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CLERGY 

Robert Barras

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  
9:00 am until 12 noon 
 
REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE  
Tuesday and Thursday: 9:00 am 
Wednesday: 7:00 pm followed by 

Adoration. 
Saturday Vigil:  5:00 pm* 
Sunday: 9:00 am,* 12 noon and 5:30 

pm, followed by Adoration 
Recorded Mass at www.stbchurch.org  
*Live streamed on YouTube 
 
RECONCILIATION 
Wednesdays 6:00-6:30 pm, or by 
appointment. 
 
BAPTISM 
To begin the process of having your 
child baptized, please call the office. 
 

FUNERALS  
Please contact the parish office if there 
is a death in the family.  The parish will 
cooperate with funeral arrangements.  
A priest will assist the family with 
funeral preparations. 
 
 

MARRIAGE 
It is necessary for couples to contact 
the parish when the engagement is 
made.  You should be a registered 
active member of the parish.  Allow 
nine to twelve months for preparation 
for the sacrament. Extra time must be 
allotted if either of the parties has been 
married before. 
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Welcome to  

St. Bernadette Church 
Welcome as we gather on the 

second Sunday of the Easter season. 
Christ is risen! Alleluia!  

Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Easter 
(Divine Mercy)  Acts 4:32-35/Ps 
118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 [1]/1 Jn 5:1-6/
Jn 20:19-3 
 
Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-
7a, 7b-9 [cf. 11d]/Jn 3:1-8 
 
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 
1cd-2, 5 [1a]/Jn 3:7b-15 
 
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-
3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [7a]/Jn 3:16-21 
 
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 
9, 17-18, 19-20 [7a]/Jn 3:31-36 
 
Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-
14 [cf. 4abc]/Jn 6:1-15 
 
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 
18-19 [22]/Jn 6:16-21 
 
Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday of 
Easter  Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/Ps 4:2, 
4, 7-8, 9 [7a]/1 Jn 2:1-5a/ 
Lk 24:35-48 

Month of March, 2021 
Mail in/Mass Contributions   $ 45,818.48 
Holy Days                                                                    325.00       
Faith Direct                                                         58,246.80                  
Total Collection      $104,390.28    
Budget        119,930.43                 
Over (under) budget      $ (15,540.15) 
 
Thank you for your continued commitment to St. Bernadette Parish. We pray 
for your continued generous support of God’s work here at St. Bernadette. 
 
With more people staying home to protect their health, we wanted to remind 
you we have online giving through Faith Direct.  
Go to www.stbchurch.org => News & Events => Giving 
for more details or call the parish office. 
 
2021-Diocesan Services Fund 
As of 3/30/2021 
Goal                                                                 $ 180,000 
Paid to date   $   53,953    
Over (under) goal  $ (126,047) 

Faith Commitment of Treasure 

What a wonderful joy fills us today as we ponder the inexhaustible mercy of 
God. “Mercy is the heart of God,” Pope Francis tells us. The image of a heart has 
been used to point to the very life source of a person as it is the organ that allows 
life to flow through our veins and sustain us. Mercy is the heart of God. Imagine 
this dynamic, powerful, compassionate, piercing, embracing, loving, propelling, 
penetrating, absorbing, and enveloping, transforming presence of God flowing 
into the very depth of our souls. It is God’s mercy that allows blood to flow 
through our veins. It is God’s mercy that forms every atom of our being and leads 
us to what is true. God’s mercy reveals all superficiality and falsehood, and lays 
bare all distortions, empty promises, weakness, and sin. 
 
“Mercy is the force that reawakens us to new life and instills in us the courage to 
look to the future with hope,” Pope Francis continues. God’s all forgiving, 
compassionate love is with us.  When we finally believe and accept that Christ’s 
resurrected transfigured presence resides with us, we then find within us a strong 
confidence to accept life’s imperfections and disappointments and move on. 
Every day is a new adventure in new life. God leaves the past behind and opens 
doors to the future. It doesn’t matter how many mistakes we made yesterday. All 
that matters is what we do tomorrow and what we learn along the way. It is so 
easy to remain tethered and mired in the past, but there is no need to do so. God 
is all about tomorrow and the work God has yet to do in our lives. 
 
