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Looking For A Faith Community? 
Wherever you are on your faith journey, we welcome you to join our community. 

You may register by calling the Administration Center. 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
1640 Fawcett Ave.  White Oak, PA  15131 

Pre-3, Pre-4, Kindergarten, First-Eighth Grade 
School Office  412-672-2360 

Webpage:  www.maryofnazarethschool.org 
 

Pittsburgh Catholic: pittsburghcatholic.org 
Pittsburgh Catholic Magazine: 

diopitt.org/pittsburgh-catholic-magazine 

Faith Formation 

Adult - Children - Youth 

101 McLay Drive 

Elizabeth, PA  15037 

Phone  412-754-0886 

Email: faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 
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Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Infants & Children 
Baptism is celebrated any Sunday after 
Mass. Parents are required to attend a 
Pre-Baptism Class. 

Previous arrangements are necessary. 
 

Instruction in the Faith - R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program is offered for those interested in 
the Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Wagner. 
 

Reconciliation 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday,  7 - 7:30 pm 
Saturday,  5:15-5:45 pm 

 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  11-11:30 am 
Saturday,  3:15-3:45 pm  

 

Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
Saturday,  1-1:30 pm 

 

Marriage 
The bride and groom are to make 
arrangements with the priest or deacon at 
least 6 months prior to the proposed date 
of the wedding. Diocesan regulations 
require all couples to attend an approved 
pre-marriage preparation program. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Anointing of the Sick is celebrated 
communally on the Second Sunday of the 
Month. 
 

Ministry to the Sick and Shut In 
Homebound members of the Parish 
should call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements to receive Holy Communion 
at home. 
 

Sponsorship Forms 
Only registered, practicing, fully-initiated 
Catholics are eligible for sponsor 
certificates. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Information Deadline 
2 weeks in advance of publish date. 
office@joachimandannediopitt.org 
 

Moving 
Please call or email your new address to 
the Parish Office, 412-751-0663. 

 Mass Intentions For The Week 
 

StE  St. Eugene Church, Liberty      StM  St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
 

QoR  Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
 

December 4 --11, 2022 
 

Saturday, 3, Vigil, Second Sunday of Advent 
 

StM   4:00 pm T John Sandor - Pat & Family 
 

StE   6:00 pm M Margie Mykeloff - Mike & Lisa 
 

Sunday, 4, Second Sunday of Advent 
 

StE   8:00 am M Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am T Virginia & Harold Luft - Luft Family 
  

QoR 10:30 am M Joe Borrelli - Duane & Mary Jean 
 

StM 12 Noon  T John & Sara Capane - Kathy & Frank Book 
 

Monday, 5, Advent Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Joanne Topoleski –Parish Family  
 

StM   9:00 am  Patti Trimble – Becky Peterson 
 

Tuesday, 6, Advent Weekday 
 

StM   9:00 am  Minnie Knapten & Anna Ference - Ed & Carol Ference 
 

StE   6:30 pm  Bob Petro - Partyka Family  Mass & Adoration - 7- 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, 7, Ambrose, bishop 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Skerkoski Family - Loretta & Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Jean A. Suhy - Vince, Sue & Jeff 
 

Vigil, Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary - Holy Day of Obligation 
 

StM   7:00 pm  Jennifer Tour - Jordan, Gianna, Mom & Paul  

 

Thursday, 8, Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary - Holy Day 
 

StE   8:30 am   Dorothy Klasnic—Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Helen Gogoel - Bernice Kamenar 
 

QoR   6:30 pm  Thomas Lapsley - Parish Famil;y 
 

Friday, 9, Advent Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Mickeline Urbanski - Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Edna DiSanto & Josephine Marx - Deacon Dale 
 

Saturday, 10, Vigil, Third Sunday of Advent 
 

StM   4:00 pm M Mark Benz - Casey Wagner 
 

StE   6:00 pm T Steve Marchetti - Family 
 

Sunday, 11, Third Sunday of Advent 
 

StE   8:00 am T Angelo & Barbara Palestra, Steven & Margaret Marshalik 
- Robert & Mari Ann Palestra  

 

StM   9:00 am M Sandy Minetti & Dylan Cochrane– Ron Minetti 
 

QoR 10:30 am T Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM 12 Noon  M Thomas Huwalt - Patti & David Stanton 

Altar Bread & Wine, Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Lamp 
St. Eugene: Sanctuary Lamp burns in Memory of 

Carmine Bossio — from Ladies of Charity.. 
St. Michael: Sanctuary Lamp burns in Memory of  

Helen Gogoel from Ladies of Charity. 
Queen of the Rosary: Sanctuary Lamp burns in Memory of 

Mary Giannandrea from Ladies of Charity. 

Victim’s Assistance Hot Line 
Diocesan    412-456-3093 (Office) 

1-888-808-1235 (Hot Line) 
PA Childline    1-800-932-0313 

Immediate Danger Call 911 
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2nd Sunday of  Advent 
December 4, 2022 

   At sixty years of age, Maria 
and Paul had a beautiful life. 
High school sweethearts, they 
had four children, five 
grandchildren, a successful 
business, good friends and a 
fabulous beach house. They 
felt very blessed. Their strong 
faith in God saw them through 

some difficult challenges. Without warning, Paul died 
suddenly. Maria was devastated. Why did God do this? 
Why did God allow this to happen? An indescribable depth 
of sadness weighed heavily upon her heart. She felt 
betrayed by the God she thought was looking out for her. 
She was overwhelmed by despair. Have you ever 
experienced such incredible and deafening sadness? 
Where is God in all of the pain? 

