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Looking For A Faith Community? 
Wherever you are on your faith journey, we welcome you to join our community. 

You may register by calling the Administration Center. 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
1640 Fawcett Ave.  White Oak, PA  15131 

Pre-3, Pre-4, Kindergarten, First-Eighth Grade 
School Office  412-672-2360 

Webpage:  www.maryofnazarethschool.org 
 

Pittsburgh Catholic: pittsburghcatholic.org 
Pittsburgh Catholic Magazine: 

diopitt.org/pittsburgh-catholic-magazine 

Faith Formation 

Adult - Children - Youth 

101 McLay Drive 

Elizabeth, PA  15037 

Phone  412-754-0886 

Email: faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 
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Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Infants & Children 
Baptism is celebrated any Sunday after 
Mass. Parents are required to attend a 
Pre-Baptism Class. 

Previous arrangements are necessary. 
 

Instruction in the Faith - R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program is offered for those interested in 
the Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Wagner. 
 

Reconciliation 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday,  7 - 7:30 pm 
Saturday,  5:15-5:45 pm 

 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  11-11:30 am 
Saturday,  3:15-3:45 pm  

 

Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
Saturday,  1-1:30 pm 

 

Marriage 
The bride and groom are to make 
arrangements with the priest or deacon at 
least 6 months prior to the proposed date 
of the wedding. Diocesan regulations 
require all couples to attend an approved 
pre-marriage preparation program. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Anointing of the Sick is celebrated 
communally on the Second Sunday of the 
Month. 
 

Ministry to the Sick and Shut In 
Homebound members of the Parish 
should call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements to receive Holy Communion 
at home. 
 

Sponsorship Forms 
Only registered, practicing, fully-initiated 
Catholics are eligible for sponsor 
certificates. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Information Deadline 
2 weeks in advance of publish date. 
office@joachimandannediopitt.org 
 

Moving 
Please call or email your new address to 
the Parish Office, 412-751-0663. 

 Mass Intentions For The Week 
 

StE  St. Eugene Church, Liberty      StM  St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
 

QoR  Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
 

January 22 - 29, 2023 
 

Saturday, 21, Vigil, Third Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StM   4:00 pm M Merio Bisogni - Bill & Rose Pavlik 
 

StE   6:00 pm T Steve & Mary Ann Slafka - Family 
 

Sunday, 22, Third Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StE   8:00 am T George T. & Mary Frances Legin - Tom & Cathy Esack 
 

StM   9:00 am M Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
  

QoR 10:30 am T Vic DeMaio - Holy Name Society 
 

StM 12 Noon  M Marianne MacBeth - Parish Family 
 

Monday, 23, Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Jim David - Grace Merta 
 

StM   9:00 am  Margaret Etheridge – Michelle & Mike 
 

Tuesday, 24, Francis de Sales, bishop 
 

StM   9:00 am  Barbara Hanick - Brother, John 
 

StE   6:30 pm  Bob & Donivan Komarnisky - Mary & Family 
 

 Mass & Adoration-7- 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, 25, Conversion of Saint Paul, apostle 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Ralph Henry - Wife & Children 
 

StM   9:00 am  Michelle Wertelet - Aunt Jan 
 

Thursday, 26, Timothy & Titus, bishops 
 

StE   8:30 am  Otilda Colflesh - Dilmore Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Kent Baker – Betty Baker 
 

Friday, 27, Angela Merici, virgin 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Joseph Beres - Tom & Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Emil Raynak - Raynak Family 
 

Saturday, 28, Vigil, Fourth Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StM   4:00 pm T Johann Franciscus - Friends 
 

StE   6:00 pm M Stephen Drechsler - Wife, Teresa & Family 
 

Sunday, 29, Fourth Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StE   8:00 am M Joseph Kish - Marie Spinola & Family 
 

StM   9:00 am T Julia Karnash - Evelyn & Bill Piel 
  

QoR 10:30 am M Janet & Kenneth Ksiazek - Beth & Paul Yurchison 
 

StM 12 Noon  T Family Mass - Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

Low Gluten Hosts available - please see Priest before Mass. 

Altar Bread & Wine, Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Lamp 
St. Eugene: Sanctuary Lamp burns in Memory of 

George T. & Mary Frances Legin - Tom & Cathy Esack. 
St. Michael: Sanctuary Lamp burns in Memory of 

Dolly Prokop — Ladies of Charity. 
Queen of the Rosary: Sanctuary Lamp for Blessings 

& Health Chuck Cunningham — Ladies of Charity. 

Victim’s Assistance Hot Line 
Diocesan    412-456-3093 (Office) 

1-888-808-1235 (Hot Line) 
PA Childline    1-800-932-0313 

Immediate Danger Call 911 
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Third Sunday In Ordinal Time 
January 22, 2023 

   When I was a young 
seminarian, I asked a wise 
old priest how to pray 
better. He said simply, 
Don’t lie when you pray. 
He helped me to see how 

much energy I waste in trying to appear acceptable to 
God when I pray. For me, prayer was showing off 
for God and hiding what was ugly. 
   It’s stunning that the Gospel of Matthew tells us of 
Jesus, He left Nazareth and went to live in 
Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulon 
and Naphtali… This isn’t just the Lord’s relocation 
up north. It’s his moving into places of shame and 
defeat. This region was where the enemy invasion of 
Israel began centuries before. Jesus left the 
comfortable confines of Nazareth and sought out a 
place of darkness, not to bring shame, but to 
announce the dawning of his light. 
   When we pray, we usually prefer Jesus to stay put 

in our little Nazareth’s — where we feel comfortable, 
successful, and in control. But he moves. He 
relocates into the Zebulon’s and Naphtali’s of our 
shame, embarrassment, fear, and sense of being 
defeated. The question for us is: will we allow him to 
take up residence in those places in our prayer time? 
Will we talk to him honestly about our places of 
darkness? If we do, we’re no longer lying when 
we pray.       Father John Muir, LPi  

