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Families are complicated systems. They can be the most transforming or 

the most hurtful of experiences. Our families of origin have a huge claim 

on who we are and who we will become. While families need to help us 

fulfill some of our human needs, this cannot be their sole purpose or fo-

cus. Healthy and happy families consist of folks who always have their 

eyes on the needs and best interests of the other individuals who make 

up their family unit. We live in the greater family of the world, which is 

also God's family. It can't only be about us. We must focus our gaze on 

the needs and well-being of our brothers and sisters. This whole seeing 

allows us to see others as God sees them. The Holy Family is the perfect 

example of how all families can work: our families of origin, the families 

in which we now find ourselves, and the family of our world. May we 

look to their example in helping us fine-tune our systems of family life so 

that God's presence can truly be revealed in and through them!  
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Scripture Readings 

Sunday, January 6, 2019 
Reading I   Isaiah 60:1-6 
Reading II  Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 
Gospel        Matthew 2:1-12 

 

We Are Family! 
 

    We all are part of a family, 

whether if it is blood related, school, 

work or parish we have each other 

to lean on. This weekend we rejoice 

as we celebrate the Feast of the 

Holy Family. This Feast was added 

to the calendar by Pope Leo XIII in 

1893 to highlight the importance of 

the Christian family and to point to the Holy Family as a model 

for all families to follow. In the first reading from Sirach, we read 

how a wise teacher offers a valuable lesson.  A family held to-

gether by love and respect will enjoy many blessings. In the Gos-

pel of Luke we read about finding Jesus in the temple. Twelve 

year old Jesus (this is the only story in the four gospels that por-

trays Jesus as an adolescent) is found in the temple by Mary and 

Joseph after being lost for three days. They find him sitting 

amongst the teachers, engaging them in questions and conversa-

tion. The Holy Family had their challenges like us, but they are a 

great model to follow. 

    We know there is no perfect family, we all face challenges 

every day. Let us pray for those families that are divided or ex-

periencing divorce, separation, drug addiction, abuse, or infidel-

ity. Let us pray that we all may become one.    We Are Family! 

 

Pastoral and Finance Council As we conclude this 

year of 2018, I would like to thank our outgoing Pastoral Council 

and Finance Council members for their leadership. Beginning in 

January we will be having combined Pastoral Council Meetings 

the third Monday of the month and a combined Finance Council 

meeting the fourth Monday of the month. During the transition 

each of the three parishes will be represented equally with four 

Pastoral and four Finance Council members to work to move 

forward transitioning into one faith community.  

 

Parish Improvements Our Maintenance Staff: Paul Denk 

and Jim Speranza recently replaced eight burned out lights on the 

altar at the Mother of Good Counsel church. We are also going to 

be purchasing a new hot water tank in the church basement. 

 

Catholic Education Plus Tune into KDKA Radio 

1020AM every other Sunday at 6:30 am for “Catholic Education 

Plus.” I host this weekly radio program to high light Catholic 

Elementary, High School and Campus Ministry programs and 

Faith Formation programs. 

 

Year End Donations As you make decisions on your  

year end contributions, please consider St. Bede, St. Charles 

Lwanga and St. James Parishes. If you would like, you can desig-

nate your donation to the Parish, School, or Parish Share. We are in 

need of purchasing a truck for our Maintenance Department to use 

for all three campuses. Any help you can give would be greatly 

appreciated. May God Bless you and your family this holy season. 

 

One Bulletin This is the final week for two separate bulle-

tins. Beginning next weekend the CCEEP Community will have 

one bulletin. Kathy Patton will become the new bulletin editor. 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 

 

Staff Changes As we continue to move forward to 

bring our three parishes in the Catholic Community of the 

East End of Pittsburgh (CCEEP) together as one parish fam-

ily, we are adjusting some of our staff positions: 
 

• Cheryl Halloran - St. James Secretary will be ending her 

employment effective December 31.   
 

