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MAY 17, 2020 

 

CLERGY 
Robert Barras

 
CURRENT PARISH OFFICE 
HOURS 
Lobby Open Tuesday & Thursday 
9-12 noon 
 
MASS SCHEDULE   
See inside 
 
RECONCILIATION 
After Tuesday and Thursday 
weekday Mass for 30 minutes.  
 
PRIVATE PRAYER IN THE  
PARISH LIFE CENTER 
Tuesday and Thursday 8-12. Before 
and after Mass.  
 
LATEST INFORMATION 
Check St. B’s website for up-to-date 
information and schedules. 
www.stbchurch.org 
 
BAPTISM 
To begin the process of having your 
child baptized, please call the office. 
 
FUNERALS  
Please contact the parish office if 
there is a death in the family.  The 
parish will cooperate with funeral 
arrangements.  A priest will assist 
the family with funeral preparations. 
 
COMMUNION FOR THE SICK &  
SHUT-INS: To make arrangements 
for home or hospital visits, contact 
the Parish Office. 
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Jesus reveals to his disciples that the intimacy between himself, the 
Holy Spirit, and the Father can be shared with fellow believers. How 
do you experience the intimacy of our triune God? 



Have you ever Googled the word 
“love”? If you did, you may have 
come across something called the 
Love Calculator. It is a website 
where you can supply two names, 
and the percentage chance of a 
successful relationship is calculated. 
Curious, I entered my name and my 
wife’s. Twenty percent! I hope my 
wife doesn’t read this!  
 
I then decided to add my name and 
God. A whopping thirteen percent! 
Then for the last attempt, I put in 
my name and Jesus. A very 
disappointing zero percent! Am I 
that unlovable? Of course, then I 
read the small print at the bottom of 
the page: “Please note that this site 
has no serious intention 
whatsoever.” Shocking!  
 

The truth is, the modern world 
increasingly seems to have no real 
idea what love is or how to 
determine when love is real. That 
makes the seemingly simple words 
of Jesus about loving God and your 
neighbor very complex indeed. How 
can you love God with all your 
heart, soul, and mind when you 
have no idea what the act of loving 
means? And then, what constitutes 
loving a neighbor? To make it more 
complicated, Jesus commands you 
to love them like you love yourself. 
I bet you can agree with me that 
there are a lot of people out there 
who do not even come close to 
loving themselves. Knowing what 
love is in modern times is just not 
that easy. How is a well-meaning 
person able to find out the true 
meaning of love?  

You don’t know what true love is? I 
think you do. Turn your eyes to that 
crucifix hanging in your church, 
home, or office. The answer was 
given over 2,000 years ago, and the 
image remains for the entire world 
to see.  

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Welcome Back! 

 

We will reopen for Eucharist this weekend, May 16/17 

in the PLC.  Please join us.  Cardinal DiNardo has lifted 

the obligation to attend Sunday Eucharist SO, if you are 

At Risk, if you are feeling ill or if you are just worried for 

yourself and your household, please stay at home.   

Our schedule will follow a two week cycle and we will 

ask you to SIGN UP for one Eucharist during the cycle. 

The sign up link is on the web page. You will receive an 

email confirmation of the date and time for your 

Eucharist.  Please bring this confirmation letter, either in 

printed form or on your phone, when you come to 

Eucharist. The cycle includes 12 different celebrations of 

the Eucharist.  Choose one: 

 

 

Sunday 1 = Saturday: 5 p.m., Sunday: 9 a.m.,  noon &  

 5 p.m. 

Tuesday:  9 a.m. for At Risk members only 

(plenty of room to spread out) 

Thursday: 9 a.m. for everyone 

Sunday 2 = Saturday: 5 p.m., Sunday: 9 a.m.,  noon &  

 5 p.m. 

Tuesday: 9 a.m. for At Risk members only 

(plenty of room to spread out) 

Thursday: 9 a.m. for everyone 

We have set up the PLC as our place of worship and 

have put into place all the safety measures and controls 

necessary to assure your well-being and to offer a 

meaningful experience of Eucharist.  All adults and 

children 5 and older will be required to wear a mask at 

Eucharist.  Check out the website for a nice video on what 

to expect when you arrive.  

One final reminder - when we reach our mandated 

25% seating capacity we will close the doors. 

Latecomers, even with a confirmation letter, will not be 

allowed in once the doors are closed.   

After many, many weeks, its time to return to 

Eucharist.  Throughout our countdown week, lets pray 

Psalm:122:  "We shall go up with joy, to the house of the 

Lord!"  



