
15500 EL CAMINO REAL |  HOUSTON ,  TEXAS 77062 | 281-486-0337 | WWW .STBCHURCH .ORG 

OCTOBER 11, 2020 

 
CLERGY 

Robert Barras

 
CURRENT PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday       

9 a.m.-12 noon 
 
MASS SCHEDULE   
Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m. 
Wednesday 7 p.m. followed by 

Adoration. 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 
Sunday: 9 a.m., 12 noon, 5:30 p.m. 
Recorded Mass at www.stbchurch.org 
 
RECONCILIATION 
Wednesdays 6-6:30 p.m. 
Or by appointment. 
 
BAPTISM 
To begin the process of having your 
child baptized, please call the office. 
 
FUNERALS  
Please contact the parish office if there 
is a death in the family.  The parish will 
cooperate with funeral arrangements.  A 
priest will assist the family with funeral 
preparations. 
 
MARRIAGE 
It is necessary for couples to contact the 
parish when the engagement is made.  
You should be a registered active 
member of the parish.  Allow six to nine 
months for preparation for the 
sacrament. Extra time must be allotted if 
either of the parties has been married 
before. 
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Jesus’ parable of the wedding feast speaks to the importance 
of being properly prepared for the return of Christ. How would 
you assess your own spiritual readiness for Jesus’ Second 
Coming and the final judgment? 



Faith Commitment of Treasure 

Do you remember a time when you 
spent much time or money on a 
surprise or gift for someone else and 
they failed to appreciate it? We do 
open ourselves up to disappointment 
if our expectations do not match the 
response. Perhaps we reached down 
deep to share a part of ourselves only 
to encounter apathy and insensitivity. 
That can hurt even if the person 
ignoring our gesture meant no ill will 
toward us. 
 
What must God feel like when we 
fail to respond to what He has done 
for us. We probably do not 
purposefully slight God, but perhaps 
we are so busy and mindless that it 

becomes impossible to be responsive 
and mindful. We can miss the gift of 
God which is right before our eyes. 
 
It is very difficult to be a good 
steward if we do not intentionally 
choose to be mindful. We miss the 
important stuff in life, and we 
neglect those placed in our path as 
gifts to enrich our lives. If we are to 
live as Jesus asks, we must work on 
focusing our eyes of faith on the 
things that matter and the gifts we 
have been given. If we are made in 
the image of God, I suppose we can 
guess how God might feel when His 
gifts are not acknowledged, or His 
love not returned. If I reflect on the 

One who loves me more than 
anyone, how can I choose to not 
offer my love in return? 
 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 

Month of September, 2020 
Mail in/Mass Contributions  $ 46,544.10 
Faith Direct  54,924.80 
Total Collection  $101,468.90 
Budget  119,930.43 
Over (under) budget  $(18,461.53) 
 
Thank you for your continued commitment to St. Bernadette Parish.  We 
pray for your continued generous support of God’s work here at St. 
Bernadette.  With more people staying home to protect their health, we 
wanted to remind you we have online giving through Faith Direct. Go to 
www.stbchurch.org => News & Events => Giving for more details or 
call the parish office. 

Grief and Loss Support Group 
At this time, we are not meeting in-
person.  We are exploring virtual meeting 
options. If you would be interested in meeting 
virtually or attending an in-person meeting 
when we are able to do so, please contact 
Deacon Kevin at: woodvinek@stbchurch.org 
or 281-486-0773 ext. 104 

Respond with Love 

Adult Spiritual Life 

 
The Catholic Community of St. Bernadette 
Church is  
pleased to have 
you join us.  
 

Parish 
Orientation 
Please join us for 
a virtual or 1-1 
(with social 
distancing) 
parish 
orientation 
especially 
designed for 
individuals 
interested in 
joining the parish and for those who are 
newly registered.  Meet parish staff, learn 
about parish ministries and/or take a 
walking tour of the grounds.  Please contact 
Suzanne Staron at 281-486-0337 x110 to 
schedule an orientation.   

Welcome 

mailto:woodvinek@stbchurch.org


 

 

 Our next LIVE event will be a JrHigh Zoom call on October 25, at 4:00. 
Watch your email and the website for details. 

 JrHigh Faith Formation is at home and virtual this fall.   

 If you have registered for Faith Formation: Go to www.stbchurch.org => 
Education => WFC Online. (WFC=Whole Family Catechesis) 

 You should have received a Flocknote email with the password to 
access WFCOnline on our webpage. 

 You should have received an email with a tutorial on how to access our 
webpage, Flocknote email, and the Pflaum webpages. 

 You should have received an email with the access code to the Pflaum 
Digital version of the Gospel Weeklies. 

 You can pick up a paper packet of the Gospel Weeklies and a journal 
and prayer booklet at the main office, Tues-Thur between 9 a.m. – 12 
noon (ask for Sandra), or email* me for a different pick-up time.  

