

January 27, 2019



  Representative Conor Lamb
  504 Washington Road
[bookmark: _GoBack]  Pittsburgh, PA   15228

  Dear Representative Lamb:

In the mid-term elections last fall, one of the main concerns of the American people is expanding access to affordable health care.  As a Catholic, I affirm that health care is a basic human right.  I am writing to you today, asking you to make this basic human right a priority in your important public service in Congress.

Please do all that you can to guarantee affordable and high-quality health care for every person in our country.   Maintain the reforms in the Affordable Care Act that protect consumers, expand coverage and improve the quality of health care, especially consumer protections that shield from discrimination against people with preexisting conditions. Expand health care access to the remaining uninsured, including those left out of the Affordable Care Act.  Support funding for discretionary programs in the Affordable Care Act, including for public health and prevention, and for community health centers serving the remaining uninsured. Support the expansion of Medicaid in every state so that consumers may qualify for coverage based on their income, rather than family status or disability. 

I ask you to support policies that hold states accountable for using every tool available to conduct outreach and enroll all eligible people in the programs and benefits available under health reform.  Support efforts to strengthen coverage for children under the Children’s Health Insurance Program, Medicaid, and the marketplaces. Support policies that improve affordability and lower out-of-pocket health care and drug costs for consumers. Enact policies that address racial and ethnic health disparities.  Encourage legislation that addresses the significant social, cultural, physical, and economic barriers that continue to impede communities of color and others from obtaining affordable, quality health and mental health care. 

Please oppose restricting the availability of coverage and care for moderate and low-income people. Oppose any and all efforts to repeal the Affordable Care Act or measures to weaken the law’s goal of expanding affordable and comprehensive coverage, and particularly any attempt to repeal the ACA without simultaneously enacting new legislation to provide affordable and comprehensive coverage. Say no to policies that weaken the consumer protections in the ACA, including efforts that expand the sale of ‘junk insurance’ that does not guarantee coverage for those with preexisting conditions. Say no to restrictions on funding for the Affordable Care Act, including limits or delays in the availability of tax credit subsidies for moderate-income people to purchase insurance. Oppose policies that erect barriers to coverage and care, such as efforts to add work requirements, drug testing, or lockouts to Medicaid programs.  Oppose cuts to or caps on federal Medicaid funding or changes to the structure of Medicaid that would result in shifting costs to states and to the low-income children, families, seniors, and people with disabilities who rely on it.  Oppose restricting the availability of coverage and care for immigrants, unnecessary documentation requirements, and any other barriers to health care for citizens and eligible immigrants. 

I am eager to learn of the progress that you and your colleagues make on this critical human rights issue.

Sincerely,
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