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Looking For A Faith Community? 
Wherever you are on your faith journey, we welcome you to join our community. 

You may register by calling the Administration Center. 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
1640 Fawcett Ave.  White Oak, PA  15131 

Pre-3, Pre-4, Kindergarten, First-Eighth Grade 
School Office  412-672-2360 

Webpage:  www.maryofnazarethschool.org 
 

Pittsburgh Catholic: pittsburghcatholic.org 
Pittsburgh Catholic Magazine: 

diopitt.org/pittsburgh-catholic-magazine 

Faith Formation 

Adult - Children - Youth 

101 McLay Drive 

Elizabeth, PA  15037 

Phone  412-754-0886 

Email: faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 
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Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Infants & Children 
Baptism is a joyous event in the life of the 
church. Baptism is celebrated any Sunday 
after Mass. Parents are required to 
attend a Pre-Baptism Class. 

Previous arrangements are necessary. 
 

Instruction in the Faith - R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program is offered for those interested in 
the Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Wagner. 
 

Reconciliation 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday,  7 - 7:30 pm 
 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  11-11:30 am 

 

Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
Saturday,  1-1:30 pm 

 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  3:15-3:45 pm  

 

St. Eugene Church, Liberty 
Saturday,  5:15-5:45 pm 

 

Marriage 
The prospective bride and groom are to 
make arrangements with the priest or 
deacon at least 6 months prior to the 
proposed date of the wedding. Diocesan 
regulations require all couples to attend 
an approved pre-marriage preparation 
program. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Anointing of the Sick is celebrated 
communally on the Second Sunday of the 
Month. 
 

Ministry to the Sick and Shut In 
Homebound members of the Parish 
should call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements to receive Holy Communion 
at home. 
 

Sponsorship Forms 
Only registered, practicing, fully-initiated 
Catholics are eligible for sponsor 
certificates. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Information Deadline 
2 weeks in advance of publish date. 
office@joachimandannediopitt.org 
 

Moving 
Please call or email your new address to 
the Parish Office. 
 

Child Abuse Hotline   1-888-808-1235 

 Mass Intentions For The Week 
 

StE  St. Eugene Church, Liberty      StM  St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
 

QoR  Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
 

May 8 - 15, 2022 
 

Saturday, 7, Vigil, 4th Sunday of Easter - Mother’s Day 
 

StM   4:00 pm G Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StE   6:00 pm M Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

Sunday, 8, 4th Sunday of Easter - Mother’s Day 
 

StE   8:00 am M Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am T Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
  

QoR 10:30 am M Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM 12 Noon  T Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

Monday, 9, Easter Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Dolores Chandler - Gert, Ingrid, Dolores 
 

Novena - Infant of Prague 
 

StM   9:00 am  Hunt & Brendza Families - Paula & Maureen 
 

Tuesday, 10, Damien de Vester, priest 
 

StM   9:00 am  Barbara Hanick – Brother, John 
 

StE   6:30 pm  Ryan Kushner - Tim & Betty Runtich 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament - 7:00 - 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, 11, Easter Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Eugene Skerkoski - Peggy Wagner 
 

StM   9:00 am  Mary Margaret Malandra - Jim & Eileen Diperna 
 
 

Thursday, 12, Easter Weekday 
 

StE   8:30 am  Deceased of the Wasil Family – Jim & Mary Jane Portner 
 

StM   9:00 am  Verla Piper – Sally Muro-Lucarelli 
 

Friday, 13, Easter Weekday - Our Lady of Fatima 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Gertrude K. McMahon - McMahon Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Albert Ragan, Sr. - Debbie & Gary 
 

Saturday, 14, Vigil, 5th Sunday of Easter 
 

StM   4:00 pm M Mike & Mary Colecchi - Michelle & Mike 
 

StE   6:00 pm T John Matyasovsky - Wife, Janice 
 

Sunday, 15, 5th Sunday of Easter 
 

StE   8:00 am T Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am G  Phyllis Usko - Parish Family 
  

QoR 10:30 am T John Kaczka - Wife, Betty 
 

StM 12 Noon  M Mary Prokop - Ivan & Mel Raos 
Low Gluten Hosts available - please see Priest before Mass. 

Altar Bread & Wine, Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Lamp 
St. Eugene: Sanctuary Lamp burns for Blessings & Health  

of Michael Bill from Ladies of Charity 
St. Michael: Altar Bread & Wine, Sanctuary Lamp burns 
in Memory of Mike & Mary Colecchi from Michelle & Mike 

Queen of the Rosary: Sanctuary Lamp burns in Memory of 
Laura Bocianoski from Ladies of Charity. 
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Fourth Sunday of  Easter 
May 8, 2022 

 

   Human beings, while 
capable of the worst, are also 
capable of rising above 
themselves, choosing again 
what is good, and making a 
new start (Pope Francis). We 
have a difficult time figuring out 

what is true and best for us. There are many voices talking 
and so many trying to get our attention. We wrongly 
convince ourselves that the true voice is the voice of 
progress, the one that speaks of contemporary wants and 
desires, enticing us with the latest trends and causes. We 
are taught, by listening to the voices around us, that truth 
is found in feelings and thought, and ideals must match 
current and popular human wants. Because we feel a 
particular way it must be true. Then, we find a shepherd 
who empathizes with us and affirms us. We follow that 
voice even though listening to that voice will render us 
powerless and lead us to harm. There are many with me in 
this procession to this pasture. I must be on the right path 
and listening to the right voice. 

