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CLERGY 

Robert Barras

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  
9:00 a.m. until 12 noon 
 
MASS SCHEDULE  

Tuesday and Thursday:  9:00 a.m. 
Wednesday: 7:00 p.m. followed by 

Adoration. 
Saturday Vigil:  5:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m., noon, 5:30 p.m. 
Recorded Mass on YouTube and at 

www.stbchurch.org. 
 
 
RECONCILIATION 

Wednesdays 6:00-6:30 p.m. and by 
appointment. 
 
BAPTISM 
To begin the process of having your 
child baptized, please call the office. 
 
 

FUNERALS  
Please contact the parish office if 
there is a death in the family.  The 
parish will cooperate with funeral 
arrangements.  A priest will assist the 
family with funeral preparations. 
 
 

COMMUNION FOR THE SICK &  
SHUT-INS: To make arrangements 
for home or hospital visits, contact 
the Parish Office. 
 
MARRIAGE 
It is necessary for couples to contact 
the parish when the engagement is 
made.  You should be a registered 
active member of the parish.  Allow 
nine to twelve months for preparation 
for the sacrament. Extra time must be 
allotted if either of the parties has 
been married before. 



St. Bernadette Catholic Church                            www.stbchurch.org 

 
 

Welcome to  

St. Bernadette Church 
Dear Lord, “I will meditate on your 
majestic, glorious splendor and your 

wonderful miracles”  
(Psalm 145:5, NLT). Amen.  

Early Childhood Connections 

Sunday: 25th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time; Catechetical Sunday  Is 55:6
-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 [18a]/Phil 
1:20c-24, 27a/ 
Mt 20:1-16a 
 
Monday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-
3, 4-5 [5]/Mt 9:9-13 
 
Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 
119:1, 27, 30, 34. 35, 44 [35]/ 
Lk 8:19-21 
 
Wednesday: Prv 30:5-9/Ps 119:29, 
72, 89, 101, 104, 163 [105]/Lk 9:1-6 
 
Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 90:3-4, 5-
6, 12-13, 14 and 17bc [1]/Lk 9:7-9 
 
Friday: Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1b and 
2abc, 3-4 [1]/Lk 9:18-22 
 
Saturday: Eccl 11:9—12:8/Ps 90:3-
4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17 [1]/ 
Lk 9:43b-45 
 
Next Sunday: 26th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  Ez 18:25-28/Ps 
25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [6a]/ 
Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32 

First Reading 
While still in captivity in Babylon, Isaiah urged the 
Israelites to seek the Lord, for the Lord is near even in 
exile. When have you felt the Lord’s presence in dark 
periods of your life? 

 

Second Reading 
In his letter to the Philippians written from prison and toward the end of his 
life, Paul reflects on his spiritual dilemma between life and death. How do 
you work through spiritual dilemmas? 
 

Gospel Reading 
Jesus’ parable of the workers in the vineyard of the Lord offers us important 
insights into the Kingdom of Heaven and God’s generosity. To whom do you 
think this parable is unsettling? 

Optimism grounded in hope  

“I am fundamentally an optimist,” said anti-apartheid leader Nelson Mandela. 
“Part of being optimistic is keeping one’s head pointed toward the sun, one’s 
feet moving forward. There were many dark moments when my faith in 
humanity was sorely tested, but I would not and could not give myself up to 
despair.”  
 
Some say optimism is naive, “a generic good idea about the future” (Walter 
Brueggemann, Reverberations of Faith), and distinguish it from hope. But 
Mandela’s 27 years in prison and other sufferings would indicate that, in his 
case, optimism is anchored in deep hope.  
 
Our hope is grounded in God’s power to bring life from death, primarily in 
Jesus’ resurrection, and in other acts of deliverance. God brings joy from 
sorrow, healing from brokenness, love from hate. We can’t fathom what 
goodness awaits us down the road (Could Mandela, in prison, imagine 
becoming South Africa’s first black president?!), so we keep looking up and 
moving forward. Such optimism is rooted in profound hope — and is a gift of 
God.  

Safety Protocols – Small Class Sizes  
 

ECC has several openings in each age group! If your 
little one is ready for learning and time with friends, 
consider ECC. We welcome children 12 months to 5 

years old by September 1. This fall we are offering 2- and 3-days classes, 
Tuesday and Thursday or Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  
 
Please click the Education tab on St. B’s website for more information.  
Please call or email Jennifer Nevins today to schedule a tour at 281-486-
0337 ext. 114 or nevinsj@stbchurch.org  

mailto:nevinsj@stbchurch.org
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Join us for Whole Family 

Catechesis! Register online 

and be on the lookout for 

our FlockNotes every 

Friday once you are 

registered. We have 

something for everyone in 

your family, from Pre-K to 

Adults.  