 

God’s Loving Care 
   Two readings today refer to 
the northeast region of ancient 
Israel: the land of Zebulun 
and the land of Naphtali. 
Upon hearing these names, 
some of us might consult maps 
and determine exactly where 

these regions lie. Others might let the unfamiliar 
names drift by unnoticed. If no maps are handy—but 
we don’t want to ignore the references completely—
consider this: we might not know the latitude and 
longitude of Zebulun and Naphtali, but God does. 
We praise God for watching over every inch of land 
and sea, caring perfectly for each creature on the 
planet. While Isaiah celebrates the depth of God’s 
care with “abundant joy and great rejoicing,” Saint 
Paul begs us to remember how the Lord shows this 
loving care: through the cross. In today’s Gospel, 
Jesus calls Peter, James, and John to follow him. We 
follow too, confident that God accompanies us, 
wherever we are.     Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Pastoral Staff 
Clergy Team 
Reverend Thomas A. Wagner, Pastor 
Reverend Miroslaus A. Wojcicki, Senior Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Dale J. DiSanto, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Jeffrey P. Formica, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Stephen C. Pikula, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John E. Ragan, Permanent Deacon 
 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Beau Quattrone, Principal, 412-672-2360 
 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
 Adult - Children - Youth 
Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
Emily Hasek, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
 

Music Ministry      Pastoral Secretary 
Celeste Cafasso      Jan Kunkel 
Carol Gioia       Amy Megahan 
Pamela Whitney 
 

Facilities        Business Manager & 
Tony Hutskow      Safe Environment 
Kevin Hopkins      Jeannie Premozic 
Darla Losteter 
Patricia Muic 
 

Advisory Councils 
Pastoral Council 

Jack Ferko, Facilitator  Patty Smith, Co-Facilitator 
Vickie Budd, Scribe 

 Glenn Bonczek  Elaine David  Eric Davis 
 Anne Laychak  Leah Meek  Brian Phillips 
 

Finance Council 
Barry Bisogni, Facilitator  Patricia Palmer, Co-Facilitator 

Judy Zajicek, Scribe 
 Kay Callear   Sandy Palmer Judy Shriane 

We remember . . . In your charity, 
please remember all those who have died, 

especially: Donna Stetar, 
Carol Neyman, 

all who will die today, 
and those who have no one to pray for them. 

Resting in Paradise. 
Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord. 

And Let Perpetual Light Shine on them. 

Pope Francis’ January Rosary Intention 
We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, 

teaching fellowship rather than competition 
and helping the youngest 

and most vulnerable above all. 
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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   T o  i n t r o d u c e  t he 
beginnings of Jesus’ 
ministry in Matthew’s 
G o s p e l  t o d a y ,  t h e 
evangelist quotes from 
Isaiah 9, which is 
presented to us more fully 
in our first reading. Isaiah 

acknowledges the darkness of oppression from the 
conquest of the Galilee region by Assyria, but reminds his 
people of the hope God offers them. Matthew, writing in 
the time of the Roman Empire centuries later, points to 
Jesus and his proclamation of the kingdom of heaven, to 
overturn all forms of oppression. Power structures like 
Assyria or Rome rely on fear, control, and distrust to 
sustain themselves. But God’s reign is to be saturated with 
God’s love, freedom, and mutual trust. Jesus began by 
gathering a group of disciples. When Jesus similarly 
gathers his community of disciples in our church today, our 
love of each other, and our care for all others, can make 
this reign of God visible to all.  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

Called To Community 
   Today’s Gospel from Matthew sketches the initial 
movements of Jesus’ public ministry. The arrest of John 
the Baptist signals that Jesus’ time has come. His first 
actions include the call of his first disciples, and 
proclaiming the reign, or kingdom, of heaven. Jesus first 
gathers a community, which he can gradually form to 
become living evidence of this coming reign. His 
preaching, which begins just a few verses later in the 
Sermon on the Mount, is not just essential guidance for 
each individual life, but for life within a community of his 
followers. 
   It can be very challenging for most of us, who live in a 
highly individualized society, to hear this story of being 
summoned into community, committed to learning together 
and from each other. Our parishes and Christian 
communities need to be safe places so that we can open 
our hearts to each other, learning the Way of Jesus, and 
sharing this Way with others.   Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

 

United In Christ 
   In his  letter  to  the 
Corinthians, Paul addresses 
many pastoral issues, and 
begins with questions of 
division over leadership. We 
hear of rival camps of loyalty 

for various leaders and preachers: Paul himself, Apollo, or 
Cephas. Paul fears that the community has lost the center 
of the faith, that is, Christ himself. The community is to be 
united in mind and purpose under Christ. 
   Many today experience in a very similar division. Some 
Christians will in effect say: I belong to . . . (fill in the name 

of your favorite preacher, theologian, or leader), and those 
who don’t are not to be trusted.” Diversity of thought 
and background are essential to the vitality of Christian 
community, but here Paul describes a division that hides 
the message of Christ. It hides Christ’s call to charity and 
forbearance toward all. This division hides the truth that we 
are all at the foot of the cross, a cross that reveals our 
own brokenness and our need for mercy. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

EFFORTLESS  —Anonymous 

The only thing that comes to a person 
without effort is old age. 

