
Spiritual Enrichment Ministry Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, August 11, 2021 

1. We began with some hello’s and a prayer. 

2. Alpha Course progress:  

1. From Father Tom: I talked to Sue Ferguson from Alpha this past 
Friday and she is able to come and visit us on Monday, August 16 at 
6:30pm in the St. James Chapel to give a power point presentation 
on what Alpha is and how we go about establishing a “Core Group” of 
individuals to lead the program. I thought all of you would be good 
parishioners to attend to find out more about the program and see if 
we can develop of Core group of individuals to promote the 11 week 
program that would involve food and a round table discussion. Please 
let  me know if you can attend on Monday, August 16 to learn more. 

2. We received a parish Grant of $10,500 from the Our Campaign for the 
Church Alive fund to implement an Adult Faith Formation Program 
for our parish so this would not cost our parish anything. 

3. No one present at this meeting was able to attend on 8/16. We believe 
Dante will be attending.  

3. General caution: with the Covid vaccine available, we were looking 
forward to gathering in person again. However, the Delta variant (and 
other variants) pose a very real risk, especially to unvaccinated people, 
including young children. We discussed this briefly, and agree that we 
will have to plan for events being either both in-person and online, or just 
online for the time being. We will keep watching the situation via news 
report and what directives the Diocese of Pittsburgh issues. 

4. Faith Sharing and Word on Fire: these have both been going well. Both 
groups will be remaining online (as opposed to in person) for the time 
being. 



5. We next discussed ideas for events and activities for the coming months.  

1. Dante was unable to attend today, but sent an email with suggestions, 
including a praise and adoration event. We think this will be a 
wonderful idea when in-person gatherings involving singing are safer. 
We particularly think a Gospel music-themed event would be a 
wonderful idea for this event. 

2. We will ask Father Matthew to do an event on the meaning of the 
Mass for Advent. This would be a wonderful way to begin both 
Advent and the new Church year. Ideally, this event would be offered 
both in-person and online. Due to Covid, we would not serve food or 
drinks at the in-person event. If we’re able to move forward with this 
event, we’ll advertise that if it isn’t safe to gather in person, we’ll 
move the event to be online-only. We think Saturday, December 4, 
2021 would be a good possible date for this event.  

3. Another idea to explore is sending out a “Welcome Back to Church” 
postcard to every parishioner. We would theme this card along the 
lines of “Grateful for Our Parish Family.” The message would reflect 
that we’ve been through a difficult time, and express gratitude for each 
member of our parish family, and hope that gathering in-person will 
soon be safer. We will need to explore this idea further and bring it to 
Father Tom for approval once we have a plan, including an idea of the 
costs involved. 

6. Next meeting - we have decided to continue meeting on Zoom. Our next 
meeting is Monday, September 13 at 7:00 pm.