   We are very confused. 

• What can keep us safe and from harm? 

• Where do we go to find life, love, and happiness? 

Jesus tells us that he is the way, the truth, and the life. 

The only way to get to Truth, who is God, is through him. 

There is no other way. The Church, the gate around God’s 

pasture of life, is charged with the mission of directing us 

where God desires that we go. In the midst of all of the 

conflicting voices around us, the voice of truth is often 

muffled in all of the noise, but it beckons us to a life of 

virtue and grace. Helping us understand who we are and 

where we have to be, it discerns the voice of God, 

providing us with the safety net we need to stay straight on 

our path to life eternal. 

   We have to trust the voice of God, the true Shepherd, 

even when it does not mirror what we want and what 

others may believe. Faith goes way beyond feeling and 

involves a radical trust in Someone who can lead us and 

form us. At day’s end, if we do not know to find our 

way home, we will be truly lost.       ©LPi 

Pastoral Staff 
Clergy Team 
Reverend Thomas A. Wagner, Pastor 
Reverend Miroslaus A. Wojcicki, Senior Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Dale J. DiSanto, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Jeffrey P. Formica, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Stephen C. Pikula, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John E. Ragan, Permanent Deacon 
 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Lynda McFarland, Principal, 412-672-2360 
 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
 Adult - Children - Youth 
Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
 

Music Ministry      Pastoral Secretary 
Celeste Cafasso      Jan Kunkel 
Carol Gioia       Amy Megahan 
Pamela Whitney 
 

Facilities        Business Manager & 
Tony Hutskow      Safe Environment 
Kevin Hopkins      Jeannie Premozic 
Darla Losteter 
Patricia Muic 
 

Advisory Councils 
Pastoral Council 

Jack Ferko, Facilitator  Patty Smith, Co-Facilitator 
Vickie Budd, Scribe 

 Glenn Bonczek  Elaine David  Eric Davis 
 Anne Laychak  Leah Meek  Brian Phillips 
 

Finance Council 
Barry Bisogni, Facilitator  Patricia Palmer, Co-Facilitator 

Judy Zajicek, Scribe 
 Kay Callear   Sandy Palmer Judy Shriane 

We remember . . . In your charity, 
please remember all those who have died, 

especially: Edward Steindl, Sandra McBride, 
the grandmother of Christopher McBride, 

Robert Kilgore, father of Charles Kilgore, 
Dolores Chandler, all who will die today, 

and those who have no one to pray for them. 
Resting in Paradise. 

Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord. 
And Let Perpetual Light Shine on them. 

Pope Frances’ May Rosary Intention 
   We pray for all young people, called to live life to 
the fullest; may they see in Mary’s life the way to 
listen, the depth of discernment, the courage that 
faith generates, and the dedication to service. 
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Fourth Sunday of  Easter 
   In the time of Jesus, when multiple flocks of sheep would 
be gathered, protecting the flock depended heavily on the 
shepherd’s personal recognition of individual sheep, by 
sight and sound. In today’s Gospel, Jesus uses this 
imagery to speak of how Jesus—and the Father—protect 
those whom God loves—that is, everyone. Forces that pull 
us away from God are ultimately no match for the fierce 
love God has for us. Our favor with God does not depend 
on our behaving properly, or gaining theological 
knowledge, or holding precise beliefs. Our stance with God 
is primarily about God’s insistence that we belong to God, 
and to no other. Belonging to God, we know that however 
much we mess up, we are not lost. Belonging to God 
eventually draws us into a life of care for each other. 
Belonging to God, we can safely grow into a fuller 
belonging.      Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

A Foretaste Of  Paradise 
   Throughout Easter Time, the 
Church rejoices with Jesus, risen 
from the dead. Our readings on 
this Fourth Sunday of Easter 
celebrate our instinct to come 
together in joy, worshiping in 
church. While private prayer 

nourishes our individual relationship with the Lord, 
community prayer is a foretaste of paradise. The book of 
Revelation depicts a great multitude worshiping God day 
and night in his temple. Our churches on Easter Sunday 
often reflect this happy multitude, filling the pews to 
bursting. Four Sundays into the festive season, we are 
encouraged to keep praising God together. In the Acts of 
the Apostles, Paul and Barnabas demonstrate their instinct 
to worship with their faith community each Sabbath, 
dutifully taking their seats in the synagogue. In the Gospel, 
Jesus calls us his sheep and reminds us why coming 
together as a flock is so important: uniting in community, 
we imitate the unity of God.    Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

Reflection question: 
How can I listen more closely 

to the voice of the Good Shepherd? 
 

A GARDENER’S CREED  —Anonymous 

One is nearer God’s heart in a garden 
than anywhere else on earth. 

