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Looking For A Faith Community? 
Wherever you are on your faith journey, we welcome you to join our community. 

You may register by calling the Administration Center. 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
1640 Fawcett Ave.  White Oak, PA  15131 

Pre-3, Pre-4, Kindergarten, First-Eighth Grade 
School Office  412-672-2360 
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diopitt.org/pittsburgh-catholic-magazine 
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101 McLay Drive 

Elizabeth, PA  15037 

Phone  412-754-0886 

Email: faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 
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Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Infants & Children 
Baptism is celebrated any Sunday after 
Mass. Parents are required to attend a 
Pre-Baptism Class. 

Previous arrangements are necessary. 
 

Instruction in the Faith - R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program is offered for those interested in 
the Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Wagner. 
 

Reconciliation 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday,  7 - 7:30 pm 
Saturday,  5:15-5:45 pm 

 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  11-11:30 am 
Saturday,  3:15-3:45 pm  

 

Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
Saturday,  1-1:30 pm 

 

Marriage 
The bride and groom are to make 
arrangements with the priest or deacon at 
least 6 months prior to the proposed date 
of the wedding. Diocesan regulations 
require all couples to attend an approved 
pre-marriage preparation program. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Anointing of the Sick is celebrated 
communally on the Second Sunday of the 
Month. 
 

Ministry to the Sick and Shut In 
Homebound members of the Parish 
should call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements to receive Holy Communion 
at home. 
 

Sponsorship Forms 
Only registered, practicing, fully-initiated 
Catholics are eligible for sponsor 
certificates. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Information Deadline 
2 weeks in advance of publish date. 
office@joachimandannediopitt.org 
 

Moving 
Please call or email your new address to 
the Parish Office, 412-751-0663. 

 Mass Intentions For The Week 
 

StE  St. Eugene Church, Liberty      StM  St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
 

QoR  Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
 

December 11 - 18, 2022 
 

Saturday, 10, Vigil, Third Sunday of Advent 
 

StM   4:00 pm M Mark Benz - Casey Wagner 
 

StE   6:00 pm T Steve Marchetti - Family 
 

Sunday, 11, Third Sunday of Advent 
 

StE   8:00 am T Angelo & Barbara Palestra - Steven & Margaret Marshalik 
                 - Robert & Mari Ann Palestra 
 

StM   9:00 am M Sandy Minetti & Dylan Cochrane - Ron Minetti 
  

QoR 10:30 am T Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM 12 Noon  M Thomas Huwalt - Patti & David Stanton 
 

Monday, 12, Our Lady of Guadlalupe 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Josephine Panek - Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Barry Bryce – Ushers 
 

Tuesday, 13, Lucy, virgin & martyr 
 

StM   9:00 am  Janice Reid - Sister 
 

StE   6:30 pm  Deceased of the Sitko & Stanczak Families - Arlene Stanczak 
 

StE   7:00-8:00 pm  The Light Is On For You!  Mass & Adoration-7- 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, 14, John of the Cross, priest 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Vincent Slavik - Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Anthony Barr - Sister, Becky Peterson 
 

StM   6:00-9:00 pm  The Light Is On For You!  

 

QoR   6:00-7:30 pm The Light Is On For You! 
 

Thursday, 15, Advent Weekday 
 

StE   8:30 am  Antoinette Dusi - Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  John Capane - Sharon & Joe 
 

 

Friday, 16, Advent Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Nick Dabruzzo - Loretta & Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Mike & Ann Popko - Patty 
 

Saturday, 17, Vigil, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

StM   4:00 pm T James Fetchen - Family 
 

StE   6:00 pm M Margie Mykeloff - Nancy Gerdich 
 

Sunday, 18, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

StE   8:00 am M Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am T John Sandor - Frank & Bea Chiappetta 
  

QoR 10:30 am M Mass of Thanksgiving - Carl Piccione 
 

StM 12 Noon  T Harvey Reder - Wife, Helen 

Altar Bread & Wine, Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Lamp 
St. Eugene: Sanctuary Lamp burns for Health & Blessings 

Delores Harding — Ladies of Charity.. 
St. Michael: Sanctuary Lamp burns in Memory of  

Barry Bryce from Ladies of Charity. 
Queen of the Rosary: Sanctuary Lamp burns in Memory of 

Mary Pepe from Ladies of Charity. 

Victim’s Assistance Hot Line 
Diocesan    412-456-3093 (Office) 

1-888-808-1235 (Hot Line) 
PA Childline    1-800-932-0313 

Immediate Danger Call 911 
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3rd Sunday of  Advent 
December 11, 2022 

   Life can leave us feeling 
dark and desolate. Sandy 
was just twenty-eight when 
her husband, Rob, died, 
leaving her to raise their two 
young children. She was 
without paid employment. 

Rob went to work one morning and never returned 
home. Sandy, though, had faith and trusted that 
somehow God would help her through, even though 
most days brought deafening, piercing loneliness. 
She persevered, and the darkness gave way to light. 
Remarking one day to a friend hesitant to commit to 
a relationship, Sandy shared her wisdom. Even if she 
knew the outcome would be the same, she would 
marry Rob again. She assured her friend that she 
would even do this if eight years could only be eight 
minutes. We are being led by God and God 
transforms the darkness into light.  
   Be strong, fear not! Those are easy words to say. 

