February 24, 2019
Representative Summer Lee
501 Braddock Avenue
[bookmark: _GoBack]Braddock, PA   15104

Dear Representative Summer Lee: 
     As your constituent and member of the Catholic Community of the East End of Pittsburgh (St. James Campus in Wilkinsburg), I am writing to ask your support for the Buyer Beware Act, House Bill 12.  Human Trafficking is modern-day slavery; it is an evil business and one that largely operates underground.  Its victims are real people and have to live with dire consequences.   I was very distressed to learn that it happens right here in Pennsylvania; in our cities, in our small towns and on our many highways.
     I was grateful to learn that there is something that can be done to help end this scourge by demanding, updating, and strengthening our laws against the buyers, whose actions victimize young women, most of whom are between the ages of 12-14 years old.  This is why I am seeking your support for House Bill 12, the Buyer Beware Act.
     Passage of HB 12 would increase criminal charges making trafficking a first-degree felony (it is currently a second-degree felony if the victim is an adult), doubling the maximum amount of jail time for victims 18 and over.  It would make patronizing victims of trafficking a first-degree felony (it is current a second-degree felony), doubling the maximum amount of jail time.  
     HB 12 would increase fines from $500 to $1,000-$30,000.  If the victim is a minor, it would increase the fine to $5,000 - $100,000.
     Finally, passage of HB 12 would expand the definitions of the offense by adding “advertises” and “patronizes”, which would mirror federal law.  It would also add “should have known” or “recklessly disregards” to the definition of patronizing a victim of trafficking.  
     If you are not already a co-sponsor of this bill, please become one, support the bill, and seek the support of your colleagues.  I look forward to hearing what action you are taking on this critical issue.
     As a member of St. James Church in Wilkinsburg, PA, I’m committed to standing in solidarity with the most vulnerable members of our community.  
Sincerely,

Name:  ____________________________
Address:  __________________________
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