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Looking For A Faith Community? 
Wherever you are on your faith journey, we welcome you to join our community. 

You may register by calling the Administration Center. 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
1640 Fawcett Ave.  White Oak, PA  15131 

Pre-3, Pre-4, Kindergarten, First-Eighth Grade 
School Office  412-672-2360 

Webpage:  www.maryofnazarethschool.org 
 

Pittsburgh Catholic: pittsburghcatholic.org 
Pittsburgh Catholic Magazine: 

diopitt.org/pittsburgh-catholic-magazine 

Faith Formation 

Adult - Children - Youth 

101 McLay Drive 

Elizabeth, PA  15037 

Phone  412-754-0886 

Email: faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 
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Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Infants & Children 
Baptism is celebrated any Sunday after 
Mass. Parents are required to attend a 
Pre-Baptism Class. 

Previous arrangements are necessary. 
 

Instruction in the Faith - R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program is offered for those interested in 
the Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Wagner. 
 

Reconciliation 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday,  7 - 7:30 pm 
Saturday,  5:15-5:45 pm 

 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  11-11:30 am 
Saturday,  3:15-3:45 pm  

 

Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
Saturday,  1-1:30 pm 

 

Marriage 
The bride and groom are to make 
arrangements with the priest or deacon at 
least 6 months prior to the proposed date 
of the wedding. Diocesan regulations 
require all couples to attend an approved 
pre-marriage preparation program. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Anointing of the Sick is celebrated 
communally on the Second Sunday of the 
Month. 
 

Ministry to the Sick and Shut In 
Homebound members of the Parish 
should call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements to receive Holy Communion 
at home. 
 

Sponsorship Forms 
Only registered, practicing, fully-initiated 
Catholics are eligible for sponsor 
certificates. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Information Deadline 
2 weeks in advance of publish date. 
office@joachimandannediopitt.org 
 

Moving 
Please call or email your new address to 
the Parish Office, 412-751-0663. 

 Mass Intentions For The Week 
 

StE  St. Eugene Church, Liberty      StM  St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
 

QoR  Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
 

December 25, 2022 - January 1, 2023 
 

Saturday, 24, Vigil, The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas Eve 
 

StM   4:00 pm M Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StE   4:00 pm T Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM 10:00 pm T Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

Sunday, 25, The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas Day 
 

StE   8:00 am T Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am M Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
  

QoR 10:30 am T Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM 12 Noon   No Mass on Christmas Day 
 

Monday, 26, Stephen, First Martyr 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Mickeline Urbanski - Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Anna Mae O’Brien – Kathy Groll 
 
 

Tuesday, 27, John, apostle and evangelist 
 

StM   9:00 am  Hunter Shoben - Family 
 

StE   6:30 pm  Margie Mykeloff - Nancy Gerdich 
 

 Mass & Adoration-7- 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, 28, Holy Innocents, martyrs 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Arthur Cipriani - Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Michael Gogoel, Jr. & Michael Gogoel III - Barb & Michele 
 

Thursday, 29, Octive of Christmas 
 

StE   8:30 am  Vivian Hresko - Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  John Shar - Wife, Sally 
 
 

Friday, 30, Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Victor DeMaio - Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Jerry Kunkel, Agnes & Ken Kunkel - Jan & Ryan 
 

Saturday, 31, Vigil, Mary, Mother of God - New Year’s Eve 
 

StM   4:00 pm T Walter Radocay - Family 
 

StE   4:00 pm M Helen Epler - Parish Family 
 

 

Sunday, January 1, Mary, Mother of God - New Year’s Day 
 

StE   8:00 am M Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am T Don Geletko - Family & Friends 
  

QoR 10:30 am M Joanne Topoleski - Family & Friends 
 

StM 12 Noon   No Mass on New Year’s Day 
 

Low Gluten Hosts available - please see Priest before Mass. 

Altar Bread & Wine, Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Lamp 
St. Eugene: Sanctuary Lamp burns in Memory of 

Living & Deceased of the Parish Family — Ladies of Charity. 
St. Michael: Sanctuary Lamp burns in Memory of  

Living & Deceased of the Parish Family — Ladies of Charity. 
Queen of the Rosary: Sanctuary Lamp burns in Memory of 
Living & Deceased of the Parish Family — Ladies of Charity. 

Victim’s Assistance Hot Line 
Diocesan    412-456-3093 (Office) 

1-888-808-1235 (Hot Line) 
PA Childline    1-800-932-0313 

Immediate Danger Call 911 
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The Nativity of  the Lord - Christmas 
December 25, 2022 

   As we age, time seems 
to pass more quickly. 
Years seemingly fly by as 
one holiday flows into the 
next, January quickly 
becomes December and 
life maintains its hectic 
pace. What do we 

accomplish in all of that busyness? Perhaps 
technology is responsible for some of the frenzy, 
keeping us isolated in our social media worlds, 
communicating through texts rather than in person, 
and always connected to world events. We’re over 
stimulated in many ways by information, noise, 
opinions, and ideologies. Yet, we still find the time 
to decorate our homes, purchase gifts, and plan 
Christmas gatherings. We know, however, that the 
true meaning of Christmas is not found in twinkling 
lights, beautifully adorned trees, perfectly set tables 
or exchanged gifts. We are being called to something 
deeper and more authentic.  
   Christmas reminds us to look for God along the 