 

HEART  —John Bunyan 

In prayer it is better to have a heart without words 
 than words without a heart. 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Elizabeth, Glassport, South Allegheny 

Roman Catholic Community 
 

Epiphany Proclamation 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, February 22, 2023 

 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
April 2, 2023 

 

Easter Sunday, Resurrection of the Lord 
April 9, 2023 

 

First Holy Communion 
Sunday, April 16, 2023 

 

Confirmation 
Thursday, May 11, 2023 

 

The Ascension of the Lord 
Thursday, May 18, 2023 

 

Pentecost Sunday 
May 28, 2023 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of the Universe 
November 26, 2023 
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Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments 
Drop Your Nets and Be Free 

   There are times I wish I had no obligations. It would be 
great to take my wife’s hand, hop in the car, and drive into 
the sunset. Where we were going would not matter as 
much as the fact that we would have nowhere we had to 
be. There would be nothing we had to do. No bills. No 
commitments. No problems. Freedom! 
   Life doesn’t work like that, however. When Jesus came 
along and asked some fishermen to drop their nets and 
follow him, they did just that. Wow! In some ways, they 
experienced true freedom. That is what Jesus offers all of 
us. Yet, true freedom looks quite different than my dream 
scenario. 
   In living in the true freedom that Jesus offers, there are 
things we must do and places we must go. That is 
because freedom only exists in following God’s will, not our 
own. We are called to be and called to give ourselves 
completely to God without reservations. We always have 
the free will to not respond to His call, but we will find that 
a negative answer may complicate our lives even further. 
God’s path for us calls on us to give freely of what we have 
been given. Saying no to that call means we carry the 
weight of those gifts. We were never meant to keep them. 
The path of God’s will may seem long and winding, but it is 
the one that leads us into that sunset. It is the way to true 
freedom.      — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS. ©LPi 

 

Marriage Moments   by Susan Vogt 

   I urge you...that you be united in the same...purpose 
(1Cor 1:10). Spouses don’t have to agree on everything, i.e. 
favorite meals, politics, how to wash dishes - But, what is 
the ultimate purpose of your life together? Agree on that. 
Perhaps write a short marriage mission statement today. 
 

Parenting Pointers   by Susan Vogt 

   As Jesus was walking he saw two brothers...He said 
to them Follow me (Mt 4:18-19). What does it mean for 
brothers and sisters, parents to Follow Jesus. Do you all 
have to go to the same church or synagogue...? No 
following Jesus is a Way of Life, not a place of worship. 

Everyday Stewardship In Our Lives 
   So the NFL season is almost over. Only the Super Bowl 
remains. For some fans, the season is already over since 
their team is now sitting at home. It is amazing the 
allegiance some people have to their teams. Some people 
bleed Green Bay green and yellow or believe the only 
team is supposedly America’s team, the Dallas Cowboys. 
Of course, if you are reading this outside the States, 
perhaps you live and breathe a team like the New Zealand 
All Blacks or the Calgary Flames. 
   In the early church, people took their allegiance to 
certain leaders to an extreme. Paul chastised them for 
thinking that the baptism of one community or the 
teachings of a certain leader were superior to the anything 
else in this new movement of Jesus followers. He 
reminded them that there is to be no division in Christ and 
that all things flow from Christ, not from the leaders in the 
community. Those who follow Jesus are one body of 
Christ: a place where there is no room for competition 
or condescension. 
   Sometime our stewardship efforts in a parish become all 
about the parish. We seek to get people to do more stuff 
and give more money and we lose sight of why we live a 
stewardship way of life in the first place: Jesus. It is 
wonderful to watch our parishes grow into more vibrant 
communities that lead people to Jesus. We should rejoice 
to be in such a parish family. But one day there will be no 
parishes and those who have received his gifts freely and 
have followed him will live with Christ as one forever. 

In your stewardship, 
     always keep Jesus as the main thing.    ©LPi 

Saint Joseph 
Pilgrim Icon 

Prayer Service 
Monday, January 30, 2023 

at 7:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church 

Please join us in honoring St. Joseph! 
   The Knight’s of Columbus and Saints Joachim and 
Anne Parish will host a Saint Joseph Prayer Service on 
Monday, January 30, 2023, 7–8 pm in Saint Michael 
Church which will include hymns, readings from 
Scripture, a message, catechesis from recent popes, 
intercessory prayers, the Litany of St. Joseph, and the 
Rosary. Learn about and activate the powerful 
intercession of Saint Joseph for you and your family. 

Saint Joseph, Cornerstone of families 
and Protector of the Holy Church, pray for us! 



 

 

Faith Formation 
Adult - Children - Youth 

Religious Education 
 

101 McLay Drive    Elizabeth, PA  15037 
412-754-0886 

 

Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Amanda Wilt, K-6 Grade 
k6ff@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Emily Hasek, Youth Ministry, Jr & Sr 
youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

Facebook: Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
 

Living Stones of God’s House   —1 Peter 2:4-5 

Pre-Baptism Class 
 

Pre-Baptism Class is for expectant parents and Godparents 
or anyone who is seeking a Catholic Baptism for their child. 