 

JOB DESCRIPTION 
Do not feel totally, personally, irrevocably 
responsible for everything . . . That’s my job. —God 

Light To The Gentiles 
   Today’s passage from the Acts of the Apostles is one of 
several turning points in the self-understanding of the early 
Church. Paul evokes the image of A light to the Gentiles. 
Some thought that Gentiles, non-Jews, were somehow 
marginal in God’s eyes. The Gentiles in Paul’s audience 
rejoice, because they now see that they are not second 
class members of God’s family, but fully part of God’s 
beloved people. The story continues by noting the 
resistance from those who enjoy first class status in the 
community, as inclusion of the Gentiles was perceived as 
a threat to their self-image and privilege. 
   The book of Acts continues to challenge today’s 
societies, churches, and organizations. Luke’s vision of 
God’s family, united as equal heirs to the Kingdom of God, 
confronts our many barriers of wealth, race, gender, and 
much more. We are invited to give witness to this vision in 
our life together as the Church.  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

White Robes 
   Our reading from the Book of Revelation presents the 
image of God’s people before God’s throne, wearing robes 
that are washed white in the blood of the Lamb. A robe, 
especially when worn in God’s presence, is meant to 
express the real truth about the person. A white robe 
indicates their purity. The washing in the blood of the Lamb 
(Jesus) suggests that the people have met much suffering, 
and in some manner, have participated in the suffering of 
Jesus. 
   These passages were written to a people experiencing 
great tribulations in living their faith. But the author of 
Revelation does not suggest that anyone should seek out 
suffering for its own sake. He does not make suffering 
somehow a necessary entry pass for salvation. Our 
sufferings come from many sources, and suffering is a 
profound mystery. The image of washing in blood suggests 
that God is present within our suffering. God accompanies 
our suffering, leads us toward refreshment, and will wipe 
every tear from our eyes.   Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Everyday Stewardship -  
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments 

Reluctant Sheep 
   Sheep get an awfully bad rap, 
linguistically. Some are quick to 
label people as sheep if we think 
t hey  haven ’ t  su f f i c i en t l y 
questioned authority or if they’re 
too willing to go along with 
someone else’s plan. We say 

someone has the wool over their eyes if they aren’t 
willing to see what we think is very obvious. A wolf in 
sheep’s clothing is what we call someone looking to take 
advantage of those too gullible to identify a real threat.  
   Taking all this into account and considering how often 
we are referred to as sheep in Scripture, you’ve really got 
to wonder if God trying to tell us something about 
ourselves. 
   If you look at the phraseology associated with sheep, it’s 
no wonder that nobody wants to be one. 
• Sheep are innocent. 
• Sheep can’t protect themselves. 
• They’re vulnerable and easily misled. 
   We want to see ourselves as the opposite of all that. We 
like to think we’re shrewd, with plenty of common sense. 
We want to believe that we don’t have to rely on anybody 
for anything. We would sooner identify with the wolf 
than with the sheep — at least the wolf can take care 
of himself. 
   We do this because we often resist the need to rest in 
the greatness of God. Like a child walking to school alone 
for the first time (forgetting his mom is following watchfully in 

the car), we want to think we can handle it all by ourselves. 
   The truth is that God is trying to tell us something by 
comparing us to sheep: 

You don’t have to do this on your own. 
   Every time I look at an obstacle and think that there is no 
way around it, I am forgetting that I have a shepherd 
who knows the location of the gate. 

 — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS, ©LPi 
 

MOTHER LOVE  —Chinese proverb 

There is only one pretty child in the world, 
and every mother has it. 

 

We are his people, the sheep of his flock. 
—Psalm 100   

Read the Bible. 
Pray over Sacred Scripture. 

You can keep whatever you find… 

Thank You!    Thank You! 
A special Thank you to the over 

300 Parish Volunteers who have completed 
their Safe Environment Recertification. 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
What is it? Who can receive it? 

   Anointing of the Sick gets its roots 
from Jesus whose words and touch 
brought healing to those who were 
sick or afflicted. This is one of the 7 
sacraments of the Catholic church, a 
Sacrament of Healing. 

   Anyone, adults or children, experiencing problems 
of mind, body, or spirit should seek this sacrament. 
If you are experiencing any of the following please 
consider receiving the Anointing of the Sick: 
Seriously ill, Alcoholism, Health issues, Mental/
Health Issues, Depression, Addictions, Weakness 
due to age, Facing or recovering from surgery, 
Family problems causing physical, mental, or 
spiritual illness, Caregivers caring for seriously ill 
family member, etc. 
   During the Anointing of the Sick, those present 
will pray for healing and forgiveness. The priest will 
make the sign of the cross on the forehead and palm 
of the hands of each person with the Oil of the Sick. 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
will resume being celebrated communally 

on the Second Sunday of the Month 
beginning in May. 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
joyfully announces the 

60th Anniversary of Ordination of 
Father Miroslaus ‘Miro’ Wojcicki 

June 3, 1962 
 

You are cordially invited to a 
Mass of Thanksgiving 

on Sunday, June 5, 2022 at 10:30 am 
in Queen of the Rosary Church 

Glassport, PA 
followed by an Open House 

in the Social Hall. 

Open House Reception Desserts 
Parish Bakers are invited to donate a dessert to the 
Open House Reception. If you are able to bake, 
please call Darla, 412-953-8119. Thank You! 
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Are you ready for the ride of your life? Join us for four weeks of Bible stories, STEM challenges, 
service projects, music, and FUN! The entire family is invited – children, parents, grandparents, 

aunts, uncles, cousins, even neighbors. No one is too young or too old to ride! 
 

Registration fee is $30 for the first four family members, $5 for each additional registrant. 
At least one adult must attend for every five children registered. 