   We often want God to fix things or intervene and change 

nature’s course. When He doesn’t act as we desire, it 

shakes our faith. We do not always understand or 

appreciate why things happen as they do. There is much 

that is beyond our control. John the Baptist prepared the 

way for Jesus and Jesus is the way to God. There is 

something more going on in life than what we can see with 

human eyes. We are on a sacred path, and God is with us. 

God is with us in our confusion, suffering, doubts, and 

intense sadness. Jesus announced God’s vision for 

humanity and taught people to see God and themselves 

for who they are. There is a way through and beyond all 

hardship and suffering. God does not abandon us. 

   God has a clear vision for the future, both for us 

individually and for our world. It is a vision of harmony and 

gentleness where all will live as one and the wolf shall be 

a guest of the lamb. God is not indifferent. He is the God 

of “endurance and encouragement.” In God, we see what 

we may be, what may come and who we can become. 

When Maria opened herself to God’s creative presence, 

she learned to trust. She began to realize that she could 

endure more than she had imagined. She also discovered 

a spark of encouragement, bringing her through the 

sadness to where she could be. In retrospect, Maria knew 

that God’s reassuring presence was with her.   LPi 

Pastoral Staff 
Clergy Team 
Reverend Thomas A. Wagner, Pastor 
Reverend Miroslaus A. Wojcicki, Senior Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Dale J. DiSanto, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Jeffrey P. Formica, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Stephen C. Pikula, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John E. Ragan, Permanent Deacon 
 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Beau Quattrone, Principal, 412-672-2360 
 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
 Adult - Children - Youth 
Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
Emily Hasek, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
 

Music Ministry      Pastoral Secretary 
Celeste Cafasso      Jan Kunkel 
Carol Gioia       Amy Megahan 
Pamela Whitney 
 

Facilities        Business Manager & 
Tony Hutskow      Safe Environment 
Kevin Hopkins      Jeannie Premozic 
Darla Losteter 
Patricia Muic 
 

Advisory Councils 
Pastoral Council 

Jack Ferko, Facilitator  Patty Smith, Co-Facilitator 
Vickie Budd, Scribe 

 Glenn Bonczek  Elaine David  Eric Davis 
 Anne Laychak  Leah Meek  Brian Phillips 
 

Finance Council 
Barry Bisogni, Facilitator  Patricia Palmer, Co-Facilitator 

Judy Zajicek, Scribe 
 Kay Callear   Sandy Palmer Judy Shriane 

We remember . . . In your charity, 
please remember all those who have died, 

especially: all who will die today, 
and those who have no one to pray for them. 

Resting in Paradise. 
Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord. 

And Let Perpetual Light Shine on them. 

Reflection question: 
In what ways can I proclaim God’s praise 

in the coming week? 

Pope Francis’ December Rosary Intention 
We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations 
committed to human development find people 
dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly 
seek out new paths to international cooperation. 
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Advent 2022 
   For six years I lived with a priest 
from Iraq. His hospitality was 
amazing. Every single morning, he 
would greet me with gracious words 
and a friendly tone. Father, good 
morning! It’s good to see you, my 
friend! He never stopped doing it, 

even though we lived in the same house for years. It was 
remarkable, and I never forgot it. 

   It’s not easy to welcome those we live with, is it? 

Familiarity, grudges, resentments, fatigue, and distractions 

gunk up our daily interactions. Saint Paul says in Romans 

15:7, Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ 

has welcomed you, for the glory of God. How has Christ 

welcomed us? With mercy, tenderness, joy, and above all, 

love … not because we deserve it, but for the glory of 

God. 

   New year challenge: This morning, how did you greet 

the first three persons you encountered? If you’re like me, 

it was a bit routine, token, and love-less. I invite you this 

week to increase the love with which you greet people — 

especially if you see them every day. Instead of saying, 

Hey try Good morning, beautiful. Instead of Hi try It’s 

really good to see you, how are you? and so on. 

Above all, greet them with love. 

That’s how the Lord welcomes us. 
— Father John Muir   ©LPi 

 

Harmony 
   Have you ever known a moment when, just for a brief 
instant, you felt that all was right with the world? It is just 
such a moment, stretched into eternity, that the writer of 
Isaiah describes in today’s first reading: the perfection of 
everything, centered in God’s spirit, where knowledge, 
justice, and awe in God’s presence reign. In such a 
paradise, everyone sees eye to eye and thinks in harmony 
with each other, as Saint Paul describes in his letter to the 
Romans. Even animals with a natural animosity toward 
one another coexist peacefully. John the Baptist 
understood that such harmonious relationships do not 
simply happen. They are the fruit of living in right 
relationship with God and others. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Second Sunday of  Advent 
   In our scripture translations, word choices matter. When 
today’s first reading tells us that a stump will bring forth a 
new shoot, it’s Isaiah’s way of telling us that God’s 
miraculous power is at work. Seeds bring forth shoots. 
Even buried roots can bring forth shoots. But a stump? 
When we look at a stump, essentially we are seeing the 
corpse of what used to be a tree. Mortal eyes look and see 
death, but divine eyes look and see new life. And what a 
life the Spirit of God will bring forth from this stump! A life 
filled with wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, 
knowledge, and fear of the Lord—the life that we name 
Jesus. How fitting it is that we will also look upon the wood 
Calvary’s cross—a tree of death—and behold that the 
Spirit of God has turned that tree into a Tree of Life! 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

