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CLERGY 

Robert Barras

 
 
 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

Office is closed until further notice. 
 
 
 
MASS SCHEDULE  
Recorded Mass on YouTube and at 

www.stbchurch.org. 
 
 
 
RECONCILIATION 
Suspended until further notice. 
 
 
 
BAPTISM 
To begin the process of having your 
child baptized, please call the office. 
 
 
 

FUNERALS  
Please contact the parish office if there 
is a death in the family.  The parish will 
cooperate with funeral arrangements.  
A priest will assist the family with 
funeral preparations. 
 
 
 

COMMUNION FOR THE SICK &  
SHUT-INS: To make arrangements for 
home or hospital visits, contact the 
Parish Office. 
 
 
 
MARRIAGE 
It is necessary for couples to contact 
the parish when the engagement is 
made.  You should be a registered 
active member of the parish.  Allow six 
to nine months for preparation for the 
sacrament. Extra time must be allotted 
if either of the parties has been married 
before. 
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Welcome to  

St. Bernadette Church 
The Lord invites all people, 

“Everyone who thirsts, come to 
the waters” (Isaiah 55:1, NRSV). 

So we gather to quench our 
spiritual thirst with the Living 

Water. Welcome.  

Sunday: 18th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  Is 55:1-3/Ps 
145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18 [cf. 16]/
Rom 8:35, 37-39/Mt 14:13-21 
 
Monday: Jer 28:1-17/Ps 119:29, 
43, 79, 80, 95, 102 [68b]/ 
Mt 14:22-36 
 
Tuesday: Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-
22/Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and 
22-23 [17]/Mt 14:22-36 or  
Mt 15:1-2, 10-14 
 
Wednesday: Jer 31:1-7/Jer 31:10, 
11-12ab, 13 [cf. 10d]/Mt 15:21-28 
 
Thursday: The Transfiguration 
of the Lord  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 
97:1-2, 5-6, 9 [1a, 9a]/2 Pt 1:16-
19/Mt 17:1-9 
 
Friday: Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7/Dt 
32:35cd-36ab, 39abcd, 41 [39c]/
Mt 16:24-28 
 
Saturday: Hb 1:12—2:4/Ps 9:8-
9, 10-11, 12-13 [11b]/ 
Mt 17:14-20 
 
Next Sunday: 19th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time   1 Kgs 19:9a, 11
-13a/Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14 
[8]/Rom 9:1-5/Mt 14:22-33 

First Reading 
Near the end of Israel’s captivity in Babylon 
(597-538 BC), the prophet Isaiah spoke of the 
Lord’s desire to be unimaginably generous and 
life-giving to his people. How has the Lord been 
generous in gifts to you and your family? 

 
Second Reading 
In his letter to the Christians in Rome, Paul speaks of God’s 
inseparable bond of love for us through Jesus Christ. In what ways 
does this sense of God’s love for us help you in times of stress and 
anxiety? 
 
Gospel Reading 
In the immediate aftermath of the news of the death of John the 
Baptist, Matthew reports that Jesus, “moved with pity,” cured those 
who were sick in the crowds and fed the entire crowd of 5,000. How 
do you react toward others for whom you feel “pity”? 

Prayer to Mary During the Coronavirus Pandemic 

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis 

 
O Mary, 

you always shine on our path 
as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 

who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm. 
 

You, Salvation of the Roman People, 
know what we need, 

and we are sure you will provide 
so that, as in Cana of Galilee, 

we may return to joy and to feasting 
after this time of trial. 

 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform to the will of the Father 
and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who has taken upon himself our sufferings 
and carried our sorrows 

to lead us, through the cross, 
to the joy of the Resurrection. 

 
Amen. 
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Stay Connected! 
 

Don’t miss out on anything going on at St. B’s!  
Subscribe to our YouTube channel, like us on 
Facebook and sign up for Flocknotes by visiting our 
webpage, to stay up-to-date on happenings here! 

Wednesday Evening Bible Studies 
 
We are still offering interactive Bible Study sessions 
through ZOOM and would love to see you there!   
 