Children age 3 and under are free. (Please still include their name and age on registration form.) 
 

Registration (Please Print) 
 

Primary Parent/Guardian’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Cell Number: ________________________________  Email Address: ________________________________________ 
 

Second Registrant:___________________________________________ Age (child): ____________ OR   Adult    (circle)  
 

Third Registrant:_____________________________________________ Age (child): ____________ OR   Adult    (circle)  
 

Fourth Registrant:____________________________________________ Age (child): ____________ OR   Adult    (circle)  
 

  *Additional Registrants ($5 per person if over age 3): 
 

Fifth Registrant:______________________________________________ Age (child): ____________ OR   Adult    (circle)  
 

Sixth Registrant:______________________________________________ Age (child): ____________ OR   Adult    (circle)  
 

Seventh Registrant:___________________________________________ Age (child): ____________ OR   Adult    (circle)  
 

(Please use back of form if more space is needed.) 
 

Please list any Food Allergies/Medical Conditions we should be made aware of: 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please enclose payment with registration form. 

If you need financial assistance for VBS, please contact Julie Fleckenstein 412-754-0886 
Other questions? Contact Amanda Wilt at k6ff@joachimandannediopitt.org 

Please make checks payable to Saints Joachim and Anne  
 

Office use only:  Date Received:_______________________ Amount: _________________Cash/Check#:_____________ 

Every Monday in June! 
June 6th 

June 13th 
June 20th  
June 27th  

St. Michael Church 
101 McLay Drive 

Elizabeth, PA 15037 
 

6:00pm-8:00pm 

Family Vacation Bible School 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
invites you to: 

mailto:k6ff@joachimandannediopitt.org


 

 

Bereavement Ministry 
 

This group, led by Deacon Dale DiSanto, is for people 
Who have lost a loved one and are experiencing grief. 

This is a Support Group, not counseling. 
If you need assistance in moving through your grief, 

this is an on going way to be supported during this difficult 
time. The weekly session begins with suggested topics, 
open discussion and ends with prayer. 

Thursday Afternoon - St. Michael Meeting Room 
RSVP Jan, 412-751-0663 

Please RSVP so  that we may prepare materials. 

Faith Formation 
Adult - Children - Youth 

Religious Education 
 

101 McLay Drive    Elizabeth, PA  15037 
412-754-0886 

 

Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
k6ff@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Susan Formica, Youth Ministry, Jr & Sr 
youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Facebook: 
Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

 

Living Stones of  God’s House  
—1 Peter 2:4-5   

Pre-Baptism Class 
 

   Pre-Baptism Class is for expectant parents and Godparents 
or anyone who is seeking a Catholic Baptism for their child. 

Pre-Baptism Class - Thursday, June 9, 2022, 
at 7:00 pm in St. Michael Meeting Room 

   Please register by calling the Faith Formation - Religious 
Education  o f f ice,  412-754-0886 or  emai l ing 
faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 
   Prior to scheduling a Baptism, parents need to attend the 
Pre-Baptismal Seminar. 

Spring Pre-Cana Program 
If you are planning weddings, 

especially Winter, Spring & Summer 2022. 
St. Michael - Archangel Hall, McLay Drive, Elizabeth 

Saturday, November 12, 2022, 9 am-3:30 pm 

Registration $50.00 per couple 
(includes materials & lunch) 

Pre-Registration is necessary. Please call Julie 
In the Faith Formation Office, 412-754-0886 

or email faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org. 

 

For the schedule and more information about 
the Senior and Junior Youth Ministry Program, 

please email youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 
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Sacrament of Confirmation 
 

Monday, May 23, 2022 at 7:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church, Elizabeth 

Family!   Faith!   Fun! 
SonWorld Adventure Park 

Buckle up and get ready for the ride of your life! 

Family Vacation Bible School will be 
Monday evenings in June from 6:00 - 8:00 pm. 

at Saint Michael Church 
Family-style VBS includes Bible stories, STEM 
challenges, service projects, music and more 

Faith, Fellowship, and Food Summer Series 
with Dr. Maureen Crossen 

   Join us in a lively and practical series in which we 
further discover our Journey of Faith. 
 

The Summer topics are: 
Tuesday 6:45-9 pm - St. Michael-Archangel Hall 

May 24  that they all maybe one (John 17:22) 
 Living our profession of faith that we are one 
 in the Spirit with gifts to         share. 
June 14  Love one another as I have loved you 
            (John 13:34) 

 Living our profession of faith that we are holy 
 through our universal call to holiness (Vatican II) 
 through reconciliation and forgiveness. 
July 12  …and the Word was made flesh, and 
    pitched His tent among (John 1:14) 
 Living our profession of faith that we are catholic 
 through the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy 
August 9 I am telling this to you that my joy may be 
    in you and your joy may be complete 
            (John 15:11) 

 Living our profession of faith that we are apostolic by 
 announcing the Good News of Jesus Christ to others. 
 

   The evening includes prayer & song, presentation, 
facilitator led discussion. Sessions are conducted in a 
spirit of community; all are welcome. 

For more information call 412-754-0886. 
Please come and join us in prayer. 



 

 

Invest just five minutes a day, 
and your faith will deepen and grow 
—a day at a time. 

