is 
occasional and voluntary; mutual sharing, however, is enduring. 
The real invitation of the poor is this: to share the burden of 
Christ until we can alleviate it. Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away. 
 

Monday, Nov 15; Albert the Great, bishop 
1 Maccabees 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63; Luke 18:35-43 

Head in the clouds but feet on the ground—Albert the Great 
was a Renaissance man—but he lived in the Middle Ages. He 
was a German theologian, but he also wrote voluminously about 
botany, zoology, music, astronomy, and law— to name just a 
few of his studies of interest. He never let his head full of 
knowledge go to his head, though, and one of the ways this 
Dominican friar and bishop stayed humble was by only traveling 
by foot. Are there lifestyle changes you can make or privileges 
you can shed to keep yourself down-to-earth? When they saw 
this, all the people gave praise to God. 
 

Tuesday, Nov 16; Gertrude, mystic (spiritualist) 
2 Maccabees 6:18-31; Luke 19:1-10 

God’s love conquers all—Orphaned during the Middle Ages, 
Gertrude the Great grew up in a Benedictine monastery and 
became a brilliant scholar. Like her teacher, Saint Mechtilde of 
Helfta, Gertrude also became well-known as a mystic, 
experiencing—and transcribing—vivid visions of God’s 
boundless love. Let Gertrude’s encounters with Divine Love 
calm any worries today: Joy and gladness be to thee from that 
sweetest heart, my one refuge and shelter in my exile, from 
that heart so full of tender care for me, whose love is so set on 
me that it cannot rest till it hath received me into itself for 

evermore. But he could not see him because of the crowd. 
 

Wednesday, Nov 17; Elizabeth of Hungary, religious 
2 Maccabees 7:1, 20-31; Luke 19:11-28 

Keep the faith under pressure—Faithfulness unto death is the 
great rallying cry of the Christian. Without this in mind, today’s 
saint, Elizabeth of Hungary, might at first seem an odd pairing 
with the readings about martyrdom and divine retribution. With 
it, however, we see that Saint Elizabeth’s firm resolve to serve 
the poor, despite being a princess with access to enormous 
privilege, is precisely the kind of behavior God wishes to see in 
his children. It is precisely the use of the talents to which Jesus 
referred in the parable from today’s gospel. Remember, then, 

that whenever we die to ourselves and devote our lives to 
Christian charity, we become common martyrs and fulfill the law 
of God. He, in his mercy, will give you back both breath and 
life, because you now disregard yourselves for the sake of 
his law. 
 

Thursday, Nov 18; Rose Philippine Duchesne 
1 Maccabees 2:15-29; Luke 19:41-44 

Perseverance please!—Life can sometimes beat a person 
down, and when that happens, the beautiful tradition of praying 
for saints to intercede for us can provide communion and 
solace. Today’s saint, Philippine Duchesne, was a nun who 
survived the upheaval of the French Revolution and combined 
both a strong devotion to prayer and a passion for missionary 
life in the American frontier, with its many hardships. Because 
perseverance was a major theme in her life, she is a patron 
saint of perseverance in adversity. Saint Philippine, pray for us! 
If this day you only knew what makes for peace. 
 

Friday, Nov 19; Weekday 
1 Maccabees 4:36-37, 52-59; Luke 19:45-48 

Act on memory—Dedications in memory of fields where lives 
were lost or sacred places defiled have been a mainstay since 
biblical times. By remembering the horror of death and 
destruction, we hope to redeem the site and make it holy again. 
But as Abraham Lincoln stated on this day in 1863 in his 
Gettysburg Address, honoring a Civil War battlefield: We 
cannot dedicate—we cannot consecrate —we cannot 
hallow—this ground . . . . the living and dead, who 
struggled here, have consecrated it. Our role, says Lincoln, is 
to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who 
fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is for us to 
highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain. 
Lincoln’s words echo Jesus’ call to his disciples to do this in 
memory of me. Become the body of Christ. The days of the 
dedication of the altar should be observed with joy and 
gladness. 
 