These Wednesday evening sessions with Jason from 7
-8 p.m. will delve deeper into the upcoming Sunday 
readings.  Take a mid-week look at and gain new 
insights into next Sunday’s scripture readings! 
 
From the Home tab on our website 
(www.stbchurch.org), click “Find Your Group Online 
Here” to join.  We welcome all who want to take a 
deeper look into scripture.   
 

Please Join Us! 

Adult Faith Formation 

“Breathe the sweetness that hovers in 
August.”  
—Denise Levertov  
 
* * *  
“A friend is one of the nicest things you can 
have, and one of the best things you can be.”  
—Douglas Pagels  
 
* * *  
“Every saint has a past. Every sinner has a 
future.”  
—Stanley Hauerwas  

 YouTube 

Watch our recorded Sunday Mass online each 
week.  Visit our YouTube channel or access 

the Mass through our website..  There is a link 
on our home page.  We can still stay 

connected at this time in  
small ways!   
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Upcoming Events at the CRC 

Space is limited due to COVID Measures in Place www.retreatcentercrc.org 

  

The CRC is keeping you socially-distanced & spiritually-connected!!! 
  

September 11-13    Mother and Daughter Retreat (Girls 1st-6th grade) 
September 18-20    Mother and Daughter Retreat (Girls 6th-12th grade) 
September 26 day   Confirmation Retreat for Parent with Teen 
October 23-25     Weekend Silent Retreat with Kim Brown 
November 14  day   Confirmation Retreat for Parent with Teen 
November 16      Golf Tournament at South Shore Harbour 
November 28      Spirit of Christmas Market 
December 1       Advent Day Retreat 
December 4       Women’s Advent Prayer Breakfast 
December 5-6      Confirmation Retreat 
December 7       Men’s Prayer Breakfast with Father David Michael 
December 7-11     Advent Silent Retreat 

Patient attention, valuable discoveries 

For many people, the coronavirus pandemic has been a test of patience — or worse. Medically vulnerable 
people face an anxious time of hypervigilance. Furloughed workers wait on hold or in lines for assistance. 
Special events have been canceled or rescheduled.  
 
Those not impacted directly deal with assorted frustrations and inconveniences. Many people are learning the 
benefit of slowing down, being present (even virtually) to others and practicing patient attention.  
 
Interestingly, scientist Isaac Newton did some of his best work when the plague forced Cambridge University 
to close. At home, the inquisitive student invented calculus and developed groundbreaking theories of gravity 
and optics. Later Newton called 1666 his annus mirabilis (“year of wonders”) and reportedly said, “If I have 
made any valuable discoveries, it [owes] more to patient attention than to any other talent.”  
 
What have you discovered during the Covid-19 crisis? What appreciations have you developed for aspects of 
life you may have previously taken for granted? What has social distancing taught you about the value of 
neighbors, church, community volunteering?  
 
During the pandemic, what have you learned about persistence and God’s presence? What empathy do you 
now feel for writers of words such as “I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my 
hope” (Psalm 130:5, NIV)? 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_9MXf_3L60mwebIOtYT1L8t5NC4oGfWcirwh8m3ypd2--obt-pS5BPwcrMO0M8aC9eU1EQQ013yXrsu6xwakFXQQdu-a5wBOzYmtA9cazlK-Et8C9wMx8qdovyEBBBKSetwWaI5CwUFZgEh2ccNF5gooWZjSL30P&c=5tUUIsuJ4har6WwIdxcbHpE8J84NED4hFofbjDKbOoG8fek8scsTwQ==&ch=58baa
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RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

     The Power of a Simple Action 
 

 
I remember seeing a story on a morning news program about a little girl who wanted to give an elderly 
man in a grocery store a hug. She had no way of knowing that this man had just lost his wife of many 
years and now felt so very alone and depressed. Her reaching out to the man seemed odd to her mom at 
first, but the girl was so insistent about giving a hug she moved the shopping carts close together so the 
exchange could take place. No one knew that from that moment on the little girl would ask to visit her 
new friend at least once a week for the next four years until he passed away. In an interview soon after 
the initial encounter, the man said, “I haven’t been this happy in some time.” Imagine the joy that 
relationship brought to them both over the years! 
 