OUR FASCINATING FAITH 
The Immaculate Conception 

December 8 
   December 8 we celebrate the patronal solemnity of the 
United States and the greatest of Mary’s Advent festivals. 
On that day we remember Mary’s conception in the womb 
of her mother (and nine months later, on September 8, we 
celebrate Mary’s birth). In this liturgy, we affirm our belief 
that God prepared Mary to be the mother of the son of God 
by allowing her a share, from the moment of her conception, 
in the salvation that would be won for all by Christ. 
   Five mothers make their presence felt on December 8. 
The first is Eve, the mother of all the living. The second is 
Mary’s mother, who conceived, brought to birth, and 
nurtured an immaculate daughter who would become the 
mother of the Word made Flesh. The third is Elizabeth, 
who conceived her son John in her old age. The fourth, of 
course, is Mary herself. Finally, the letter to the Ephesians 
and the texts of the Mass for this feast remind us that the 
Church has been chosen to be a spiritual mother. We pray: 
The image of the Virgin is found in your Church . . . 
Trace in our actions the lines of her love, in our hearts 
her readiness of faith. 
   In this Advent time, we are called, as Mary was, to 
make room for Christ in our hearts. What will it take, what 
will be the cost for us to become, as Mary became, real 
bearers of the Word? Let us be open to the intercession of 
Mary on our behalf, that we may become more and more 
like her beloved Son.   Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

 

Glorify God by living in harmony with one another, 
welcoming each other as Christ welcomed you. 

—Romans 15:4-9 
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Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments 
How Much Is Enough? 

   I’ve got some great news for some of you: Jesus Christ 
doesn’t care what name you bear. He doesn’t care where 
you were born, and he doesn’t care what your family tree 
looks like. He doesn’t care where you grew up or where 
you went to school. 
   I’ve also got some bad news for some of you: See 
above. 
   It’s so easy to take our salvation for granted. The mercy 
of God makes it so. Look at John the Baptist — he was 
pouring water on everybody who wanted it. Everybody but 
one group: those who expected it. Those who thought it 
was a given because of who they were, because of what 
they were. Those who had no intention of doing the work 
of repentance.  
   Sometimes, because God is so faithful, we make the 
mistake of forgetting that He is also just. 
   I am baptized, we think. I made my First Communion, 
and I was Confirmed. That’s enough. 
   I went to Catholic school. I know all the Ten 
Commandments and I can tell you anything you want 
to know about the Popes. That’s enough. 
   I’m on parish council. I put money in the basket, and 
I volunteer. That’s enough. 
   None of it is enough. It would never be 
enough. And before we look upon the Pharisees and 
Sadducees with too much judgment, we need to 
remember: the work of repentance is ongoing. It is a 
process that we must commit to within ourselves, 
continuously.  
   God is the missing element to this equation. He is the 
one who raises children to Abraham from the stones. If we 
rely only on our own abilities, our own merits, our own 
offerings, it will never be enough. 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS, ©LP 
 

Marriage Moments   by Susan Vogt 

   One advantage of marriage...is that when you fall out 
of love with each other, it keeps you together until 
maybe you fall in love again (Judith Viorst). What stirs you 
back to your love when it becomes routine? Try it soon. 

Name Calling 
   We often change our tone of 
voice and vocabulary when we 
really want to get somebody’s 
attention. Parents will add a 
middle name to indicate a child 
is in trouble (a middle and last 
name when the child is really 
in trouble). Change of tone and 

words invites attention, demanding a response. Today 
John the Baptist does a bit of name-calling: You brood of 
vipers! Even for someone like John, who regularly used 
potent vocabulary, this way of addressing the holy men—
the Pharisees and Saducees—this level of name-calling 
stands out. Snakes were commonly understood as a 
representation of evil, and a poisonous snake in the 
ancient world held the power of life and death, as the holy 
men thought they did. Instead of thinking about their own 
power, John tells them to produce good fruit. We still get 
ourselves in trouble today when we think that we truly hold 
any type of power over others, when it’s a power that 
belongs only to God.   Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

 

Embracing Change 
   Words like John’s might cause fear in us, or may hold us 
back, hesitant. Words like these can also invite us to 
change our lives. When we do so, we open ourselves to a 
core virtue of the Advent season: hope. Changing our 
lives can also open us up to a more vigorous presence of 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit—wisdom, understanding, 
counsel, strength, knowledge, and fear of the Lord—
named in Isaiah today. Recall that it was in that very Spirit 
we were named for Christ at Baptism. Open your ears and 
heart to the voice of God, who knows the name given to 
you on that day. Respond not out of fear, but in love, to the 
ways that God is calling to you today; calling you to 
change what needs to be changed, and to welcome Christ 
today, as you will once again on Christmas day. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

Parenting Pointers   by Susan Vogt 

   Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb (Isaiah 

11:6). Generally a wolf and lamb are enemies...yet this 
reading invites us to see them resting together. Most of us 
have some folks we don’t get along with. Is there a way to 
see some good even in a person you don’t like. Talk about 
it. 