way of our lives and not get distracted by the 
illusions around us. Our world’s complexity can 
leave us feeling displaced, desperate, alone, 
neglected, and unimportant. Joseph and Mary felt 
that way too. In the midst of all that captures and 
intrigues us in our self-created virtual worlds, is this 
longing for the anchor of faith to keep us grounded 
and make sense of it all. Only faith can give us the 

perspective to see what truly matters in life. We 
discover our divinely blessed humanity. The 
uncertain and challenging journey to Bethlehem 
gives way to the tender moments of birth and its 
embrace. Christmas softens us and slows us down a 
bit. It shows us Jesus as the light who enlightens 
everyone. It shows us the truth.  
   The faith that comes from Christmas calms our 

fears and allows us to go into the nighttime of our 
lives courageously. We are never lost or alone. We 
need to stop and savor more of life’s moments before 
they slip away in time. God is with us, loving us, and 
leading us where we need to be. God is born again 
and again in every soul willing to give birth to His 
presence. God connects us and provides us with a 

place where we feel safe and welcome: home. 

Merry Christmas! 
LPi  

 

Be Born In Us, Be Born In Our World! 

Pastoral Staff 
Clergy Team 
Reverend Thomas A. Wagner, Pastor 
Reverend Miroslaus A. Wojcicki, Senior Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Dale J. DiSanto, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Jeffrey P. Formica, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Stephen C. Pikula, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John E. Ragan, Permanent Deacon 
 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Beau Quattrone, Principal, 412-672-2360 
 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
 Adult - Children - Youth 
Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
Emily Hasek, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
 

Music Ministry      Pastoral Secretary 
Celeste Cafasso      Jan Kunkel 
Carol Gioia       Amy Megahan 
Pamela Whitney 
 

Facilities        Business Manager & 
Tony Hutskow      Safe Environment 
Kevin Hopkins      Jeannie Premozic 
Darla Losteter 
Patricia Muic 
 

Advisory Councils 
Pastoral Council 

Jack Ferko, Facilitator  Patty Smith, Co-Facilitator 
Vickie Budd, Scribe 

 Glenn Bonczek  Elaine David  Eric Davis 
 Anne Laychak  Leah Meek  Brian Phillips 
 

Finance Council 
Barry Bisogni, Facilitator  Patricia Palmer, Co-Facilitator 

Judy Zajicek, Scribe 
 Kay Callear   Sandy Palmer Judy Shriane 

We remember . . . In your charity, 
please remember all those who have died, 

especially: Donald & Bernadette Leonatti, 
Amanda Glemba, mother of Joseph Glemba, 

Michele Wertelet, all who will die today, 
and those who have no one to pray for them. 

Resting in Paradise. 
Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord. 

And Let Perpetual Light Shine on them. 

Pope Francis’ December Rosary Intention 
We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations 
committed to human development find people 
dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly 
seek out new paths to international cooperation. 
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Christmas Day 
   The four Gospel portraits of 
Jesus take very different 
approaches to his origins. Mark 
has no record of Jesus’ ancestry, 
except for his connection to John 
the Baptist. Matthew traces his 
genealogy back to Abraham; Luke 

even farther back, to Adam. The Gospel of John outdoes 
them all, tracing Jesus’ origins back to the time before 
time, before the world was created! Jesus is the eternal 
Word of God. The Greek term for Word is logos, and it is 
a word with deep implications. The logos exists before 
creation, because all of creation came to be through the 
logos and, in turn, the logos will become the light of all it 
has created. This is what makes Christmas a season light 
and life. May our lives radiate this light, reflecting the life-
giving Word-made-Flesh. Let our discipleship truly and 
fully make incarnate once again the Word-in-flesh whom 
we celebrate and adore: Jesus Christ, our Lord! 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

What All The Waiting Has Been For 
   Today’s readings are as familiar to most of us as the 
carols we sing and the commercials that overwhelm this 
holiday season. Often Christmas finds us tired, struggling 
with preparations and expectations. What we really want to 
feel is joy and peace. The stress of preparation, of waiting, 
is reflected in both Isaiah and Paul’s letter to Titus. Luke 
tells us of the exhaustion that Mary and Joseph felt: a 
young pregnant wife and her husband, forced to travel just 
as she is about to give birth, unable even to find a room to 
stay in. It must have been miserable. They must have 
been afraid. In the midst of this exhaustion, misery, and 
fear, a child is born, a Son is given. The world is then filled 
with light and hope, joy and peace. In that moment they, 
and we, know what all the waiting has been for. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

OUR FASCINATING FAITH 
Christmas Time 

   The feasts that make up Christmas 
Time all illuminate in their own way the 
fundamental mystery of the Incarnation 
that stands at the heart of this sacred 

season. Each celebration sheds its own distinct light on 
our conviction that, in the birth of Jesus, earth and heaven 
have been wedded together for the sake of our salvation. 
The feasts of the Holy Family, Mary the Mother of God, 
Epiphany, and the Baptism of the Lord all have their 
own particular histories. But they have been joined 
together in a single seasonal flow that invites us to trace 
the unfolding meanings of the Incarnation from myriad 
perspectives. As we follow the successive meanings of 
Jesus’ birth, his participation in family life, the 
meaning of Mary’s motherhood, the significance of the 
Magi’s visit, and the beginning of Jesus’ public 
ministry, we are invited to explore in deeper and deeper 
fashion the staggering truth that Jesus has shared 
completely in our human experience, has truly become 
one with us, fully human while remaining fully divine. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  

New Year’s Mass Schedule 
 

New Year’s Eve - Saturday, December 31, 2022 
 

4:00 pm - Saint Michael Church 
4:00 pm - Saint Eugene Church 

 

New Year’s Day - Sunday, January 1, 2023 
 

8:30 am - Saint Eugene Church 
9:00 am - Saint Michael Church 

10:30 am - Queen of the Rosary Church 
12 Noon - No Mass - Saint Michael Church Today 

 

May the Christ Child, 
His Holy Mother Mary, and Joseph 

bring you and your family 
every blessing today 

and throughout the New Year! 
Christmas Blessings! 

