
St. Mary Magdalene Social Justice and Peace Committee Meeting Minutes 
 Wed., Sept. 1, 3:30 PM via Zoom 

 
Introductions, Opening Prayer and Agenda Review 
Present: Lois Campbell, Emily Lippert, Joyce Rothermel, Michael Drohan, Rae O’Hair, Norma Caquatto, Jim Ruck, Anne 
Scheuermann, Linda Burns, Marion Reynoso-Smith, Vicki Sheridan, and guests Tom Twiss and Paul LeBlanc 
Absent: Holly Mohr and Kristie Stagno. 

1. Accomplishments since July 7:   participation in CCOC Masses and panel discussions, weekly bulletin and 
newsletter input, support of our Social Ministry Center, support for Critical Needs Day by the Pittsburgh 
Foundation,  participation in Stop Banking the Bomb pickets, participation in Wilkinsburg Affordable Housing 
Advocates, Sanctuary Project, CAT meetings, planning of LGBTQ ministry, letter writing on Haiti and 
Effectiveness of the Senate, support for Discerning Deacons project, preparation for Labor Day weekend speaker 
at the Masses, new Committee member (Kayla Brandt). 

  
2. Monthly Collections:  Sept. – canned sweet potatoes and pumpkin; and Oct. – stuffing, and Nov. – fruit and 

vegetable juices (54 oz.) 
 

3. Presentation on the Green New Deal: Paul LeBlanc and Tom Twiss are members of the Pittsburgh Green New 
Deal which is a group which formed here last spring.  They came to our meeting to tell us a little about the group 
and enlist our support.  This local group is part of a larger movement which includes national and international 
groups.  They showed a short video explaining the Green New Deal which is a resolution that was put forth by 
some members of Congress.  It is not binding.  The UN report that came out recently called a “Code Red” for 
humanity because of the climate crisis.  There is still a short window of opportunity for us to do something about 
it.  It will take mass pressure.  One proposal is the Thrive Act.  Although it would be difficult to pass this legislation 
some elements are in the Biden plan.  The Pittsburgh Green New Deal is meeting with all kinds of groups 
(churches, students, unions, etc.) to try to get more people interested in this issue.  The group is planning to have 
a town hall meeting for the city and the county in November.   Two bills that have been written are SB 1525 and 
HR 2919.  These bills would provide $1 trillion per year for 3 years.  They would provide ways to move away from 
the use of fossil fuel entirely and help retrain workers that would lose their jobs.  After the presentation there was 
some discussion about how we could get involved and whether there are any Catholic organizations that are 
supporting this effort such as Catholic Climate Covenant or Network.  The Presbyterian church endorsed the 
Thrive Act.  More discussion to continue.  If individuals would like to contact either of the speakers, their contact 
information follows: Paul.LeBlanc@laroche.edu and ttwiss@pitt.edu. 
 

The Green New Deal resolution (116th Congress): 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-resolution/109/text 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-resolution/59/text 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-joint-resolution/8/text 

  
The THRIVE Act: (117th Congress) 

  
S. 1525 (117th Congress) 
Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/1525/text 

  
4. Letter Writing:  Fr. Tom asked if we would consider cutting back on the frequency of letter writing.  This was 

discussed but everyone felt the frequency was appropriate given the number of important issues.  Joyce will ask 
Fr. Tom is there was a reason he wanted us to do it less frequently.  There was also a discussion about the letters 
should directly state that we are Catholic.  There were different opinions on this subject.  Since the letters are 
available on the website in an electronic format, people can always edit them before printing and sending.  There 
was also a suggestion of making the letters easier to send electronically (click a button).  We probably don’t have 
the technological capability of doing this from our website.  Joyce will talk to Cathy about this suggestion. 
Sept. 25-26:  Topic – Child Tax Credit Permanent and Global Nutrition (Offering of Letters); writers – Kristie and 
Joyce; 4 PM – Evelyn, 9 AM - ____ and 11 AM - ______; Oct. 30-31:  Topic – Environmental Justice (see Thrive 
Act info shared by our guest speakers); Writers – Norma and Marion; 4 PM - ____________; 9 AM - 
______________; 11 AM:  ________________ 
Please contact Joyce (412)780-5118 if you are available to assist with the distribution of letters in Sept. and Oct. 

 
5. Anti-Racism Education at St. Mary Magdalene Parish:  Racial Wealth Gap Simulation – Tues., Sept. 28 from 7 – 9 

PM in St. James Chapel.  Jim created a flyer which will be in the bulletin soon.  A suggestion was made to send the 
flyer to Holly and to the St. Jude Peace and Justice group to invite them.  Joyce suggested that leaders from other 
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parishes could attend to find out what it is about but it would be better if those people took it back and offered it at 
their parishes. 
 