 

 

Faith Formation 
Adult - Children - Youth 

Religious Education 
 

101 McLay Drive    Elizabeth, PA  15037 
412-754-0886 

 

Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
k6ff@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Susan Formica, Youth Ministry, Jr & Sr 
Emily Hasek, Youth Ministry, Jr & Sr 

youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 
 

Facebook: Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
 

Living Stones of God’s House   —1 Peter 2:4-5 

Pre-Baptism Class 
 

Pre-Baptism Class is for expectant parents and Godparents 
or anyone who is seeking a Catholic Baptism for their child. 

Pre-Baptism Class - Thursday, December 1, 2022, 
at 7:00 pm in St. Michael Meeting Room. 

 

Please register at joachimandannediopitt.org/baptism 
or by emailing faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

or by calling the Faith Formation Office, 412-754-0886. 
Prior to scheduling a Baptism, first time parents 

need to attend the Pre-Baptismal Seminar. 

Pre-Cana Program 
If you are planning weddings, 

especially Winter, Spring & Summer 2023. 
St. Michael - Archangel Hall, McLay Drive, Elizabeth 
Saturday, April 22, 2023, 9 am-3:30 pm 

Registration $50.00 per couple 
(includes materials & lunch) 

Pre-Registration is necessary. Please call Julie 
In the Faith Formation Office, 412-754-0886 

or email faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org. 

 

For the schedule and more information about 
the Senior and Junior Youth Ministry Program, 

please email youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 

Elementary Faith Formation 
Sunday morning 10:15 -11:45 am and 

Monday evening 5:45 - 7:15 pm. 
 

Please contact Julie or Amanda, 
412-754-0886 or email 

faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

Candidates for Sacraments (Holy 
Communion or Confirmation) should be adequately 
prepared to receive these gifts, and a proper understanding 
of the Sacrament should be gained and demonstrated. 
Generally, two (2) consecutive years of instruction is 
necessary for the reception of the Sacraments of Holy 
Communion and Confirmation for children & youth. 
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Read the Bible. 
Pray over Sacred Scripture. 

You can keep whatever you find… 

Bereavement Ministry 
 

This group, led by Deacon Dale DiSanto, is for people 
Who have lost a loved one and are experiencing grief. 

This is a Support Group, not counseling. 
If you need assistance in moving through your grief, 

this is an on going way to be supported during this difficult 
time. The weekly session begins with suggested topics, 
open discussion and ends with prayer. 

Thursday Afternoon - St. Michael Meeting Room 
RSVP Jan, 412-751-0663 

Please RSVP so  that we may prepare materials. 

You’re Invited 
What:  Mystery Dinner Theater 

Who Kidnapped Rudy 
the Rosy-Nosed Reindeer? 

 

When:  Sunday, December 18, 2022 
 

Doors open at 5:00 pm 
Show starts at 5:30 pm 

 

Where: St. Michael Church - Archangel Hall 
 

Presented by: 
Saints Joachim & Anne Youth Group 

 

Raffles and Door Prizes 
Please wear your tackiest Christmas sweater 

or most festive Christmas outfit 
and join the festivities. 

 

Tickets: Adults $15 
    Children (ages 5 > 18 yrs) $10 
    Children under 5 are Free 
 

Dinner by R-Place Restaurant 
Menu: Chicken Romano, parsley potatoes, 
   green beans, tossed salad, rolls & butter, 
   cupcake, coffee, tea, water. 
 

For more information or tickets, reserve early, 
only 250 seats are available, please contact Sue, 

youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 
or call, 412-926-8412. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fjoachimandannediopitt.org%2fbaptism&c=E,1,pqqTkUkVNfBpeyR_TNAg28WXDv85K4vUIsusWPGPWSCRUKiGbOPEJPcbX9lo-ktfzzR2DrOIz7dGG4BbsBn_EJK_CcVb-_rAPwsx_0Lf&typo=1
mailto:faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org


 

 

Invest just five minutes a day, 
and your faith will deepen and grow 
—a day at a time. 

Sunday, Dec 4; Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-9; Matthew 3:1-12 

Peace to all who enter here—The holiday season can be full 
of exciting plans and activities. It can also be stressful, as social 
demands increase. Shopping and seasonal food preparation 
take time—a thing always in limited supply. And as families and 
communities gather, opportunities for harmony or conflict arise. 
Francis de Sales offers advice for the harried: Never be in a 
hurry; do everything quietly and in a calm spirit. Do not 
lose your inner peace for anything whatsoever, even if your 
whole world seems upset. Commit to Isaiah's peaceable 
kingdom, where calf and lion share the field and childhood 
innocence leads the way. The calf and the young lion shall 
browse together, with a little child to guide them. 
 