• Cathy Raffaele - St. James Bookkeeper will continue in her 

role as part time bookkeper at the St. James campus plus also 

become the CCEEP Media and Communications Coordinator 

handling our website and Facebook page. 
 

• Joyce Broadus - St. Charles Lwanga bookkeeper will con-

tinue in her role as bookkeeper and also part time secretary at 

the St. Charles Lwanga parish office.  
 

• We welcome Stephanie Michael as the new Principal of 

Sister Thea Bowman Catholic Academy.  

 

Something to Think About… 
All our dreams can come true- 

if we have the courage to pursue them.      - Walt Disney 

 
With God, All Things Are Possible! 

 

Fr. Tom Burke 

Administrator 

E-Mail: tburke@diopitt.org 

www.cceepgh.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   The bible tells us very little about the fam-

ily life of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph as they 

formed their home in Nazareth. We know 

that Jesus was presented in the temple in 

accordance with the custom of the law, that 

he grew strong and was filled with wisdom, and that he 

stayed behind at the temple in Jerusalem to discourse with 

the elders and scholars of the law. Much else is left to our 

imagination. The Holy Family was certainly unconventional, 

composed of a virgin mother, a child conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, and a foster father who loved the child as if he was his 

own. The Holy Family becomes our inspiration as we form a 

family of faith in our parishes and parish groupings. While 

our faith communities undergo change as part of the On Mis-

sion for The Church Alive! initiative, the work of building up 

the family of the Church continues in earnest. May the ex-

ample and intercession of the Holy Family support us in this 

important work. Visit onmissionchurchalive.org to learn 

more and to stay informed. 

Sunday, December 30, 2018 
Reading I   1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28 
Reading II  1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 
Gospel        Luke 2:41-52 

mailto:tburke@diopitt.org
http://www.cceepgh.com
http://www.onmissionchurchalive.org


       ST. CHARLES LWANGA CAMPUS                                     ST. JAMES CAMPUS                  

OUR CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 
 

 Christmas Flower Memorial Board  Names are listed 

alphabetically by the donor and are posted in the church at the 

center break on the organ/choir side of the church. 
 

 Calendars are available at the entrances of the church. As in 

the past, they are supplied through the generosity of our local 

funeral directors. If you wish to leave a donation, it will be 

given to our Social Services Ministry. We thank Patrick T. 

Lanigan and Thomas L. Nied for their generous support of these 

Catholic calendars free to our parishioners.  
 

 Living Faith Booklets for the months of Jan., Feb., and   

March are available for your daily reflections at the entrances. 
 

Epiphany Liturgies - Jan. 5/6, 4:00 pm and 10:00 am.     

      Epiphany Party, Sunday, 11:00 am -  including all of your 

favorites, piñata, fortunes, cake, and the 3 kings. All are invited 

to bring a dish or dessert to share. 

 

Farwell & Thank You to Josie Bryant, 

our St. James Social Services Minister for these 

past 17 years. She will be greatly missed 

especially by those she worked with and served 

in the Wilkinsburg community. 

Until a new staff member is hired to 

coordinate the social ministry for the 

CCEEP, volunteers will continue the 

services provided at our Ministry Center. 

If you are interested in helping out over the next few months, 

Please contact Evelyn Christie at 412.559.7486 or call the 

Ministry Center at 412.241.1309. 

 

Magi Tree Summary Thank you to all of our elves 

who helped make some Wilkinsburg resident’s Christmas a 

little brighter! A total of 155 gifts were distributed. The 

recipients were children from our Mary’s Child Program, Food 

Bank, Hosanna House, Village of Pennwood, and the 

homebound members of St. James Church. Donated money was 

allocated to neihbors in need of assistance with utility bills. 

Your generosity is greatly appreciated! May you have a Blessed 

Christmas!  

 

Food Pantry Donations For the month of January, 

hot chocolate is requested for the St. James Paper Bank. Please 

place these items in the containers provided at the break in the 

pews. Thanks for your continued support of our parish pantry. 