Putting them into practice is the challenge. When our 
paths are dark and life’s roads become treacherous, 
we can easily complain about life’s unfinished 
nature. When will the pain go away? Will the 
loneliness ever cease? Will I experience happiness 

again? As the farmer needs to exercise patience with 

the soil, we need to do the same with our lives. We 
have to wait for the early and late rains to come, 
properly tend to our gardens, and ensure that the rich 
nutrients of God’s merciful and tender presence 
continue to enrich us. God is not done. God has only 
just begun his work in us.  

   We cannot allow life to hold us captive. The 

systems, agendas, protocols, regulations, 
expectations, and unfinished business can distract us 
from what it means to be God’s child. Life can leave 
us feeling cheated, negative, and parched. All times 
and seasons of our spiritual and liturgical lives 

lead us to three virtues: faith, hope and love. Stop 

complaining about what is wrong and look to what 
God can make right! Joy that flows from the 
Baptist’s message: in Jesus, the one mightier than 
he, are found healing, reconciliation, and 

freedom. Christ will save us from life’s distortions, 
illusions, and disappointments. Do you believe this? 

LPi  

Pastoral Staff 
Clergy Team 
Reverend Thomas A. Wagner, Pastor 
Reverend Miroslaus A. Wojcicki, Senior Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Dale J. DiSanto, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Jeffrey P. Formica, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Stephen C. Pikula, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John E. Ragan, Permanent Deacon 
 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Beau Quattrone, Principal, 412-672-2360 
 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
 Adult - Children - Youth 
Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
Emily Hasek, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
 

Music Ministry      Pastoral Secretary 
Celeste Cafasso      Jan Kunkel 
Carol Gioia       Amy Megahan 
Pamela Whitney 
 

Facilities        Business Manager & 
Tony Hutskow      Safe Environment 
Kevin Hopkins      Jeannie Premozic 
Darla Losteter 
Patricia Muic 
 

Advisory Councils 
Pastoral Council 

Jack Ferko, Facilitator  Patty Smith, Co-Facilitator 
Vickie Budd, Scribe 

 Glenn Bonczek  Elaine David  Eric Davis 
 Anne Laychak  Leah Meek  Brian Phillips 
 

Finance Council 
Barry Bisogni, Facilitator  Patricia Palmer, Co-Facilitator 

Judy Zajicek, Scribe 
 Kay Callear   Sandy Palmer Judy Shriane 

We remember . . . In your charity, 
please remember all those who have died, 

especially: Ruth Ann Chomas, Georgina Baker, 
Patricia Zosack, Florence Bonadio, 

Edward Gronlund, Jr., father of Shawn Gronlund, 
Richard Bertoty, brother of James Bertoty, 

Thomas Geyer, brother of Hugh Geyer, 
all who will die today, 

and those who have no one to pray for them. 
Resting in Paradise. 

Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord. 

Reflection question: 
In what ways can I proclaim God’s praise 

in the coming week? 

Pope Francis’ December Rosary Intention 
We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations 
committed to human development find people 
dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly 
seek out new paths to international cooperation. 



 

 

4      Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

Advent 2022: For about a month 
I was consistently feeling annoyed by 
the people around me. A friend 
challenged me to simply notice my 
internal judgments against others 
throughout the day. Quickly I heard 
my internal voice saying things like: 

He’s so lazy. She’s weak and self-centered. He’s 
arrogant. They are so stupid. And so on. To have those 
thoughts was one thing. But I was choosing them and 
quietly agreeing with them. They perhaps protected my 
fragile ego, but it fueled my frustration. My friend invited 
me to commit to refuse to agree with those judgments, and 
I felt much more at peace.  

   The Bible says, Beloved, do not grumble against one 

another, so that you may not be judged (James 5:9). 

That word — grumble — beautifully describes what I was 

doing: quietly judging the inner character of people in my 

life. Of course, we judge actions and ideas all the time. So 

we must. But the grumble-judgment is about persons. It is 

never loving and always isolates and attacks. Happily, we 

don’t have to waste that precious spiritual energy because 

Jesus alone is the judge of each person. 

   New year challenge: This week, I challenge you to do 

what my friend asked me to do: notice your internal 

judgments about those around you (perhaps also those on 

tv, social media, etc.), and then to refuse to agree with the 

judgments. Ask Jesus to help you resist those unloving 

judgments. It’s not easy, but you’ll be amazed at the peace 

that comes when Jesus liberates you from grumble-

judgments.        — Father John Muir   ©LPi 
 

The One For Whom Our Hearts Long 
   Put yourself in the scene of today’s Gospel passage. 
John the Baptist is in prison. He has heard stories of what 
Jesus is doing, and wants reassurance that Jesus is the 
long-awaited Messiah. John’s disciples and those who 
surrounded Jesus were faithful Jews who would have 
known Isaiah’s prophecies by heart. God would send One 
who would bring sight to the blind, healing to those who 
were ill, salvation to all who longed to know God’s mercy 
and peace. Jesus’ response to the disciples’ question rings 
as powerfully in our ears today as it surely did for the 
people who were with him that day. His actions are 
precisely those that the people had been told to expect. 
Jesus is the One for whom the people have been patiently 
yet anxiously waiting, like the farmer who waits for the 
fruits of his labor. Jesus is the One for whom our hearts 
long.        Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Third Sunday of  Advent 
   Good news is good news is . . . Today’s messages 
from Isaiah (prophetic ancestor of John the Baptist and Jesus 