Monday, Dec 05; Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke 5:17-26 
Feed my flock—Mandela Day is an annual international day in 
honor of South African anti-apartheid activist Nelson Mandela 
celebrated on his birthday in July as a call to action to every 
individual to change the world with acts of service. Today is the 
anniversary of Mandela’s death and also International Volunteer 
Day, another reminder for each person to make a positive 
difference in the lives of others. In 2022, the Nelson Mandela 
Foundation focused on the intersection of food security and 
climate change—also themes of Pope Francis’ encyclical 
Laudato Si’. How can you and your parish help provide 
nutritious food to all in your community in ways that are 
sustainable? For suggestions, visit mandeladay.com. We have 
seen incredible things today. 
 

Tuesday, Dec 06; Nicholas, bishop 
Isaiah 40:1-11; Matthew 18:12-14  

Secret Santa—The anonymous generosity of Saint Nicholas, 
bishop of Myra in the 300s, is legendary. So as not to attract 
praise from others, Nicholas performed charitable deeds on the 
sly—like the time he saved three poor maidens from destitution 
because they had no dowry for marriage. Under cover of night, 
Saint Nick secretly dropped three bags of gold down their 
chimney to ease their plight. The size, shape, and color of these 
bags of gold gave rise to the “Christmas orange” traditionally 
placed in Christmas stockings. Consider an anonymous act of 
charity today—and maybe treat yourself to an orange, too! It is 
not the will of your heavenly Father that one of these little 
ones be lost. 
 

Wednesday, Dec 07; Ambrose, bishop 
Isaiah 40:25-31; Matthew 11:28-30 

Firm stance, gentle hand—Saint Ambrose of Milan, the 
esteemed early church theologian and pastor, was consecrated 
bishop of Milan on this day in 374, during a trip to the city to 
quell a succession crisis for the contentious church post. Known 
for his conciliatory demeanor, Ambrose was a staunch defender 
of orthodox beliefs about the divinity of Jesus, but he was also 
respected by those who believed Jesus not to be God, because 

of his willingness to listen to them. Among his countless 
contributions to the church, he converted Saint Augustine of 
Hippo with his preaching and baptized the wayward son before 
his own journey to theological greatness. In this season of 
charity, may we all emulate Ambrose’s devotion to peace and 
unity on his holy feast. Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you will 
find rest for yourselves. 
 

Thursday, Dec 08; Immaculate Conception 
Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12; Luke 1:26-38 

Holiness is about more than clean living—Older Catholics 
might smile as they recall the imagery for sin that they learned 
in the mid-20th century. Sin-free meant a clean soul. The 
dogma of the Immaculate Conception refers to Mary as free 
from all stain of original sin. Rather than emphasize Mary’s 
clean soul, today many contemporary theologians choose to 
emphasize Mary’s active faithfulness over a lifetime. That’s 
something each one of us can aspire to. Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
 

Friday, Dec 09; Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
Isaiah 48:17-19; Matthew 11:16-19 

Don’t lose sight of Mary—After providing a mantle of roses 
with the image of Mary miraculously impressed upon it as proof 
to the archbishop of Mexico City of her appearance to him, Juan 
Diego spent his days living as a hermit and guide to pilgrims 
near a shrine built in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe, a title 
Mary reportedly chose for herself. The Mexican bishops define 
the Guadalupe Event as the beginning of evangelization 
with a vitality that surpassed all expectations. The Shrine of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe now holds the honor of being the most 
visited Catholic shrine in the world. As with any Marian 
apparition, spiritual transformation is Mary’s primary purpose—
all in the hope of leading a new generation to Christ. Draw on 
the presence of Mary today, as Saint Juan Diego did centuries 
ago, to help orient you toward God's boundless love. Wisdom 
is vindicated by her works. 
 

Saturday, Dec 10; Our Lady of Loreto 
Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11; Matthew 17:9a, 10-13 

Let your spirit soar!—The title of Our Lady of Loreto is owed 
more to a building and a statue than to a person. The building is 
the Basilica of the Holy House (Basilica della Santa Casa) in 
Loreto, Italy. A tradition arose that the Holy House was the 
actual house where the Virgin Mary lived in Nazareth, which had 
later miraculously been transported by angels to Loreto. 
(Crusaders returning from the Holy Land may have more 
plausibly transported it with them, stone by stone.) The statue is 
a Madonna and Child image, called Our Lady of Loreto, carved 
in Cedar of Lebanon and enshrined in the basilica. Whatever 
you might make of the miraculous story about Our Lady of 
Loreto, the next time you embark on a long journey or 
relocation, it might not hurt to ask for her protection. Elijah has 
already come. 

Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. 
For more information about TAKE FIVE go to PrepareTheWord.com 
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Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
2023 Mass Intention Requests 

   Offering Mass for a special intention is a longstanding practice in our Catholic Tradition. Mass is offered for many reasons, i.e. 
remembrance of someone who is deceased, for the health and well-being of someone, or in honor of a birthday or anniversary, etc. If 
you would like a Mass to be offered for someone or a special occasion, please complete this form and return it to the Parish 
Office by the US Mail (101 McLay Drive, Elizabeth, PA  15037) or the Offertory Basket. 
   The Mass Stipend is $10.00 for each Mass Intention. Please include stipend (please make checks payable to Sts. Joachim 
and Anne Parish) with your request. 
   Please return the Entire Mass Intention Form (entire page) to the Parish Office by Wednesday, January 11, 2023. 

