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Looking For A Faith Community? 
Wherever you are on your faith journey, we welcome you to join our community. 

You may register by calling the Administration Center. 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
1640 Fawcett Ave.  White Oak, PA  15131 

Pre-3, Pre-4, Kindergarten, First-Eighth Grade 
School Office  412-672-2360 

Webpage:  www.maryofnazarethschool.org 
 

Pittsburgh Catholic: pittsburghcatholic.org 
Pittsburgh Catholic Magazine: 

diopitt.org/pittsburgh-catholic-magazine 

Faith Formation 

Adult - Children - Youth 

101 McLay Drive 

Elizabeth, PA  15037 

Phone  412-754-0886 

Email: faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 
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Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Infants & Children 
Baptism is celebrated any Sunday after 
Mass. Parents are required to attend a 
Pre-Baptism Class. 

Previous arrangements are necessary. 
 

Instruction in the Faith - R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program is offered for those interested in 
the Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Wagner. 
 

Reconciliation 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday,  7 - 7:30 pm 
Saturday,  5:15-5:45 pm 

 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  11-11:30 am 
Saturday,  3:15-3:45 pm  

 

Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
Saturday,  1-1:30 pm 

 

Marriage 
The bride and groom are to make 
arrangements with the priest or deacon at 
least 6 months prior to the proposed date 
of the wedding. Diocesan regulations 
require all couples to attend an approved 
pre-marriage preparation program. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Anointing of the Sick is celebrated 
communally on the Second Sunday of the 
Month. 
 

Ministry to the Sick and Shut In 
Homebound members of the Parish 
should call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements to receive Holy Communion 
at home. 
 

Sponsorship Forms 
Only registered, practicing, fully-initiated 
Catholics are eligible for sponsor 
certificates. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Information Deadline 
2 weeks in advance of publish date. 
office@joachimandannediopitt.org 
 

Moving 
Please call or email your new address to 
the Parish Office, 412-751-0663. 

 Mass Intentions For The Week 
 

StE  St. Eugene Church, Liberty      StM  St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
 

QoR  Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
 

December 18 - 25, 2022 
 

Saturday, 17, Vigil, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

StM   4:00 pm T James Fetchen - Family 
 

StE   6:00 pm M Margie Mykeloff - Nancy Gerdich 
 

Sunday, 18, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

StE   8:00 am M Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am T John Sandor - Frank & Bea Chiappetta 
  

QoR 10:30 am M Mass of Thanksgiving - Carl Piccione 
 

StM 12 Noon  T Harvey Reder - Wife, Helen 
 

Monday, 19, Late Advent Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Andrew V. Tkac - Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Mark Benz – Aunts & Uncles 
 

StM   7:00 pm  Lessons and Carols 
 

Tuesday, 20, Late Advent Weekday 
 

StM   9:00 am  Michael Harlan - Mom 
 

StE   6:30 pm  Cecelia Wozniak - Joan Johnson  Mass & Adoration-7- 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, 21, Late Advent Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Deceased of the Kaczka & Braun Families - Betty Kaczka 
 

StM   9:00 am  Lillian Grooms - Betty Baker 
 

Thursday, 22, Late Advent Weekday 
 

StE   8:30 am  John Pancurak - Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Deceased of McEvoy & Sherman Families - Linda 
 

 

Friday, 23, Late Advent Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Amelia Galiyas - Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Dr. Ramon Lozano - Wife & Children 
 

Saturday, 24, Vigil, The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas Eve 
 

StM   4:00 pm M Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StE   4:00 pm T Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM 10:00 pm T Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

Sunday, 25, The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas Day 
 

StE   8:00 am T Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am M Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
  

QoR 10:30 am T Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM 12 Noon   No Mass on Christmas Day 
 

Low Gluten Hosts available - please see Priest before Mass. 

Altar Bread & Wine, Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Lamp 
St. Eugene: Sanctuary Lamp burns in Memory of 

George T, Jr. & Mary Francis Legin — Tom & Cathy Esack.. 
St. Michael: Sanctuary Lamp burns in Memory of  

Ruth Ann Chomas from Ladies of Charity. 
Queen of the Rosary: Sanctuary Lamp burns in Memory of 

Nick Dabruzzo from Loretta & Family. 

Victim’s Assistance Hot Line 
Diocesan    412-456-3093 (Office) 

1-888-808-1235 (Hot Line) 
PA Childline    1-800-932-0313 

Immediate Danger Call 911 
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4th Sunday of  Advent 
December 18, 2022 

   An entire town is wiped out 
by fire, a tornado rips through 
several neighborhoods, a bomb 
claims a maternity hospital and 
a sudden heart attack takes the 
life of a soul mate. Life is 
unpredictable and dramatic. 
Many buy into the sad illusion 

that the securities and familiarities we see around us today 
will remain forever: our homes, our friends, our spouses, 
our churches, and even our health. We are stunned and 
shaken by a sudden change, finding ourselves bewildered, 
mortified, and even embittered. We do not like change, 
especially change driven by sources beyond our control. 
Are there any guarantees in life? We often live as if our 
lives come with lifetime warranties. When they break, they 
can be fixed or replaced. Such is not the case. Many 
things are irreplaceable and unable to be fixed. During 
life’s inevitable chaos, God says: 

Do not be afraid.    Seriously? 
How can one not be afraid when things are falling apart? 