Pre-Baptism Class - Thursday, March 9, 2023, 
at 7:00 pm in St. Michael Meeting Room. 

 

Please register at joachimandannediopitt.org/baptism 
or by emailing faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

 

or by calling the Faith Formation Office, 412-754-0886. 
Prior to scheduling a Baptism, first time parents 

need to attend the Pre-Baptismal Seminar. 

Pre-Cana Program 
If you are planning weddings, 

especially Winter, Spring & Summer 2023. 
St. Michael - Archangel Hall, McLay Drive, Elizabeth 
Saturday, April 22, 2023, 9 am-3:30 pm 

Registration $50.00 per couple 
(includes materials & lunch) 

Pre-Registration is necessary. Please call Julie 
In the Faith Formation Office, 412-754-0886 
or joachimandannediopitt.org/marriage. 

 

For the schedule and more information about 
the Senior and Junior Youth Ministry Program, 

please email youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 

Elementary Faith Formation 
Sunday morning 10:15 -11:45 am and 

Monday evening 5:45 - 7:15 pm. 
 

Please contact Julie or Amanda, 
412-754-0886 or email 

faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org 

Candidates for Sacraments 
Candidates (Holy Communion or Confirmation) should 
be adequately prepared to receive these gifts, and a proper 
understanding of the Sacrament should be gained and 
demonstrated. Generally, two (2) consecutive years of 
instruction is necessary for the reception of the 
Sacraments of Holy Communion and Confirmation for 
children & youth. 
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Bereavement Ministry 
 

This group, led by Deacon Dale DiSanto, is for people 
Who have lost a loved one and are experiencing grief. 

This is a Support Group, not counseling. 
If you need assistance in moving through your grief, 

this is an on going way to be supported during this difficult 
time. The weekly session begins with suggested topics, 
open discussion and ends with prayer. 

Thursday Afternoon - St. Michael Meeting Room 
RSVP Jan, 412-751-0663 

Please RSVP so  that we may prepare materials. 

Practicing Catholic: Showing Up 
The Art of  Retreat 

   Social media has made it far too easy for me to share 
my opinion. 
   These virtual spaces tend to strip our words of all 
empathy. Someone will post something that I think is 
nonsense, and I just have to tell them why — and quickly! 
Hurry! Before they delete it! 
   Nine times out of ten, when the dust is settled, I find that 
I’ve said too much and listened too little.  
   As I’ve gotten older, the motto I try (not always 

successfully) to live by is this: You do not have to be on the 
attack all of the time, even if it’s for what you think is the 
truth. 
   I can’t help but notice that the first thing Jesus does 
when he hears of the arrest of John the Baptist is to 
retreat. He doesn’t punch a hole in a wall or take to the 
streets in protest. He withdraws. 
   And what does he do after withdrawing? A lot of praying, 
I would imagine. A lot of thinking, a lot of reflecting. A lot of 
listening to the voice of his Father. 
   Sometimes we mistake stillness with vulnerability. But 
Christ shows us that to withdraw, to contemplate, can 
actually be a tremendous show of strength. Even the 
fiercest dogs wait for the command of their master before 
they act. 

For Christ did not send me to baptize 
but to preach the gospel, 

and not with the wisdom of human eloquence. 
—1 Corinthians 1:17  

 

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman. ©LPi 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fjoachimandannediopitt.org%2fbaptism&c=E,1,pqqTkUkVNfBpeyR_TNAg28WXDv85K4vUIsusWPGPWSCRUKiGbOPEJPcbX9lo-ktfzzR2DrOIz7dGG4BbsBn_EJK_CcVb-_rAPwsx_0Lf&typo=1
mailto:faithform@joachimandannediopitt.org


 

 

Invest just five minutes a day, 
and your faith will deepen and grow 
—a day at a time. 

Sunday, Jan 22; 3rd Sunday in Ordinal Time 
Isaiah 8:23—9:3; 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17; Matthew 4:12-23 

Coming live to a parish near you!—Some of us were taught 
that Mass attendance counted if we arrived for the gospel and 
stayed through Communion. Most churchgoers, thankfully, are 
weaned from this spartan idea to the liturgical celebration. In 
2019, Pope Francis designated the Third Sunday in Ordinary 
Time as Word of God Sunday. While every Mass includes a 
healthy serving of Bible readings, annually we're invited to 
reflect that this is an experience which occurs ‘live’ and not 
through hearsay, as the pope says. We gather precisely to 
listen to what God has done and still intends to do for us. 
Let's not miss a word of it! The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in 
the land of gloom a light has shone. 
 

Monday, Jan 23; Marianne Cope, religious 
Hebrews 9:15, 24-28; Mark 3:22-30 

Don’t let fear keep you from serving—The disease of leprosy 
has been curable since the mid-20th century and is actually not 
highly contagious, as was believed in the past, but the physical 
effects were devastating enough to cause tremendous fear. 
Mother Marianne Cope was not afraid, which she stated in 1883 
in her letter of acceptance to King Kalākaua of Hawaii, who had 
already asked for help from—and been turned down by—more 
than 50 other religious congregations to care for his people who 
had leprosy. The German-born American sister and six others 
came to his aid all the way from New York. When you go 
beyond your fears to answer a call, you may be bridging the 
greatest distance of all. If a kingdom is divided against itself, 
that kingdom cannot stand. 
 