Sunday, May 8; 4th Sunday of Easter 
Acts 13:14, 43-52; Revelation 7:9, 14b-17; John 10:27-30 

Be a goodness trafficker—Many of us are proud to be good at 
what we do whether it is a trade, craft, profession, or pastoral 
role. Yet few of us claim to be experts at our special task. Sister 
of Charity Blessed Miriam Teresa Demjanovich of New Jersey is 
called a genius of the soul for her instructions on the mystical 
life collected after her death in 1927 under the title Greater 
Perfection. In a key closing lesson, she writes: Union with God, 
then, is the spiritual height God calls everyone to achieve—
anyone . . . who specializes in the traffic of eternal good, 
who says yes constantly to God. On this Mother's Day, pray 
that every mother may become, and also nurture, "soul 
geniuses" and traffic in eternal good. My sheep hear my voice; 
I know them, and they follow me. 
 

Monday, May 09; Easter Weekday- Acts 11:1-18; Jn 10:1-10 
Flying in formation—Did you think that Catholic cardinals 
came to be so called because their red robes were reminiscent 
of the birds with the same name? Nope—it’s actually the other 
way around. Cardinals—that is, the senior members of the 
clergy—wear red because it symbolizes their willingness to 
sacrifice for their faith. The birds came to be called cardinals 
because they reminded people of the red-clad men who make 
up the church’s College of Cardinals. The word cardinal comes 
from the Latin word for hinge—upon which a gate or door 
opens. Pray for these leaders and their flocks to open their 
eyes, ears, and hearts as we find our way together into the 
future church. The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the 
sheep hear his voice. 
 

Tuesday, May 10; John of Avila, priest 
Acts 11:19-26; John 10:22-30 

Thank you, God—German Catholic mystic Meister Eckhart 
gets credit for these eloquent words: If the only prayer you 
ever say in your entire life is Thank you, it will be enough. 
More than a century later, another Catholic mystic would offer a 
slightly different view. Spanish priest Saint John of Ávila, 
recognized as a doctor of the church, wrote: A single Blessed 
be God in adversity is worth more than a thousand acts of 
thanksgiving in prosperity. But in the end, you can't go wrong 
following King David's direction in Psalm 34 to Bless the Lord 
at all times—even when it seems impossible. He rejoiced and 
encouraged them all to remain faithful to the Lord in 
firmness of heart. 
 

Wednesday, May 11; Easter Weekday 
Acts 12:24—13:5a; John 12:44-50 

Cultivate a missionary’s heart—Today we celebrate the feast 
of Servant of God Matteo Ricci, a Jesuit missionary to China 
during the 16th and 17th centuries. He was known for his 
multitudinous academic ventures for the benefit of his 
constituents and for his openness to (and adoption of) the local 

culture. He is famous for creating a Chinese map of the known 
world, for his consultations with Chinese royalty on matters of 
astronomy and science, and for his assistance in translating 
important works from Latin to Chinese—and vice versa. Let your 
own gifts overflow in a life of witness. So may your way be 
known upon earth; among all nations, your salvation. 
 

Thursday, May 12; Nereus & Achilleus, Pancras, martyrs 
Acts 13:13-25; John 13:16-20 

Pray for the courage of conviction—Today we honor three 
martyrs, Saints Nereus, Achilleus, and Pancras. Attitudes 
toward martyrs can run hot and cold. Ugh, they just want to be 
a martyr, we say about the self-aggrandizing who put their 
sacrifices on display. In one of his sermons, Saint Augustine 
chided false martyrs, those who flaunted punishments they 
received for promoting schismatic beliefs. But when we see the 
real deal, a person whose heart is so big that sacrifice feels 
less like pain and more like love, we applaud their martyrdom. 
Open our hearts, O God, so that we can sacrifice like that. 
Whoever receives me receives the one who sent me. 
 

Friday, May 13; Our Lady of Fatima 
Acts 13:26-33; John 14:1-6 

Let a new era of peace begin—In 1917 during a time of great 
turmoil in Europe, three Portuguese children reported seeing an 
apparition of Mary in which, it was later revealed, the Blessed 
Mother called for people to imitate her faithfulness to Christ as a 
way to achieve peace. According to Carmelite Sister Lúcia dos 
Santos, one of the children of Fatima, Mary also promised that 
the consecration of Russia by the world’s bishops would lead to 
an era of peace. Amid the devastation of Russia's 2022 invasion 
of Ukraine, the Catholic bishops of Ukraine requested Pope 
Francis to consecrate Ukraine and Russia to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, which he did on March 25, asking all the world's 
bishops to join him from their own dioceses. May we continue to 
follow Mary’s example of discipleship as a way of achieving 
peace at home and abroad. Blessed are those who hear the 
word of God and observe it. 
 

Saturday, May 14; Matthias, apostle 
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; John 15:9-17 

The making of an apostle—There are alternate ways of 
becoming an apostle. Number one is being called directly by 
Jesus, as were the 12 apostles. Then there’s today’s saint, 
Matthias, who was chosen by drawing lots. Saint Paul was a 
self-proclaimed apostle. Junia and her partner Andronicus are 
called apostles in Romans 16:7. The church also designates 
apostles: Patrick was the Apostle of Ireland, Boniface the 
Apostle to the Germans, and Mary Magdalene has the honor 
of being the Apostle to the Apostles. The word apostle means 
sent, so in a sense when we are sent forth at the end of Mass, 
we’re all apostles. How does that change your understanding of 
who you are? It was not you who chose me, but I who chose 
you. 
 

Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. 
For more information about TAKE FIVE go to PrepareTheWord.com 
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Upcoming Events 

Catholic Men’s Fellowship will meet on  
Saturday, May 14, 2022 at 7:30 am  

in the St. Michael Church - Meeting Room. 
All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Christian Mothers/Women’s Guild will meet on  
Thursday, May 19, 2022 at 7:00 pm  

in the St. Michael Church - Meeting Room. 
All women of the Parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Holy Name Society will meet on 
Sunday, May 8, 2022 at 9:00 am 

in the Queen of the Rosary - Social Hall. 
All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 

Ladies of Charity will meet on  
Saturday, May 14, 2022 at 10:00 am  

in the St. Michael Church - Archangel Hall. 
 

Knights of Columbus will meet on 
Monday, May 16, 2022 at 7:30 pm 
in the St. Michael - Meeting Room. 

 

Rosary Makers will meet on 
Monday, June 6, 2022 at 10:00 am 

in St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
 

Ushers Meeting will meet on 
Thursday, May 12, 2022 at 7:30 pm 

in St. Michael - Archangel Hall. 
Here to serve Our Lord through serving others. 

 

Glassport Sons of Italy Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, May 22, 2022 - 12 Noon to 6 pm 

Homemade Gnocchi or Cheese Ravioli 
with Meatballs, Salad & Dessert 

Eat-In or Take-Out, 412-673-3915. 

Crochet Club meets weekly on 
Thursday from 11:30 am - 1:30 pm 

in the St. Eugene Rectory - Meeting Room. 
New members are always welcomed. 

 

Quilting Club will not 
be meeting until the Fall. 

Time, Talent, and Treasure 
 

May 1, 2022 
 

   Weekly Offering    $  13,036.35 
 

   Monthly Offering    $    2,658 
 

   Religious Education   $       265 
 

   Children’s Offering   $           8 
 

Mass Attendance 
 

     4:00 pm  205   6:00 pm  117 
     8:00 am    75   9:00 am  202 
   10:30 am  129 12 Noon  118 

 

Families    1,929  Souls    4,547 
 

Parish Share 
2022 Parish Share  Goal  $134,148 

 

2022 Parish Share to Date  $69,246 
 

Thank You For Your Sacrificial Giving! 
 

Mailing Offertory Envelopes: 
Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

101 McLay Drive 
Elizabeth, PA 15037 

 

Monthly Envelope 
   The Monthly Envelope replaces the old Capital 
Improvement, Building & Grounds, Upkeep and the 
Utility & Energy/Fuel envelopes. 
   Each Family is asked to contribute $20 to the Monthly 
Envelope. These monies will be used to assist in the 
upkeep of parish property and help cover the cost of 
energy and utilities. 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 50/50 
April Winner 

 

Anthony Desimone — $599.00 
 

In your offertory packet, there is a special envelope 
marked 50/50 Drawing--Donation $5.00. 

Thank You For Your Support! 

All are invited ... 
Mother’s Day Family Mass & Breakfast 

Sponsored by Holy Name Society 

Sunday, May 22, 2022 at 10:30 am 
Queen of the Rosary Church & Social Hall 

Breakfast $10 (limited number of tickets) 
Ticket available from any Holy Name member 

or by calling Mike Ksiazek, 412-672-3910. 
Breakfast includes: eggs, sausage, ham, potatoes, 

fruit cup, juice, pastries & beverage. 

Knight’s of Columbus #10077 
Scholarship Program 

   The Knights of Columbus are now 
accepting applications for their 
Scholarship Program for any high 

school graduate who is a resident of the Elizabeth 
Forward or South Allegheny School Districts or an 
eligible member of Saints Joachim and Anne Parish. 
   Information and applications are available by 
contacting the Parish Office, 412-751-0663 or any 
member of the Knights of Columbus, Council 
#10077. 

Applications are due by Sunday, July 31, 2022. 
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May God Bless Our Service Personnel 
   We pray for and remember our 
Service Men and Women who are 
serving on active duty in the Armed 
Services, especially: Cpl. Peter A. 

Barrante, USMC; Maj. Damian 
Baskerville, USAF; Col. Richard 

Collage, PA NG; Staff Sgt. Nicholas DeLuca, Army; Ens. 
David DeMaio, USCG; Capt. Craig Dolhi, Army; Capt. 
Anthony Formica, Army; Jacob Formica, E-4, Army; 2nd Lt. 
John Formica, Army; SPC Samuel Formica, Army National 
Guard; Capt. Markus Gibson, USMC; 2ndLt. Miles Gibson, 
USMC; PO2. Mason Gibson, USN; T/Sgt. Michael Goodman, 
USAF; Lt. Col. James Hock, Army; E5 Sgt. Brian Imundo, 
Army; Sgt. Russ Langley, Marines; Staff Sgt. Raymond 
Massung, Jr., USAF; Sgt. First Class William Nellis, Army; 
Staff Sgt. Timothy Oeler, USAF; 2nd Lt Nickolas Pasek, 
Army National Guard; LTJG. Timothy Ragan, USN; Amn. 
Stephanie A. Reichenbach, USAF; PFC David R. Saunders, 
Army National Guard; Sgt. Brandon R. Smith, USAF 
Pararescueman; Amn. Adam Stitt, USAF; Maj. Andrew 
Tkac, Army and All First Responders. 