 

Thanks to all who participated in letter writing last weekend 

sending a message to Governor Wolf concerning better 

prevention of gun violence in Pennsylvania.   

St. Charles Lwanga       12/16 

Offertory                  $1,896.00   

Christmas Flowers         $160.00 
Candles                         $32.00  
 

Other Collections 

Jingle                                $36.00   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. James                    12/16    

Offertory                  $2,495.00   

PSP/St. James Campaign 

                                  $1,065.00  

Christmas Flowers         $735.00 
Christmas                    $103.00  

Solemnity of Mary       $12.00    

Book of Rem.                 $100.00   

Donation                          $7.50  
 

Social Services 

Poor of the Parish         $60.00    

Magi Tree                    $320.00  

Donation                      $100.00   
 

Other Collections 

Parish Debt Red.              $65.00  

Children & Youth         $12.00     

PIP/Haiti                          $5.00    

Questions about statements or cashed checks for the Church Alive 

Campaign? Please contact Letter Concepts at 860.828.5101. 

 

No Bible Study at St. Charles Lwanga Rectory on Mon-

day, December 31st. Sessions resume on January 7th. 

 

Food Bank The truck delivery is on Monday, December 

31st. Distribution to clients will be Wednesday, January 2, at 

SCL Rectory. 

 

December Birthday Celebration Our Birthday 

Celebration will beheld at Mother of Good Counsel Church fol-

lowing the 9:00 Mass on Sunday, December 30. Light refresh-

ments will be served. All are invited to attend. 

 

SCL Century Club Join Now! Dues are $100.00 per 

year, $10.00 payments may be made monthly. There will be four 

monthly drawings of $25.00. We are still looking for 58 mem-

bers to reach 100. Membership forms are available in church. 
 

 For the Sick & Shut In  Nicola Estes at Seneca 

and Dorothy Perkins at Presbyterian Seniorcare. 

 

Those Who Cannot Be With Us: 
Lauretta Ashley, Lillie Carter, Eugene Conner,  

Leola Cook, Esther Hackwelder, Agnes Koppolovech, Florine & 

Riggi Laus, Josephine Major, Ingrid Roberts, John Rosella and 

Andrea Ventomiller. 

 

Happy Birthday to our Sisters & Brothers of SCL 

12/31 Michael A. Polite 



COMMUNITY AND DIOCESAN EVENTS                                   
 

The Knights of Peter Claver Ladies Auxiliary 

Augustine Tolton Court 277 All are invited to attend the 

installation  ceremony being held at St. James on January 13, 

10:00 am Mass. The Ladies recently held their election of 

Officers for the years of 2019 and 2020, Marion Smith Reynoso 

was reelected Grand Lady. This chapter of Ladies originated 

from our churches in the St. Charles Lwanga parish and have 

been faithfully serving our community with hospitality, spiritual 

events and financial gifts. We hope you will honor them by 

attending this special celebration. 

 
Volunteer Opportunity Our friends at St. Bede’s have 

been volunteering periodically with the Produce to People 

distribution in Braddock. This is now an opportunity open to us 

at St. James. The next opportunity is at the Volunteer Firefighter 

Bingo Hall in Braddock on Saturday, January 5 from 8:30 am to 

noon. 8 Volunteers are needed to help to distribute fresh produce. 

This is a great opportunity to obtain service hours and to meet 

other parishioners while helping the Greater Pittsburgh 

Community Food Bank carry out this wonderful program. Must 

be at least 12 years of age. Please contact Paula Cerrone to sign 

up at pmcpgh@gmail.com. Learn soon about local opportunities 

to help with Produce to People here in Wilkinsburg. 

 
Does Your Marriage Need a Re-birth? Begin 

the New Year by making a new effort to renew your marriage. 

Retrouvaille has helped 10s of 1000s of couples experiencing 

marital difficulty at all levels including disillusionment and deep 

misery. For confidential information about or to register for an 

upcoming program. Please contact Retrouvaille at 412.277.3434. 

