
 

St. B’s has given you complete access to 

Bishop Barron's Word on Fire ENGAGE 

video library! Visit WoFDigital.org from 

Flocknote to watch any of the videos 

whenever you want without ever having 

to login.  

Check out the Mini-Series as well! 

 

Visit Flocknote.com 

 

St. B’s uses Flocknote for parish communication.  Don’t miss the 

latest parish news amid COVID-19.  Sign up for free at Flocknote.com   

PS. Make sure you select St. Bernadette Catholic Church Houston. 

Catholic Virtual Tours &  
E-Pilgrimages 

A pilgrimage doesn’t always mean packing up the family and 

hitting the road.  Thanks to the wonders of modern technology you 

can now take a virtual tour or “e-pilgrimage” to many Catholic 

pilgrimage sites.  These virtual pilgrimages 

are perfect for those who are unable to travel 

to the actual sites themselves, as well a 

resource for homeschoolers or those trying 

to further immerse themselves or their 

families in the Catholic faith. 

https://catholicpilgrimagesites.wordpress.com/

virtual-tours-e-pilgrimages/     

https://churchpop.com/2014/08/10/12-amazing-

virtual-tours-of-the-worlds-most-spectacular-

churches/ 

You've got Word on Fire  

Engage for Free!

 

Check on people who are elderly or 
disabled. Stand on the porch and talk 
through a crack in the door or give him/
her your phone number and ask him/her 
to call you.  Reach out and say “hello,” 
so people don’t feel isolated, or you 
could offer to pick up groceries, go to the 
drug store, or run errands.  

The Houston Food Bank is continuing to 
provide essential services to those in 
need.  To volunteer go to: https://
www.houstonfoodbank.org/ 
 
Donate Blood. Donating blood does not 
put you at any greater risk of getting 
COVID-19.  giveblood.org    
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I remember Jim Valvano, Jimmy V 
to many, saying the iconic words, 
“Don’t give up; you can never give 
up.” The former coach of the NC 
State men’s basketball team was 
dying of cancer, yet he refused to 
throw in the towel and give in to his 
disease. His words exemplified the 
best of the human spirit we all 
share. Sometimes, living out those 
words seem much more difficult 
than saying them.  

 

These words are also important for 
our faith life. The life Jesus calls us 
to is not easy. When working 
toward a life of greater generosity 
and surrender of all to God, we are 
prone to fall flat on our face many 
times. We are not called to this life 

only when we are strong. It is how 
we respond when times are the most 
difficult that truly defines us as 
disciples and stewards. The world 
may think we are down for the 
count, but rising again gives 
testimony that in Christ we are 
stronger. 

 

Commitment takes a willingness to 
do the things needed to get stronger 
and build our spiritual muscles. We 
cannot expect to find success in the 
spiritual life unless we continue to 
work on our resolve and grow in our 
knowledge of the faith. A marathon 
runner would never be able to make 
it to the finish line unless they have 
trained and prepared in advance. We 
must work hard to stay the course 

and prepare for the race at hand. No 
matter what this life may have in 
store for us, we are called to not 
give up. God will never give up on 
us.  

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 



ELECTRONIC GIVING THROUGH FAITH DIRECT 
 Through Faith Direct you can make all of your contributions to St. 

Bernadette Church (TX631) via automatic payment from your checking/

savings account or credit/debit card.  Electronic giving helps St. Bernadette 

maintain consistency by allowing parishioners to give 

when they wish, even if they are out of town or can’t 

attend mass. You can enroll in Faith Direct through the 

Faith Direct website at www.faithdirect.net. Securely 

enroll online by clicking the “Individuals“ button and 

using the St. Bernadette parish code TX631. For 

questions or assistance, please contact Faith 

Direct at 866 507 8757 (toll free) or info@faithdirect.net. 

That’s one way to calm the waves! 

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5,  
  6 [4ab]/Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21/Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56/Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/Jn 8:51-59 
Friday:  Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7 [cf. 7]/Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/Jn 11:45-56 
Next Sunday: Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 [2a]/Phil 2:6 
  -11/Mt 26:14—27:66 or 27:11-54 

 

W 
e face death every day. Whether it comes with the actual 

death of someone we love (or someone we don’t even 

know), a failed relationship, the loss of a job, a broken 

dream, or pondering our own mortality, death is always 

around us. What does death say to us? What we believe about our death 

experiences is going to say volumes about how we live our lives. Jesus 

comes to us today just as he did many years ago to people who were 

struggling with loss and death and wondering what to do. He calls us 

out of our tombs, where we have 

been closed up in fear and 

despair, and shouts, “Come 

out!” Jesus leads us out of death 

and gives us hope. There is 

always hope. There is always 

transformation. Although we 

may not always see where the 

road of life is taking us or see 

God’s presence with us on our 

journey, we will be brought to a 

new place and be given new life. 

Walk with God and listen to 

Him call you. Tomorrow, there 

awaits another surprise. 

https://www.faithdirect.net/
mailto:info@faithdirect.net?subject=St.%20Bernadette%20Church%20%23TX631


 
God gave us the ability to laugh — 

and it’s healthy to do so! Enjoy these 

Bible-based riddles:  

 

Q: Who was the fastest runner in the Bible?  

A: Adam. He was first in the human race.  

 

Q: Where is baseball played in the Bible?  

A: Genesis 1:1 reads “In the big inning.” Then Eve stole first, 

and Adam stole second. Cain struck out Abel, and soon 

everything was rained out.  

 

Q: Who was the best financier in the Bible?  

A: Pharaoh’s daughter. She went to the Nile bank and pulled out 

a little prophet.  

 

Q: What was Boaz like before he got married?  

A: Ruthless.  

 

Comfort us, O Lord, for we are like your disciples on the storm-tossed 

seas, unsettled by what lies ahead. 

We turn to You, our Healer and Guide, to still our hearts in our time of need 

and hear our prayer: 

Heal those who are sick with the coronavirus and protect the elderly and 

most vulnerable. 

Give strength to all who tend to our health and wisdom to researchers who 

work toward a cure. 

Open our eyes and hearts, as you did during Hurricane Harvey, that we 

may look beyond our immediate needs to care for others who need 

help. 

Through the Holy Spirit, guide our leaders to make wise decisions for the 

welfare of all the people they serve. 

Grant eternal rest to those who have died from the virus. 

May Mary, Our Mother, who has heard our pleas in the storms of our lives,  

intercede to her Son, that we may find healing and a prompt end to this illness. 

Mary, Star of the Sea, pray for us. 

Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Savior, heal us. Amen. 

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston  

Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus 



The Family Table 
One of Theodore Roosevelt’s sons told someone how much he 

appreciated the family he had been a part of as a child. He commented 

that he had gone to Groton, a private school, then on to Harvard and 

short terms in other schools. Yet he felt that the best education he had 

ever received was at the family table.  

 

Much can be said about cohesive families who pray, talk, laugh and 

sing together around the dining table. With God’s presence affirmed, 

they become a small church. With the collective learning and wisdom 

of family members, they become a small school. With the give and 

take of conversation and gentle debate, the family gathering becomes 

an insightful forum. Then, when they sing joyous songs or carols or 

hymns of thanksgiving, they become a family choir, although maybe 

not the Von Trapp singers.  

 

Finally, when delightful tales are told, or children’s antics are acted 

out, and especially when the family jokesters do their shtick, well 

then, the family becomes the joyous comedy club. What great fun!  
Visit  

www.stbchurch.org  

for the latest Parish News 