   Fear is normal and it has a purpose. It is unrealistic, and 

somewhat unhealthy, to strive to live without any fear. Fear 

teaches us lessons and can be a catalyst to discovering 

more profound things. What we do with fear and how we 

understand it is critical. Fear can either cripple us or move 

us forward. God does not want fear to cripple us. If we look 

around at all that can change in our lives and consider 

what we might have to do, we can easily wallow in the 

mire of self-misery. Or we can step up to the challenge, as 

Mary did, and do what needs doing! We can stand tall, as 

did Joseph, and do the right and just thing! 

What gives us this courage?   Faith. 

   God is with us. This is the focus of our Advent 

preparations. We need to be reminded that we are not in 

this alone. God not only made us and loves us, but God 

keeps us! In the person of Jesus Christ, God is the sign we 

need to persevere! Do not be afraid and do not be 

unbelieving! Hold fast to what God has done in giving us 

His only begotten Son. We do not have to anxiously 

attempt to control life’s unpredictability. God has blessed 

us with the birth of His Son. Trust that He is with us 

and will not abandon us, even in death.    LPi 

Pastoral Staff 
Clergy Team 
Reverend Thomas A. Wagner, Pastor 
Reverend Miroslaus A. Wojcicki, Senior Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Dale J. DiSanto, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Jeffrey P. Formica, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Stephen C. Pikula, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John E. Ragan, Permanent Deacon 
 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Beau Quattrone, Principal, 412-672-2360 
 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
 Adult - Children - Youth 
Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
Emily Hasek, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
 

Music Ministry      Pastoral Secretary 
Celeste Cafasso      Jan Kunkel 
Carol Gioia       Amy Megahan 
Pamela Whitney 
 

Facilities        Business Manager & 
Tony Hutskow      Safe Environment 
Kevin Hopkins      Jeannie Premozic 
Darla Losteter 
Patricia Muic 
 

Advisory Councils 
Pastoral Council 

Jack Ferko, Facilitator  Patty Smith, Co-Facilitator 
Vickie Budd, Scribe 

 Glenn Bonczek  Elaine David  Eric Davis 
 Anne Laychak  Leah Meek  Brian Phillips 
 

Finance Council 
Barry Bisogni, Facilitator  Patricia Palmer, Co-Facilitator 

Judy Zajicek, Scribe 
 Kay Callear   Sandy Palmer Judy Shriane 

We remember . . . In your charity, 
please remember all those who have died, 

especially: Margaret Mellott, 
Richard Bertoty, brother of Fran Scott, 

all who will die today, 
and those who have no one to pray for them. 

Resting in Paradise. 
Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord. 

And Let Perpetual Light Shine on them. 

Reflection question: 
In what ways can I proclaim God’s praise 

in the coming week? 

Pope Francis’ December Rosary Intention 
We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations 
committed to human development find people 
dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly 
seek out new paths to international cooperation. 
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God Wants To Be One With Us 
   What great lengths God will go to in loving and saving 
us! Think of the most outlandish circumstance you might 
conceive. That seems to be what the Lord is saying to 
Ahaz in today’s first reading. A virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel. Not only is 
the idea of a virgin conceiving beyond comprehension in 
Ahaz’s time, so would the concept of God wanting to be 
with us be, as the name Emmanuel indicates. And yet, this 
is what we celebrate in the Incarnation—God wants so 
completely to be one with us that God came to be with us 
in a son born to a virgin, the Blessed Virgin Mary. There is 
more to this story than even these amazing and outlandish 
occurrences, however. God wants to be one with us so 
deeply that God partners with us to make God’s presence 
known.       Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

Prayer for Generosity 
Lord, teach me to be generous. 

Teach me to serve you as you deserve; 
to give and not to count the cost, 

to fight and not to heed the wounds, 
to toil and not to seek for rest, 

to labor and not to ask for reward, 
save that of knowing that I do your will. 

— Saint Ignatius of Loyola 

Fourth Sunday of  Advent 
   Advent’s four Sundays each have their own focus: Stay 
awake! (First); John the Baptist (Second); Rejoice! 
(Third); Joseph/Mary (Fourth). We might need to have a 
little pity on the Fourth Sunday, however, since the hectic 
realities of the secular calendar can overwhelm it, 
particularly in those years when there are only one or two 
(or zero!) days before Christmas. This year we have the 
luxury of a whole week! What shall we do with this gift from 
God? Perhaps a bit more charity or social action on behalf 
of God’s poorest. Maybe take some time to listen for the 
voice of God in our dreams, as Joseph did. Attend daily 
Mass, Advent reconciliation, or pray the O antiphons 
(which began this Saturday evening). As with every gift, we 
show true gratitude by using it. Let us do so, as Paul tells 
us in Romans, for the sake of the name of Jesus, whose 
coming we await.      Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

Advent 2022: 

   A seminary professor of mine once 

said, Don’t confuse enthusiasm for 

a virtue with the virtue itself. How 

easy it’s been in my life as a priest to 

talk about the greatest of virtues — 

love — and totally fail to live up to its 

concrete demands!  