Mercy gives birth to hope. Hope for the greatest of sinners and hope for the worst 
of disasters. There is nothing God cannot do and nothing God cannot fashion. 
After all, everything we know and treasure was once nothing, and look what God 
did with the nothing God had! The resurrected Christ stands before us with nail 
marks in his wrists and wounds on his body as a testament that not even injustice, 
suffering and death can trample over and destroy God’s mercy. What have we to 
fear? Why do we keep ourselves from peace? Our lack of faith prevents us from 
going forward and fully receiving the holiness God desires to breathe upon us. 
Breathe in God’s mercy, allow the wind of God’s presence to kiss all of your sins 
and caress all of your fears. Exhale peace. 

http://www.stbchurch.org
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Join us for a fun Zoom meeting with Whole 
Family Catechesis (WFC) Pre-K and 
Elementary families on April 25 from 4:15-
4:45 pm. The topic will be Jesus is the Good 
Shephard. Watch your email and the WFC 
Online website for details. 

If you have any questions or are interested in volunteering 
in the Pre-K Faith Formation ministry please contact 
Aurora Summa at 281-486-0337 ext. 254 or 
summaa@stbchurch.org . 

Pre-K Faith Formation 

Believing in 
Sometimes we get caught up in thinking we need to 
understand God in order to have faith. But faith is more 
about trust than knowledge; it’s more about believing in 
someone than believing information. A child, for instance, 
doesn’t have to know the precise roads to Grandma’s 
house; he only needs to believe in his parents and their 
ability and desire to get him there safely. Similarly, we 
need not understand all the intricacies of how God works; 
we can take a cue from the disciples and let belief in the 
risen Christ transform and empower us. 
In the words of Madeleine L’Engle (The Rock That Is 
Higher): “The disciples did not bother to try to understand 
the resurrection body. They doubted, and then they 
believed. They believed something so wonderful that it 
changed this broken, fragmented, beaten-down little group 
of men and women in a moment from depression to 
enthusiasm, from despair to new life, vibrant and unafraid.” 

• Today is Divine Mercy Sunday!  Join us for a 
celebration of this amazing prayer experience at 
4:30 in-person at St. Bernadette, in the Parish Life 
Center.  This is a whole family event, open to 
anyone and everyone.   

• Upcoming lessons: 

 April 11 – WFC in-person – in the PLC – Divine 
Mercy Sunday event 

 April 18 – at home 

 April 25 – Join us for a Family Zoom 

 May 2 – WFC in-person event 

 May 9 – at home 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Gospel Weeklies “material pick-up.”  If you have 

not picked up the paper copies of the March 7-May 9 
Gospel Weeklies, and the saint of the week cards, 
send me an email to arrange a pick-up opportunity. 

 
Questions?  email me  Fossatic@stbchurch.org 
Many Blessings! 
Courtney Fossati 

Elementary Faith Formation 

• Today is Divine Mercy Sunday!  
Join us for a celebration of this 
amazing prayer experience at 4:30 
in-person at St. Bernadette, in the 
Parish Life Center.  This is a whole 
family event, open to anyone and 
everyone.    

• Upcoming lessons: 
April 11 – WFC in-person – in the PLC – Divine 

Mercy Sunday event 
 April 18 – at home 
 April 25 – JrH in-person – in the gym 
 May 2 – WFC in-person 
 May 9 – at home 

• Gospel Weeklies “material pick-up.”  If you have 
not picked up the paper copies of the March 7-May 9 
Gospel Weeklies, and the saint of the week cards, 
send me an email to arrange a pick-up opportunity.  

 
Questions?  email me  bartosm@stbchurch.org 
Marianne Bartos, JrHigh FF 

Jr. High Faith Formation 

mailto:Fossatic@stbchurch.org
mailto:bartosm@stbchurch.org
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Christian Action 
Families and individuals served by your Christian Action: 
 

 
 
Phone numbers for the food pantry: 832-915-5677, 832-915-5678 
 
Your Christian Action has re-opened the Clothing Pantry. We are now accepting gently used or new clothing!  
 
Christian Action donation drop off hours are Monday through Thursday 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. In an effort to protect 
your donations, please DO NOT leave items outside of the Christian Action building after hours. If the weather does not 
ruin them, the animals will get to them! Unfortunately, we do not accept large items or furniture. We encourage you to 
take large items and furniture to Interfaith Caring Ministries (281) 332-2025. 
 