of Nazareth) and James (spiritual offspring of John and Jesus) 

both have messages that resonate across the five 
centuries that separate them: hope in the coming power 
and presence of God. Isaiah was attempting to comfort 
and encourage the people of Israel in geographic and 
spiritual exile. Their exile will end, Isaiah says, with God’s 
presence shown forth through spectacular occurrences in 
nature. James likewise has a community in need of 
encouragement and hope, since they despair over the 
delayed parousia, the final coming of God in glory. In the 
meantime, James urges patient endurance. Until Jesus 
returns, they ought to persist without complaint, with the 
lives of the prophets as their guide. Then will come the 
time of sight, and healing, and life and … Good News 
for the poor!     Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

OUR FASCINATING FAITH 
Our Lady of Guadalupe (December 12) 

   Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Patroness of the Americas, 
first appeared to Cuauhtlatzin 
(Juan Diego) on December 9, 
1531 while he was on his way 
to a Eucharistic celebration in 
Tlatelolco, Mexico. The Virgin 
addressed  h im by  h is 
indigenous name, asking him to 
go to the palace of Archbishop 
Zumárraga to request that a 
shrine be erected there at the site of the apparition, in 
Tepeyac, so as to share her love and compassion for all 
believers. Juan Diego did so, but the archbishop did not 
believe him, demanding proof of his story and of the Lady’s 
identity. He returned to Our Lady daily, and on December 
12, he conveyed to her the archbishop’s request for proof. 
She showed him Castilian roses blooming there through 
the stony ground despite the winter’s cold. He picked the 
flowers and carried them in his tilma (mantle) to the 
archbishop. When he unfolded his tilma to present the 
roses, Mary’s image was imprinted on the mantle! Her blue 
sash and the flower over her womb were traditional Aztec 
symbols of pregnancy and new life. But her features were 
those of a mestiza, indicating mixed Aztec-European 
heritage. Thus Our Lady of Guadalupe remains the 
enduring icon of unity-in-diversity, the fruit of our one 
baptism into Jesus, her Son.    Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
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Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments 
The Season That Gives Back  

  I don’t have anything left to give. 
    You can’t pour from an empty cup. 
      All I do is give. Who is giving to me? 
   Raise your hand if these thoughts have ever run through 
your head. I’m sure they occur to all of us from time to 
time. We can become so easily depleted by the fast pace 
of life and whatever vocation God has called us to, 
whether that’s parenthood, a demanding professional 
career or the caretaking of friends and family (or as so often 

happens, a hybrid of all three). Many of us also undergo 
certain seasons — seasons of the year, but also seasons 
of life — that seem to sap us of energy and leave us totally 
empty.  
   In these times, it seems impossible to continue in the 
spirituality of Everyday Stewardship. Graciousness, 
mindfulness, prayerfulness, gratitude, accountability 
— maintaining some semblance of these characteristics in 
our daily life feels not only overly optimistic, but totally 
impossible. 
   The Church gives us certain liturgical seasons that are 
meant to fill us up, almost like spiritual pit stops. Advent is 
one such season, and the Scriptural passages we reflect 
on at Mass during these four weeks are filled with images 
of nature defied. We see the dry steppe blooming. We see 
the weak made firm. We see the frightened made strong. 
We see the lame walk. We see the Virgin give birth. 
   If you think you don’t have anything left to give this 
Advent, think again. This is the season of miracles when 
what we thought was depleted brings new life. 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS, ©LP 
 

Marriage Moments   by Susan Vogt 

   Be patient, brothers and sisters...Do not complain 
about one another (James 5:7-9). In marriage we know all 
too well each other’s faults. When tempted to complain, 
perhaps match your complaint, whether spoken or thought, 
with some genuine praise. 
 

Parenting Pointers   by Susan Vogt 

   As we approach the longest night of the year, December 
21, ponder the growing darkness. Being in the dark can be 
scary, but a little candlelight can make it enchanting (and 
also save a little electricity). Turn off unneeded lights in 
your home for an evening. Talk, tell stories. No TV. 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
   Anyone, adults or children, 
experiencing problems of mind, 
body, or spirit should seek this 
sacrament. If you are experiencing 
any of the following please consider 
receiving the Anointing of the Sick. 

   During the Anointing of the Sick, those present 
will pray for healing and forgiveness. The priest will 
make the sign of the cross on the forehead and palm 
of the hands of each person with the Oil of the Sick. 

 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
is celebrated communally on the 

Second Sunday of the Month. 