 
God gave us the ability to laugh — 

and it’s healthy to do so! Enjoy these 

Bible-based riddles:  

 

Q: Who was the fastest runner in the Bible?  

A: Adam. He was first in the human race.  

 

Q: Where is baseball played in the Bible?  

A: Genesis 1:1 reads “In the big inning.” Then Eve stole first, 

and Adam stole second. Cain struck out Abel, and soon 

everything was rained out.  

 

Q: Who was the best financier in the Bible?  

A: Pharaoh’s daughter. She went to the Nile bank and pulled out 

a little prophet.  

 

Q: What was Boaz like before he got married?  

A: Ruthless.  

 

Hello JrHigh Families!  What a crazy time this has been.  You have been 
in my thoughts and prayers.  I miss seeing all of you at EDGE on Sundays!  I 
hope you have been getting all the emails and Flocknotes to keep you 
connected as the Family of St. Bernadette Parish. 

Summer activities are being planned should we be able meet up again.  Check 
your emails and the bulletin for messages.  SEND ME IDEAS of what 
your JrHighers would like to do. 

Share your photos of how you are celebrating Church at Home and how you 
are honoring Mary in the month of 
May.  Send photos to me – we may 
use them for our Facebook page, 
bulletin, webpage, etc. 

We DO plan on meeting for Faith 
Formation/EDGE in the fall.  
Registration is open!  All on line 
at https://stbchurch.org/
registration 

If you are not getting the parent news 
or Fr. Bob’s Flocknotes, fir st check your  junk/spam mail.  To sign up 
for Flocknote go to the webpage* “About Us,” “Helpful Links” and fill 
out the boxes at the top with you name and email address.   

To email me directly:  bartosm@stbchurch.org 

*Webpage -  https://stbchurch.org/   JrHigh page:  https://stbchurch.org/jr-high-
6th-8th    Blessings to all!!  Marianne Bartos, JrHigh Faith Formation 

Jr. High Faith 

Formation 

 

Be Ready to Volunteer. 

Take St. B’s Safe 

Environment Training 

Be eligible to volunteer in the 

future or be able to continue 

volunteering. Safe Haven is a 1 

hour required training program for 

adult parish volunteers. The 

completed training is good for 5 

years. To start the training go to: 

https://

galvestonhouston.cmgconnect.org/ 

For help or to check if you need 

the training email 

safeenvironment@stbchurch.org    

https://stbchurch.org/registration
https://stbchurch.org/registration
mailto:bartosm@stbchurch.org
https://stbchurch.org/
https://stbchurch.org/jr-high-6th-8th
https://stbchurch.org/jr-high-6th-8th


Share Your  

Time & Talent from Home 

Sew Face Masks 

Share your sewing talent by making 

face masks for St. B’s volunteers who 

need them. You can bring the masks 

to the Parish Office on Tuesdays or 

Thursdays from 9-11:30 a.m.  Please 

leave the  masks in the lobby and 

label for Time & Talent. Please include 

your name.  Thank you!   

 

Make Phone Calls to Parishioners 

Volunteers have been 

calling parishioners to 

ask how they are doing 

and if they need help 

from the parish at this 

time. If you enjoy 

listening to others share 

their story, consider helping with this important and 

rewarding ministry. Please call Suzanne at 281-486-

0337 x110 or email starons@stbchurch.org to 

assist.  Phone messages are checked remotely.    

 

Make Crafts and Cards 

Make crafts and cards to 

let our sick and shut-in 

parishioners know we 

have been thinking of 

them. Any medium! 

Items will be hand 

delivered after the 

pandemic. Add a saying to cards such as Bible 

verse and a first name. Items can be dropped off at 

the Parish Office on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 

9-11:30 a.m.  Please label the items Time and 

Talent.  Thank You. 

Lord, Hear Our Prayer 

Take time to pray for 

the requests on the 

Prayer Heartline. Sign 

up to receive prayer 

requests through 

FlockNotes.  

Do you have a prayer intention at this time? Send it 

to our Prayer Heartline at cantoybailo@gmail.com 

 

Make a Blessing Box 

Have fun decorating a 

box or container for 

your home. Then every 

time you pick up 

groceries, buy 2+ extra 

items (non-perishable 

food or toiletries) and 

put these items in your box. When our food pantry  

re-opens, your items will be a blessing to individuals 

in need.  Please save the items in your box for now.  

 

Save New and “Like New” Items 

Cleaning out the 

house? Find unopened or 

“like new” items looking for 

a home? Please set these 

items aside and save them 

for Picnic prizes. Items for 

adults, teens and children 

are needed. New kitchen 

items, puzzles, games, 

jewelry, small tools, new craft kits, lawn games, 

toys… Please no glass, clothes, books, VCR 

tapes. Please hang on to the items and we will 

collect them at a later date.  