 

Anyone celebrating their 25th and 50th Wedding Anniversaries in 2023 
should call the Parish Office, 412-751-0663, before Wednesday, November 30, 2022 to schedule a Mass. 

 

No requests will be taken over the telephone Until Wednesday, February 15, 2023. 
 

• Three (3) Mass Intentions per family (please only one weekend date). 
• No Mass intentions will be accepted for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Easter Sunday, 
  Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, All Souls Day or Thanksgiving Day. 
• After Wednesday, February 15, 2023, you may call for any open dates. At that time, you will be welcome 
  to schedule additional Mass Intentions. 
• If you do not have an Email address, please enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
  if you wish to receive confirmation of the dates requested. Thank you. 
 

Please Print 
 
Your Name:  ______________________________________________________________  Total Amount Enclosed:  $____________ 
 
Your Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daytime Phone Number:  _______________________________       Email:  _____________________________________________ 

Please Print 
Mass Intention For:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Requested By:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living Intention:  ____    Church Request:  ____  St. Eugene    ____  St. Michael    ____  Queen of the Rosary    ____  First Available 
 

Mass Date Requested:  __________________________________      Sunday Mass Time Request:  _____________________________ 
 

Alternate Date #1:  _____________________________________      Alternate Date #2:  _____________________________________ 

Please Print 
Mass Intention For:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Requested By:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living Intention:  ____    Church Request:  ____  St. Eugene    ____  St. Michael    ____  Queen of the Rosary    ____  First Available 
 

Mass Date Requested:  __________________________________      Sunday Mass Time Request:  _____________________________ 
 

Alternate Date #1:  _____________________________________      Alternate Date #2:  _____________________________________ 

Please Print 
Mass Intention For:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Requested By:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living Intention:  ____    Church Request:  ____  St. Eugene    ____  St. Michael    ____  Queen of the Rosary    ____  First Available 
 

Mass Date Requested:  __________________________________      Sunday Mass Time Request:  _____________________________ 
 

Alternate Date #1:  _____________________________________      Alternate Date #2:  _____________________________________ 
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Time, Talent, and Treasure 

 

November 20, 2022 
 

   Weekly Offering    $  10,894 
 

   Monthly Offering    $       747 
 

   Religious Education   $       152 
 

   Children’s Offering   $         45 
 

   Retired Religious     $    2,924 
 

Mass Attendance 
 

     4:00 pm  221   6:00 pm  100 
     8:00 am    78   9:00 am  163 
   10:30 am  132 12 Noon  140 

 

Families    1,931  Souls    4,542 
 

Parish Share 
2022 Parish Share  Goal  $134,148 

 

2022 Parish Share to Date  $120,631 
 

Thank You For Your Sacrificial Giving! 
 

Mailing Offertory Envelopes: 
Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

101 McLay Drive 
Elizabeth, PA 15037 

 

Monthly Envelope 
   The Monthly Envelope replaces the old Capital 
Improvement, Building & Grounds, Upkeep and 
the Utility & Energy/Fuel envelopes. 
   Each Family is asked to contribute $20 to the 
Monthly Envelope. These monies will be used to 
assist in the upkeep of parish property and help 
cover the cost of energy and utilities. 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 50/50 
In your offertory packet, there is a special envelope 

marked 50/50 Drawing--Donation $5.00. 
Thank You For Your Support! 

Upcoming Events 

Catholic Men’s Fellowship will meet on  
Saturday, December 10, 2022 at 7:30 am  

in the St. Michael Church - Meeting Room. 
All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Christian Mothers/Women’s Guild will meet on 
Thursday, March 17,  2023 at 7:00 pm 

in St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
All women of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Holy Name Society will meet on 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 at 9:00 am 
in the Queen of the Rosary - Social Hall. 

All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 
 

Knights of Columbus will meet on 
Monday, December 5, 2022 at 8:00 pm 

in the St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Ladies of Charity will meet on 
Saturday, December 10, 2022 at 10:00 am 

in the St. Michael - Archangel Hall. 
All women of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Rosary Makers will meet on 
Monday, December 5, 2022 at 10:00 am 

in St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
 

Ushers Club will meet on 
Thursday, January 12,  2023 at 7:30 pm 

in St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
 

Glassport Sons of Italy Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 - 12 Noon to 6 pm 

Homemade Gnocchi or Cheese Ravioli 
with Meatballs, Salad & Dessert 

Eat-In or Take-Out, 412-673-3915. 

Crochet Club meets weekly on 
Thursday from 11:30 am - 1:30 pm 

in the St. Eugene Rectory - Meeting Room. 
New members are always welcomed. 

 

Quilting Club will not 
be meeting at the present time. 
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   The Giving Tree providing Christmas gifts to 
those in our local community who need our help. 
   The Giving Tree’s Ornaments will be available 
the weekend of November 26/27 in all our 
churches. 
   You are asked to take an ornament off the tree and 
purchase the gift listed. The gifts can range from 
Clothing Items, Gift Cards, Toys, etc. There are 
ornaments on the tree for Infants, Children, Teens, 
Adults, Nursing & Personal Care Residents, Shut-
Ins, etc. all from our local community. 