Patience . . . Now! 
   A friend walked me through his newly planted garden to 
help me see how it would look in spring. He finally stopped 
and said, You can’t picture any of this, can you? I 
couldn’t until I saw it in full bloom the following springtime. 
Then I could understand why he planted the seeds where 
he had. Then I saw the beauty and bounty that his planting 
represented. Tell John what you hear and see, Jesus 
says to John’s disciples. The signs of the Messiah 
proclaimed by the prophets are beginning to bloom. Look 
and see! Hear the singing of those once mute and the 
rejoicing of the crowds who witness these works. The 
beauty and the bounty of our generous God are all around. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

Just Imagine 
   James wrote to a community experiencing hardship, like 
the exiled Israelites in today’s first reading. Isaiah and 
James exhort people to trust that they will see God’s 
presence in their midst once again, so be patient. That’s 
easier said than done, isn’t it? Saint Francis de Sales says 
to be patient with everyone, and most of all with ourselves. 
Patience means accepting suffering and delay without 
becoming angry or upset. Easier said than done. Praying 
for this virtue each day, sometimes often throughout the 
day, does help. Breathe in the Spirit of God and say, Give 
me patience, Lord. Then exhale anger, upset, and 
impatience. Staring at a garden won’t make a shoot spring 
up any faster; however, giving thanks for the seed, the 
water, the soil, and the Giver of all life can deepen our trust 
that the garden will grow. So be patient. Rejoice always. 
See and be the signs of God’s beauty and bounty in our 
world today.      Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 



 

 

Faith Formation 
Adult - Children - Youth 

Religious Education 
 

101 McLay Drive    Elizabeth, PA  15037 
412-754-0886 

 

Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
k6ff@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Susan Formica, Youth Ministry, Jr & Sr 
Emily Hasek, Youth Ministry, Jr & Sr 

youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 
 

Facebook: Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
 

Living Stones of God’s House   —1 Peter 2:4-5 

Pre-Baptism Class 
 

Pre-Baptism Class is for expectant parents and Godparents 
or anyone who is seeking a Catholic Baptism for their child. 

Pre-Baptism Class - Thursday, December 1, 2022, 
at 7:00 pm in St. Michael Meeting Room. 

 

Please register at joachimandannediopitt.org/baptism 
or by emailing faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

or by calling the Faith Formation Office, 412-754-0886. 
Prior to scheduling a Baptism, first time parents 

need to attend the Pre-Baptismal Seminar. 

Pre-Cana Program 
If you are planning weddings, 

especially Winter, Spring & Summer 2023. 
St. Michael - Archangel Hall, McLay Drive, Elizabeth 
Saturday, April 22, 2023, 9 am-3:30 pm 

Registration $50.00 per couple 
(includes materials & lunch) 

Pre-Registration is necessary. Please call Julie 
In the Faith Formation Office, 412-754-0886 

or email faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org. 

 

For the schedule and more information about 
the Senior and Junior Youth Ministry Program, 

please email youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 

Elementary Faith Formation 
Sunday morning 10:15 -11:45 am and 

Monday evening 5:45 - 7:15 pm. 
 

Please contact Julie or Amanda, 
412-754-0886 or email 

faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

Candidates for Sacraments (Holy 
Communion or Confirmation) should be adequately 
prepared to receive these gifts, and a proper understanding 
of the Sacrament should be gained and demonstrated. 
Generally, two (2) consecutive years of instruction is 
necessary for the reception of the Sacraments of Holy 
Communion and Confirmation for children & youth. 
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Read the Bible. 
Pray over Sacred Scripture. 

You can keep whatever you find… 

Bereavement Ministry 
 

This group, led by Deacon Dale DiSanto, is for people 
Who have lost a loved one and are experiencing grief. 

This is a Support Group, not counseling. 
If you need assistance in moving through your grief, 

this is an on going way to be supported during this difficult 
time. The weekly session begins with suggested topics, 
open discussion and ends with prayer. 

Thursday Afternoon - St. Michael Meeting Room 
RSVP Jan, 412-751-0663 

Please RSVP so  that we may prepare materials. 

You’re Invited 
What:  Mystery Dinner Theater 

Who Kidnapped Rudy 
the Rosy-Nosed Reindeer? 

 

When:  Sunday, December 18, 2022 
 

Doors open at 5:00 pm 
Show starts at 5:30 pm 

 

Where: St. Michael Church - Archangel Hall 
 

Presented by: 
Saints Joachim & Anne Youth Group 

 

Raffles and Door Prizes 
Please wear your tackiest Christmas sweater 

or most festive Christmas outfit 
and join the festivities. 

 

Tickets: Adults $15 
    Children (ages 5 > 18 yrs) $10 
    Children under 5 are Free 
 

Dinner by R-Place Restaurant 
Menu: Chicken Romano, parsley potatoes, 
   green beans, tossed salad, rolls & butter, 
   cupcake, coffee, tea, water. 
 

For more information or tickets, reserve early, 
only 250 seats are available, please contact Sue, 

youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 
or call, 412-926-8412. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fjoachimandannediopitt.org%2fbaptism&c=E,1,pqqTkUkVNfBpeyR_TNAg28WXDv85K4vUIsusWPGPWSCRUKiGbOPEJPcbX9lo-ktfzzR2DrOIz7dGG4BbsBn_EJK_CcVb-_rAPwsx_0Lf&typo=1
mailto:faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org


 

 

Invest just five minutes a day, 
and your faith will deepen and grow 
—a day at a time. 

