
St. Mary Magdalene Social Justice and Peace Committee Meeting Minutes 
 Thursday, Nov. 11 at 7 PM via Zoom 

 
Present: Tess Zangrilli, Joyce Rothermel, Michael Drohan, Holly Mohr, Linda Burns, Marion Smith Reynoso, Rae O’Hair, 
Emily Lippert       Excused:  Lois Campbell, Norma Caquatto, Evelyn Christie and Jim Ruck 
 
We welcomed new member, Tess Zangrilli. 
 

Opening Harvest Prayer 
 

Please be gentle with yourself and others, we are all children of the Creator, and none can say why some fields blossom 
while others lay brown beneath the harvest sun.  Take hope your season will come. 
Share the joy of those whose season is at hand.  Care for those around you.  Look past your differences.  Their dreams are 
no less than yours; their choices in life no more easily made. 
And give.  Give in any way you can.  Give in every way you can.  Give whatever you possess.  Give from your heart.  To give 
is to love. 
Care less for the size of your harvest than for how it is shared, and your life will have meaning and your heart will have 
peace.  –Anonymous 17th Century Sermon 

 
1. Accomplishments since Sept. 1:    Lois spoke at all the Masses Labor Day weekend on Catholic social teaching 

related to dignity of work; participation in APP speakers series in Sept., Oct., and Nov.; Racial Wealth Gap 
Simulation, Respect Life month observances – book study on Let Us Dream and weekly foci;  weekly bulletin and 
newsletter input, support of our Social Ministry Center,  participation in Stop Banking the Bomb pickets, 
participation in Wilkinsburg Affordable Housing Advocates, Sanctuary Project, CAT meetings and activities; 
planning of LGBTQ ministry, letter writing on Child Tax Credit and Global nutrition funding in Sept. and the 
environment in October; Wilkinsburg-Penn Joint Water Authority petitions; welcome to new committee member, 
Tess Zangrilli, preparation for Nov. letter writing. 

  
2. Monthly Collections:  December:  canned ham; January: hot cereal; February: toilet paper.  Discussed that there 

has not been a lot of participation in the weekly food donations.  Suggestions were to post it on the Facebook page 
and/or put it in the parish update emails that come out during the week. 
 

3. Letter Writing:  Nov. 19-20:  Topic – Expedited Canonization for African American Catholics directed to Pope 
Francis; writer – prepared by Baltimore Black Catholic Parishes; Sat., Nov. 20 at 4 PM:  Evelyn, Jim and Rae; 
Sun., Nov. 21 at 9 AM: Marion and Holly; 11 AM: Tess and Sylvia; Dec. 18-19:  Topic – Refugee crises to UN; 
writer -Michael and Tess; Sat., Dec. 18 at 4 PM:  Evelyn and Jim; Sun., Dec. 19 at 9 AM: Tess (possibly); 11 AM: 
Holly and Sylvia  Norma has some suggestions for letter writing that can be considered at our next meeting. 
Additional information on November topic: Ladies of St. Peter Claver are doing a campaign promoting sainthood 
for Fr. Tolton Augustos, one of the six candidates.  St. Benedict the Moor parish will join us in the letter-writing 
and also Sister Thea Bowman Catholic Academy and the St. Benedict the Moor school.  Update on topics we wrote 
letters about recently: The Child Tax Credit was enhanced during the pandemic.  It raised 30% of children out of 
poverty but it is time-limited.  It will only last for one year.  Global food aid bill hasn’t been passed yet.  The 
amount was increased from $150 million to $160 million.  We used to have an envelope for donations whenever 
we had letter-writing but we can’t do this now because we are not sitting down to sign the letters.  The cost of 
postage has been underwritten by parishioners.  Some people supply their own postage. 
Message from Fr. Tom (clergy team and pastoral council):  In 2022 letter-writing should be cut back to every 
other month or quarterly.  The committee discussed this.  Most people expressed an interest in continuing every 
month.  Joyce will talk to Lois about the position of the parish council.  Holly said we could do a hybrid with 
Catholic Social Teaching one month and then letter writing on that topic the next.  Holly and Linda said they 
would help develop this alternative. 
 

4. Peace Candles/Prayers and Peace Poles:  There was a small amount of negative feedback about this.  Not pursuing 
it at this time.   
 