 

Fr.  Tom, Fr. Miro, 

Dcn. Dale, Dcn. Steve, 

Dcn. John,  Dcn. Jeff 

and the Pastoral Staff 

Merry Christmas! 
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Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments 
Being the Sign 

   I think the real challenge of evangelization in the 
modern age is the reality that pretty much everyone 
has already heard of Jesus Christ 
       — or, at least, they think they have. 
   To our 21st-century eyes, the angel who shared news of 
the birth of Jesus with the shepherds had an easy job. 

All he had to do was announce it. 
   Our baptism compels us to do the same — to announce 
the coming of Christ over and over again, always and 
everywhere. But our audience is not a group of illiterate 
shepherds in ancient Judea. Our audience is a world that 
has heard so much about Jesus they often claim 
weariness of his name. So how do we do it? If we walk 
into a crowd of strangers and tell them we want to talk 
about Jesus, their reaction will probably be either I already 
know about Jesus, thanks, or I’ve heard of him, and 
based on the behavior of those who claim to follow 
him, I’m really not interested in hearing more. 
   Because in the end, our very lives are how we 
announce his salvation in the present day. 
• We announce it in our actions to strangers. 
• We announce it in our treatment of people 
  who have wronged us. 
• We announce it in our interactions 
  with those who disagree with us.  
   How long had the coming of the Messiah been foretold to 
the Israelites? So long that, no doubt, many of them 
despaired of his coming altogether. So, God had to give 
them a sign: You will find an infant wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. 
   Now we are the sign.  

The world has heard of Christ by now. 
But have they all seen him? 
It’s our job to show them. 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS, ©LP 
 

Marriage Moments   by Susan Vogt 

December 26: The wait is over. Presumably the family 
has gathered, gifts shared, food eaten together. What 
remains? To carry the Spirit of Christmas beyond one day, 
ponder what new might be born into your marriage. If your 
nerves have been frazzled during the run up to Christmas, 
relax, slow down, forgive any hurts that may linger. 
 

Parenting Pointers   by Susan Vogt 

   Christmas is here. We’ve all been waiting. What is the 
hardest part of waiting for your family? 
 

Be Born In Us, Be Born In Our World! 

The Season Of  Light 
   It is customary to celebrate 
Christmas with lights of all 
sorts. This even happens in the 
southern hemisphere, where 
people aren’t experiencing the 
shorter, darker days of northern 
climates. From little twinkles on 
Christmas trees to the glow of 
candles in church, Christmas 

is a celebration of the light born today in God’s Word-
made-flesh. As with other types of lights, the Christ-light 
takes on different forms. Sometimes its light is direct, while 
at other times it is a reflection. The lights of Christmas, like 
Jesus the Light of the world, offer comfort, ease fears, 
show us the way, and help us to see that God is present 
here. While we believe that Jesus is the light that no 
darkness can overcome, it can seem at times it seems as 
though the gloom around us is overcoming the light. We all 
are familiar with darkness’s different forms that seem to 
bombard us daily, hourly—minute by minute, if we allow 
them to. And yet . . .       Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

This Little Light Of  Mine 
   The relentless daily reports of darkness can easily lead 
us not to see the many glimmers of light around us. We 
who follow the Christ-light must always be on alert for 
signs of that light around us. Likewise, we who have that 
Christ-light in us must let it shine forth. No matter how little 
we think our light may be, we must recall that it is the light 
of Christ we bear within us. Like John the Baptist in today’s 
Gospel passage, we are meant to testify to the power of 
light, to help others see glimpses of God-with-us. Our 
actions must bear good news, they must announce 
glad tidings. Even small deeds of light can shine brightly, 
giving birth to Jesus once again each day. On Christmas 
day and every day we are called to be people of hope, 
messengers of peace who offer comfort and make God’s 
glory known. Let the light of Christ in your life be one of the 
season’s brightest!     Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

LEARNED AT HOME  —Henry Drummond 

The mind of Christ is to be learned in the family. 
Strength of character may be acquired at work, 

but beauty of character is learned at home. 
 

LOVE   —Anonymous 
Let those who never loved before, love now: 
Let those who always loved, love the more. 



 

 

Faith Formation 
Adult - Children - Youth 

Religious Education 
 

101 McLay Drive    Elizabeth, PA  15037 
412-754-0886 

 

Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
k6ff@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Susan Formica, Youth Ministry, Jr & Sr 
Emily Hasek, Youth Ministry, Jr & Sr 

youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 
 

Facebook: Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
 

Living Stones of God’s House   —1 Peter 2:4-5 

Pre-Baptism Class 
 

Pre-Baptism Class is for expectant parents and Godparents 
or anyone who is seeking a Catholic Baptism for their child. 

Pre-Baptism Class - Thursday, March 9, 2023, 
at 7:00 pm in St. Michael Meeting Room. 