Sunday, Dec 11; Third Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2- 11 

'Tis the season to be generous—Seasonal gift-giving was 
originally an expression of generosity toward the needy. These 
days, gift-giving has become many other things, including a 
source of anxiety or obligation, mindless consumerism, one-
upmanship, and often, an annual occasion of snowballing debt. 
The gifts Jesus brings are different—they are restorative, 
occasions of good news. Consider offering gifts that fill hearts, 
not closets. Heifer International, World Wildlife Fund, and 
PlanUSA are among the many organizations that accept 
donations in directed ways to honor your loved ones. Go and 
tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain their 
sight, the lame walk . . . and the poor have the good news 
proclaimed to them. 
 

Monday, Dec 12; Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Zec 2:14-17 or Rev 11:19; 12:1- 6, 10; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
We’re good enough for God—The appearance of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe to Saint Juan Diego in December 1531 is 
reminiscent of the appearance of the angel Gabriel to Mary. 
Juan and the young Mary were both understandably 
overwhelmed by what was asked of them. In the Gospel of 
Luke, Mary is greatly troubled at what was said. According to 
later accounts, Juan told Our Lady to pick someone of higher 
standing as messenger, since he was a man of no 
importance. But by accepting the challenge, a Jewish peasant 
girl became the Mother of God, and an indigenous Mexican 
persevered in getting a church built in Our Lady’s honor. Today, 
the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City is the 
most visited Catholic shrine in the world. Think you’re not good 
enough for God’s plan? Trust that God equips us all for what 
we’re called to do. Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 
 

Tuesday, Dec 13; Lucy, martyr - Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Mt 21:28-32 
Follow the light—Lucy, whose name means light, is a great 
saint for these darkening days of Advent. Her name and 
example personify the light mentioned throughout the Bible, not 
only Isaiah’s promises of a future messiah—people who walk 
in darkness will see a great light—but Jesus, who called 
himself the Light of the World, while also calling us the same. 
Scandinavian celebrations of Lucy, with a crown of candles on 
her head, remind us that she fed persecuted Christians hiding in 
the catacombs, affixing candles to her head in order to use both 
hands to serve. How will you be a light to the world today? Take 
refuge in the name of the Lord. 
 

Wednesday, Dec 14; John of the Cross, priest 
Isaiah 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Luke 7:18b-23 

In the darkness, a great light—One of multiple doctors of the 
church celebrated this month, Saint John of the Cross was a 
renowned priest and friar in Spain, descended from a line of 
conversos (Iberian Jewish converts to Catholicism). A 

contemporary of another Carmelite saint, Teresa of Ávila, John 
was, like her, a mystic whose writings have lived far beyond his 
own lifetime as classics of European literature. His seminal 
work, the poem Dark Night of the Soul, is the basis of a widely 
held tenant of spirituality involving spiritual distress as a part of 
searching and growth. (We all have our dark nights of the soul.) 
His Ascent of Mount Carmel is likewise widely revered. In this 
season of holy joy as we celebrate the approach of the Messiah, 
may we likewise honor the legacy of the humble Catholic friar of 
Jewish descent whose profound and mystical faith has inspired 
millions the world over. And Jesus said to them in reply, Go 
and tell John what you have seen and heard. 
 

Thursday, Dec 15; Isaiah 54:1-10; Luke 7:24-30 
The greatest gifts are priceless—The tradition of Christmas 
gift-giving can be uncomfortable for those wanting to take 
seriously Catholic teaching about the environment and 
consumerism. Fortunately, more and more people are open to 
alternatives: gifts of time or special skills, gifts made from 
household items, gifts to charitable causes in loved ones’ 
names. How can you celebrate creatively, in keeping with the 
spirit of Christmas? I tell you, among those born of women, 
no one is greater than John. 
 

Friday, Dec 16; Isaiah 56:1-3a, 6-8; John 5:33-36 
Truly right and just—The prophet Isaiah tells the Israelites to 
observe what is right, do what is just. No easy task, often 
leading us to ask for some guidance. Fortunately, Jesus showed 
us the way. As we await the celebration of Christ’s coming, take 
a moment to ponder some of the examples of right and just 
living Jesus gave us, such as caring for outcasts, being a 
healing presence, praying, evangelizing, and forgiving. Simply 
put, follow Christ’s advice to love God and your neighbor as 
yourself and to count your blessings, and let Christ take care of 
the rest. These works that I perform testify on my behalf that 
the Father has sent me. 
 

Saturday, Dec 17; Late Advent Weekday (O WISDOM) 
Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17 

Dip into God’s wisdom—Today we begin the recitation of the 
O Antiphons. The church sings these seven lines during 
evening prayers (vespers) on the last seven days of Advent, 
and also uses them as the Alleluia Verse during the daily Mass. 
Each antiphon is a title for Christ taken from the Book of Isaiah. 
They go back to an unknown source some 1,500 years ago in 
medieval Europe, and all begin with O, thus known as the O 
Antiphons. Take an opportunity today to connect to this ancient 
tradition by enjoying sung versions and explanations of the 
antiphons on the internet, starting with today's antiphon, O 
Wisdom. The mountains shall yield peace for the people, 
and the hills justice. 
 

Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. 
For more information about TAKE FIVE go to PrepareTheWord.com 

 

Justice and Obedience  —William Penn 
Justice is the insurance we have on our lives, 
and obedience is the premium we pay for it. 
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Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
2023 Mass Intention Requests 

   Offering Mass for a special intention is a longstanding practice in our Catholic Tradition. Mass is offered for many reasons, i.e. 
remembrance of someone who is deceased, for the health and well-being of someone, or in honor of a birthday or anniversary, etc. If 
you would like a Mass to be offered for someone or a special occasion, please complete this form and return it to the Parish 
Office by the US Mail (101 McLay Drive, Elizabeth, PA  15037) or the Offertory Basket. 
   The Mass Stipend is $10.00 for each Mass Intention. Please include stipend (please make checks payable to Sts. Joachim 
and Anne Parish) with your request. 
   Please return the Entire Mass Intention Form (entire page) to the Parish Office by Wednesday, January 11, 2023. 

 

Anyone celebrating their 25th and 50th Wedding Anniversaries in 2023 
should call the Parish Office, 412-751-0663, before Wednesday, November 30, 2022 to schedule a Mass. 

 

No requests will be taken over the telephone Until Wednesday, February 15, 2023. 
 

• Three (3) Mass Intentions per family (please only one weekend date). 
• No Mass intentions will be accepted for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Easter Sunday, 
  Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, All Souls Day or Thanksgiving Day. 
• After Wednesday, February 15, 2023, you may call for any open dates. At that time, you will be welcome 
  to schedule additional Mass Intentions. 
• If you do not have an Email address, please enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
  if you wish to receive confirmation of the dates requested. Thank you. 
 

Please Print 
 
Your Name:  ______________________________________________________________  Total Amount Enclosed:  $____________ 
 
Your Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daytime Phone Number:  _______________________________       Email:  _____________________________________________ 

Please Print 
Mass Intention For:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Requested By:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living Intention:  ____    Church Request:  ____  St. Eugene    ____  St. Michael    ____  Queen of the Rosary    ____  First Available 
 

Mass Date Requested:  __________________________________      Sunday Mass Time Request:  _____________________________ 
 

Alternate Date #1:  _____________________________________      Alternate Date #2:  _____________________________________ 

Please Print 
Mass Intention For:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Requested By:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living Intention:  ____    Church Request:  ____  St. Eugene    ____  St. Michael    ____  Queen of the Rosary    ____  First Available 
 

Mass Date Requested:  __________________________________      Sunday Mass Time Request:  _____________________________ 
 

Alternate Date #1:  _____________________________________      Alternate Date #2:  _____________________________________ 

Please Print 
Mass Intention For:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Requested By:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living Intention:  ____    Church Request:  ____  St. Eugene    ____  St. Michael    ____  Queen of the Rosary    ____  First Available 
 

Mass Date Requested:  __________________________________      Sunday Mass Time Request:  _____________________________ 
 

Alternate Date #1:  _____________________________________      Alternate Date #2:  _____________________________________ 
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Time, Talent, and Treasure 

 

November 27, 2022 
 

   Weekly Offering    $  9,187 
 

   Monthly Offering    $     304 
 

   Religious Education   $       70 
 

   Children’s Offering   $         9 
 

Mass Attendance 
 

     4:00 pm  195   6:00 pm  132 
     8:00 am    75   9:00 am  214 
   10:30 am  105 12 Noon  139 

 

Families    1,931  Souls    4,542 
 

December 4, 2022 
 

   Weekly Offering    $  17,146.27 
 

   Monthly Offering    $    2,584 
 

   Religious Education   $       362 
 

   Children’s Offering   $         23 
 

Mass Attendance 
 

     4:00 pm  232   6:00 pm    91 
     8:00 am    74   9:00 am  205 
   10:30 am  126 12 Noon  148 

 

Parish Share 
2022 Parish Share  Goal  $134,148 

 

2022 Parish Share to Date  $121,720 
 

Thank You For Your Sacrificial Giving! 
 

Mailing Offertory Envelopes: 
Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

101 McLay Drive 
Elizabeth, PA 15037 

 

Monthly Envelope 
   The Monthly Envelope replaces the old Capital 
Improvement, Building & Grounds, Upkeep and 
the Utility & Energy/Fuel envelopes. 
   Each Family is asked to contribute $20 to the 
Monthly Envelope. These monies will be used to 
assist in the upkeep of parish property and help 
cover the cost of energy and utilities. 

Upcoming Events 

Catholic Men’s Fellowship will meet on  
Saturday, December 24, 2022 at 7:30 am  

in the St. Michael Church - Meeting Room. 
All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Christian Mothers/Women’s Guild will meet on 
Thursday, March 17,  2023 at 7:00 pm 

in St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
All women of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Holy Name Society will meet on 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 at 9:00 am 
in the Queen of the Rosary - Social Hall. 

All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 
 

Knights of Columbus will meet on 
Monday, January 2, 2022 at 8:00 pm 
in the St. Michael - Meeting Room. 