   Fortunately, our religion is not mainly about ideas or 

virtues but about persons. The angel of the Lord says to 

Joseph, Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for 

the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit 

(Mt.1:20). We don’t know exactly why Joseph was scared to 

receive Mary and therefore Jesus. We do know the 

solution: take Mary home. It’s so concrete. Look at her. 

Listen to her. Talk to her. Protect her. Help her. Laugh with 

her. Eat with her. Rest with her. Christianity begins here for 

Joseph, so it must with us, too. 

   New year challenge: This week I challenge you to 

choose a concrete way to take Mary into your home. 

Praying a weekly or daily Rosary is a proven way. Perhaps 

for you it’s making a little shrine with a statue or image. 

Maybe it’s praying a weekly Litany of Our Lady on 

Saturday night. Whatever it is, make sure it is a concrete 

action and do it. She will be there. Soon her virtues will 

follow, especially love.    — Father John Muir   ©LPi 
 

Come Lord Jesus, Come! 

Christmas & New Year’s Mass Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve - Saturday, December 24, 2022 
 

4:00 pm - Saint Michael Church 
4:00 pm - Saint Eugene Church 

10:00 pm - Saint Michael Church 
 

Christmas Day - Sunday, December 25, 2022 
 

8:30 am - Saint Eugene Church 
9:00 am - Saint Michael Church 

10:30 am - Queen of the Rosary Church 
12 Noon - No Mass - Saint Michael Church Today 

 

New Year’s Eve - Saturday, December 31, 2022 
 

4:00 pm - Saint Michael Church 
4:00 pm - Saint Eugene Church 

 

New Year’s Day - Sunday, January 1, 2023 
 

8:30 am - Saint Eugene Church 
9:00 am - Saint Michael Church 

10:30 am - Queen of the Rosary Church 
12 Noon - No Mass - Saint Michael Church Today 
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Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments 
St. Joseph the Steward 

   Saint Joseph is one of the greatest examples of 
stewardship we have in the Gospels. Here is a man who 
understands care and reverence for the property of God, a 
man chosen to be steward over the very life and breath of 
God’s Son and Spouse.  
   Joseph was mindful. He recognized what belonged to 
God. When he understood that Mary was to be the mother 
of God, he was not jealous or bitter. He did not presume to 
claim ownership over her. 
   Joseph was prayerful. He accepted the opportunity to 
be in relationship with God, even if it was in a radical and 
unexpected way. How many of us would trust a crazy 
dream we have where an angel tells us our fiancée is 
carrying the Son of God? Well, those of us who are 
already profoundly connected to God through prayer. 
Joseph was open to receiving God, and so he was open to 
the truth in a way many of us would not have been.  
   Joseph was gracious. Even before he had full 
understanding of the situation, he was unwilling to expose 
Mary to shame. He did not give himself over to feelings of 
betrayal.  
   Joseph was committed. He persevered. The Lord had 
no shortage of strange and even dangerous-sounding 
tasks for Joseph, but he submitted to each one.  
   Joseph was accountable. When he awoke from his 
dream, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded 
him, and took his wife into his home. 
   Joseph was a man entrusted with many gifts, and he 
gave of them wisely. Let us pray that we have the grace 
to follow in his example.   —Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS, ©LP 

 

Marriage Moments   by Susan Vogt 

   December 21 is the Winter Solstice—the longest 
night of the year. Dark nights can be cozy when warmed 
by love and candlelight. If this week finds you blessed with 
pleasant experiences of darkness, pray for those who 
aren’t. 
 

Parenting Pointers   by Susan Vogt 

   Do not be afraid Joseph… (Mt 1:20). Substitute your own 
name for Joseph. Bearing and raising a child can be scary. 
So many things can go wrong. Turn to God and each other 
when you are nervous or afraid of how to parent your child. 

Whose House? 
   Interest in genealogy is much, much older than current 
fascination with using DNA analysis to trace our heritage. 
Matthew’s Gospel opens with the genealogy of Jesus, 
going all the way back to Abraham, Israel’s father in 
faith. This is what immediately precedes today’s Gospel 
reading, and is crucial to how we hear the opening 
sentence: Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ 
came about. It’s not so much as a starting point, but a 
pivot point that places Jesus firmly in the house of David 
through Joseph (in first-century Judaism, lineage and heritage 

was traced solely through males). An essential understanding 
of the Messiah was that he would come from the house 
and lineage of King David. For those of us who follow 
Jesus in faith, it’s important to recall that it was through 
Joseph that Jesus both came from the house of David and 
was made a son of the covenant of Moses. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

Whose Home? 
   Matthew’s Gospel also 
c o n t a i n s  a n  a n g e l i c 
annunciation scene; we hear 
from it today. Another pivot 
point is presented, when the 

angel says Do not be afraid to take Mary into your 
home. As with most angelic appearances in scripture, the 
angel provides an instruction not to fear. More importantly, 
Joseph is instructed by God’s messenger to take Mary into 
his home. When Joseph and Mary were betrothed, they 
were officially constituted as husband and wife; the next 
step—approved by an angel—would have been for Joseph 
to take Mary into his home. So he provided a safe place for 
a young woman in a troubled pregnancy, and offered her 
child a home, a heritage, and a lineage. This rather difficult 
and risky move on Joseph’s part might inspire us in this 
season to seek out and help out in those places where 
people are longing to have a house and—more 
importantly—a home.      Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

Getting Even  —Anonymous 
The only ones you should try to get even with 
are those who have helped you. 
 