 

Please register at joachimandannediopitt.org/baptism 
or by emailing faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

or by calling the Faith Formation Office, 412-754-0886. 
Prior to scheduling a Baptism, first time parents 

need to attend the Pre-Baptismal Seminar. 

Pre-Cana Program 
If you are planning weddings, 

especially Winter, Spring & Summer 2023. 
St. Michael - Archangel Hall, McLay Drive, Elizabeth 
Saturday, April 22, 2023, 9 am-3:30 pm 

Registration $50.00 per couple 
(includes materials & lunch) 

Pre-Registration is necessary. Please call Julie 
In the Faith Formation Office, 412-754-0886 

or email faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org. 

 

For the schedule and more information about 
the Senior and Junior Youth Ministry Program, 

please email youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 

Elementary Faith Formation 
Sunday morning 10:15 -11:45 am and 

Monday evening 5:45 - 7:15 pm. 
 

Please contact Julie or Amanda, 
412-754-0886 or email 

faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

Candidates for Sacraments (Holy 
Communion or Confirmation) should be adequately 
prepared to receive these gifts, and a proper understanding 
of the Sacrament should be gained and demonstrated. 
Generally, two (2) consecutive years of instruction is 
necessary for the reception of the Sacraments of Holy 
Communion and Confirmation for children & youth. 
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Bereavement Ministry 
 

This group, led by Deacon Dale DiSanto, is for people 
Who have lost a loved one and are experiencing grief. 

This is a Support Group, not counseling. 
If you need assistance in moving through your grief, 

this is an on going way to be supported during this difficult 
time. The weekly session begins with suggested topics, 
open discussion and ends with prayer. 

Thursday Afternoon - St. Michael Meeting Room 
RSVP Jan, 412-751-0663 

Please RSVP so  that we may prepare materials. 

THANK YOU to ALL 
Who Help Make Our Parish Special 
Thank you to all who gave so freely of themselves 
so others were able to enjoy the Christmas Season. 

Your gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure are 
admirable. Thank you for decorating the churches. 

Thank you for choirs and music ministry 
for leading us in worship and praise. 

Thank you for your Angel Tree gifts for the 
Children & Adults and the local Food Banks. 

Thank you!  Thank you!   Thank you! 

R.C.I.A. — Rite of  Acceptance 
R.C.I.A. — The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a 
formation program consisting of both instruction and ritual. 
The Rite of Acceptance allows the candidates to  express 
their desire to continue on the Journey of Faith and allows 
the community of faith to acknowledge the candidates 
acceptance into the Catechumenate period for a more in 
depth study of the faith. The catechumenate includes a 
deeper look at the sacraments, creed and catholic social 
teaching. 
   Please keep these candidates and the team in your 
prayers as they continue their journey to the Easter Vigil. 

 

Grey Coy 
Mare Erhardt 

Patrick Erhardt 
Marlene Sims 
Holly Trimble 

 

May the Lord Jesus bless you on your journey. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fjoachimandannediopitt.org%2fbaptism&c=E,1,pqqTkUkVNfBpeyR_TNAg28WXDv85K4vUIsusWPGPWSCRUKiGbOPEJPcbX9lo-ktfzzR2DrOIz7dGG4BbsBn_EJK_CcVb-_rAPwsx_0Lf&typo=1
mailto:faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org


 

 

Invest just five minutes a day, 
and your faith will deepen and grow 
—a day at a time. 

Sunday, Dec 25; The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas 
Night: Isaiah 9:1-6; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14; 

Day: Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18. 
Jubilee, every day!—Christmas is the only day of the year 
designated as merry. While most birthdays are declared happy 
in the celebration of life, the birth of God among us recommends 
merriment: a festival of delight, high spirits, good fellowship, and 
feasting. Yet Saint Théophane Vénard observed that our faith 
asks even more of us: Try to fulfill each day's tasks steadily 
and cheerfully. Be merry, really merry. The life of a true 
Christian should be a perpetual jubilee, a prelude to the 
festivals of eternity. Capture the spirit of Christmas in your 
being. Resolve to bring joy to the world, every day of the year. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
 

Monday, Dec 26; Stephen, First Martyr 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Matthew 10:17-22 

A day for renewed commitment—Advent is full of anticipation 
that finally culminates on Christmas. But once the Savior is 
here, there’s no time to wait to start Christianity’s mission. So 
today we honor the first martyr of the faith, Saint Stephen, who 
was stoned to death. One of the first followers of the apostles, 
chosen by them to serve as a deacon, Stephen preached and 
performed miracles and forgave his attackers (Saul, later Saint 
Paul, among them) before dying. As we get ready to start a new 
year, let Stephen inspire you to reflect on your baptismal call to 
spread the gospel and how you might renew your efforts in word 
and witness. You will be hated by all because of my name, 
but whoever endures to the end will be saved. 
 

Tuesday, Dec 27; John, apostle & evangelist 
1 John 1:1-4; John 20:1a, 2-8 

Love remains—What should your true love gift you on the third 
day of Christmas? How about the reminder that Saint John was 
the “beloved disciple” of Jesus? So beloved that Jesus—even 
as he was dying on the cross—entrusted his own mother to 
John’s tender care: Woman, here is your son, and to the 
disciple, Here is your mother (John 19:26). As the dust settles 
on our often hectic celebrations of Christmas, remember that 
faith, hope, and love remain . . . but the greatest of these is 
love. So don’t fret if your holiday feast doesn’t include a Martha 
Stewart masterpiece; simple love should be the main course—
and makes for the best leftovers. Beloved: What was from the 
beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen . . . and 
touched with our hands concerns the Word of life. 
 