In the spirit of giving, we thank you for your generosity! 
Together we made a difference! Because of your generosity, your 
Christian Action at St. Bernadette delivered over 200 boxes full 
of non-perishable items and toiletries to Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, our twinning parish. We had three full truck loads! 
 

Thank you for walking this Lenten journey with us, and 
helping to assist a neighbor! 

Date Families Individuals 
Supplemental 
Grocery Bags 

Fam Within 
our Zip 
Codes 

Fam Out of 
our Zip 
Codes 

February 2021 50 225 163 30 20 

March 2021 85 376 234 45 27 

A Summer of Gratitude 

We heard from many individuals and families who focused on 
gratitude during Lent and the positive change it had in their 
life. Therefore, we want to continue to encourage Gratitude, 
and that is why this summer will be known as: A Summer of 
Gratitude. 
 
We have several activities to choose from to help build, 
cultivate, and nurture a spirit of gratefulness. Please pick up a 
Summer of Gratitude booklet in the entryway of the church, or 
visit the Gratitude page on the St. Bernadette website to find 
activities, exercises, and videos.  www.stbchurch.org => 
Parish Life => Spiritual Life => Gratitude. 
 
Everyone is welcome to participate in our Gratitude Garden. 
More information can be found at the garden which is located 
in front of the church building. 
 
If you have any questions or would like additional information, 
please contact Deacon Kevin Woodvine. 
woodvinek@stbchurch.org or 281-486-0337 ext. 104. 

Be a caremongerer 
At the start of the coronavirus pandemic, a 
mutual-aid movement dubbed as 
“caremongering” quickly spread throughout 
Canada. Within 72 hours, 35 Facebook groups 
were launched so people could request and offer 
assistance. 
This altruistic effort is essentially the opposite of 
fearmongering. “We wanted to switch that 
around and get people to connect on a positive 
level,” says Mita Hans, who helped set up the 
first group. The movement, she adds, “spread the 
opposite of panic in people, brought out 
community and camaraderie, and allowed us to 
tackle the needs of those who are at-risk all the 
time — now more than ever.” 
One disabled man in Halifax who received aid 
through a caremongering group said it felt “like a 
hug.” That’s intentional, says participant 
Valentina Harper. “I think it is really showing 
people there is still hope for humanity.” When 
the pandemic is history, may we all continue to 
be caremongerers in our communities. 
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ECC Summer 2021 Program  
“EXPLORE…OUR WORLD!” 

 
“Explore…Our World” is filled with 

hands-on, educational activities based on 
the idea that children learn best when 

allowed to EXPLORE! Weekly themes include Land Animals, 
Plants and Nature, Oceans and its Animals, and the Stars and 
Space. Children will participate in fun and stimulating age-

appropriate lessons which reinforce readiness skills for each age 
group.  Every child will receive a book that goes along with the 
week’s exploration to add to their own library.  They will have 
fun and exciting lessons in art, music, creative drama, and PE. 

June 1 – 24 
4 weeks – 12 days 

Tuesdays-Wednesdays-Thursdays 
9:30 am-1:30 pm 

Up to 10 children in a class 
 

St. Bernadette Early Childhood Connections  
Summer 2021 Program 
“Explore…Our World” 

Tuition 
2- and 3-year-olds by Sept 1, 2021  $380 
4- and 5-year-olds by Sept 1, 2021  $360 

Registration fee $50* through 4/15.   
$75* on 4/16 

Sibling registration is ½ price. 
*Online registration fee amount is for Fall Registration. 

Please do not pay that amount. You will be emailed an invoice 
with correct amount. 

 
Explore is open to children who are 2 years old by Sept 1, 2021 

through age 6 by Sept 1, 2021. 
 

Registration is open!  
To guarantee your child’s placement, the FULL Tuition amount 

is due by Tuesday, May 4. 
Space is limited. There is a minimum number of children 

required to offer the program. 
 

Email Jennifer at nevinsj@stbchurch.org for the link for 
current families.  

New Families register online at www.stbchurch.org => 
Education => Early Childhood  Connections-ECC => ECC 

Summer Program 2021  
 

Registration fees, tuition fees and missed days are non-
refundable. 

The registration fees are associated with fall registration NOT 
the summer program. When you register, do not pay the fees. 
You will be sent an invoice with correct fees. 
Please pay fees within 48 hours.   