M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  h t t p : / /

www.retrouvailleofpittsburghinc.org/ 

 
Catholic Alumni Club of Pittsburgh is a non-

profit organization providing a framework for single Catholics 

who are free to marry in the Catholic Church. In addition to 

social activities, the CAC also provides programs of spiritual 

development and community service for it’s members. For more 

information or an application, go to their website: 

www.cacpittsburgh.org. 

 
St. Anthony School Programs Our Diocese is home to 

two nationally recognized educational programs for children with 

special needs: St. Anthony School Programs and DePaul School for 

Hearing and Speech. A special collection to benefit these two 

organizations will be taken the weekend of January 19 - 20. You will 

see a special envelope in your packet or may make changes o your 

Faith Direct account. Thank you. 

 
Rachel’s Vineyard  A weekend retreat for post-abortion 

healing is being planned for the Pittsburgh area in  May of 2019. 

For more information, call Toni Jester at 412.352.5348 or email  

toniafj1@comcast.net. 

 

If you are new to the parish, a fam-

ily friend or relative, an alumni of 

the parish or school, or a visitor 

from afar; we welcome you and 

invite you to learn more about our 

CCEEP parish community and family. Please see the front of our 

bulletin to visit our website or contact our parish office in the 

New Year! 

 

Octave of the Nativity Mass Schedule 
 

New Years Eve - Monday, December 31 

4 pm - St. Bede  (Fr. Tom) 

4 pm -  St. James (Fr. Taylor) 
 

New Years Day - Tuesday, January 1 

9 am - St. Bede  (Fr. James) 

10 am - St. Charles Lwanga (MGC)  (Fr. Cajetan) 

 

The Rectory offices will reopen on Wednesday, January 2.  
Please hold all rectory phone calls and office business until after the 

Christmas and New Year’s holidays. If you need assistance (only for  

emergencies) please call Fr Tom’s  office at 412.661.7222 ext. 207.  

 
To all who supported the Fair-Trade Fair  

project this year. It was a successful 

joint effort with over $7000 in sales 

benefitting many struggling crafts per-

sons and farmers in third world countries, Catholic Relief Ser-

vices all over the world. Proceeds included over $1400 being 

divided among Partners in Progress for their work in Haiti (St. 

James partner), Fr. Fred’s School in Uganda (St. Bede project) 

and the children of the Somali families helped by the people of 

St. Charles Lwanga.     

 

Welcome Mrs. Stephanie Michael We are 

pleased to welcome Mrs. Michael as our principal at Sr. Thea 

Bowman Catholic Academy. We wish to share some excerpts 

from her introductory letter to our school parents.... 

 

  I come from a family that strongly believed in the benefits of Catholic 
education and am proud to say that all of my schooling has been via 
Catholic entities in the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown. I received both 
my undergraduate and master’s degrees from Gannon University. My 
undergraduate degree is in Early Childhood and Elementary Education 
and my master’s degree is in Curriculum and Instruction.  
    I had the wonderful experience of teaching first grade, directly upon 
graduating, and then moved to Pittsburgh in the summer of 2011 after 
marrying my husband, Zachary. I was privileged to accept a teaching 
position at Young Scholars of Western PA Charter School (YSWPCS), 
located in Baldwin Township, during the summer of 2011 and was em-
ployed there for the past seven years.      
    Most recently, I was the principal at Saint Sylvester School located in 
Brentwood for the beginning of the 2018-2019 school year.  
 

Mrs. Stephanie Michael 
Principal 

Sister Thea Bowman Catholic Academy 
smichael@stbca.net 

412-242-3515 ext. 109 

mailto:pmcpgh@gmail.com
http://www.retrouvailleofpittsburghinc.org/
http://www.retrouvailleofpittsburghinc.org/
http://www.cacpittsburgh.org
mailto:toniafj1@comcast.net
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ST. CHARLES LWANGA   Dec 30                Jan 6 

Lector         4:00 pm   

                    10:00 am   

Patty M. 

Patty M. 

Moira H. 