Wednesday, Dec 28; The Holy Innocents, martyrs 
1 John 1:5—2:2; Matthew 2:13-18 

Dry every tear—In the midst of celebrating the great octave of 
Christmas we are reminded that Jesus was born into a world 
much like our own: filled with violence and terror, impacting 
especially the most vulnerable. Pope Francis stated in his 2016 
address for the Feast of the Holy Innocents: Christmas is . . . 
accompanied, whether we like it or not, by tears. . . . It is the 

sobbing of mothers bewailing the death of their children in 
the face of Herod’s tyranny and unbridled thirst for power. 
Today too, we hear this heart-rending cry of pain, which we 
neither desire nor are able to ignore or to silence. How shall 
we respond, to bring some comfort to those who grieve? Rise, 
take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there 
until I tell you. 
 

Thursday, Dec 29; Thomas Becket, bishop & martyr 
1 John 2:3-11; Luke 2:22-35 

No disposable lives—Will no one rid me of this turbulent 
priest? Those words are attributed to King Henry II. This 
provocative question signaled to Henry’s armed forces that 
Bishop Thomas [Becket] of Canterbury should be killed. And so 
he was. Catholic teaching tells us that every single life is 
precious, whether a bishop or a pauper. On this memorial of 
Saint Thomas Becket, consider ways our community can reject 
the notion of ridding ourselves of turbulent human beings—be 
they convicts, the bedridden, or other troublesome or 
inconvenient lives. Behold, this child is destined for the fall 
and rise of many in Israel. 
 

Friday, Dec 30; The Holy Family, Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 

All in the family—Families come in all sorts of shapes and 
sizes. One thing they all share, however, is that they are not 
perfect. Perfect families do not exist, said Pope Francis in a 
2015 address. This must not discourage us. Quite the 
opposite. Love is something we learn; love is something we 
live; love grows as it is forged by the concrete situations 
which each particular family experiences. Love is born and 
constantly develops amid lights and shadows. As we 
remember the Holy Family, let us also recommit ourselves to 
this kind of love within all our family experiences. And over all 
these put on love, that is, the bond of perfection. 
 

Saturday, Dec 31; Seventh Day—Octave of Christmas 
1 John 2:18-21; John 1:1-18 

Slow down to celebrate Part of the wisdom coming to us from 
our long church tradition is found in the realization that some 
mysteries take a while to unfold. That is why during the 
Christmas season we celebrate the great mystery of God in the 
world for an entire octave, the eight days between Christmas 
and the solemnity tomorrow of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 
Mother of God. As we approach the end of this great 
celebration, ponder for a few moments how the mystery of this 
event has unfolded for you this year. And take a moment to feel 
the joy of Christmas once again. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
 

Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. 
For more information about TAKE FIVE go to PrepareTheWord.com 

 
 

God has spoken to us through the Son, 
the very imprint of God’s being. 

—Hebrews 1:1-6  
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Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
2023 Mass Intention Requests 

   Offering Mass for a special intention is a longstanding practice in our Catholic Tradition. Mass is offered for many reasons, i.e. 
remembrance of someone who is deceased, for the health and well-being of someone, or in honor of a birthday or anniversary, etc. If 
you would like a Mass to be offered for someone or a special occasion, please complete this form and return it to the Parish 
Office by the US Mail (101 McLay Drive, Elizabeth, PA  15037) or the Offertory Basket. 
   The Mass Stipend is $10.00 for each Mass Intention. Please include stipend (please make checks payable to Sts. Joachim 
and Anne Parish) with your request. 
   Please return the Entire Mass Intention Form (entire page) to the Parish Office by Wednesday, January 11, 2023. 

 

Anyone celebrating their 25th and 50th Wedding Anniversaries in 2023 
should call the Parish Office, 412-751-0663, before Wednesday, November 30, 2022 to schedule a Mass. 

 

No requests will be taken over the telephone Until Wednesday, February 15, 2023. 
 

• Three (3) Mass Intentions per family (please only one weekend date). 
• No Mass intentions will be accepted for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Easter Sunday, 
  Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, All Souls Day or Thanksgiving Day. 
• After Wednesday, February 15, 2023, you may call for any open dates. At that time, you will be welcome 
  to schedule additional Mass Intentions. 
• If you do not have an Email address, please enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
  if you wish to receive confirmation of the dates requested. Thank you. 
 

Please Print 
 
Your Name:  ______________________________________________________________  Total Amount Enclosed:  $____________ 
 
Your Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daytime Phone Number:  _______________________________       Email:  _____________________________________________ 

Please Print 
Mass Intention For:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Requested By:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living Intention:  ____    Church Request:  ____  St. Eugene    ____  St. Michael    ____  Queen of the Rosary    ____  First Available 
 

Mass Date Requested:  __________________________________      Sunday Mass Time Request:  _____________________________ 
 

Alternate Date #1:  _____________________________________      Alternate Date #2:  _____________________________________ 

Please Print 
Mass Intention For:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Requested By:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living Intention:  ____    Church Request:  ____  St. Eugene    ____  St. Michael    ____  Queen of the Rosary    ____  First Available 
 

Mass Date Requested:  __________________________________      Sunday Mass Time Request:  _____________________________ 
 