 

If you have any questions 

about Faith Formation this year, please email us at 

crewsm@stbchurch.org  

General News Faith Formation 

Grief and Loss Support Group  

 
The Grief and Loss Support Group will resume their 
monthly meetings beginning on Wednesday, October 7, 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Brandsma Building.  If you are 
suffering loss of any kind and are asking yourself 
questions like “What do I do now?”  “When will the 
pain stop?”  “Why me?” or “Why now?”  this group is 
here for you. Contact Deacon Kevin for more 
information.  woodvinek@stbchurch.org or call  486-
0337 x104 

Adult Spiritual Life 

Confirmation 2021 
 
St. Bernadette’s Youth Confirmation program is a multi-
year journey.  The Confirmation program works in 
conjunction with St. B's Life Teen Faith Formation 
program.  The student will need to be currently 
registered in Life Teen and would have completed the 
prior year's Life Teen program (typically their Freshman 
year). During their second year (typically their 
Sophomore year) of Life Teen, they will begin to take 
Confirmation specific classes, attend a Confirmation 
retreat, and complete service to the parish and 
community; this will will last into their third year 
(typically their Junior year) of Life Teen. 
 
Deadline for Confirmation registration, for those at least 
in the 10th grade who wish to be confirmed in November 
of 2021, is September 30. 

Registration is online. https://www.stbchurch.org/
registration-1 
 
The first workshop is October 11th.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Deacon Kevin 
Woodvine at woodvinek@stbchurch.org or 281-486-
0337 ext. 104 

See “General News” 
for general Faith 
Formation information. 
 

• JrHigh Faith 
Formation is at 
home and virtual this fall.   

=> If you have registered for Faith Formation: 
Go to www.stbchurch.org => Education => 
WFC Online.  You should have received a 
Flocknote with the access code.  We will have 
material pick-up for paper copies, journals, and 
more – watch your email for pick-up date and 
time. 

=> If you have not registered yet, it’s not too 
late.  Go to www.stbchurch.org => Education 
=> Faith Formation Registration 

 
•  Our first LIVE JrH Zoom Call is next Sunday, 

September 27, at 4:00.  Watch your email and the 
website for details. 

 

• Important Note about our website:  We are 
continuously improving and updating the content of 
our website.  In order to get the most up-to-date 
information, refresh your screen often when you enter 
the webpage (that’s the circle with the arrow in the 
upper left of your browser screen.) 

 

• If you are not getting the Flock Notes, go to the 
webpage, “About Us,” “Helpful Links” and fill out the 
boxes at the top with your name and email address. 

 
Questions?  email me  bartosm@stbchurch.org 
Marianne Bartos, JrHigh FF 

Jr. High Faith Formation 

https://www.stbchurch.org/registration-1
https://www.stbchurch.org/registration-1
http://www.stbchurch.org
http://www.stbchurch.org
mailto:bartosm@stbchurch.org
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Thank you to everyone who has been so helpful to those 
in need by making donations to Christian Action.  If you 
are able to donate, items are accepted on Tuesdays from 
9:30-11 a.m.  The most needed items are:    
• Toilet Paper 
• 16 oz. Shampoo 
• 24 oz. Dish Soap 
• Diapers (all sizes) 
• Adult Diapers 
• Pancake Mix 
• Packaged Spaghetti 
• 24 oz. can Pasta Sauce (no glass please) 
At this time Christian Action is not receiving clothing, 
please do not leave any clothes outside.   Thank you for 
your generosity! 
 
Our Christian Action Ministry 
continues to reach out to our 
community in a socially distant 
way, by handing out food bags 
in a drive-up style every 
Thursday from 9:30– 11:00 a.m.   

Christian Action 

A prayer for Uncertain Times 

Loving St. Therese, the Little Flower, we turn to you 
during this time of uncertainty. 

Help us to find hope and comfort in your “Little Way” 
during this Coronavirus outbreak. Watch over those who 
are working endlessly to find a cure. 

Guide the medical professionals and first responders. 
Keep those who are at risk in your loving arms. 

Little Flower, intercede for us and our intentions, 

That we will continue to feel God’s love at this time. 

St. Therese of the Child Jesus, help us to navigate this 
dark night 

Just as you did when you were suffering. 

Shower us with your roses from heaven now and forever.  