Saturday, Nov 20; Blessed Virgin Mary 
1 Maccabees 6:1-13; Luke 20:27-40 

God of the living—The Bible’s Second Book of Maccabees, 
composed about a hundred years before Christ, introduced the 
ideas of resurrection from the dead, the intercession of the 
saints in heaven, and the responsibility of the living to offer 
prayers and sacrifices for the dead. The Sadducees of today’s 
gospel episode rejected these ideas while Jesus obviously 
embraced them. Resurrection, praying for the souls in 
Purgatory, and the intercession of the saints all have become 
part of what the church believes. Every Saturday we honor the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the greatest saint in heaven, and ask her 
intercession for the souls of our departed relatives and friends. 
God is not God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all 
are alive. 

 

Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. 
For more information about TAKE FIVE go to PrepareTheWord.com 

 

You are my inheritance, O Lord! —Psalm 16 
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Upcoming Events 

Catholic Men’s Fellowship will meet on  
Saturday, November 27, 2021 at 7:30 am  

in the St. Michael Church - Meeting Room. 
All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Christian Mothers/Women’s Guild will meet on  
Thursday, November 18, 2021 at 7:00 pm  

in the St. Michael Church - Meeting Room. 
All women of the Parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Holy Name Society will meet on 
Sunday, December 5, 2021 at 9:00 am 

in the Queen of the Rosary - Social Hall. 
All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Ladies of Charity will meet on  
Saturday, December 11, 2021 at 10:00 am  

in the St. Michael Church - Archangel Hall. 
 

Knights of Columbus will meet on 
Monday, November 15, 2021 at 7:30 pm 

in the St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
Third Monday of the Month is a social meeting, 

all men of the parish are invited to attend. 
 

Rosary Makers will meet on 
Monday, December 6, 2021 at 10:00 am 

in St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
 

Ushers Meeting will meet on 
Thursday, January 13, 2022 at 7:30 pm 

in St. Michael - Archangel Hall. 
Here to serve Our Lord through serving others. 

 

Glassport Sons of Italy Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, November 28, 2021 - 12 Noon to 6 pm 

Homemade Gnocchi or Cheese Ravioli 
with Meatballs, Salad & Dessert 
Take-Out Only 412-673-3915. 

Crochet Club meets weekly on 
Thursday from 11:30 am - 1:30 pm 

in the St. Eugene Rectory - Meeting Room. 
New members are always welcomed. 

 

Quilting Club meets weekly on 
Monday at 12 Noon 

in the St. Eugene Rectory - Meeting Room. 
New members are always welcomed. 

Sarris Christmas Candy 
   Rosary Makers are now taking Sarris Christmas Candy 
orders. Please contact Patty, 412-384-6021, for an order 
form. Order Forms and Payment (Please make checks 
payable to Sts Joachim & Anne) are due Wednesday, 
December 1,  and will be delivered on Monday, 
December 20, 2021. Thank You! 

Please make all checks payable to 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
 

Mailing Offertory Envelopes: 
 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
101 McLay Drive, Elizabeth, PA 15037 

 

New Monthly Envelope 
   The New Monthly Envelope replaces the Capital 
Improvement, Building & Grounds, Upkeep and 
the Utility & Energy or Fuel. 
   Each Family is asked to contribute $20 to the 
Monthly Envelope. These monies will be used to 
assist in the upkeep of parish property and help 
cover the cost of energy and utilities. Thank You! 
 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 50/50 
October Winner 

Michael Molinaro — $555.00 
In your offertory packet, there is a special envelope 

marked 50/50 Drawing--Donation $5.00. 
Thank You For Your Support! 

 

You will be enriched in every way 
for your great generosity. 

—2 Corinthians 9:11   

Time, Talent, and Treasure — November 7, 2021 
 

   Weekly Offering    $  14,308.75 
 

   Monthly Offering    $    3,116 
 

   Religious Education   $       534 
 

   Children’s Offering   $           6 
 

2021 Parish Share  $  1,255 
 

2021 Parish Share to Date  $132,482 
 

2021 Parish Share Goal  $137,788 
 

Thank You For Your Sacrificial Giving! 
 

Please make all checks payable to 
Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

 

Mass Attendance 
 

      4:00 pm 228    6:00 pm  86 
      8:00 am   62    9:00 am  210 
    10:30 am 112  12 Noon  125 
 

Families    2,079  Souls    4,880 
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Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Food Bank Sunday 

   We accept all non-perishable 
food items and paper products to 
administer to the needy of our local 
community on the Third Sunday 
of the Month. 