Tuesday, Jan 24; Francis de Sales, bishop 
Hebrews 10:1-10; Mark 3:31-35 

There is strength in gentleness—Francis de Sales is famous 
for his gentleness. He used it on his stubborn father, convincing 
him he was meant to become a priest instead of a lawyer. It was 
a virtue Francis tapped to win hardened Calvinists back to the 
Catholic faith following the Protestant Reformation, a time of 
much bitterness. Explaining that a spoonful of honey gathers 
more flies than a barrel full of vinegar, Saint Francis 
practiced what he preached by greeting everyone with simple 
kindness, speaking good-naturedly about the goodness, truth, 
and beauty of the Catholic faith. Be who you are and be that 
well, he reminds us in Introduction to the Devout Life. 
Behold, I come to do your will, O God. 
 

Wednesday, Jan 25; Conversion of Saint Paul, apostle 
Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Mark 16:15-18 

I can see clearly now—We’ve all had the rather unpleasant 
experience of being shown the error of our ways, though 
none perhaps as dramatically as Saul of Tarsus, zealous 
persecutor of early followers of Christ. On assignment to round 
up these dissidents, Saul was knocked from his horse by a 

blinding light and a voice from heaven. Three days of blindness 
ensued before the scales literally fell from his eyes and the 
newly awakened apostle and great evangelist we know as Saint 
Paul emerged. Don’t wait to be knocked to the ground before 
considering how your own life may have gone astray. Pray that 
anything that blinds you may fall away from your vision. Saul, 
my brother, regain your sight. 
 

Thursday, Jan 26; Timothy & Titus, bishops 
2 Timothy 1:1-8 or Titus 1:1-5 (520); Mark 4:21- 25 

Our moment is now—In the ’90s, it seemed everyone wanted 
in on the dot.com internet startup craze. Many were excited to 
be in on the ground floor of something brand new. It’s tempting 
to think that Timothy and Titus (both of whom have letters in the 

New Testament addressed to them) were like the dot.com 
entrepreneurs when it came to the new, exciting religion of 
Christianity. In contrast, today’s Christianity can seem weighed 
down by centuries of precedent and proscriptions. Titus and 
Timothy dealt with plenty of church trouble in their time, 
however, from division to drunkenness to false teaching. Their 
witness reminds us to pray for the strength to rise to the 
challenges of the moment we’ve been given, just as they did. 
The measure with which you measure will be measured out 
to you. 
 

Friday, Jan 27; Angela Merici, religious 
Hebrews 10:32-39; Mark 4:26-34 

Stay the course—Sometimes when the going gets tough, if 
they are honest, the tough want to curl up under the blankets 
and never come out! Life is not always an easy road, even when 
we feel called by God. But we’re not alone on the journey. We 
can look to the saints to see how they’ve weathered the storms. 
Today, on the feast of Angela Merici, educator and founder of 
the Ursuline Sisters, let us take heart in her wisdom. Strive with 
all your might to keep yourselves as you have been called 
by God, and seek out and desire all those means and ways 
that are necessary to persevere and prosper till the end. We 
are not among those who draw back and perish, but among 
those who have faith and will possess life. 
 

Saturday, Jan 28; Thomas Aquinas, priest 
Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19; Mark 4:35-41 

Be resolute—Sometimes your commitment to your faith or 
choice of a vocation or calling can lead to uncomfortable 
conflicts with loved ones who have a different idea of who you 
should be or how you should live your life. Even a saint as 
illustrious as Saint Thomas had to struggle against opposition. 
His family was so opposed to his decision to enter the 
Dominican order that they had him abducted and held captive 
for a year! Thomas stood firm and they finally relented, and as a 
result the church gained perhaps its greatest theologian. Stand 
firm when you need to—who knows what God has in store for 
you! He asked them, Why are you terrified? Do you not yet 
have faith? 
 

Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. 
For more information about TAKE FIVE go to PrepareTheWord.com 
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You’re not alone! 

Following CHRIST 
   Starting Tuesday evening, February 7 or Wednesday 
morning, February 8, you are invited to join us in a seven
-week Lenten series, Following CHRIST. 
   In September of 2022, we rolled out Discovering 
CHRIST and had over 110 people attended. 
   Following CHRIST helps us go deeper in our 
relationship with Jesus Christ. Even if you did not attend 
Discovering CHRIST, you are welcome to attend 
Following CHRIST. 
 

 Topics are: 
 1.  Daily Personal Prayer 
 2.  Hearing God in Scripture 
 3.  The Power of the Sacraments 
 4.  Forgiving One Another 
 5.  The Spirit-Empowered Life 
 6.  The Heart of a Disciple 
 7.  Going on with the Lord 

Saturday Retreat: We are at War 
(The World, The Flesh, The Devil) 

 

   Enjoy a welcoming family-like atmosphere with delicious 
meals, listen to teachings, and join in exploring the 
meaning of life with Jesus Christ. You can join the 
conversation or simply listen. 
The Sessions will be held beginning on 

Tuesday evening, February 7, at 6:45 pm, 
in the Saint Michael-Archangel Hall or 

Wednesday morning, February 8, at 9:15 am, 
in the Queen of Rosary Social Hall 

   For more information or to register visit 
joachimandannediopitt.org/discovering-Christ 

or call 412-751-0663 

 