Amen. 
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RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

Be Sure to Look the Part 
 
I used to coach my oldest son in soccer when he was younger. As he got older, he would go to tryouts for select 
and high school teams. I was no longer the coach, but I always shared with him one piece of advice before any 
tryout: Be sure to look the part. I told him that if he showed up looking like a soccer player, there was an 
increased chance of him being seen as a soccer player. If he showed up looking like a kid that plays soccer in 
video games as opposed to the real thing, he might not be taken seriously. As he grew older, that same advice 
was then applied to getting a job. It’s advice I have heeded myself all my life. You can even say it is like 
another common phrase: “Fake it till you make it.” 
 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we certainly do not want to fake it, but we do need to look the part. The world 
looks at those of us who proclaim to be Christians to see if there is anything to this 
way of life. If they see us looking and acting like people transformed by Jesus Christ, they will be more likely 
to take Christianity seriously. If they look at us and see nothing different, then they can easily conclude that 
there is nothing different about Jesus Christ. He just becomes simply another religious figure of history. Can the 
world see the power of Christ in you? How will  you look the part? 
– Tracy Earl Welliver 

EVERYDAY  



PLEASE REMEMBER OUR PARISHIONERS: 

Marlene Goduto, 09/20/2000; Coleen Houser, 

09/21/1992; Tex Morrison, 09/21/2002; Shellie Martin, 

9/21/2018; Donald Miller, 09/22/1986; Marion Spears, 

09/22/1997; Lollie Belle Bienvenu, 09/22/2003; Joan 

Fulton, 09/24/1991; Rosemary Coyle, 09/24/2001; 

John Martin Jr., 09/25/2002; Curtis Vetter, 09/26/1987  

on the anniversaries of their entrance into Heaven. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
Encourage Deeper 

Understanding of Scripture 
 
If I work for five hours, I expect to 
get paid for five hours. If I work for 
two, I expect to get paid for two. 
What if we worked for a company 
that paid everyone the same amount 
regardless of how long they worked? 
How would we feel going home with 
the same pay for working eight hours 
as my co-worker did for working only 
two hours? Secular wisdom would 
have a huge problem with this and a 
visit to the Labor Board would 
quickly pursue. But this is God’s 
wisdom and God’s ways. 
 
We sometimes think that if we 
pray more, better, or more 
fervently and go over and above 
with the practice of our faith, God 
will somehow reward us and 
present us with some kind of 
merit badge. We are so wrong. 
Spiritual practices have only one 
true purpose: to deepen our love 
for God. In deepening our love 
for God, we also increase our 

ability to see God’s presence around 
us, living life more purposefully and 
contemplatively. What if God chooses 
to treat someone who has come on the 
scene of faith later in life the same as 
someone who has devoted their whole 
lives to it? Does it really matter? If we 
have the merit badge notion of faith, 
we can find ourselves feeling a little 
arrogant and even jealous of folks 
who have not followed the same path 
that we have. We can even see 
ourselves as the privileged few who 
have a corner on the faith and fully 
possess it. 
 
That thinking doesn’t square with 
God. God is all about mercy in 

abundance and is ready to take 
anyone to himself regardless of when 
they come. He is only happy that they 
have come home and delights in their 
return. After all, if you really and 
truly love someone, does it matter 
what they will give you in return or 
what you receive as a benefit? If 
relationships were assessed based 
upon productivity, they would lack 
authentic love. We invest too much 
self interest in our prayer and neglect 
to see it as an opportunity to pursue 
our Lover and deepen the intimate 
bond we have with God. 
 
When we breathe our last, all that is 
of consequence is union with God. If 

my love for God is real, I am going 
to want to live the Gospel, abide by 
the commandments, practice my 
faith, forgive and love my 
neighbor, and care for the 
environment, regardless of how 
much time it takes or benefits me. 
We want God to think and behave 
as we do, and in doing so, we set 
ourselves up for disappointment. 
God has a totally different agenda 
and that’s okay. 

St. Bernadette Catholic Church                              www.stbchurch.org 

Nature is filled with words of love, but how can we 
listen to them amid constant noise, 
and interminable and nerve-wracking 
distractions?  
 
-Pope FrancisVerified 
account@Pontifex 

THANK YOU SPONSORS AND PARISHIONERS!  

 
Tina Watson with LPi works very hard on our bulletin 
sponsorship page.  If you have a small or large business , 
‘In Loving Memory’ or ‘Pray for our Parish’, please 
consider a sponsorship.  
 
The bulletin sponsorship includes color ads, four changes a 
year , free ad design , *15% OFF , *13th and 14th month 
FREE.     *(Limited time).  
 
Please use the sponsors on the back pages if you need a 
service.  Support our Parish.  
 
Tina can be reached at 512-431-
9413 or twatson@4lpi.com  

 
 

 

https://twitter.com/Pontifex
https://twitter.com/help/verified
https://twitter.com/help/verified
https://twitter.com/Pontifex
mailto:twatson@4lpi.com
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www.stbchurch.org  
=> news & events => calendar 

www.facebook.com/stbhouston 

See What’s Happening 
in the Parish! 

http://www.facebook.com/stbhouston