Christmas Children  —Charles Dickens 

It is good to be children sometimes, 
and never better than at Christmas. 



 

 

Faith Formation 
Adult - Children - Youth 

Religious Education 
 

101 McLay Drive    Elizabeth, PA  15037 
412-754-0886 

 

Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
k6ff@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Susan Formica, Youth Ministry, Jr & Sr 
Emily Hasek, Youth Ministry, Jr & Sr 

youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 
 

Facebook: Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
 

Living Stones of God’s House   —1 Peter 2:4-5 

Pre-Baptism Class 
 

Pre-Baptism Class is for expectant parents and Godparents 
or anyone who is seeking a Catholic Baptism for their child. 

Pre-Baptism Class - Thursday, December 1, 2022, 
at 7:00 pm in St. Michael Meeting Room. 

 

Please register at joachimandannediopitt.org/baptism 
or by emailing faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

or by calling the Faith Formation Office, 412-754-0886. 
Prior to scheduling a Baptism, first time parents 

need to attend the Pre-Baptismal Seminar. 

Pre-Cana Program 
If you are planning weddings, 

especially Winter, Spring & Summer 2023. 
St. Michael - Archangel Hall, McLay Drive, Elizabeth 
Saturday, April 22, 2023, 9 am-3:30 pm 

Registration $50.00 per couple 
(includes materials & lunch) 

Pre-Registration is necessary. Please call Julie 
In the Faith Formation Office, 412-754-0886 

or email faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org. 

 

For the schedule and more information about 
the Senior and Junior Youth Ministry Program, 

please email youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 

Elementary Faith Formation 
Sunday morning 10:15 -11:45 am and 

Monday evening 5:45 - 7:15 pm. 
 

Please contact Julie or Amanda, 
412-754-0886 or email 

faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

Candidates for Sacraments (Holy 
Communion or Confirmation) should be adequately 
prepared to receive these gifts, and a proper understanding 
of the Sacrament should be gained and demonstrated. 
Generally, two (2) consecutive years of instruction is 
necessary for the reception of the Sacraments of Holy 
Communion and Confirmation for children & youth. 
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Bereavement Ministry 
 

This group, led by Deacon Dale DiSanto, is for people 
Who have lost a loved one and are experiencing grief. 

This is a Support Group, not counseling. 
If you need assistance in moving through your grief, 

this is an on going way to be supported during this difficult 
time. The weekly session begins with suggested topics, 
open discussion and ends with prayer. 

Thursday Afternoon - St. Michael Meeting Room 
RSVP Jan, 412-751-0663 

Please RSVP so  that we may prepare materials. 

OUR FASCINATING FAITH 
Las Posadas (December 16–24) 

   Of the many Latin American traditions for the celebration 
of Advent and Christmas, the tradition of Las Posadas 
seems to be the best known. It originated in the last half of 
the eighteenth century when the boisterous Misas de 
Aguinaldo were no longer celebrated in Mexico. To 
replace these Masses, the laity decided to celebrate in their 
own homes by taking what they had seen dramatized in the 
churches: the journey of the Galilean immigrants, Joseph 
and Mary of Nazareth, when they were looking for an inn 
(posada) in Bethlehem of Judea. Like the O Antiphons of 
the official liturgy, these posadas were celebrated on nine 
consecutive nights. 
   The journey of Joseph and Mary from inn to inn sadly 
continues every day in the fearful and tired steps taken by 
so many immigrants in this country. Like the Holy Family, 
Latin American families look for hospitality with the hope 
of finding a new life for their sons and daughters. 
Unfortunately, many citizens of the United States behave 
like the people of Bethlehem, preferring to close their door 
in the face of the immigrants rather than welcoming them. 
Perhaps that is the reason that the tradition of Las 
Posadas has taken on so much importance among the 
Latinos in the United States. We know firsthand what 
Joseph and Mary experienced two thousand years ago. 
We have to ask ourselves: When will the human heart 
change? When will we open the doors of our heart to our 
immigrant Lord?  —Friar Gilberto Cavazos-González, OFM, 

 Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  
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Invest just five minutes a day, 
and your faith will deepen and grow 
—a day at a time. 

Sunday, Dec 18; Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 7:10-14; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-24 

Welcome!—Most folks live in the land of their birth. Only one in 
30 migrate, and for many reasons. They may marry a non-
national and relocate to make a life together. Jobs may move 
overseas. But most often, people migrate under forces they 
can't control: military conflicts, natural disasters, extreme 
poverty, or other dangers. Migration may not be chosen, but it 
doesn't have to spell doom to those who depart or those who 
receive them. Migrants have knowledge, networks, and skills to 
share. U.S. history proves it as does the history of our faith. As 
Yahweh told the Israelites: You shall treat the alien who 
resides with you no differently than the natives born among 
you; for you too were once aliens in the land of Egypt (Lev. 