For more information contact Suzanne Staron at 281-486-0337 x110 or email starons@stbchurch.org 



Think You Might  

Want to Become Catholic? 
If you are interested in finding out more about the Catholic Church, becoming 

Catholic, or completing your sacraments of initiation in the coming year, we 

are ready to help you make that happen. Information meeting, June 14, 9:30 

a.m. in the Brandsma Building Room 214. This meeting is for: 

 Adults wanting to know more 
about the Catholic faith 

 8 years or older and 
unbaptized  

 Adults and children baptized 
in another Christian tradition 

 Adults baptized Catholic who 
have not yet received First 
Holy Communion  

 
Email Chris at the parish office: twardowskic@stbchurch.org for more 
information. 

Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 
15:26—16:4a 

Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 [7c]/Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14/Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/Jn 16:16-20 
Ascension:  Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
Friday: Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/Jn 16:20-23 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10 [8a]/Jn 16:23b-28 
Next Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/

Mt 28:16-20 
 7th Sunday of Easter: Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8 [13]/1 Pt 

4:13-16/Jn 17:1-11a 

Support St. Bernadette Church 

St. B’s Health Ministry 

St. B’s Health Ministry web page offers 
free online exercise class links and live 
workouts. We even have a section on Chair 
Fitness and senior exercise, including 
senior Bollywood dancing!  https://
stbchurch.org/health-ministry 

 
Question:  
I have been going to Mass for 
years and have always wondered: 
why do we make the three signs 
of the cross before the Gospel? 
 
 
Answer:  
Certainly, many people go to 
Mass or other devotions, doing 
and saying things out of habit or 
reverence and not really 
understanding the reasons behind 
some of these things. But 
everything we do has a meaning 
or purpose that helps us to 
worship better, proclaim our 
beliefs, or focus the attention of 
the people on something that has 
a greater importance or 
significance. A review of the 
meaning of various gestures and 
practices can help us have a 
deeper appreciation for what we 
do. 
 
There is a little prayer that goes 
with the three crosses before the 
Gospel: “May the words of the 
Holy Gospel be on my mind, on 
my lips and in my heart.” In 
standing to hear the Gospel, we 
acknowledge that Jesus is present, 
and the words of the Gospel are 
addressed to us. All of the 
gestures and special postures we 
adopt before the Gospel are 
intended to help us prepare for 
hearing the Word as well as act 
on it. The incense, the Alleluia, 
the deacon or priest, and the 
special dialogue and 
announcement that introduces the 
Gospel help us focus our attention 
on the Good News we are about 
to hear. The three signs of the 
cross show our desire and good 
intention to hear and live the 
Gospel. 

mailto:twardowskic@stbchurch.org


W 
e hope for many things: passing an exam, finding our true love, 
securing sustainable work, or surviving an illness. We often 
seek to have God be a part of what we hope for and desire, 
almost trying to convince Him that our agenda is what is 

ultimately important. While our particular hopes may appear to be what needs 
to be achieved in order for us to be happy, they really are not. Our lesser, 
more personal hopes can distract us from true hope. 
 
When God became a human being, a powerful message was sent: all that is 
authentically human is found in the divine. As the human Jesus lived and died 
in order to show us that he truly is the universal Christ, we have to keep our 
sight focused on our eternal truth and destiny and who we truly are. We have 
to be careful when we 
allow our earthly 
concerns to distract us. 
True hope is found when 
we place our trust in 
Christ’s promises and 
don’t rely on our own 
strength. True hope 
focuses on striving 
toward the fulfillment of 
God’s promises and not 
simply on achieving what 
we think we need in this 
life. Hope always travels 
with two friends — faith and love. In this trio of virtues, we find the very 
presence of God born in every human being. These are God’s greatest gifts, 
and they lead us to the fullness of His presence. 
 
As with faith and love, we cannot see hope with just our human eyes. We 
don’t carry this virtue within us to use solely for our own personal agenda. 
Hope is not something that simply comes with the human package. As with 
faith and love, hope is a gift that is given to us to draw us closer to our eternal 
truth. Faith, hope, and love are signs that there is something far greater going 
on in us and something greater to persevere in obtaining. The true divine gift 
of hope is what will endure any hardship we encounter, especially those that 
will come from authentically living the Gospel. With all that is happening in 
our lives, in our church, and in our world, what is the reason for our hope? 
Ask God for the fortitude to see His eternal gift as the reason we get up in the 
morning and do the things we do. 