 

Thank you for your service! 
 

May We Never Forget . . . Freedom is Never Free! 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Food Bank Sunday 

   We accept all non-perishable food 
items and paper products to administer to 
the needy of our local community on the 
Third Sunday of the Month. 
   Items needed are pasta and sauces, 
tuna fish, rice, stews, cereal, canned 

fruits & vegetables, soup, coffee & tea, hot chocolate 
mix, peanut butter & jelly, sugar, flour, crackers, Jell-O 
gelatin, puddings, powdered milk, cocoa, infant 
formula & baby food, juices, facial soap, shampoo, 
laundry detergent, diapers, facial tissues, paper 
towels, toilet tissue, cleansers, etc. 
   Please bring your donations to Mass with you and leave 
them in the Gathering Space of the Church. Cash or 
checks are also welcome. Thank You! 

Kind deeds can change lives! 

Family Fun and Car Cruise 
Sponsored by Sts. Joachim and Anne Youth Group 

Friday, June 17, 2022 - 5:30 - 9:30 pm 
Saint Michael Church, Elizabeth Township 
The evening will include a classic car cruise, 
live band, basket raffles, food trucks, games, 

raffles, and a pie baking contest. 
This year, we are adding a good old-fashioned 

Pittsburgh cookie table! 
If you would like to enter a car, bake a pie, 

bake some cookies, enter a basket or volunteer, 
please contact Sue, youth@joachimandannediopittlorg 

 

Family Fun Night Raffle Tickets ON SALE NOW 
Benefits Sts. Joachim and Anne Youth Group 

$3,000 — Ticket $5 — 4 chances to win 
($1500 straight, 1000 reverse, 250 one up, 250 one down) 

Available after Mass or by calling the 
Faith Formation Office, 412-754-0886 

or email youth@joachimandannediopittlorg 
 

Thank you for your support! 

Marriage Moments   by Susan Vogt 

   This year Mother’s Day and Good Shepherd Sunday 
both fall on May 8. So, what do sheep and mothers have 
to do with marriage? Perhaps it’s about taking care of an-
other. Or course, neither of you are sheep or a child, but 
seek out a fun way to care for your beloved today. 
 

Parenting Pointers   by Susan Vogt 

   These are the ones who have survived the time of 
great distress (Rev 7:14). During these past years of pan-
demic, you and your children have probably experienced 
significant changes and stress. Our whole world has. 
Share what has been hardest, but also something positive 
you’ve learned from the experience. 
 

A Family Perspective   by Bud Ozar 

   Today’s gospel reminds us to be shepherds for our chil-
dren who depend on us to be their guides and role mod-
els. Where are we leading them? When they hear our 
voice what message do they hear? 

 

Mother’s Day gives us the opportunity to celebrate the 
unconditional love of mothers. Whether living or deceased, 
a mother’s love always invites us to follow her example by 
loving generously and selflessly  
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Festival Specialty Baskets 
Thank you so much for your generosity! 

   We continue to receive items in our labeled specialty 
baskets. All these donations will start us on our way to 
designing the beautiful baskets that are an important part 
of our Saints Joachim & Anne Community Parish Festival. 
P.S. Look in the clearance aisle. 
 

BASKET THEMES: 
 Spring Gardening: seeds, tools (small shovels or rakes), 

potting soil, gardening gloves, garden statues or flags, 
garden hose, nozzles. 

 Patriotic: red, white & blue items, flags, picnic 
 Italian: sauces, tomato paste, canned tomatoes, 

pastas, cooking pots, colanders and kitchen utensils. 
 Summer: beach balls & pool items, beach towels, 

picnic items, folding outdoor chairs or picnic table. 
 Fall: seasonal decorations (leaves & pumpkins), plates & 

napkins, Tablecloth, orange and shades of browns 
 Halloween: decorations, black & orange plates, 

tablecloths, napkins, items for a party. 
 Thanksgiving: turkey platter, pumpkin tablecloths, 

plates, napkins, gravy boats or decorations 
 Men's: tools, flashlights, work gloves, bandanas, 

men's soaps & colognes 
 Women's: candles, beauty items, nail care, spa gift 

certificates 
 Children's: toys, puzzles, balls, games, dolls 
 Hot Wheels: match box or hot wheel toy cars. 
 Baby: diapers, blankets, clothing, baby bottles, baby 

toys, baby powder & lotions 
 Baking: cookie sheets, pie pans, measuring cups, 

bowls 
 Small Appliance: assorted small kitchen appliances 

(toasters, can openers, crock pots and coffee makers) 
 Back to School: lunch boxes, backpacks, pencils, 

paper, calculators, & folders. 
 Car Wash: window cleaner, towels, paper towels, 

wax, tire cleaner, bucket, shammy 
 Cleaning: Mr. Clean, Windex, paper towels, magic 

erasers & Clorox clean up. 
 Pet: Cat/Dog - pet food, treats, bowls, toys, bedding. 
 Holiday Themes: New Year’s Day, Valentines Day, 

St. Patrick Day, July 4th, Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc 
 Going Green: environmentally friendly products 
 Kitchen Supplies: dish Cloths, tea towels, pot 

holders, small appliances, etc 
 Puzzle Basket: crossword, word search, sudoku, etc 

Thank you for your generosity!!! 
We couldn’t do it without you! 