   Once you have purchased your 
gift, place it in Christmas 
packaging, and attach your 
Ornament on the outside of the 
package and return to the 
Church Sanctuary. 

 

All gifts should be returned to the church 
by Sunday, December 11, 2022. 
All the gifts will be sorted after 

the 12 Noon Mass for distribution. 
 

Thank You for caring! 
Kind deeds change lives, Thank You! 

Christmas Party 
hosted by Sts. Joachim & Anne CCM & Women’s Guild 

Sunday, December 11, 2022 at 1:30 pm 
At R-Place Restaurant - Enterprise Drive, Elizabeth 

All are invited and welcome 
to join in this joyous occasion. 

Tickets are $27 per person 
Questions or to make reservations, 

please call Paula, 412-384-0499, 
or you can put your name and money in an envelope 

and place in the collection basket. 
Deadline for reservation is Sunday December 4, 2022. 

 

Christmas Cookie Sale 
Sts. Joachim & Anne CCM & Women’s Guild 

Saturday/Sunday December 10/11, 2022 after Masses 
at Saint Michael Church. Cookies are $7 per dozen. 

Save the date to get your cookies.  

 

Advent Lessons and Carols, 
Monday, December 19, 2022 at 7:00 pm. 

 

The Celebration of Advent Lessons and Carols 
includes prayers, readings from scripture, 

and the singing of carols 
from the Advent and Christmas seasons. 

 

Inviting anyone interested in participating 
as a reader, or singing in a choir. 
You are asked to contact Celeste, 

either after the 4 pm or 12 Noon Sunday Mass, 
or by contacting the Parish Office. 

Christmas Caroling 
   Your are cordially invited to join the Music Ministry in 
Christmas Caroling to our parishioners who are 
homebound this holiday season. We will be going after the 
Sunday Masses on December 11, 2022. We will try to 
keep you in the area you live in, so please let Pam know if 
you would like to come and sing along. 

Please call Pam, 412-628-4112 to sign-up. 
We look forward to singing with you. 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Food Bank Sunday 

   We accept all non-perishable 
food items and paper products to 
serve our local community on the 
Third Sunday of the Month. 
   Items needed are pasta and 
sauces, tuna fish, rice, stews, 
cereal,  canned fru its & 
vegetables, soup, coffee & tea, 
hot chocolate mix, peanut butter 

& jelly, sugar, flour, crackers, Jell-O gelatin, puddings, 
powdered milk, cocoa, infant formula & baby food, 
juices, facial soap, shampoo, laundry detergent, 
diapers, facial tissues, paper towels, toilet tissue, 
cleansers, etc. 
   Please bring your donations to Mass with you and leave 
them in the Gathering Space of the Church. Cash or 
checks are also welcome. Thank You! 

Kind deeds can change lives! 
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Specialty Baskets & Craft Baskets 
Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 

Annual Community Festival 
August 3, 4, and 5, 2023 

   Planning for our Annual Community Festival has 
already begun. We will gladly accept donations for our  

Specialty Baskets & Craft Baskets. 
Now would be a great time to pick up those 

Summer & Fall Clearance Items, 
Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, 

Winter and even items for New Year’s. 
   Please bring your donations (new) to the Gathering 
Space in each church and remember that our festival 
will not be successful without your support. 

Thank you for your generosity!!! 

Available Now….. 
CUPID CIRCLE TICKET 
Benefits Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 

Building Maintenance & Improvement 
 

$5000.00 in the month of February. 
Minimum payout is $100.00. 

$10.00 per ticket with 28 chances to win! 
Pays out daily on the 7pm PA Daily Pick 3. 

No bonus numbers. 
 

If you would like to request a certain number 
for the February - Cupid Circle Ticket, 

please call Cathy, 412-980-2918 
before Wednesday, December 7, 2022. 

 

Numbers will be dispersed 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 

 

Thank You for your continual support! 
 

They Make A Great Stocking Stuffer! 

Winter Wonderland Ticket 
Benefits Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 

Building Maintenance & Improvement  

Try a chance at winning a total of 
$5000.00 in the month of December. 

Minimum payout is $100.00. 
$10.00 per ticket with 31 chances to win! 

Pays out daily on the 7pm PA Daily Pick 3. 
No bonus numbers. 

Numbers will be dispersed on a first-come, first-served basis. 
If you are able to help with selling a few tickets, 

please contact Cathy or Parish Office. 

Thank You for your support! 

May God Bless Our Service Personnel 
   We pray for and remember our 
Service Men and Women who are 
serving on active duty in the Armed 
Services, especially: Cpl. Peter A. 
Barrante, USMC; Maj. Damian 
Baskerville, USAF; Col. Richard 
Collage, PA NG; Staff Sgt. Nicholas 
DeLuca, Army; Ens. David DeMaio, 

USCG; Capt. Craig Dolhi, Army; Capt. Anthony 
Formica, Army; Jacob Formica, E-4, Army; 2nd Lt. 
John Formica, Army; SPC Samuel Formica, Army 
National Guard; Capt. Markus Gibson, USMC; 2ndLt. 
Miles Gibson, USMC; PO2. Mason Gibson, USN; T/Sgt. 
Michael Goodman, USAF; Lt. Col. James Hock, Army; 
E5 Sgt. Brian Imundo, Army; Sgt. Russ Langley, 
Marines; Staff Sgt. Raymond Massung, Jr., USAF; Sgt. 
First Class William Nellis, Army; Staff Sgt. Timothy 
Oeler, USAF; 2nd Lt Nickolas Pasek, Army National 
Guard; LT. Timothy Ragan, USN; Amn. Stephanie A. 
Reichenbach, USAF; PFC David R. Saunders, Army 
National Guard; Sgt. Brandon R. Smith, USAF 
Pararescueman; Amn. Adam Stitt, USAF; Maj. Andrew 
Tkac, Army and All First Responders. 