19:33-34). On this International Migrants Day, O Sacred Lord, 
give us the spirit of welcome and openness so we may each 
find our way to you. The Lord's are the earth and its fullness; 
the world and those who dwell in it. 
 

Monday, Dec 19; Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Luke 1:5-25 
Cherish your roots Today’s O Antiphon—O Root of Jesse’s 
stem, sign of God’s love for all his people: come to save us 
without delay!—invites us to meditate on the theme of Jesus’ 
genealogy and our spiritual ancestry. Jesse was the father of 
King David, and God told the prophet Nathan that David’s royal 
family would last forever. Jesus is the enduring branch that 
grows out of the root of Jesse, the fulfillment of a hope past and 
present. When we belong to Christ, we belong to the rest of the 
tree, too—a family that includes God and humanity. Christmas 
brings people together, biologically related or not—let the 
longing of this season bond you closer to all in love. He will 
turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 
 

Tuesday, Dec 20; O Key of David - Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38 
Let’s make some room at the inn—We’re in the middle of two 
great spiritual traditions that overlap in Advent: The O Antiphons 
(December 17-23)—recited at vespers for the church’s Liturgy 
of the Hours—and the celebration of Las Posadas (December 
16-24), reenacting Joseph and Mary’s search for shelter ahead 
of Jesus’ birth. Since Las Posadas come from our Latin 
American brothers and sisters, each year the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops encourages us to work and 
pray, in intentional ways, for migrants to our country who—like 
Mary and Joseph—seek safety and basic biblical hospitality. 
The Key of David is also the key to our hearts. See Justice for 
Immigrants for more background and suggested actions. 
Listen, O house of David! 
 

Wednesday, Dec 21; O Radiant Dawn-Sg 2:8-14 or Lk 1:39-45  
A light of faith from the North Star—On this day in 1892, 
Saint Peter Claver Catholic Church was founded in Saint Paul, 
Minnesota, the first black parish in the state of Minnesota. 
Founded decades before the Great Migration of southern blacks 
to northern states, the church was the brainchild of hopeful 

black Catholics (inspired by Josephite founder John Slattery, S.S.J.) 
and Archbishop John Ireland, a tireless advocate for black 
liberation in an era of widespread racism. The new church was 
named for the famed Jesuit missionary, just a few years after 
his canonization by Pope Leo XIII, and among its first members 
was Fredrick McGhee, the first black lawyer in state history. 
May he and his companions inspire our faith and encourage us 
to witness for justice in our daily lives! O Radiant Dawn, 
splendor of eternal light, sun of justice, come and shine on 
those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death! 
 

Thursday, Dec 22; O King of All Nations 
1 Samuel 1:24-28; Lukek 1:46-56 

Picture this—For Americans, the O Antiphon for today, O King 
of All Nations, might be less than compelling since our incipient 
nation rebelled against the only king it ever had back in its 
colonial days. The image of God or Jesus as “king” comes from 
the prevailing social structures 2,000 years ago. Centuries of 
church-monarchy unity in Europe and elsewhere kept the 
tradition going. Contemporary Catholics can understand the 
power and authority of kingship, but God’s tenderness and 
mercy can be sidelined by this term, which leads to a good 
question for any disciple: What is your image of God? What 
helps you connect with the Divine? The Almighty has done 
great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
 

Friday, Dec 23; Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Luke 1:57-66 
Rejoice, rejoice!—The O Emmanuel antiphon heralds the 
conclusion of Advent. It also conveys a powerful truth about how 
we experience the divine. Yes, God is awesome and 
transcendent—and God is the one who draws close to us, takes 
on our humanity, and is truly Emmanuel, God with us. As we 
prepare to enter into the mystery of the Incarnation, let us take a 
moment to pray O Emmanuel and reflect on how we 
experience God with us in our day-to-day life. And as a church 
let us sing together, Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel / Shall 
come to thee, O Israel. Yes, he is coming. 
 

Saturday, Dec 24; 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16; Luke 1:67-79 
Forgiveness under the tree—If you haven’t finished your 
Christmas shopping by now, you’re toast (at least according to 
consumer culture). The best you can hope for now is 
forgiveness. Which is exactly what this day and this night are all 
about. Zechariah’s Benedictus in today’s gospel (which takes its 
name from the first words in Latin—Benedictus Dominus Deus 
Israel, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel) reflects God’s 
eternal plan of deliverance: To give his people knowledge of 
Salvation by the forgiveness of their sins. The best present 
you can give anybody, tonight or ever, is the forgiveness of their 
sins. Today is the perfect day to give this perfect gift! To give 
his people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of 
their sins. 
 

Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. 
For more information about TAKE FIVE go to PrepareTheWord.com 

 

God has called us to belong to Jesus Christ. 
—Romans 1:1-7  
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Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
2023 Mass Intention Requests 

   Offering Mass for a special intention is a longstanding practice in our Catholic Tradition. Mass is offered for many reasons, i.e. 
remembrance of someone who is deceased, for the health and well-being of someone, or in honor of a birthday or anniversary, etc. If 
you would like a Mass to be offered for someone or a special occasion, please complete this form and return it to the Parish 
Office by the US Mail (101 McLay Drive, Elizabeth, PA  15037) or the Offertory Basket. 
   The Mass Stipend is $10.00 for each Mass Intention. Please include stipend (please make checks payable to Sts. Joachim 
and Anne Parish) with your request. 
   Please return the Entire Mass Intention Form (entire page) to the Parish Office by Wednesday, January 11, 2023. 

 

Anyone celebrating their 25th and 50th Wedding Anniversaries in 2023 
should call the Parish Office, 412-751-0663, before Wednesday, November 30, 2022 to schedule a Mass. 

 

No requests will be taken over the telephone Until Wednesday, February 15, 2023. 
 

• Three (3) Mass Intentions per family (please only one weekend date). 
• No Mass intentions will be accepted for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Easter Sunday, 
  Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, All Souls Day or Thanksgiving Day. 
• After Wednesday, February 15, 2023, you may call for any open dates. At that time, you will be welcome 
  to schedule additional Mass Intentions. 
• If you do not have an Email address, please enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
  if you wish to receive confirmation of the dates requested. Thank you. 
 

Please Print 
 
Your Name:  ______________________________________________________________  Total Amount Enclosed:  $____________ 
 
Your Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daytime Phone Number:  _______________________________       Email:  _____________________________________________ 

Please Print 
Mass Intention For:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Requested By:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living Intention:  ____    Church Request:  ____  St. Eugene    ____  St. Michael    ____  Queen of the Rosary    ____  First Available 
 

Mass Date Requested:  __________________________________      Sunday Mass Time Request:  _____________________________ 
 

Alternate Date #1:  _____________________________________      Alternate Date #2:  _____________________________________ 

Please Print 
Mass Intention For:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Requested By:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living Intention:  ____    Church Request:  ____  St. Eugene    ____  St. Michael    ____  Queen of the Rosary    ____  First Available 
 

Mass Date Requested:  __________________________________      Sunday Mass Time Request:  _____________________________ 
 

Alternate Date #1:  _____________________________________      Alternate Date #2:  _____________________________________ 

Please Print 
Mass Intention For:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Requested By:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living Intention:  ____    Church Request:  ____  St. Eugene    ____  St. Michael    ____  Queen of the Rosary    ____  First Available 
 

Mass Date Requested:  __________________________________      Sunday Mass Time Request:  _____________________________ 
 

Alternate Date #1:  _____________________________________      Alternate Date #2:  _____________________________________ 
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Time, Talent, and Treasure 
 

Offertory Total will be in next weeks 
bulletin due to early transmission date. 

 

Parish Share 
2022 Parish Share  Goal  $134,148 

 

2022 Parish Share to Date  $124,045 
 

Thank You For Your Sacrificial Giving! 
 

Mailing Offertory Envelopes: 
Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

101 McLay Drive 
Elizabeth, PA 15037 

 

Monthly Envelope 
   The Monthly Envelope replaces the old Capital 
Improvement, Building & Grounds, Upkeep and 
the Utility & Energy/Fuel envelopes. 
   Each Family is asked to contribute $20 to the 
Monthly Envelope. These monies will be used to 
assist in the upkeep of parish property and help 
cover the cost of energy and utilities. 

Upcoming Events 

Catholic Men’s Fellowship will meet on  
Saturday, December 24, 2022 at 7:30 am  

in the St. Michael Church - Meeting Room. 
All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Christian Mothers/Women’s Guild will meet on 
Thursday, March 17,  2023 at 7:00 pm 

in St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
All women of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Holy Name Society will meet on 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 at 9:00 am 
in the Queen of the Rosary - Social Hall. 

All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 
 

Knights of Columbus will meet on 
Monday, January 2, 2022 at 8:00 pm 
in the St. Michael - Meeting Room. 

All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 
 

Ladies of Charity will meet on 
Saturday, March 11, 2023 at 10:00 am 

in the St. Michael - Archangel Hall. 
All women of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Rosary Makers will meet on 
Monday, February 6, 2022 at 10:00 am 

in St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
 

Ushers Club will meet on 
Thursday, January 12,  2023 at 7:30 pm 

in St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
 

Glassport Sons of Italy Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 - 12 Noon to 6 pm 

Homemade Gnocchi or Cheese Ravioli 
with Meatballs, Salad & Dessert 

Eat-In or Take-Out, 412-673-3915. 

Crochet Club meets weekly on 
Thursday from 11:30 am - 1:30 pm 

in the St. Eugene Rectory - Meeting Room. 
New members are always welcomed. 

 

Quilting Club will not 
be meeting at the present time. 
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Thank You!    Thank You!    Thank You! 
Thank you Mrs. Susan Formica! 