Dear Sts Joachim and Anne Parish Family, 
   It is my great honor and privilege to serve as a youth minister 
in our parish. For the last few months, I have been working 
alongside my dear friend and mentor, Mrs. Susan Fomica. I 
have gotten to meet a good number of the young people in our 
youth group and have observed many of the cool things this 
group does to learn, love, and live Jesus … and have a lot of 
fun doing just that! I have also gotten to participate in 
confirmation preparation with our eighth grade students 
alongside our youth ministry facilitator, Ms. Julie Fleckenstein. 
Julie, the rest of the youth ministry team, and many other staff 
members and volunteers work very diligently to love and teach 
all the children in our parish about the Catholic faith. It is 
wonderful to witness this in my own children’s lives, and I look 
forward to working alongside them. In this new position, I will 
work with the middle school and high school youth group, as 
well as take part in religious education activities in various ways 
throughout the year. 
   I want to thank Fr. Wagner for this excellent opportunity to 
serve God and my parish. I want to thank Julie and the rest of 
the Sts Joachim and Anne staff for welcoming and supporting 
me in this new mission. I also want to thank all of you, in 
advance, for opening your hearts and minds to me in this 
ministry, and for entrusting me with the important work of 
guiding the children of our parish. I ask for your prayers. 
   Finally, I want to thank Sue for the beautiful way she has 
molded and grown this ministry over the last ten years. She has 
persevered through covid and guided the youth group through 
the parish merger and many other things over this last decade. 
Her love for the kids is so evident, as is her love for God and her 
Catholic faith. She has been an inspiring example to me, my 
own children, as well as many other family members and friends 
throughout these years. I am very blessed to call her my friend 
and to take the baton from her and continue in her stead. I look 
forward to having her be a part of the youth group any time she 
is able to return for a visit, and to seeking her advice and 
counsel as we continue forward. Thank you Sue!!! 
   Youth Group members and families and ALL students/families 
from 6th to 12th grade … We plan to continue with the schedule 
of activities that you received at the beginning of the year as 
much as possible. I will be reaching out to you with any new 
information and to introduce myself more fully over the next few 
months. I look forward to getting to know many of you better as 
well. I would like to personally invite anyone who has not given 
our youth group a try to consider joining us for our next official 
Youth Group meeting in January!!! (More info to follow.) 
   I wish you a New Year full of blessings!!! 
Sincerely, Emily Hasek, youth@joachimandannediopitt.org 

Bad Weather & Snow Cancellations 
Mass at Saint Eugene Church 

Tuesday Evening & Thursday Morning 
   For everyone’s safety, a delay or cancellation 
at Elizabeth-Forward or South Allegheny 
School Districts is our notice of Safety First. 
Mornings with a delay or cancellation—There will 
be no morning Mass at Saint Eugene 
Church. Please listen to the radio or watch TV for 
delays or cancellations. Safety first! Be careful! 
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Souper Bowl Soup Drive 
We CAN Impact Our Community… 

 

   Would you consider bringing a can 
or two of soup before or on Super 
Bowl Sunday, February 12, 2023. 
   Please bring your donations to Mass 
and leave them in the Sanctuary in 
front of the altar. 

   All donations of soup will be shared with the local 
Food Banks and Meals on Wheels. 
 

...let’s see if we can reach 1,000 cans. 
Thank you for your kindness and caring! 

 

You’re invited . . . 
Pre Super Bowl Party 

Sponsored by the Holy Name Society 
Sunday, February 5, 2023 - 2 – 6 pm 

Queen of the Rosary Social Hall 
There will be a 50/50 & other drawings 

Tickets $10 (includes: food, beverages, dessert, snacks) 

Tickets are available from any Holy Name member 
or by calling Mike, 412-672-3910. 

All are welcome to this family friendly get together. 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

Food Bank Sunday 
   We accept all non-perishable food 
items and paper products to serve our 
local community on the Third Sunday 
of the Month. 
   Items needed are pasta and 

sauces, tuna fish, rice, stews, cereal, canned fruits & 
vegetables, soup, coffee & tea, hot chocolate mix, 
peanut butter & jelly, sugar, flour, crackers, Jell-O 
gelatin, puddings, powdered milk, cocoa, infant 
formula & baby food, juices, facial soap, shampoo, 
laundry detergent, diapers, facial tissues, paper 
towels, toilet tissue, cleansers, etc. 
   Please bring your donations to Mass with you and leave 
them in the Gathering Space of the Church. Cash or 
checks are also welcome. Thank You! 

Kind deeds can change lives! 

Did you know …  
• On a monthly basis the Parish Food Bank 

contributes over 90 bags of groceries to our local 
Food Banks. Thank you for your kindness! 