5. Respect Life Month – Evaluation: Committee members thought that the month went well.  There was a good 
variety of topics.  Cathy and Jim created (with input from committee members) and printed materials each week 
for the bulletin and/or for distribution at the churches.  Mary’s Child appreciated the donations of baby/child 
items.  No other feedback had been received at the time of this meeting but feedback was received in an email 
from a new parishioner after the meeting.   “I also love the parishes commitment to social justice and serving the 
vulnerable.  Expanding Respect Life Month to include a wide variety of issues was a great example of this.  Having 
taught Catholic Social Teaching at the high school level, this was music to my ears!” 

 



6. Educational Efforts on Catholic Social Teaching:  Fr. Matthew has been addressing topics as they relate to the 
readings for Sunday masses and he has been having some conversations with Anne at the Ministry Center to 
connect some stories with Catholic Social Teaching.  There has also been some information in the weekly letters 
from the priests in the bulletin.  Michael mentioned that the former president of Ireland, Mary McAleese, gave a 
talk recently in which she said that the Synod on Synodality should acknowledge the universal bill of rights. 

 
7. LGBTQ Ministry Update:  There has not been a response yet from the bishop to the LGBTQ Ministry Committee’s 

request for a meeting.  The committee felt it was important to keep pushing at least until we get some response. 
 

8. Afghanistan Immigrants – Communication from St. Jude’s Social Justice and Peace Committee: At the suggestion 
of Norma (parishioner), Joyce emailed Dr. Yinka Aganga-Williams, a local doctor who is working with refugees.  
Her group purchased the Corpus Christi church.  She responded that she would be willing to have a Zoom talk 
with our committee on the topic of Afghanistan refugees, some of whom will be resettled in Pittsburgh.  Anne 
Scheuermann asked Fr. Tom about this.  He said he wanted to wait and see if some of the catholic groups in the 
diocese were going to address this issue, e.g., Catholic Charities or Holy Family Institute, and that financially it is 
not a good time for the parish to take something like this on. In the meantime, members of the St. Jude Peace and 
Social Justice group contacted Fr. Mele about their possible involvement with the refugees.  They have not 
received a response to date.  Joyce will stay in touch with the St. Jude group.  We could offer support through the 
Ministry Center and St. Vincent de Paul.  Some believe it should be a whole parish commitment and not just the 
social ministries.  Someone mentioned involvement with the Islamic Center. 

 
9. Community Outreach Updates: 

A. The Sanctuary Project: Annual gun buy-back program will be on Saturday, Nov. 13 from 10-1:00 at the 
Wilkinsburg Police Department and an event for giving booster COVID shots at Hosanna House from 10 – 2. 

B. Stop Banking the Bomb Campaign: Next events will be on Sat., Nov. 20 at 11 AM on the Southside, 18th and E. 
Carson Streets; Friday, Dec. 3, at 11:30 a.m. at the PNC downtown (Fifth and Wood Streets).  Preparation of 
Shareholders Resolution for 2022. 

C. Update on Affordable Housing: Some new and rehabilitated houses have been made available for sale at 
affordable prices recently.  Hosanna House has a program for this and there are other groups in Wilkinsburg 
that are working on it.  Hosanna House has a job opening for a liaison to interested buyers.  

D. Wilkinsburg-Penn Joint Water Authority (WPJWA) Update: Rae updated the committee (in an email).  The 
Our Water and Get the Lead Out campaigns have 3 common goals.  They are: End partial lead-line 
replacements, end water shut offs, and increase structured community engagement.  The next board meeting 
of the WPJWA will be on Tuesday, Nov. 23 at 7 p.m.  Community attendance is encouraged. 

 
10. Planning for 2022: 

--Role in Synodality Process 
--Racism – Possibly another Racial Wealth Gap simulation 
--Voter Education/Outreach for 2022 Elections 
--Environment – Joyce shared that the Social Ministries and Community Outreach Committee is forming a sub-
committee on the environment.  Tess and Rae expressed interest. 
--Peace 
This agenda item was postponed until the next meeting due to the time. 

 
      Announcements: --“The River of Fire”: A Special Advent Zoom Session with Sr. Helen Prejean on Sat., Dec. 4th.  The 
cost is $30.  Go to beatitudescentermb@gmail.com to register or get more information. 
--Annual commemoration of the church women martyred in El Salvador organized by Pax Christi will be held on 
Thursday, Dec. 2, 7 p.m. at Sacred Heart Church (St. Jude parish) but is only available virtually.  To register, go to 
www.associationofpittsburghpriests.com  
 

Next Meeting:  Wednesday, Jan. 5th at 7 p.m. via Zoom 
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