 If you have not registered yet, it’s not too late. Go to www.stbchurch.org 
=> Education => Faith Formation Registration 

 Important Note about our website: We are 
continuously improving and updating the 
content of our website. In order to get the 
most up-to-date information, refresh your 
screen often when you enter the webpage 
(that’s the circle with the arrow in the upper 
left of your browser screen.) 
If you are not getting the Flocknotes, email* 
me. Questions? * email me 
bartosm@stbchurch.org  Marianne Bartos, 
JrHigh FF 

Calling all Pre-K Faith Formation 
families! Please email me at 
summaa@stbchurch.org images of your 
edible rosary, a picture of you with your “Flat 
Jesus” print, and an image of your sacred prayer space for addition to our PreK 
webpage. 

It’s not too late to sign up for Pre-K Faith 
Formation where your 2 ½ - 5 year old child will 
learn more about their Catholic faith. Pre-K Faith 
Formation this fall season will be conducted each 
week at home with engaging online and paper 
materials. Some of the resources include: videos, 
music, prayer, a story, and an interesting activity 
that introduces the Sunday Gospel theme. The 
online registration form can be found at https://
stbchurch.org/registration . If you want to learn 

more about our ministry go to https://www.stbchurch.org/pre-k-faith-
formation . 

If you have any question or are interested in volunteering in the Pre-K 
Faith Formation ministry please contact Aurora Summa at 281-486-0337 x 254 
or summaa@stbchurch.org  

Pre-K Faith Formation 

Jr. High Faith Formation 

Safety Protocols – Small Class 
Sizes 

 
ECC has 

LIMITED 
openings in most 
age groups! If 
your little one is ready for 
learning and time with friends, 
consider ECC. We welcome 
children 12 months to 5 years old 
by September 1st. This fall we 
are offering 2-and 3-days classes, 
Tuesday and Thursday or 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday. 

Please click the Education tab 
on St. B’s website for more 
information. 

Please call or email Jennifer 
Nevins today to schedule a tour 
at 281-486-0337 ext. 114 or 
nevinsj@stbchurch.org 

Early Childhood 

Connections 

Virtual Coffee 

Breaks 
 

Mondays, Oct. 12 & 26 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Visit and get to know other 

parishioners. 

 

Sign up for a link at: 

https://www.stbchurch.org/

time-talent 



Share Your Time & Talent  

Beautify the Church Grounds 

Individuals and families 
are needed to help keep 
the parish grounds 
looking nice and clean.  
Help 1 time or more.  
Come as your schedule 
permits to pick up trash, 
branches, pine cones, 
etc. on the lawn and in 

the parking lots.  Let us know you are interested in 
helping at: https://www.stbchurch.org/time-talent 

 

Sweep in Serenity 

Enjoy the serenity of working 
outdoors at the Church.  
Individuals and families are 
needed to sweep along the 
parking lot curbs. Help 1 time 
or more.  Come as your 
schedule permits.  Let us 
know you are interested in 
helping at: https://
www.stbchurch.org/time-
talent 

 

 

Lord, Hear Our Prayer 

Take time to pray for 
the requests on the 
Prayer Heartline. Sign 
up to receive prayer 
requests through 
FlockNotes.  

Do you have a prayer 
intention at this time? Send it to our Prayer Heartline 
at cantoybailo@gmail.com 

 

Assemble a Snack Pack 

As a safety measure, we are inviting 
volunteers to work on projects around the 
parish individually instead of in groups as 
we normally would do.  We would like to 
provide these volunteers a snack pack as 
a form of encouragement.  Snack packs 
are simple and fun to make!  Decorate a 
lunch sack with words of encouragement, 
artwork, stickers, etc. and put 2-3, store-bought, non
-perishable snack items in the sack (crackers, nuts, 
trail mix, cookies, chips, granola bar, fruit cup, dried 
fruit, etc.).  Please also include a bottle of water or 
gatorade.  Let us know you are interested in helping 
at: https://www.stbchurch.org/time-talent 

For more information contact Suzanne Staron at 281-486-0337 x110 or email starons@stbchurch.org 

Spirituality in the time of 

Coronavirus (COVID-19):  

Messages of Hope: During these 

difficult and trying times, priests of the 

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

will be offering spiritual reflection 

videos on Scriptures of the day to help 

us stand firm in faith and hope. New 

videos will be posted regularly. Find 

all the video reflections online at 

www.archgh.org/messagesofhope. 

Audio of the reflections are also 

available on our podcast channel via 

your favorite podcast app. 

 

 

Silent Retreat: Rules of Discernment 

2020 is a Silent Discernment Retreat 

for Young Adults ages 18-40.  Retreat 

will be Saturday, Nov. 15 from 10:00 

a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at Holy Name 

Retreat Center, 430 Bunker Hill, 

Houston, TX 77024 Here is the link to 

register: https://cvent.me/BNOeRW 

For more information, please visit: 

http://www.houstonvocations.com/

silentretreat 

Ignatian Silent Retreat for Single 

Young Adults: Retreat is for  single 

young adults ages 18-35. This is an 

opportunity to set aside some time for 

silence, to listen to the voice of God, 

hear inspiring talks and receive 

guidance for your discernment process, 

learn the tools of discernment, sharpen 

discerning skills, and have a one-on-

one visit with a spiritual director. 