May God Bless Our Service Personnel 
   We pray for and remember our Service 
Men and Women who are serving on 
active duty in the Armed Services, 
especially: Maj. Damian Baskerville, USAF; 

Col. Richard Collage, PA NG; Staff Sgt. Nicholas DeLuca, 
Army; Ens. David DeMaio, USCG; Capt. Craig Dolhi, Army; 
Capt. Anthony Formica, Army; Jacob Formica, E-4, Army; 
2nd Lt. John Formica, Army; SPC Samuel Formica, Army 
National Guard; Capt. Markus Gibson, USMC; 2ndLt. Miles 
Gibson, USMC; PO2. Mason Gibson, USN; T/Sgt. Michael 
Goodman, USAF; Lt. Col. James Hock, Army; E5 Sgt. Brian 
Imundo, Army; Sgt. Russ Langley, Marines; Staff Sgt. 
Raymond Massung, Jr., USAF; Sgt. First Class William 
Nellis, Army; Staff Sgt. Timothy Oeler, USAF; 2nd Lt 
Nickolas Pasek, Army National Guard; LT. Timothy Ragan, 
USN; Amn. Stephanie A. Reichenbach, USAF; PFC David R. 
Saunders, Army National Guard; Sgt. Brandon R. Smith, 
USAF Pararescueman; Amn. Adam Stitt, USAF; Maj. 
Andrew Tkac, Army and All First Responders. 

Thank you for your service! 
May We Never Forget . . . Freedom is Never Free! 

Why Use Offertory Envelopes? 
   Using your Offertory Envelopes is an important 
way to reflect that you are an active member of the 
Community of Believers. 
   Even if you are unable to give a monetary gift that 
week, it is still important that you place your weekly 
Offertory Envelope in the basket. By using your 
envelope your are giving public witness to our call 
to community, coming together as one. 
If you are in need of envelopes, please call the 
Office. By using your Offertory Envelope you are 
joining with the entire Faith Community as we 
continue to grow into the one body of  Christ. 

God draws us to Him at Mass. 
Let us respond by our presence! 

Super Bowl Hoagies 
Are you thinking about 

your Super Bowl menu? 
   How about some delicious 
hoagies made with love by the 

Sts. Joachim and Anne Youth Group! 
Hoagies will be available after all masses 

Saturday & Sunday, February 11 & 12! 
For more information, contact Emily, 
youth@joachimandannediopitt.org. 

Thank you for your support! 
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Time, Talent, and Treasure 

January 15, 2023 
 

   Weekly Offering    $  13,110 
 

   Monthly Offering    $       658 
 

   Religious Education   $       120 
 

   St. Anthony School   $    1,785 
 

   Children       $           8 
 

   Initial Offering     $       286 
 

Mass Attendance 
 

     4:00 pm  198   6:00 pm    97 
     8:00 am    62   9:00 am  188 
   10:30 am  117 12 Noon  142 

 

Families  1,915  Souls  4,790 
 

Annual Appeal 
 2023 Management Fee    $132,539 
 

 2023 Elementary School   $  75,200 
 

 2023 Annual Appeal Goal   $207,739 
 

 2023 Annual Appeal Received $    1,209 
 

Mailing Offertory Envelopes: 
Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

101 McLay Drive   Elizabeth, PA 15037 
 

Monthly Envelope 
   The Monthly Envelope replaces the old Capital 
Improvement, Building & Grounds, Upkeep and the Utility & 
Energy/Fuel envelopes. 
   Each Family is asked to contribute $20 to the Monthly 
Envelope. These monies will be used to assist in the upkeep of 
parish property and help cover the cost of energy and utilities. 
 

Thank You For Your Sacrificial Giving! 
 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 50/50 
In your offertory packet, there is a special envelope 

marked 50/50 Drawing--Donation $5.00. 

Thank You For Your Support! 
 

Initial Offering Envelope 
   You will find an Initial Offering Envelope in your 
January envelope packet. This offering helps to 
defray the cost of your Offertory Envelopes and 
their mailing throughout the New Year. Thank You! 
 

Parishioner Financial Statements  
will be mailed prior to January 31, 2023. 

Our records show what we received in the Offertory 
Contribution Envelopes and Parish Share Program. 

Thank you for your support! 

Upcoming Events 

Catholic Men’s Fellowship will meet on  
Saturday, February 4, 2023 at 7:30 am  

in the St. Michael Church - Meeting Room. 
All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Christian Mothers/Women’s Guild will meet on 
Thursday, March 17,  2023 at 7:00 pm 

in St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
All women of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Holy Name Society will meet on 
Sunday, February 19, 2023 at 9:00 am 

in the Queen of the Rosary - Social Hall. 
All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Knights of Columbus will meet on 
Monday, February 6, 2023 at 8:00 pm 

in the St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
All men of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Ladies of Charity will meet on 
Saturday, March 11, 2023 at 10:00 am 

in the St. Eugene Church. 
All women of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

Rosary Makers will meet on 
Monday, February 6, 2023 at 10:00 am 

in St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
 

Ushers Club will meet on 
Thursday, March 9, 2023 at 7:30 pm 

in St. Michael - Meeting Room. 
 

Glassport Sons of Italy Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, January 29, 2023 - 12 Noon to 6 pm 

Homemade Gnocchi or Cheese Ravioli 
with Meatballs, Salad & Dessert 

Eat-In or Take-Out, 412-673-3915. 

Crochet Club meets weekly on 
Thursday from 11:30 am - 1:30 pm 

in the St. Eugene Rectory - Meeting Room. 
New members are always welcomed. 

 

Quilting Club will not 
be meeting at the present time. 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
1640 Fawcett Ave.  White Oak, PA  15131 

Pre-School 3 & 4, Kindergarten, First - Eighth Grade 
 

If you have any questions or would like more info, 
please call the school office, 412-672-2360. 