All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 
 

Ladies of Charity will meet on 
Saturday, March 11, 2023 at 10:00 am 

in the TBA. 
All women of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Rosary Makers will meet on 
Monday, February 6, 2022 at 10:00 am 

in St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
 

Ushers Club will meet on 
Thursday, January 12,  2023 at 7:30 pm 

in St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
 

Glassport Sons of Italy Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 - 12 Noon to 6 pm 

Homemade Gnocchi or Cheese Ravioli 
with Meatballs, Salad & Dessert 

Eat-In or Take-Out, 412-673-3915. 

Crochet Club meets weekly on 
Thursday from 11:30 am - 1:30 pm 

in the St. Eugene Rectory - Meeting Room. 
New members are always welcomed. 

 

Quilting Club will not 
be meeting at the present time. 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 50/50 
November Winner 

 

Richard Perkoski — $542.50 
 

In your offertory packet, there is a special envelope 
marked 50/50 Drawing--Donation $5.00. 

Thank You For Your Support! 
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   The Giving Tree providing Christmas gifts to 
those in our local community who need our help. 

   Once you have purchased your 
gift, place it in Christmas 
packaging, and attach your 
Ornament on the outside of the 
package and return to the 
Church Sanctuary. 

 

All gifts should be returned to the church 
by Sunday, December 11, 2022. 
All the gifts will be sorted after 

the 12 Noon Mass for distribution. 
 

Thank You for caring! 
Kind deeds change lives, Thank You! 

 

Advent Lessons and Carols, 
Monday, December 19, 2022 at 7:00 pm. 

at Saint Michael Church 
 

The Celebration of Advent Lessons and Carols 
includes prayers, readings from scripture, 

and the singing of carols 
from the Advent and Christmas seasons. 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Food Bank Sunday 

   We accept all non-perishable 
food items and paper products to 
serve our local community on the 
Third Sunday of the Month. 
   Items needed are pasta and 
sauces, tuna fish, rice, stews, 
cereal,  canned fru its & 
vegetables, soup, coffee & tea, 
hot chocolate mix, peanut butter 

& jelly, sugar, flour, crackers, Jell-O gelatin, puddings, 
powdered milk, cocoa, infant formula & baby food, 
juices, facial soap, shampoo, laundry detergent, 
diapers, facial tissues, paper towels, toilet tissue, 
cleansers, etc. 
   Please bring your donations to Mass with you and leave 
them in the Gathering Space of the Church. Cash or 
checks are also welcome. Thank You! 

Kind deeds can change lives! 

Snow Cancellations 
Mass at Saint Eugene Church 

Tuesday Evening & Thursday Morning 
   For everyone’s safety, a delay or cancellation 
at Elizabeth-Forward or South Allegheny 
School Districts is our notice of Safety First. 
Mornings with a delay or cancellation—There will 
be no morning Mass at Saint Eugene 
Church. Please listen to the radio or watch TV for 
delays or cancellations. Safety first! Be careful! 

 

The Light Is On For You! 
Tuesday, December 13, 2022 

St. Eugene Church - 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Queen of the Rosary Church - 6:00 - 7:00 pm 
St. Michael Church - 6:00 - 9:00 pm 

Advent Thoughts 
• So trim the tree, 
   but remember the tree 
   that became the cross. 
• Wrap those gifts, 
   remembering the baby wrapped 
   in swaddling clothes. 
• Hang more lights than Snoopy, 
   but remember when just one star 
   lit up the whole world. 
 

Be Born In Us, Be Born In Our World. 
 

Let the Church always be a place of mercy 
and hope, where everyone is welcomed, 

loved and forgiven.    - Pope Francis 



 

 

Elizabeth, Glassport, South Allegheny Roman Catholic Community      11 

Specialty Baskets & Craft Baskets 
Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 

Annual Community Festival 
August 3, 4, and 5, 2023 

   Planning for our Annual Community Festival has 
already begun. We will gladly accept donations for our  

Specialty Baskets & Craft Baskets. 
Now would be a great time to pick up those 

Summer & Fall Clearance Items, 
Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, 

Winter and even items for New Year’s. 

   Please bring your donations (new) to the Gathering 
Space in each church and remember that our festival 
will not be successful without your support. 

Thank you for your generosity!!! 

Available Now….. 
CUPID CIRCLE TICKET 
Benefits Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 

Building Maintenance & Improvement 
 

$5000.00 in the month of February. 
Minimum payout is $100.00. 

$10.00 per ticket with 28 chances to win! 
Pays out daily on the 7pm PA Daily Pick 3. 

No bonus numbers. 
 

If you would like to request a certain number 
for the February - Cupid Circle Ticket, 

please call Cathy, 412-980-2918 
before Wednesday, December 7, 2022. 

 

Numbers will be dispersed 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Thank You for your continual support! 

They Make A Great Stocking Stuffer! 