Alternate Date #1:  _____________________________________      Alternate Date #2:  _____________________________________ 

Please Print 
Mass Intention For:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Requested By:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living Intention:  ____    Church Request:  ____  St. Eugene    ____  St. Michael    ____  Queen of the Rosary    ____  First Available 
 

Mass Date Requested:  __________________________________      Sunday Mass Time Request:  _____________________________ 
 

Alternate Date #1:  _____________________________________      Alternate Date #2:  _____________________________________ 
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Time, Talent, and Treasure 

December 8, 2022 
 

   Immaculate Conception  $  2,502 
 

Mass Attendance 
 

     7:00 pm  135 8:30 am    67 
     9:00 am  120 6:00 pm    87 

 

December 11, 2022 
 

   Weekly Offering    $  15,311 
 

   Monthly Offering    $    2,071 
 

   Religious Education   $       393 
 

   Children’s Offering   $         14 
 

Mass Attendance 
 

     4:00 pm  225   6:00 pm  104 
     8:00 am    87   9:00 am  205 
   10:30 am  131 12 Noon  148 

 

Families  1,915  Souls  4,790 
 

Parish Share 
2022 Parish Share  Goal  $134,148 

 

2022 Parish Share to Date  $124,045 
 

Mailing Offertory Envelopes: 
Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

101 McLay Drive 
Elizabeth, PA 15037 

 

Monthly Envelope 
   The Monthly Envelope replaces the old Capital 
Improvement, Building & Grounds, Upkeep and 
the Utility & Energy/Fuel envelopes. 
   Each Family is asked to contribute $20 to the 
Monthly Envelope. These monies will be used to 
assist in the upkeep of parish property and help 
cover the cost of energy and utilities. 

Thank You For Your Sacrificial Giving! 
 

Initial Offering Envelope 
   You will find an Initial Offering Envelope in your 
January envelope packet. This offering helps to 
defray the cost of your Offertory Envelopes and 
their mailing throughout the New Year. Thank You! 

 

Parishioner Financial Statements  
will be mailed prior to January 31, 2023. 

Our records show what we received in the Offertory 
Contribution Envelopes and Parish Share Program. 

Thank you for your support! 

Upcoming Events 

Catholic Men’s Fellowship will meet on  
Saturday, January 7, 2023 at 7:30 am  

in the St. Michael Church - Meeting Room. 
All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Christian Mothers/Women’s Guild will meet on 
Thursday, March 17,  2023 at 7:00 pm 

in St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
All women of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Holy Name Society will meet on 
Sunday, January 15, 2023 at 9:00 am 

in the Queen of the Rosary - Social Hall. 
All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Knights of Columbus will meet on 
Monday, January 2, 2023 at 8:00 pm 
in the St. Michael - Meeting Room. 

All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 
 

Ladies of Charity will meet on 
Saturday, March 11, 2023 at 10:00 am 

in the St. Eugene Church. 
All women of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Rosary Makers will meet on 
Monday, February 6, 2023 at 10:00 am 

in St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
 

Ushers Club will meet on 
Thursday, January 12,  2023 at 7:30 pm 

in St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
 

Glassport Sons of Italy Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, January 29, 2023 - 12 Noon to 6 pm 

Homemade Gnocchi or Cheese Ravioli 
with Meatballs, Salad & Dessert 

Eat-In or Take-Out, 412-673-3915. 

Crochet Club meets weekly on 
Thursday from 11:30 am - 1:30 pm 

in the St. Eugene Rectory - Meeting Room. 
New members are always welcomed. 

 

Quilting Club will not 
be meeting at the present time. 

HEALTH CONCERNS at Mass 
during FLU SEASON 

   The Flu Season in Western Pennsylvania is now 
upon us. In order to prevent the possible spread of 
illness, we ask parishioners who have symptoms 
of the flu or other contagious diseases to use pru-
dence in taking the Precious Blood and shaking 
hands at Mass until you are recovered. 

Thank you for contributing 
to the health of our Church family! 

Beloved, we are God’s children now; 
what we shall be 

has not yet been revealed. 
 

Be Born In Us, Be Born In Our World! 
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The Nativity of the Lord 
   Take a moment to contemplate the 
symbols of the season. The crèche 
tells us the Gospel stories: first from 
Luke, which details the human birth 
in a lowly stable and the angels' 
message to shepherds; and later 
from Matthew, which describes the 

arrival of Magi who signify that God's salvation ex-
tends to all. The angels stand as heralds of the good 
news, an emblem for each of us on this solemn feast 
of our own duty to spread the message that Christ is 
born and saves us from our sins. The tree stands as a 
symbol of life, its green branches unfading even in 
the winter cold, just as God's life remains in us even 
though our human form should die. The wreath 
made of evergreens reminds us that God is one, with-
out beginning or end. The candles recall the birth of 
him who is forever the Light of the world. Today, we 
celebrate the fact that God came to earth as a beauti-
ful, innocent infant who rejects no one. We rejoice 
this day in the birth of Christ! And tonight, we re-
member that Jesus Christ came into this world quiet-
ly, humbly, and gracefully, an example of how we 
should live our lives.            © Liturgical Publications Inc 
 

What Do You Want for Christmas? 
   This is a question we ask each other often before 
Christmas. Yet how many of us actually take a few 
minutes to kneel before the infant Jesus and ask 
Him what He wants from us this Christmas. 
   When we kneel before the manager and ask Jesus 
what He wants, it is very possible that we will hear 
Him whisper that He wants us to share a little more 
of our time with Him. Maybe each of us could make 
a New Year’s resolution to spend more time with 
God. 
• Go to Mass more frequently. 
• Find some time for prayer in the morning. 
• End our day with spiritual reading. 
• Say the rosary while we drive to work. 
• Participate in Eucharistic Adoration. 
• Stop into church occasionally for a quiet visit. 
   The gift of time with God could be the very best 
gift we could give this year, not only to Jesus but al-
so to ourselves. It might be just what our own hearts 
are truly longing for. 
 