Retreats for men and women.  The 

web link to register is https://cvent.me/

E5aeZm  For more information: 

www.houstonvocations.com 

News from the Archdiocese 



 

Monday: Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31—5:1/Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5a and 6-7 [cf. 

2]/Lk 11:29-32 

Tuesday: Gal 5:1-6/Ps 119:41, 43, 44, 45, 47, 48 [41a]/Lk 11:37-41 

Wednesday: Gal 5:18-25/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Jn 8:12]/Lk 11:42-46 

Thursday: Eph 1:1-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6 

[2a]/Lk 11:47-54 

Friday: Eph 1:11-14/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 12-13 [12]/

Lk 12:1-7 

Saturday: Eph 1:15-23/Ps 8:2-3ab, 4-5, 6-7 [7]/Lk 

12:8-12 

Next Sunday: Is 45:1, 4-6/Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10 

[7b]/1 Thes 1:1-5b/Mt 22:15-21 

 

Virtual Volunteer Training 

Take St. B’s Safe Environment Training 

Be eligible to volunteer in the future or be able to continue volunteering. Safe 

Haven is a 1 hour required training program for adult parish volunteers. The 

completed training is good for 5 years. To start the training go to: https://

galvestonhouston.cmgconnect.org/      For help or to check if you need the 

training email safeenvironment@stbchurch.org    If you need direct 

assistance, we can help you take the program at the Parish Office. 

Support St. Bernadette Church 

St. B’s Job Search Ministry 
 
St. B’s Job Search Ministry sends out emails  
with a weekly Scripture of Encouragement  
along with job leads.  To sign up to receive the  
emails, visit  
https://www.stbchurch.org/job-search-ministry 
   

Question: Does chewing gum 
break the fast before Communion? 
 
Answer:   If you look in Canon 
Law or in the Catechism, there is 
no mention of chewing gum. I 
guess it does not rate the attention 
of the universal church! The 
Church requires us to fast for one 
hour before we receive the 
Eucharist. Basically, we are to 
refrain from food and drink, not 
including water or medicine. There 
are also exceptions for people who 
are ill. Overall, the fast is intended 
for us to prepare ourselves to 
receive the Eucharist and in some 
small way to literally as well as 
spiritually hunger for what we are 
about to receive. Chewing gum, 
while not really food, does at least 
break the spirit of the fast. Besides 
that, it is a distraction and rude. 
What do you do with the gum when 
it is time to receive Communion? 
People have actually come to the 
altar chewing away, oblivious to 
what they were doing or Who they 
were receiving. At best, it is 
distracting and irreverent. At worst, 
it adds a barrier to giving our best 
to receiving God's best. 

 
Check out our new additions!  
Thanks to multiple Scouts 
working on Eagle Awards, St. B’s 
was the recipient of a new fence 
around the chiller as well as a 
small outside prayer area by 
Christian Action (back parking 
lot).  The labor and supplies were 
donated as part of the projects.  
We thank all the people who 
helped make these projects 
possible. 



God gives us an invitation to have an abundant life. The banquet is ready, 
and the tables are set. Come! There is so much to attend to in the 
everydayness of our lives. We have plans, after all. There is never enough 
time and so much that needs to be done. There is work, children, and 
grandchildren, paying the bills, planning for retirement, figuring out the 
details of our next vacation, making sure we are on top of our game with 
work, planning social engagements, 
answering emails, texts, and getting 
our latest pictures on Facebook. There 
is always something. What is this 
about some banquet? 
 
I need another party and commitment 
like a hole in the head. I can’t manage 
what I already have, and someone is 
asking me to do more! Seriously? I 
saw the invitation; I think it came in the mail the other day. Did I leave it 
on the table? Oh wait, it may have gotten thrown away. I can’t remember. 
In any case, I’m managing things pretty well on my own, I think. Thanks 
for thinking of me, but no thanks. My life is only as good as I make it and 
I have to be sure that all is in order! Oh, another invitation came today! 
This guy’s being persistent. Now, I’m getting angry. I wish he would just 
leave me alone and stop with this invitation nonsense. 
 
I woke up feeling a bit unsettled this morning. The kids have left the 
house, the grandchildren are busy with their lives, my retirement fund is 
losing ground, I’m worried about my health, folks have moved away, and 
I find myself alone. I am unhappy. I remember getting an invitation some 
time ago to a banquet promising new life and life in abundance. Did I 
miss something? I think I may have. I am finally discovering that life is 
not about me and my world. I think I’ve ignored the God who made me 
and the God who is the reason for my life, my hope, and my joy. It’s 
always been about me. I have not really discovered Eternal Love. 
 
Is the invitation still open? Can I come to the banquet? I think I’d like to 
come. 