 

Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 
Annual Community Festival 

August 4, 5 and 6, 2022. 
 

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS!!!!! 
Our craft basket area needs your talent! 

   We are looking for floral arrangements, wreaths, wood 
working, afghans, baby items, etc. 
   Donations can be dropped off at each church in the 
Gathering Space. If you have any questions, please call 
Cathy, 412-980-2918. Thank you for you time, talents 
and support of our parish festival!!! 

 

Festival Wheelbarrows of  Cheer 
One Wheelbarrow of Cheer will be raffled 

each night of our Community Festival. 
   Donations are greatly appreciated. Themes: Tailgate 
Party (sports items, glasses, coolers, etc); USA (red, 

white & blue, patriotic items); Beach/Picnic (coolers, 
beach chairs, pool & picnic items), all kinds of alcohol, 
wine, wine coolers, beer, soda, mixers, snack & party food 
items are all needed. 
   Donation drop-off information: Mari Ann, 412-667-0297, 
or Cathy Esack Hair Styling Center, 412-672-8666, 
(during business hours). Please do not leave items if the 
shop is closed. Thank you for your generous support! 
 

Community Festival Volunteers 
Our Community Festival is less than five months away. 

   All returning volunteers wishing to help with this year’s 
Festival are reminded that your clearances and training 
need to be current.  
   All new volunteers can contact Jeannie to begin the 
safe environment process. 
   For information, questions, or to begin the process of 
certification, please call Jeannie, 412-751-0663 

or email protect@joachimandannediopitt.org, 
 

Festival Ticket Stuffing 
   Festival Tickets will be stuffed for distribution on 
Thursday, May 19, 2022 at 9:30 am in St. Eugene 
Church—Rowan Hall, Liberty. Please join us for a 
morning of coffee, donuts, fellowship, fun, and stuffing! 
Many hands make the work get done quickly. 

Hope to see you there! All are welcome! Thank You! 
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4th Sunday of Easter 
Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness 

and snares of the devil; may God rebuke him, 
we humbly pray; and do thou O Prince 

of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan and all the other evil spirits 

who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

Gathering Hymn: Gather the People 

Gloria 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading   Acts 13:14, 43-52 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 100 
 

Second Reading  Revelation 7:9, 14-17 
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Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel     John 10:27-30 
 

Homily: Reflection of the Word 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

Loving God, Hear Our Prayer 

Offertory Hymn: Shepherd of Souls, Refresh and Bless 

Holy 
 

Mystery of Faith 
 

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, 
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come again 

 

Amen, Amen, Amen 
 

Lamb of God 

Prayer for On Mission for the Church Alive! 
 

Father of Mercy, as we journey 
On Mission for the Church Alive! endow us with 

your gifts of collaboration, courage and compassion. 
 

Help us to fulfill the mission of Jesus and His Church 
through vibrant parishes and effective ministries. 

Raise up selfless, energetic leaders 
to serve the Church in fidelity and with care. 

 

May we the Church of Pittsburgh in Allegheny, Beaver, 
Butler, Greene, Lawrence, and Washington counties, 

 be sustained and strengthened, by your grace. 
 

Help us to learn Jesus, to love Jesus and to live Jesus. 
Hear this prayer and grant it through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, with help of our dear Blessed Mother, 
under the mantle of her love. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 
 

The Apostle’s Creed is the Baptismal Symbol of the 
Roman Church and may be used during the Easter season. 

 

I believe in GOD, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
(All Bow) who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God, 
the Father almighty; from there he will come  

to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. 
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Communion Hymn: Come to Me Going Forth Hymn: Hail Mary: Gentle Woman 
 

Carey Landry 
 

Introduction 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you. 
Blessed are you among women  

and blest is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

pray for us sinners now 
and at the hour of death. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
 

Gentle woman, quiet light, 
morning star, so strong and bright, 

gentle Mother, peaceful dove, 
teach us wisdom; teach us love. 

 

1. You were chosen by the Father; 
you were chosen for the Son. 

You were chosen from all women 
and for woman, shining one. 

 

2. Blessed are you among women, 
blest in turn all women, too. 

Blessed they with peaceful spirits. 
Blessed they with gentle hearts. 

 

Text: Based on Luke 1:28, 42. Text and music © 1975, 1978, 
Carey Landry. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. 

Patriotic Rosary 
Monday Evening 

May 9, 2022 - 7:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church, Elizabeth, PA 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Rosary, Patriotic Hymns and Benediction 

   There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with 
Benediction to conclude the recitation of the Rosary. 
   The Patriotic Rosary will be prayed on the Second Monday 
of the Month. All are invited and most assuredly welcome! 

 

Mary, Queen of the Rosary, pray for us. 

Acknowledgements: 
Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation Year C (LPGA)

WLP, J.S. Paluch Co. Holy, Memorial Acclamation, Amen, 
Lamb of God, Mass of Christ the Savior, Dan Schutte, OCP. 

All other material used as printed or public domain 
under onelicense.net A-720043 