   For over the past decade, Mrs. Sue Formica has 
been a catechist, friend, mentor and overall cheer 
captain to the youth from our faith community from 
Junior High through Senior High School. 
   Sue has guided and watched so many of our youth 
grow into the faith-filled adults that they have 
become, some of which continue be a part our Faith 
Family. 
   Sue has made the very difficult choice to step back 
from the Youth Ministry Program and to be a full time 
grandmother to her beautiful grandson and a part 
time baker. 
   As Sue’s leadership role in Youth Ministry comes to 
an end, we are ever grateful for the years she spent 
as our Youth Minister and we cherish the memories 
made and the faith shared together. 

God Bless All You Do Mrs. Formica! 
 

Dear Saints Joachim and Anne Parish, 
 

   I am writing this note to let everyone know that, 
after 10 years serving as the youth minister of our 
parish, I will be retiring at the end of December, 2022. 
 

   From the bottom of my heart, I thank you for all the 
love and support you have given me and youth 
ministry over the years. From our baby bottle drives, 
to our hoagie sales, to Family Fun Night, to 
collections for various outreaches, your support and 
generosity has been truly inspiring. I thank you for 
allowing me the opportunity to get to know the youth 
of this parish. Please know they will continue to be in 
my prayers. 
 

   I also would like to thank Fr. Wagner for trusting me 
with this ministry, and giving me the opportunity to 
minister to our youth. There are so many wonderful 
memories that I will always treasure.  
 

   I wish to extend a sincere welcome to Mrs. Emily 
Hasek, to whom I am passing the youth ministry 
torch. I am sure you will all welcome her and support 
her, as you have done for me over the years. 
 

   May the Holy Spirit guide our parish as we strive to 
serve God in all we do, and may God bless you and 
all of our youth. 
 

Most Sincerely, 
Sue Formica 

 

Advent Lessons and Carols, 
Monday, December 19, 2022 at 7:00 pm. 

at Saint Michael Church. 
 

The Celebration of Advent Lessons and Carols 
includes prayers, readings from scripture, 

and the singing of carols 
from the Advent and Christmas seasons. 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Food Bank Sunday 

   We accept all non-perishable 
food items and paper products to 
serve our local community on the 
Third Sunday of the Month. 
   Items needed are pasta and 
sauces, tuna fish, rice, stews, 
cereal,  canned fru its & 
vegetables, soup, coffee & tea, 
hot chocolate mix, peanut butter 

& jelly, sugar, flour, crackers, Jell-O gelatin, puddings, 
powdered milk, cocoa, infant formula & baby food, 
juices, facial soap, shampoo, laundry detergent, 
diapers, facial tissues, paper towels, toilet tissue, 
cleansers, etc. 
   Please bring your donations to Mass with you and leave 
them in the Gathering Space of the Church. Cash or 
checks are also welcome. Thank You! 

Kind deeds can change lives! 
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Specialty Baskets & Craft Baskets 
Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 

Annual Community Festival 
August 3, 4, and 5, 2023 

   Planning for our Annual Community Festival has 
already begun. We will gladly accept donations for our  

Specialty Baskets & Craft Baskets. 
Now would be a great time to pick up those 

Summer & Fall Clearance Items, 
Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, 

Winter and even items for New Year’s. 

   Please bring your donations (new) to the Gathering 
Space in each church and remember that our festival 
will not be successful without your support. 

Thank you for your generosity!!! 

Available Now….. 
CUPID CIRCLE TICKET 
Benefits Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 

Building Maintenance & Improvement 
 

$5000.00 in the month of February. 
Minimum payout is $100.00. 

$10.00 per ticket with 28 chances to win! 
Pays out daily on the 7pm PA Daily Pick 3. 

No bonus numbers. 
 

If you would like to request a certain number 
for the February - Cupid Circle Ticket, 

please call Cathy, 412-980-2918 
before Wednesday, December 7, 2022. 

 

Numbers will be dispersed 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Thank You for your continual support! 

They Make A Great Stocking Stuffer! 

May God Bless Our Service Personnel 
   We pray for and remember our 
Service Men and Women who are 
serving on active duty in the Armed 
Services, especially: Maj. Damian 
Baskerville, USAF; Col. Richard 
Collage, PA NG; Staff Sgt. Nicholas 
DeLuca, Army; Ens. David DeMaio, 
USCG; Capt. Craig Dolhi, Army; 

Capt. Anthony Formica, Army; Jacob Formica, E-4, 
Army; 2nd Lt. John Formica, Army; SPC Samuel 
Formica, Army National Guard; Capt. Markus Gibson, 
USMC; 2ndLt. Miles Gibson, USMC; PO2. Mason 
Gibson, USN; T/Sgt. Michael Goodman, USAF; Lt. Col. 
James Hock, Army; E5 Sgt. Brian Imundo, Army; Sgt. 
Russ Langley, Marines; Staff Sgt. Raymond Massung, 
Jr., USAF; Sgt. First Class William Nellis, Army; Staff 
Sgt. Timothy Oeler, USAF; 2nd Lt Nickolas Pasek, 
Army National Guard; LT. Timothy Ragan, USN; Amn. 
Stephanie A. Reichenbach, USAF; PFC David R. 
Saunders, Army National Guard; Sgt. Brandon R. 
Smith, USAF Pararescueman; Amn. Adam Stitt, USAF; 
Maj. Andrew Tkac, Army and All First Responders. 