GOD’s forgiveness of our sins 
is linked to our forgiveness of others. 

 

LORD GOD, forgive me my sins 
as I forgive those who sin against me. 

Christmas began in the heart of God. 
It is complete only when it is in the heart 

of men and women, boys and girls. 
 

Blessed Christmas! 
 

The Twelve Days of Christmas 
   When Oliver Cromwell came to power in England, 
Catholics were not permitted to practice their faith 
openly. Tradition holds that Catholic parents devel-
oped The Twelve Days of Christmas to teach chil-
dren their beliefs. 
The partridge in a pear tree represents Jesus 
(the partridge will sacrifice its life to save its young) 
Two turtle doves - The Old and New Testaments 
Three French hens - Faith, hope, and charity, or 
the gifts of the Wise Men (gold, frankincense, myrrh) 

Four calling birds - Four Evangelists 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John 
Five golden rings, Pentateuch 
The first five books of the Old Testament 
(Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy) 
Six geese a-laying 
The six days of creation described in Genesis 
Seven swans a-swimming 
The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit 
(wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, 
knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord) 
Eight maids a-milking - The eight Beatitudes 
Nine ladies dancing - The nine choirs of angels 
(Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones, Dominions, Virtues, 
Powers, Principalities, Archangels, and angels); 
or the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit 
(love, joy, peace, kindness, goodness, patience, 
gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control) 
Ten lords a-leaping - The Ten Commandments 
Eleven pipers piping - The eleven faithful Apostles 
Twelve drummers drumming 
The twelve points of belief in the Apostles' Creed 

 

Yes, Christmas is a little taste of heaven, 
the perfect gift that lies in wait 
for those who love the Lord. 

http://www.beliefnet.com/Faiths/Christianity/2000/12/The-Twelve-Days-Of-Christmas.aspx##
http://www.beliefnet.com/faiths
http://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/christianity/catholic/index.aspx
http://www.beliefnet.com/Faiths/Christianity/2000/12/The-Twelve-Days-Of-Christmas.aspx##
http://www.beliefnet.com/Faiths/Christianity/2000/12/The-Twelve-Days-Of-Christmas.aspx##
http://www.beliefnet.com/Faiths/Christianity/2000/12/The-Twelve-Days-Of-Christmas.aspx##
http://www.beliefnet.com/inspiration/angels/index.aspx
http://www.beliefnet.com/Faiths/Christianity/2000/12/The-Twelve-Days-Of-Christmas.aspx##
http://www.beliefnet.com/inspiration/angels/archangels
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Specialty Baskets & Craft Baskets 
Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 

Annual Community Festival 
August 3, 4, and 5, 2023 

   Planning for our Annual Community Festival has 
already begun. We will gladly accept donations for our  

Specialty Baskets & Craft Baskets. 
Now would be a great time to pick up those 

Christmas, New Year’s and Winter. 
   Please bring your donations (new) to the Gathering 
Space in each church and remember that our festival 
will not be successful without your support. 

Thank you for your generosity!!! 

Available Now….. 
CUPID CIRCLE TICKET 
Benefits Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 

Building Maintenance & Improvement 
 

$5000.00 in the month of February. 
Minimum payout is $100.00. 

$10.00 per ticket with 28 chances to win! 
Pays out daily on the 7pm PA Daily Pick 3. 

No bonus numbers. 
 

If you would like to request a certain number 
for the February - Cupid Circle Ticket, 

please call Cathy, 412-980-2918 
before Wednesday, December 7, 2022. 

 

Numbers will be dispersed 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Thank You for your continual support! 

They Make A Great Stocking Stuffer! 

May God Bless Our Service Personnel 
   We pray for and remember our Service 
Men and Women who are serving on 
active duty in the Armed Services, 
especially: Maj. Damian Baskerville, USAF; 
Col. Richard Collage, PA NG; Staff Sgt. 
Nicholas DeLuca, Army; Ens. David 
DeMaio, USCG; Capt. Craig Dolhi, Army; 

Capt. Anthony Formica, Army; Jacob Formica, E-4, Army; 
2nd Lt. John Formica, Army; SPC Samuel Formica, Army 
National Guard; Capt. Markus Gibson, USMC; 2ndLt. Miles 
Gibson, USMC; PO2. Mason Gibson, USN; T/Sgt. Michael 
Goodman, USAF; Lt. Col. James Hock, Army; E5 Sgt. Brian 
Imundo, Army; Sgt. Russ Langley, Marines; Staff Sgt. 
Raymond Massung, Jr., USAF; Sgt. First Class William 
Nellis, Army; Staff Sgt. Timothy Oeler, USAF; 2nd Lt 
Nickolas Pasek, Army National Guard; LT. Timothy Ragan, 
USN; Amn. Stephanie A. Reichenbach, USAF; PFC David R. 
Saunders, Army National Guard; Sgt. Brandon R. Smith, 
USAF Pararescueman; Amn. Adam Stitt, USAF; Maj. 
Andrew Tkac, Army and All First Responders. 