May God Bless Our Service Personnel 
   We pray for and remember our 
Service Men and Women who are 
serving on active duty in the Armed 
Services, especially: Maj. Damian 
Baskerville, USAF; Col. Richard 
Collage, PA NG; Staff Sgt. Nicholas 
DeLuca, Army; Ens. David DeMaio, 
USCG; Capt. Craig Dolhi, Army; 

Capt. Anthony Formica, Army; Jacob Formica, E-4, 
Army; 2nd Lt. John Formica, Army; SPC Samuel 
Formica, Army National Guard; Capt. Markus Gibson, 
USMC; 2ndLt. Miles Gibson, USMC; PO2. Mason 
Gibson, USN; T/Sgt. Michael Goodman, USAF; Lt. Col. 
James Hock, Army; E5 Sgt. Brian Imundo, Army; Sgt. 
Russ Langley, Marines; Staff Sgt. Raymond Massung, 
Jr., USAF; Sgt. First Class William Nellis, Army; Staff 
Sgt. Timothy Oeler, USAF; 2nd Lt Nickolas Pasek, 
Army National Guard; LT. Timothy Ragan, USN; Amn. 
Stephanie A. Reichenbach, USAF; PFC David R. 
Saunders, Army National Guard; Sgt. Brandon R. 
Smith, USAF Pararescueman; Amn. Adam Stitt, USAF; 
Maj. Andrew Tkac, Army and All First Responders. 

Thank you for your service! 
May We Never Forget . . . Freedom is Never Free! 

 

2022 Christmas Flower Memorials 
 

__ St. Eugene __ St. Michael __ Queen of the Rosary 
 

Please Print 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

Requested by   
 

______________________________________________ 
 

Donation $__________  Phone #  ___________________ 
 

Suggested Donation $10.00 
Deadline Monday, December 19, 2022 

Please place in an envelope marked Christmas Flower 
Memorial and deposit in the collection. Thank You! 

Christmas & New Year’s Mass Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve - Saturday, December 24, 2022 
 

4:00 pm - Saint Michael Church 
4:00 pm - Saint Eugene Church 

10:00 pm - Saint Michael Church 
 

Christmas Day - Sunday, December 25, 2022 
 

8:30 am - Saint Eugene Church 
9:00 am - Saint Michael Church 

10:30 am - Queen of the Rosary Church 
12 Noon - No Mass - Saint Michael Church Today 

 

New Year’s Eve - Saturday, December 31, 2022 
 

4:00 pm - Saint Michael Church 
4:00 pm - Saint Eugene Church 

 

New Year’s Day - Sunday, January 1, 2023 
 

8:30 am - Saint Eugene Church 
9:00 am - Saint Michael Church 

10:30 am - Queen of the Rosary Church 
12 Noon - No Mass - Saint Michael Church Today 
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Third Sunday of Advent 
Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness 

and snares of the devil; 
may God rebuke him, we humbly pray; 

and do thou O Prince of the Heavenly Host, 
by the power of God, 

thrust into hell Satan and all the other evil spirits 
who prowl about the world 

seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

  Lord Jesus,  
Our hearts are full of joy, 

for you are near: 
  

(Repeat after choir)  Kyrie eleison. 
 

  Christ Jesus, 
You come with good news of salvation 

for your holy people: 
 

(Repeat after choir)  Christe eleison. 
 

  Lord Jesus, 
The power of your love 

brings us healing and forgiveness. 
 

(Repeat after choir)  Kyrie eleison. 
 

Advent Wreath Service  , OCP                 John Schiavone 

 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 

First Reading   Isaiah35:1-6; 10 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 146 
 

Lord, on the day I called for help, 
you answer me. 

 
 

Second Reading  James 5:7-10 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Gospel     Matthew 11:2-11 
 

Homily: Reflection of the Word 



 

 

Elizabeth, Glassport, South Allegheny Roman Catholic Community      13 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

God of Beauty and Wonder, Hear Our Prayer 

Offertory Hymn: Proclaim the Joyful Message Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
 maker of heaven  and earth, 
 of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the Only Begotten Son of God, 
 born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. for us men 
 and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
(All Bow)  and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate 

of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
 he suffered death and was buried, and rose again 
 on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated 
 at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge 
 the living and the dead 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son 
 is adored and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
 and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life of the world to come.  Amen  

Advent Prayer 
Come, Lord Jesus. O God, you are great indeed. 
Look upon us and reveal your glory, 
 promised to Abraham and sent to us 
 through David and his lineage. 
Send us the warmth of your love, 
 the light of your Word, the vision of your wisdom, 
 and the comfort of your people. 
Open our hearts in welcome 
 and grant us your salvation. 
Fill our minds with watchful hope 
 and let us see your kindness. 
Give us new life, the promise and joy of salvation. 
May the glory of your Son dwell in our land forever. 
We pray: Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
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Holy 
 

Mystery of Faith 
 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection until you come again. 

 

Amen, Amen, Amen 
 

Lamb of God 
 

Communion Hymn: Beyond the Moon and Stars 

Going Forth Hymn: O Come, Divine Messiah 

Patriotic Rosary 
Monday Evening 

December 12, 2022 - 7:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church, Elizabeth, PA 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Rosary, Patriotic Hymns and Benediction 

   There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with 
Benediction to conclude the recitation of the Rosary. 
   The Patriotic Rosary will be prayed on the Second Monday 
of the Month. All are invited and most assuredly welcome! 

 

Mary, Queen of the Rosary, pray for us. 

Acknowledgements: 
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