Early Childhood Connections 

The 2021 Baptism 
preparatory workshop 

schedule is:  
April 25, July 25, and  

October 24 
 

All dates are on a Sunday.  Workshops are from 1 pm 
to 5 pm.  Preregistration is required. For non-
parishioners of St. Bernadette there is a fee. 
Parents are encouraged to attend a class prior to the 
birth of the baby and are required to have completed a 
class within the past three years prior to their child’s 
baptism.  Godparents are encouraged to attend the 
class as well.  
 
For more information and to register 
please visit: www.stbchurch.org => 
Worship & Sacraments => 
Sacraments => Baptism => Infant 
Baptism Class Registration 

Baptism Workshops 

Anticipating life’s waves 
Joni Eareckson Tada, who was paralyzed after a 
diving accident, described swimming in the ocean as a 
child. Because the waves looked so high, her first 
inclination was to swim away from them. That, 
however, just left her tossed about and sometimes held 
underwater. “The best thing,” she discovered, “was to 
swim fast toward [the waves] and dive under them 
before they had a chance to break on top of you.” 
That’s true with life’s “waves of crisis or difficulty” 
too, says Tada. “The best way to beat those waves of 
trials and tough challenges is to face them. Head-on. 
Almost anticipating them. Sometimes I find myself 
literally diving into the middle of a problem before it 
has a chance to crash on top of me.” When problems 
are about to break on top of you, what helps you face 
them and stand your ground? 
—adapted from The Wired Word 



PLEASE REMEMBER OUR PARISHIONERS:  

Romaine Simon, 04/12/2012 ; Carroll Roark, 

04/13/1988; Dorothy Camelet, 04/14/2012; Andrew 

Dosal, 04/15/1985; Jesus Suarez, 04/15/1996; Virginia 

Lee, 04/15/2015; Steve Gonda, 04/16/2008; Marion 

Tompkins, 04/17/1996; Frederick Lamb, 04/17/2001  

on the anniversaries of their entrance into Heaven. 
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Grief and Loss Support Group 
At this time, we are not meeting in-person.  We are 
exploring virtual meeting options. If you would be 
interested in meeting virtually or attending an in-
person meeting when we are able to do so, please 
contact Deacon Kevin at: woodvinek@stbchurch.org 
or 281-486-0773 ext. 104 

 
They say seeing is believing, but if you’ve ever ordered a pair of pants online, you 
know that’s not always the case. Whatever the photos promise us, what looked 
like a perfectly nice shade of navy blue on our computer screens comes in the mail 

as an unusual shade of blue green that only appears in the giant box of Crayola crayons. 
 
The Apostle Thomas, who couldn’t bring himself to accept that Jesus had risen from the dead without seeing him, is such 
an utterly relatable figure in the Gospels. Thomas is still reeling from a loss — not only of his good friend but his Lord, 
who was taken prisoner and crucified before his eyes. Thomas is guarding himself. He’s not believing the hype. He’s 
going to be the only judge of what is real and what is fiction. 
 
Would any of us be any different? We’ve all had those thoughts. Can we believe it all — Jesus, salvation history, the 
Eucharist — when we haven’t seen it with our own two eyes? 
 
That’s when we need to remember that those two eyes were absolutely positive they had ordered a pair of navy blue pants. 
 
It’s easy for us to sit back stroking our chins in judgment at Thomas, “you didn’t believe the testimony of your friends!”, 
but do we accept the testimony of our friends? The saints, the popes, the Church fathers themselves? 
 
Sometimes the things that are most worthy of believing can’t be seen with the naked eye. 
 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

EVERYDAY  

St. B’s Cross and Crucifix Sale 
 

Add a wall Cross or Crucifix to your home or give as a 

gift!  There are lots of Crucifixes and a variety of crosses 

available including: Baptism, Confirmation, First 

Communion and any occasion. 

View items online  at www.stbchurch.org => Parish Life 

=> Groups => Vision Gifts.  Email Suzanne Staron at 

starons@stbchurch.org with the items you would like to see 

or purchase.  You may pick up at the church office during 

the week. 

Vision Gifts 

mailto:woodvinek@stbchurch.org
https://stbchurch.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3f6055862524f84c6b53b302&id=fb9bdcf529&e=c566cd1099
https://www.stbchurch.org/vision-gifts
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www.stbchurch.org  
=> news & events => calendar 

www.facebook.com/stbhouston 

See What’s Happening 
in the Parish! 

http://www.facebook.com/stbhouston