   Items needed are pasta and sauc-
es, tuna fish, rice, stews, cereal, 
canned fruits & vegetables, coffee & 

tea, hot chocolate mix, peanut butter & jelly, sugar, 
flour, crackers, Jell-O gelatin, puddings, powdered 
milk, cocoa, infant formula & baby food, juices, facial 
soap, shampoo, laundry detergent, diapers, facial tis-
sues, paper towels, toilet tissue, cleansers, etc. 
   Please bring your donations to Mass with you and 
leave them in the Gathering Space of the Church. 
Cash or checks are also welcome. 

Kind deeds change lives, Thank You! 

Available now….. 
WINTERWONDERLAND TICKET 

Try a chance at winning a total of 
$4000.00 in the month of December. 

Minimum payout is $100.00. 
$10.00 per ticket with 31 chances to win! 

Pays out daily on the 7pm PA Daily Pick 3. 
Numbers will be dispersed 

on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Thank You for your support! 

Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 
Annual Community Festival 

August 4, 5 and 6, 2022. 

   Planning for our Annual Community Festival has 
already begun. We will gladly accept donations for 
our Specialty Baskets, Craft Baskets and 
our Wheel Barrows of Cheer. 
 

Now would be a great time to pick up those 
Fall Clearance Items, 

Thanksgiving, Christmas, Winter 
and even items for New Year’s. 

 

   Please bring your donations to the Gathering Space 
in each church and remember that our festival will not 
be successful without your support. 

Thank you for your generosity!!! 

Thank You!    Thank You! 
 

Thank you to all the bakers, 
patrons, sponsors and volunteers 

who supported 
the Old Fashioned Bingo. 

Great Stocking Stuffers! 
Available soon….. 

CUPID CIRCLE TICKET 
Benefits Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

Try a chance at winning a total of 
$4,000 in the month of February. 

Minimum payout is $100.00. 
$10 per ticket with 28 chances to win! 

Pays out daily on the 7pm PA Daily Pick 3. 
No bonus numbers. 

If you would like to request a certain number 
for the February - Cupid Circle Ticket, 

please call Cathy, 412-980-2918 
before Monday, December 6, 2020. 

Numbers will be dispersed 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Thank You for your continual support! 

 

Parenting Pointers   by Susan Vogt 

   As the weather becomes colder in the northern 
hemisphere (or warmer in the southern hemisphere) 
we often change our clothes and homes to adjust to 
different levels of heat. Ask your family members 
what they like most and least about this season. 
 

A Family Perspective   by Bud Ozar 

   Today’s gospel teaches us UNCERTAINTY is 
normal. There are some things in life which no one 
knows … only the Father. Marriage and parenting 
are full of uncertainty for like the fig tree in the gos-
pel, the people we love grow and change. 

 

Marriage Moments   by Susan Vogt 

   Heaven and earth will pass away…But of that 
day or hour, no one knows (Mark 13:31-32). 
Although this scripture probably refers to the end of 
the world, in marriage the day one of you dies is the 
end of your earthly marriage. It’s hard to think about 
this, but it will happen. Dare to take a moment this 
week to write a sentence to your beloved about how 
you will feel upon their death. 
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Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
2022 Mass Intention Requests 

   Offering Mass for a special intention is a longstanding practice in our Catholic Tradition. Mass is offered for many reasons, i.e. 
remembrance of someone who is deceased, for the health and well-being of someone, or in honor of a birthday or anniversary, etc. If 
you would like a Mass to be offered for someone or a special occasion, please complete this form and return it to the Parish 
Office by the US Mail (101 McLay Drive, Elizabeth, PA  15037) or the Offertory Basket. 
   The Mass Stipend is $10.00 for each Mass Intention. Please include stipend (please make checks payable to Sts. Joachim 
and Anne Parish) with your request. 
   Please return the Entire Mass Intention Form (entire page) to the Parish Office by Wednesday, January 12, 2022. 

 

Anyone celebrating their 25th and 50th Wedding Anniversaries in 2022 
should call the Parish Office, 412-751-0663, before Wednesday, November 17, 2021 to schedule a Mass. 

 

No requests will be taken over the telephone Until Wednesday, February 16, 2022. 
 

