
Reporting Abuse 

Types of Abuse:  

Physical abuse is an injury resulting from physical aggression. Physical punishment is the use of physical force 
with the intent of inflicting bodily pain, but not injury, for the purpose of correction or control.  

Sexual abuse of a child is any sexual act between an adult and a child, including penetration, intercourse, incest, 

rape, oral sex, and sodomy. 

Psychological abuse of a child is a pattern of intentional verbal or behavioral actions or lack of actions that 

convey to a child the message that he or she is worthless, flawed, unloved, unwanted, endangered, or only of value 

to meet someone else's needs. 

Neglect is the failure of a parent, guardian or other caretaker to sufficiently provide for the care of the child's basic 

needs. 

 

If a Child Discloses Abuse to You:  

You want to keep your cool by not panicking or overreacting. Don't criticize the child. Be careful to avoid making 

him feel guilty by your very line of questioning such as, "Why didn't you tell me earlier?" "Why didn't you say no?" 
"Why didn't you do this or that?" Remember to respect the child's privacy. They're not going to feel comfortable 

discussing this in large groups with a lot of people milling around. Assure the child that he or she is not to blame, 

that they are the child, they are the victim, and that what was done to them is wrong and the abuser is the guilty 
party. And last, listen to the child carefully. Be patient. They'll eventually tell you what you need to know. 

 

How to Report Abuse at St. Bernadette:  

If you suspect abuse or a child discloses abuse to you, you are required by law in the state of Texas to report. St. 

Bernadette’s staff is here to help you and walk with you through the process.  

1. If you suspect abuse or a child discloses abuse, first contact the relevant St. Bernadette’s staff member as 
soon as possible:  

- Pre-K Faith Formation: Aurora Summa, summaa@stbchurch.org, ext. 254. 

- Elementary Faith Formation: Courtney Fossati, fossatic@stbchurch.org, ext. 112. 

- Jr. High Faith Formation: Marianne Bartos, bartosm@stbchurch.org, ext. 113. 
- High School Faith Formation: Matthew Crews, crewsm@stbchurch.org, ext. 312. 

- Confirmation: Jason Honeycutt, honeycuttj@stbchurch.org, ext. 315. 

Note: If you suspect one of the abovementioned directors to be the abuser please contact the parish 

administrator, Kathleen Keating at keatingk@stbchurch.org, ext. 105. 

2. Together you and the director will report the suspected abuse to the Texas Department of Family 

Protective Services Commission (DFPS) utilizing the online form at 

https://www.txabusehotline.org/Login/Default.aspx 

 

3. The pastor and parents or guardians will be contacted by the parish staff about the suspected abuse; unless 

the parent or guardian is the suspected abuser. The reporter’s identity will be kept confidential.  
 

4. Following the reporting process, all information should be kept confidential.  
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