Thank you for your service! 
May We Never Forget . . . Freedom is Never Free! 

 

2022 Christmas Flower Memorials 
 

__ St. Eugene __ St. Michael __ Queen of the Rosary 
 

Please Print 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

Requested by   
 

______________________________________________ 
 

Donation $__________  Phone #  ___________________ 
 

Suggested Donation $10.00 
Deadline Monday, December 19, 2022 

Please place in an envelope marked Christmas Flower 
Memorial and deposit in the collection. Thank You! 

 

Thank You for caring! 

Kind deeds change lives, Thank You! 

Snow Cancellations 
Mass at Saint Eugene Church 

Tuesday Evening & Thursday Morning 
   For everyone’s safety, a delay or cancellation 
at Elizabeth-Forward or South Allegheny 
School Districts is our notice of Safety First. 
Mornings with a delay or cancellation—There will 
be no morning Mass at Saint Eugene 
Church. Please listen to the radio or watch TV for 
delays or cancellations. Safety first! Be careful! 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness 

and snares of the devil; 
may God rebuke him, we humbly pray; 

and do thou O Prince of the Heavenly Host, 
by the power of God, 

thrust into hell Satan and all the other evil spirits 
who prowl about the world 

seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn: Beyond the Moon and Stars 
 

  Lord Jesus,  
You are mighty God 
and Prince of Peace: 

  

(Repeat after choir)  Kyrie eleison. 
 

  Christ Jesus, 
You are Son of God 

and Son of the Holy Virgin: 
 

(Repeat after choir)  Christe eleison. 
 

  Lord Jesus, 
You are Word made flesh 

and Splendor of the Father. 
 

(Repeat after choir)  Kyrie eleison. 
 

Advent Wreath Service  , OCP                 John Schiavone 

 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 

First Reading   Isaiah 7:10-14 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 24 
 

Let the Lord enter, 
He is the king of glory. 

 
 

Second Reading  Romans 1:1-7 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Gospel     Matthew 1:18-24 
 

Homily: Reflection of the Word 
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Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

God of All, Hear Our Prayer 

Offertory Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
 maker of heaven  and earth, 
 of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the Only Begotten Son of God, 
 born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. for us men 
 and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
(All Bow)  and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate 

of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
 he suffered death and was buried, and rose again 
 on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated 
 at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge 
 the living and the dead 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son 
 is adored and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
 and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life of the world to come.  Amen  

Advent Prayer 
Come, Lord Jesus. O God, you are great indeed. 
Look upon us and reveal your glory, 
 promised to Abraham and sent to us 
 through David and his lineage. 
Send us the warmth of your love, 
 the light of your Word, the vision of your wisdom, 
 and the comfort of your people. 
Open our hearts in welcome 
 and grant us your salvation. 
Fill our minds with watchful hope 
 and let us see your kindness. 
Give us new life, the promise and joy of salvation. 
May the glory of your Son dwell in our land forever. 
We pray: Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
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Holy 
 

Mystery of Faith 
 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection until you come again. 

 

Amen, Amen, Amen 
 

Lamb of God 
 

Communion Hymn: O Come, Divine Messiah 

Going Forth Hymn: People, Look East 
 

  Peo-ple, look East.  The time is near  
  Of the crown-ing of___ the year. 
  Make your house fair as you are a-ble; 
  Trim_ the hearth and set__ the ta_ble. 
  Peo-ple, look East, and sing to-day: 
  Love the Guest is on__ the way. 
 

  Fur-rows, be glad,  
  Though earth is bare,  
  One more seed is plant-ed there. 
  Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
  That in course the flow’r may flour-ish. 
  People, look East, and sing to-day: 
  Love, the Rose is on—the way. 
 

  Birds, though you long have ceased to build,  
  Guard the nest that must- be filled. 
  E-ven the hour when wings are fro-zen 
  Now for the fledg—ling- time is cho-sen. 
  People, look East, and sing to-day:  
  Love, the Bird is on- the way. 

Patriotic Rosary 
Monday Evening 

January 9, 2023 - 7:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church, Elizabeth, PA 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Rosary, Patriotic Hymns and Benediction 

   There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with 
Benediction to conclude the recitation of the Rosary. 
   The Patriotic Rosary will be prayed on the Second Monday 
of the Month. All are invited and most assuredly welcome! 

 

Mary, Queen of the Rosary, pray for us. 

Acknowledgements: 
Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation Year C (LPGA)

WLP, J.S. Paluch Co. Holy, Memorial Acclamation, Amen, 
Lamb of God, Mass of Christ the Savior, Dan Schutte, OCP. 

All rights reserved. Printed under onelicense.net A-720043. 
All other material used as printed or public domain. 

 

Advent Lessons and Carols, 
Monday, December 19, 2022 at 7:00 pm. 

at Saint Michael Church. 
 

The Celebration of Advent Lessons and Carols 
includes prayers, readings from scripture, 

and the singing of carols 
from the Advent and Christmas seasons. 