• Three (3) Mass Intentions per family (please only one weekend date). 
• No Mass intentions will be accepted for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Easter Sunday, 
  Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, All Souls Day or Thanksgiving Day. 
• After Wednesday, February 16, 2022, you may call for any open dates. At that time, you will be welcome  
  to schedule additional Mass Intentions. 
• If you do not have an Email address, please enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
  if you wish to receive confirmation of the dates requested. Thank you. 
 

Please Print 
 
Your Name:  ______________________________________________________________  Total Amount Enclosed:  $____________ 
 
Your Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daytime Phone Number:  _______________________________       Email:  _____________________________________________ 

Please Print 
Mass Intention For:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Requested By:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living Intention:  ____    Church Request:  ____  St. Mark    ____  St. Michael    ____  Queen of the Rosary    ____  First Available 
 

Mass Date Requested:  __________________________________      Sunday Mass Time Request:  _____________________________ 
 

Alternate Date #1:  _____________________________________      Alternate Date #2:  _____________________________________ 

Please Print 
Mass Intention For:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Requested By:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living Intention:  ____    Church Request:  ____  St. Mark    ____  St. Michael    ____  Queen of the Rosary    ____  First Available 
 

Mass Date Requested:  __________________________________      Sunday Mass Time Request:  _____________________________ 
 

Alternate Date #1:  _____________________________________      Alternate Date #2:  _____________________________________ 

Please Print 
Mass Intention For:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Requested By:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living Intention:  ____    Church Request:  ____  St. Mark    ____  St. Michael    ____  Queen of the Rosary    ____  First Available 
 

Mass Date Requested:  __________________________________      Sunday Mass Time Request:  _____________________________ 
 

Alternate Date #1:  _____________________________________      Alternate Date #2:  _____________________________________ 
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33rd Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 

Be our defense against the wickedness 
and snares of the devil; may God rebuke him, 

we humbly pray; and do thou O Prince 
of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, 

thrust into hell Satan and all the other evil spirits 
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

Gathering Hymn: Sing a New Song to the Lord 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading   Daniel 12:1-3 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 16 

Second Reading  Hebrews 10:11-14,18 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel     Mark 13:24-32 
 

Homily: Reflection of the Word 

Acknowledgements: 
Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation Year B (LPGA) 

WLP, J.S. Paluch Co. Glory, Holy, Memorial Acclamation, Amen, 
Lamb of God, Mass of Christ the Savior, Dan Schutte, OCP. 

All other material used as printed or public domain 
under onelicense.net A-720043 

Glory to God 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will, 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
 have mercy on us; you take away the sins  
 of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

Lord Of All, Hear Our Prayer. 

Offertory Hymn: Amazing Grace 

 

Holy 
 

Mystery of Faith 
 

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we 
proclaim your Death, O Lord until you come again. 

 

Amen, Amen, Amen 

Prayer for On Mission for the Church Alive! 
 

Father of Mercy, as we journey 
On Mission for the Church Alive! endow us with 

your gifts of collaboration, courage and compassion. 
 

Help us to fulfill the mission of Jesus and His Church 
through vibrant parishes and effective ministries. 

Raise up selfless, energetic leaders 
to serve the Church in fidelity and with care. 

 

May we the Church of Pittsburgh in Allegheny, Beaver, 
Butler, Greene, Lawrence, and Washington counties, 

 be sustained and strengthened, by your grace. 
 

Help us to learn Jesus, to love Jesus and to live Jesus. 
Hear this prayer and grant it through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, with help of our dear Blessed Mother, 
under the mantle of her love. Amen. 

Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, 
 the Father almighty, maker of heaven  and earth, 
 of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the Only Begotten  Son of God, 
 born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 

All Bow. 
 

 and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
 and became man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
 he suffered death and was buried, 
 and rose again on the third day 
 in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
 to judge the living and the dead 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
 and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life of the world to come.    Amen  
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Communion Hymn: Eye Has Not Seen Going Forth Hymn: City Of God 

Patriotic Rosary 
Monday Evening 

December 13, 2021 - 7:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church, Elizabeth, PA 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Rosary, Patriotic Hymns and Benediction 

   There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with 
Benediction to conclude the recitation of the Rosary. 
   The Patriotic Rosary will be prayed on the Second Monday 
of the Month. All are invited and most assuredly welcome! 

 

Mary, Queen of the Rosary, pray for us. 