Thank you for your service! 
May We Never Forget . . . Freedom is Never Free! 

 

2022 Christmas Flower Memorials 
 

__ St. Eugene __ St. Michael __ Queen of the Rosary 
 

Please Print 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

Requested by   
 

______________________________________________ 
 

Donation $__________  Phone #  ___________________ 
 

Suggested Donation $10.00 
Deadline Monday, December 19, 2022 

Please place in an envelope marked Christmas Flower 
Memorial and deposit in the collection. Thank You! 
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Second Sunday of Advent 
Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness 

and snares of the devil; 
may God rebuke him, we humbly pray; 

and do thou O Prince of the Heavenly Host, 
by the power of God, 

thrust into hell Satan and all the other evil spirits 
who prowl about the world 

seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn: On Jordan’s Bank 
 

  Lord Jesus,  
Your fore-runner John calls us  

to repent for you are near: 
  

(Repeat after choir)  Kyrie eleison. 
 

  Christ Jesus, 
You bring us forgiveness for our sins 

and you baptize with your Spirit: 
 

(Repeat after choir)  Christe eleison. 
 

  Lord Jesus, 
You are the way, the straight path 

leading to the kingdom. 
 

(Repeat after choir)  Kyrie eleison. 
 

Advent Wreath Service  , OCP                 John Schiavone 

 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 

First Reading   Isaiah11:1-10 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 72 
 

Justice shall flourish in his time, 
and fullness of peace for ever. 

 
 

Second Reading  Romans 15:4-9 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Gospel     Matthew 3:1-12 
 

Homily: Reflection of the Word 
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Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

God of Mercy And Justice, Hear Our Prayer  

Offertory Hymn: O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

Holy 
 

Mystery of Faith 
 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection until you come again. 

 

Amen, Amen, Amen 
 

Lamb of God 

Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
 maker of heaven  and earth, 
 of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the Only Begotten Son of God, 
 born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. for us men 
 and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
(All Bow)  and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate 

of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
 he suffered death and was buried, and rose again 
 on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated 
 at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge 
 the living and the dead 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son 
 is adored and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
 and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life of the world to come.  Amen  

Advent Prayer 
Come, Lord Jesus. O God, you are great indeed. 
Look upon us and reveal your glory, 
 promised to Abraham and sent to us 
 through David and his lineage. 
Send us the warmth of your love, 
 the light of your Word, the vision of your wisdom, 
 and the comfort of your people. 
Open our hearts in welcome 
 and grant us your salvation. 
Fill our minds with watchful hope 
 and let us see your kindness. 
Give us new life, the promise and joy of salvation. 
May the glory of your Son dwell in our land forever. 
We pray: Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
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Communion Hymn: Proclaim the Joyful Message Going Forth Hymn: People, Look East 
 

 Peo-ple, look East.  The time is near  
 Of the crown-ing of___ the year. 
 Make your house fair as you are a-ble; 
 Trim_ the hearth and set__ the ta_ble. 
 Peo-ple, look East, and sing to-day: 
 Love the Guest is on__ the way. 
 

 Fur-rows, be glad,  
 Though earth is bare,  
 One more seed is plant-ed there. 
 Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
 That in course the flow’r may flour-ish. 
 People, look East, and sing to-day: 
 Love, the Rose js on—the way. 
 

 Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 
 Guard the nest that must- be filled. 
 E-ven the hour when wings are fro-zen 
 Now for the fledg—ling- time is cho-sen. 
 People, look East, and sing to-day:  
 Love, the Bird is on- the way. 

Patriotic Rosary 
Monday Evening 

December 12, 2022 - 7:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church, Elizabeth, PA 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Rosary, Patriotic Hymns and Benediction 

   There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with 
Benediction to conclude the recitation of the Rosary. 
   The Patriotic Rosary will be prayed on the Second Monday 
of the Month. All are invited and most assuredly welcome! 

 

Mary, Queen of the Rosary, pray for us. 

Acknowledgements: 
Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation Year C (LPGA)

WLP, J.S. Paluch Co. Holy, Memorial Acclamation, Amen, 
Lamb of God, Mass of Christ the Savior, Dan Schutte, OCP. 

All rights reserved. Printed under onelicense.net A-720043. 
All other material used as printed or public domain. 

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Mass Schedule for Holy Day of Obligation 

 

Vigil - Wednesday, December 7, 2022 
 

7:00 pm   Saint Michael Church 
 

Thursday, December 8, 2022 
 

8:30 am  Saint Eugene Church 
 

9:00 am   Saint Michael Church 
 

6:30 pm   Queen of the Rosary 