Thank you for your service! 
May We Never Forget . . . Freedom is Never Free! 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

Food Bank Sunday 
   We accept all non-perishable food 
items and paper products to serve our 
local community on the Third Sunday 
of the Month. 

   Items needed are pasta and sauces, tuna fish, rice, 
stews, cereal, canned fruits & vegetables, soup, coffee 
& tea, hot chocolate mix, peanut butter & jelly, sugar, 
flour, crackers, Jell-O gelatin, puddings, powdered 
milk, cocoa, infant formula & baby food, juices, facial 
soap, shampoo, laundry detergent, diapers, facial 
tissues, paper towels, toilet tissue, cleansers, etc. 
   Please bring your donations to Mass with you and leave 
them in the Gathering Space of the Church. Cash or 
checks are also welcome. Thank You! 

Kind deeds can change lives! 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
1640 Fawcett Ave.  White Oak, PA  15131 

Pre-School 3 & 4, Kindergarten, First - Eighth Grade 
If you have any questions or would like more info, 

please call the school office, 412-672-2360. 
Webpage: www.maryofnazarethschool.org 

Thank You! Thank You! 
The 2023 Calendars are provided through the 

generosity and kindness courtesy 
of Bekavac and Gilbert Funeral Homes. 

Thank You! Thank You! 
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The Nativity of the Lord — Christmas 
Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness 

and snares of the devil; 
may God rebuke him, we humbly pray; 

and do thou O Prince of the Heavenly Host, 
by the power of God, 

thrust into hell Satan and all the other evil spirits 
who prowl about the world 

seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 

Adeste Fideles 
 

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
 

Refrain 
 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!  

 

2. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

 

3. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 
 

Text: Irregular with refrain; John F. Wade, ca. 1711–1786; 
tr. by Frederick Oakeley, 1802–1880, alt. Music: John F. Wade. 

Gloria To God 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading   Isaiah 9:1-6 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 96 
 

All the ends of the earth have seen 
the saving power of God. 

 
 

Second Reading  Titus 2:11-14 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

Gospel     Matthew 1:1-25 
 

Homily: Reflection of the Word 
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Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

Be Born In Us, Be Born In Our World  

Offertory Hymn: The First Nowell 

Holy 
 

Mystery of Faith 
 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection until you come again. 

 

Amen, Amen, Amen 
 

Lamb of God 

Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
 maker of heaven  and earth, 
 of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the Only Begotten Son of God, 
 born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. for us men 
 and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
(All Bow)  and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate 

of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
 he suffered death and was buried, and rose again 
 on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated 
 at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge 
 the living and the dead 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son 
 is adored and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
 and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life of the world to come.  Amen  

Christmas is Forever  
   When the song of the angels is stilled, 
   When the star in the sky is gone, 
   When the kings and princes are home, 
   When the shepherds are back with their flock, 
   The work of Christmas begins: 
      To find the lost, 
      To heal the broken, 
      To feed the hungry, 
      To release the prisoner, 
      To rebuild the nations, 
      To bring peace among brothers and sisters, 
      To make music in the heart. 
   In Jesus name, we pray.  Amen. 

–Author Unknown   
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Communion Hymn: Silent Night 
 

1. Silent night, holy night,  
 All is calm, all is bright  

 Round yon Virgin Mother and Child,  
 Holy Infant so tender and mild,  

 Sleep in heavenly peace,  
 Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

2. Silent night, holy night,  
 Shepherds quake at the sight;  

 Glories stream from heaven afar,  
 Heav'nly hosts sing alleluia;  
 Christ, the Savior, is born!  
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

3. Silent night, holy night,  
 Son of God, love's pure light  

 Radiant beams from thy holy face,  
 With the dawn of redeeming grace,  

 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,  
 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

Text:  Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht;  Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; 
tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885 

 

Communion Hymn: Angels We Have Heard On High 
 

1. Angels we have heard on high  
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echo back their joyous strains. 

 

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

Say what may the tidings be 
Which inspire your heav’nly song? 

 

Refrain 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

4. See him in a manger laid 
Whom the angels praise above; 

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
While we raise our hearts in love. (Refrain) 

 

Text: 77 77 with refrain; trad. French carol, ca. 18th cent.; 
tr. fr. Crown of Jesus Music, II, London, 1862; tr. by James Chadwick, 

1813–1882, and others, alt. Music: Trad. French carol; 
arr. © 2013, Spirit & Song®, a division of OCP. All rights reserved. 

Going Forth Hymn: Joy To The World 

Patriotic Rosary 
Monday Evening 

January 9, 2023 - 7:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church, Elizabeth, PA 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Rosary, Patriotic Hymns and Benediction 

   There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with 
Benediction to conclude the recitation of the Rosary. 
   The Patriotic Rosary will be prayed on the Second Monday 
of the Month. All are invited and most assuredly welcome! 

 

Mary, Queen of the Rosary, pray for us. 

Acknowledgements: 
Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation Year A (LPGA)

WLP, J.S. Paluch Co. Holy, Memorial Acclamation, Amen, 
Lamb of God, Mass of Christ the Savior, Dan Schutte, OCP. 

All rights reserved. Printed under onelicense.net A-720043. 
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