Lois C. / Peggy C. 

Eucharistic  4:00 pm 

Ministers 
                    

 

 

                    10:00 am   

Mary C. 

Joyce H. 

 
 

Colleen R. 

Mara S. 

Katherine S. 

Evelyn C 

Cheryl H. 

Mary M. 

 

Les B. 

Bobbie B. 

Marion R. 

Bill T. 

Altar          Saturday 

Servers   
                       Sunday 

Baylie / X 
Team 5 
Michael A. / Sean 

Baylie / X 
Team 1 
Izieme / Tankermi 

Children’s  

Sunday Liturgy 

Tamara S. X 

Sacristans     Sunday 

Van Driver   Sunday 

Bill G. / X 

David A. 

George / X 

Matt K-S. 

Lector      9:00 am   John Williams Sandra Eyth 

Eucharistic 

Ministers 

Yvonne Cole 

Anthony Basilico 

Judy Prata 

Nora Orsatti 

Altar Servers  Geloria White Geloria White 

SATURDAY - Vigil: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  
(SJ)    4:00 pm  Patricia Retti  (Teresa & Tom Dristas) 
 

SUNDAY -  THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 

(SCL) 9:00 am  Living and Deceased People of the Parish 

(SJ)    10:00 am  Ernest Halle  (Jeanne Clancey) 
 

MONDAY - St. Sylvester I 
(SJ)    4:00 pm  Betty & Alex Polinsky  (Family) 
 

TUESDAY - Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
(SCL) 10:00 am  Living and Deceased People of the Parish 
 

WEDNESDAY - Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen 
(SJ)    8:00 am  Anniversary  Fr. Warren Metzler  (Mary Crawford) 
 

THURSDAY - The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
(SCL) 8:00 am  Louise & Joseph Heidenkamp 
 

FRIDAY - St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton 

(SJ)    8:00 am  Theodore Homol 
 

SATURDAY - Vigil: The Baptism of the Lord  
(SJ)    4:00 pm  Eleanor Andrews  (Family) 
 

SUNDAY -  THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

(SCL) 9:00 am  Dorothy Orsatti  (SCL Parish) 

(SJ)    10:00 am  Living and Deceased Members of the Parish 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

December 30 - January 5, 2019 

Sat.   
NO CCD Sun. 

Mon.   STBCA Closed 

NO Bible Study 

Tue.  STBCA Closed 

NO RCIA 

NO Wilkinsburg Vigil & the Environment 

Wed.  STBCA Closed  

Thurs.   

Fri.   

Sat. 

 

  

CCD                                               St. Bede 9:45 am 
Epiphany Social                  St. James Chapel 11 am Sun. 

Mass Schedule at St. Bede  
Monday through Saturday, 9 am 

Saturday Vigil, 4 pm   -   Sunday, 8 am & 11 am 
 

Reconciliation  Saturday 9:30 - 10:30 am 

   Message from: Fr. David Taylor, Senior Parochial Vicar 
 

    Today we celebrate The Feast of the Holy Family Of Jesus, 

Mary, and Joseph. Hopefully we are having time during this 

holy nativity season to see the face of Christ in others. There 

always seems to be a longing for much more than is before 

us. Saint Augustine a long time ago said we will all be restless 

until we rest in the Lord Jesus. While this restlessness is a 

lifelong endeavor we also take great joy that we can do this in 

the midst of our family relationships. As our Parishes prepare 

now to celebrate a new year 2019 we know that we have 

many challenges before us, but it is already a blessing that we 

have accomplished much during this past year. We bid fare-

well to some of our staff who are leaving us at the end of the 

year, and we wish them all of God’s blessings and we know 

we would not have made it thus far without them.  New Years 

is a time that people like to make resolutions.  Maybe one of 

the best ones that we can make, is to grow closer together and 

see Jesus in each of our neighbors. As we forge new direc-

tions we also want to hold on to the good things that have 

always been part of our ministries. A blessed and peace filled 

New Year to All of You.    