6. Peace Candles/Prayers and Peace Poles:  Adding them at St. Bede and Mother of Good Counsel?  People agreed 
that it would be a good idea to bring these things to the other churches in the parish.  Many people are probably 
not aware on the peace pole next to Sister Thea Bowman school.  We could make it more prominent.  It was also 
suggested that the peace prayer at St. James be changed in light of the ending of the war in Afghanistan.  It was 
decided that we would propose adding the candle and peace pole at the other churches to the Parish Council via 
the Social Ministries and Community Outreach Committee if they are agreeable.  Joyce will reach out to them. 
 

7. Respect Life Month Planning: 
Theme(s):  Let Us Dream – Book (by Pope Francis) Dissemination and Discussion.  Discussed having a book 
discussion during the month of October.  The book has three sections so it could be divided into three sessions.  
Michael, Jim and Linda agreed to lead the discussions.  We did not find a time for the series but the three 
discussion leaders will find a time.  The weekly focus for Respect Life Month will be as follows:  Oct. 2-3: Mothers 
and children with focus on Mary’s Child and baby shower.  Marion said she would look for some paperwork she 
had related to a grant that was written in the past to get some funding for Mary’s Child.  She thinks another grant 
could be obtained from the same funder.; Oct. 9-10:  LGBTQ people.  Vicki agreed to get the LGBTQ group to take 
the lead on this.; Oct. 16-17:  Refugees and migration.  Norma suggested contacting Dr. Yinka who is a member of 
St. Benedict the Moor and who works with refugees. Oct. 23-24:  Criminal Justice system reform and the death 
penalty.  Vicki agreed to work with Kayla on this as Kayla is very involved with this topic.; Oct. 30-31: Climate 
Crisis and Environmental Justice.  Possibly have Anne and Rae take the lead on this topic. 

 
8. Update on Educational Efforts on Catholic Social Teaching:  Fr. Matthew has been addressing topics as they relate 

to the readings for Sunday masses and he has been having some conversations with Anne at the Ministry Center to 
connect some stories with Catholic Social Teaching. 

 
9. LGBTQ Ministry Update:  Vicki reported that the group has been pursuing a meeting with Bishop Zubik.  Vicki 

will be speaking to two vicars tomorrow about setting up a meeting with the bishop.  There is an upcoming 
workshop for priests that will include the topic of LGBTQ people and the church.  The diocese is bringing in an 
outside speaker on the topic.  Vicki will suggest that some local parishioners be involved as well. 
 

     10.  Community Outreach Updates: 
A. The Sanctuary Project:  No update. 
B. Stop Banking the Bomb Campaign: Next events will be on Friday, Sept. 3, at 11:30 a.m. at the PNC downtown 

(Fifth and Wood Streets) and Sat., Sept. 18 at 11 AM at PNC, 4101 Butler Street in Lawrenceville.  Seeking 
donations for contracting for a second year with Investor Advocates for Social Justice.  Donations can be 
made out to Assn. of Pittsburgh Priests with SBTB on the memo line and sent to P.O. Box 2106, Pittsburgh, 
PA   15230. 

C. Update on Unemployment Compensation in PA:  Pandemic unemployment benefits end on Labor Day.  Still 
large back log of people awaiting benefits. 

D. Update on Affordable Housing:  Lois reported that there is a full-time position open for someone to link 
people in the Wilkinsburg community with affordable houses as they become available.  Looking for a person 
of color preferably.  See Lois for a job description. 

E. Wilkinsburg-Penn Joint Water Authority:  Lois reported that there is a petition to the authority asking it to 
stop doing partial lead-line replacements as they create more lead in the water lines.  Also asking the authority 
to provide some kind of customer assistance.  See Lois if you want to sign the petition. 

 
      Announcements: 

1. Association of Pittsburgh Priests (APP) Speaker Series 
On Sept. 8th Bishop Stowe will speak on synodality, 7 PM, register at www.associationofpittsburghpriests.com  
Oct. 7 Marie Dennis on Peace Begets Peace at 7 PM 
In November 3, Fr. Matthew will speak about being black and Catholic at 7 PM 

2. SW PA Interfaith Power and Life launch/ event (Cosmic Walk) on Wednesday, 9/22 from 5-9:00 p.m. at the 
Rhododendron Shelter (Lake Drive) in Highland Park.  Event will include a potluck meal and a cosmic walk.  
Water will be provided.  Bring your own plates, etc.  (a zero-waste event) To register:  
https://paipl.salsalabs.org/southwestpapittsburghpaiplchapterlaunch/index.html?eType=EmailBlastContent
&eId=15a0b7ac-50a7-40da-8227-33e084817593 

 
Next Meeting:  Thursday, Nov. 11 at 7:00 pm via Zoom 

(Agenda Item:  Planning for 2022) 
  Minutes submitted by Emily Lippert 

http://www.associationofpittsburghpriests.com/