It was just a moment. It was a simple gesture. Yet, it had a large impact that no one could have 
predicted. You never know what will result when we give just a little of ourselves. That uncertainty too 
often leads us to hold back or refrain from the simple actions of love or gestures of generosity that could 
come so easily for us if we wanted. We should never doubt the power of a simple random act of 
kindness. Generosity does not need to be grand to make a big difference. The time is now, and the 
opportunity presents itself often to plant a small seed that God can water and nourish so that something 
beautiful can grow.      – Tracy Earl Welliver 

EVERYDAY  



PLEASE REMEMBER OUR PARISHIONERS:  

Eddie Duet, 08/02/1989; Dorothy Kraynik, 

08/02/2014; Tom Balfour, 08/03/2015;  

Mae Dell Margaret Hoelscher, 08/03/2016;  

John Dickerson, 08/04/1997; Patricia Veasey, 

08/04/2004; Stephen Sawchak, 08/04/2017;  

Carol Snyder, 08/05/2000; Agapita Matias, 

08/05/2019; Delmar Jacobs, 08/06/2004;  

Eric Concepcion, 08/06/2018; Helen O'Brien, 

08/07/2004; Jan Muller, 08/07/2008;  

Ethel Greaney, 08/07/2011; Bernadette Mosgrove, 

08/07/2016; Joseph Wall, 08/08/1983;  

James Peace, 08/08/1997; Betty Ann Aviza, 

08/08/2005; Juan Hernandez, 08/08/2007 

on the anniversaries of their entrance into Heaven. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
ENCOURAGE DEEPER 

UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

 
Many people in our world are hungry 
and thirsty. This hunger and thirst go 
well beyond physical needs for food, 
security, and shelter. Many are 
emotionally and spiritually parched, 
too. Behind every act of violence is a 
soul who hungers. People live with 
relationships that actually starve 
them. They are abused, exploited, 
disrespected, laughed at, and 
marginalized. There is a lot of 
confusion and inner pain that needs to 
be acknowledged and expressed. We 
all long to be understood and loved, 
even when our inner demons or who I 
am make it difficult to be. Do you live 
with inner confusion and pain? Folks 
often wander through life without any 
real direction or purpose and take 

their cues from what seems satisfying 
or popular at the moment. The deeper 
dots of our lives can easily remain 
unconnected, and we can find 
ourselves without grounding, 
purpose, or real happiness. Life 
becomes shallow and without real 
purpose as we hunger and thirst for an 
ultimate love. 
 
It’s easier to see the physical hungers 
and thirsts. We try to respond to these 
as best we can. Much more needs to 
be done. With all that God’s earth can 
provide, nobody ought to face sleep at 
night with a belly that’s empty. It’s 
sinful. It’s unjust. But isn’t all hunger 
unjust? It doesn’t need to be, and it 
should not be. Just as no one ought to 
be physically hungry and thirsty, there 
is really no need to be emotionally or 
spiritually deficient either. If we have 
more privileges at our fingertips, it is 
easier to try to satisfy our emotional 

and spiritual hungers and thirst by 
acting on impulse or self-indulgence, 
carelessly following passions, or by 
seeking self-destructive ways to dull 
the ache of emptiness. 
 
Folks need to know where to look for 
nourishment and need the right 
friends to help them find it. We may 
not think that we have enough to 
respond to and to satisfy all of the 
needs, but we do. It doesn’t take 
much. Five loaves and two fish 
provided for a huge crowd. With God, 
all things are possible. Our faith 
provides the direction for where 
God’s children must go to find the 
nourishment they seek. It also tells us 
how to structure life so that justice 
and equity can be a reality for all. It 
also tells us how to respond to pain, 
sinfulness, and confusion. Come to 
the water and then help another get 
there. 
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July 19, 2020 

 

Layla Ashlyn Philogene  

Everly Grace Rivera  
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www.stbchurch.org  
=> news & events => calendar 

www.facebook.com/stbhouston 

See What’s Happening 
in the Parish! 

http://www.facebook.com/stbhouston