Mr. Beau Quattrone, Principal 
 

Webpage: www.maryofnazarethschool.org 
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Available Now….. 
CUPID CIRCLE TICKET 
Benefits Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 

Building Maintenance & Improvement 
 

$5000.00 in the month of February. 
Minimum payout is $100.00. 

$10.00 per ticket with 28 chances to win! 
Pays out daily on the 7pm PA Daily Pick 3. 

No bonus numbers. 
 

Numbers will be dispersed 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Thank You for your continual support! 

 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Altar Bread & Wine, Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Lamp 

 

St. Eugene Church: 
 

 ___ Altar Bread & Wine  ___ Sanctuary Lamp 
 

St. Michael Church: 
 

 ___ Altar Bread & Wine  ___ Sanctuary Lamp Church 
 

Queen of the Rosary Church: 
 

 ___ Altar Bread & Wine  ___ Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Please Print 
 

  ___ Intention (Living)  ___ Memorial (Deceased) 
 

Date Requested __________________________________ 
 

Alternate Date:  __________________________________ 
 

Please Print   __________________________________ 
 

Requested by    __________________________________ 
 
 

Donation $________   Phone #  _______________________ 
 

Please place your request and donation ($15.00) 
in an envelope marked Altar Memorials 

and deposit in the collection. Thank You! 
For Altar Flower Memorials 

please call the Parish Office, 412-751-0663, 
to check availability. 

 

Saints Joachim & Anne Parish 
Annual Community Festival 

August 3, 4 and 5, 2023. 
   Planning for our Annual Community Festival is 
already underway. We will gladly accept donations for 
our Specialty Baskets, Craft Baskets and 
our Wheel Barrows of Cheer. 
 

Now would be a great time to pick up those 
Winter Clearance Items, 

Christmas, Winter 

and even items for New Year’s. 
 

   We also  do Themed Baskets such as auto 
cleaning, candles, popular children’s characters, 
gardening supplies, kitchen items, puzzle & 
crossword books, tools, toys, etc. 
   If you are shopping online these days, look for the 
clearance section for some great deals before you 
check out. Remember we accept any new (never been 
used) items. 

 

   Please bring your donations to the Gathering Space 
in each church and remember that our festival will not 
be successful without your support. 

Thank you for your generosity!!! 
We couldn’t do it without you! 

In this NEW YEAR 
...so do something NEW 

 

   If your relationship with Jesus is the same as it 
ever was, do something different to change it...to 
enhance your relationship and allow it to grow more 
intimate and life-giving. 
  Pray differently...serve differently...give of yourself 
differently...love more, forgive more, share more to 
allow yourself to be loved more and to grow deeper 
in love with JESUS and His Holy Church. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you! 
The Lord look upon you kindly 
 and give you peace!   —Numbers 6:22-27 

HEALTH CONCERNS at Mass 
Moving Forward Together 

 

With the public celebration of the Holy Mass, the 
following procedures should be followed; 
• Follow all CDC guidelines 
• If sick or not feeling well - stay home; 
• Practice social distancing; 
• Wear a facial covering/mask, when necessary; 

Thank you for contributing 
to the health of our Church Family! 
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3rd Sunday in Ordinal Time 
Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness 

and snares of the devil; 
may God rebuke him, we humbly pray; 

and do thou O Prince of the Heavenly Host, 
by the power of God, 

thrust into hell Satan and all the other evil spirits 
who prowl about the world 

seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn: The Summons 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading   Isaiah 8:23-9:3 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 27 
 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
the Lord is my light and my salvation. 

 

Second Reading  1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

Gospel     Matthew 4:12-23 
 

Homily: Reflection of the Word 

Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace to people of good will, 
We praise you, we bless you, 
 we adore you, we glorify you, 
 we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
 you take away the sins of the world, 
  have mercy on us; 
 you take away the sins of the world, 
  receive our prayer; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High, 
 Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

Patriotic Rosary 
Monday Evening 

February 13, 2023 - 7:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church, Elizabeth, PA 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Rosary, Patriotic Hymns and Benediction 

   There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with 
Benediction to conclude the recitation of the Rosary. 
   The Patriotic Rosary will be prayed on the Second Monday 
of the Month. All are invited and most assuredly welcome! 

 

Mary, Queen of the Rosary, pray for us. 
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Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

Faithful God, Hear Our Prayer 

Offertory Hymn: Christ, Be Our Light 

Holy 
 

Mystery of Faith 
 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection until you come again. 

 

Amen, Amen, Amen 
 

Lamb of God 

Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
 maker of heaven  and earth, 
 of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the Only Begotten Son of God, 
 born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. for us men 
 and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
(All Bow)  and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate 

of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
 he suffered death and was buried, and rose again 
 on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated 
 at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge 
 the living and the dead 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son 
 is adored and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
 and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life of the world to come.  Amen  

Christmas is Forever  
   When the song of the angels is stilled, 
   When the star in the sky is gone, 
   When the kings and princes are home, 
   When the shepherds are back with their flock, 
   The work of Christmas begins: 
      To find the lost, 
      To heal the broken, 
      To feed the hungry, 
      To release the prisoner, 
      To rebuild the nations, 
      To bring peace among brothers and sisters, 
      To make music in the heart. 
   In Jesus name, we pray.  Amen. 

–Author Unknown   
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Communion Hymn: 
Lord, When You Came to the Seashore 

Going Forth Hymn: City Of God 
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