
St. Mary Magdalene Social Justice and Peace Committee Meeting  
Minutes from Wed., Jan. 5 at 7 PM via Zoom 

 
Welcome, Opening Prayer and Agenda Review 
Present: Evelyn Christie, Jim Ruck, Fr. Taylor, Linda Burns, Lois Campbell, Joyce Rothermel, Michael Drohan, Tess 
Zangrilli, Kathy Haupt, Sylvia Francis, Rae O’Hair, Emily Lippert  
Excused: Holly Mohr 

 
Opening reflection from St. John XXIII: “Consult not your fears, but your hopes and your dreams.  Think not about your 
frustrations, but about your unfulfilled potential.  Concern not yourself with what you tried and failed in, but what it is still 
possible to do.  Now is the time to put aside past and present setbacks and failures and look with confidence to the new 
day called tomorrow.” 
 

1. Accomplishments since Nov. 11:    Support of our Social Ministry Center, participation in Stop Banking the Bomb 
pickets, participation in Wilkinsburg Affordable Housing Advocates, Sanctuary Project, CAT meetings and 
activities; planning of LGBTQ ministry, letter writing on African American candidates for canonization in 
November; support for Global Solidarity Partners during Advent; participation in SW PA Bread Team activities – 
planning meeting and meeting with staff of Rep. Reschenthaler; support for new Afghan family in Point Breeze. 

  
2. Monthly Collections:  February: toilet paper; March: cookies; April -laundry detergent.  These items are selected 

because they are things we have to pay for when we get them through the Food Bank.  Discussed that there has not 
been a lot of participation in the weekly donations.  Suggestions were to put it on the Facebook page and in the 
parish newsletter and to bring up some donated items at the offertory.  Kathy will ask Fr. Tom about doing this at 
St. Bede and Mother of Good Counsel.  Evelyn will ask Mary Murock at St. James to assist with restarting at St. 
James and Lois will ask Linda at Mother of Good Counsel to facilitate it there. 
 

3. Letter Writing: Jan. 29-30; Topic: Letter to UN and Pres. Biden about refugee crises; Writer: Joyce; Emily will 
organize getting letters run off and matched to envelopes.  Sylvia volunteered to help Emily collate letters/letters.  
4 p.m. Evelyn; 9 a.m.: Lois; and 11 a.m. Sylvia.  We discussed whether to offer letters every other month as 
suggested by Fr. Tom.  Lois said this has never been discussed at Parish Council.  We will run these new topics by 
him.  Feb. 26-27; Topic: Double-stacked trains going through the city; Writer: Will ask Mary Anne McNerney who 
suggested the topic; Evelyn will organize getting letters run off and matched to envelopes.  March 26-27; Topic  - 
Congratulatory letter to Mayor Ed Gainey and concern about some issues such as gun violence and affordable 
housing; Writer -Linda; Lois will organize getting the letter run off and matched to the envelopes. 

 
4. Synodality Input: Discussed what the parish process about synodality would be.  Lois reported that the Parish 

Council and other interested people would be having two meetings to plan the process.  These meetings will be on 
Wednesday, Jan. 19th in the evening via Zoom and on Saturday, Jan. 22nd in the daytime in person at St. James.  
Contact Lois if you are not on council but would like to participate in these planning meetings.  She said that the 
parish process will include individual input and also input from all the committees.  Council members hope that 
every committee will have a discussion on some of the synodal topics.  Lois is willing to work with a few members 
of this committee to prepare for our discussion.  She will send out themes and questions to all members of the 
committee.  Let her know if you want to work with her on this.  Jim emphasized that the key to the process is 
listening, not pushing some agenda.  We will have this discussion at our next meeting. 
   

5. Educational Efforts on Catholic Social Teaching:  Vicki Sheridan suggested to the clergy and Parish Council 
members about a book discussion during Lent on Catholic Social Teaching and Corporal Works of Mercy (Mt. 
25:31-46).  Fr. Tom feels that there will be too much going on during Lent especially with the synodal process.  
Another suggestion was to have the discussion in the Easter season.  Jim and Lois will follow up with Vicki on this 
idea.  The Committee is very supportive and wants to help if needed. 

 
6. LGBTQ Ministry Update: This group had planned a potluck for Monday, Jan 10th at St. James.  Due to the Covid 

surge, it was decided to postpone the potluck but still have a meeting without food on that day.  It will be at 6:30 
PM in the St. James Chapel.  People will be asked to wear masks and socially distance.  There will also be a 
meeting on Zoom on Monday, Jan 31st at 6:30 PM for people who do not feel comfortable meeting in person at 
this time.  These meetings are seen as part of the synodal process and people who have left the church are invited 
to attend.  Sign up on the parish website if you are interested in attending. 
 

7. Afghanistan Immigrants: A family of refugees (parents and 5 children) from Afghanistan have moved into the 
Point Breeze neighborhood.  The person who is renting to them has contacted the Ministry Center for assistance.  
Anne will be meeting with them now that the holidays are over.  Some parishioners are helping with rent for the 
first year.  The Center could assist with utilities, and other needs such as clothing.  We discussed whether we as a 



committee wanted to do anything to welcome them.  Several people suggested a shared meal but this is not a good 
time due to Covid.  Jim offered to write a letter of welcome suggesting that we could share a meal at a later date.  
We have talked about getting involved with refugees from Afghanistan before.  This could be a first step and we 
can discuss whether to get more involved in the future. 
 

8. Community Outreach Updates: 
A. The Sanctuary Project: Evelyn reported that the group will meet next week with a focus on planning the MLK 

Caravan of Prayer in Wilkinsburg for MLK day.  Fr. Matt will be involved in this event.  Details to follow.  
Evelyn also reported that there is a part-time job available for someone to work with young people playing 
basketball.  The job pays $14 an hour and would be about 6 hours a week. 

B. Stop Banking the Bomb Campaign: The next picket is on Fri., 1/7 downtown at the PNC headquarters 
(delayed to a later date due to weather).  The group met with a group of investor advocates this week.  Joyce 
reported that it was a very good meeting and that public awareness of this issue is expanding. 

C. Update on Affordable Housing: Lois reported that Wilkinsburg Affordable Housing Advocates will meet next 
Thursday, Jan. 13th.  A corporation has approached the Borough Council about forming a partnership to buy 
affordable houses that need work when they come on the market.  The Council has brought Hosanna House 
into the process as they have expertise in renovating houses.  The renovated houses would then be made 
available to low to moderate income buyers.  Hosanna House has bought up a lot of abandoned houses near it.  
They plan to build some new units that would be affordable for low to moderate income buyers and/or 
renters.  The group is also working on getting people on Section 8 to buy homes.  There is little awareness that 
Section 8 vouchers can be used for purchasing homes as well as renting. 

D. Wilkinsburg-Penn Joint Water Authority (WPJWA) Update: Lois reported that there will be a meeting of the 
Our Water Our Rivers campaign tomorrow (Jan. 7).  There was a meeting between the group and the board of 
WPJWA in December, but she was unable to attend.  The group wants WPJWA to do full lead line 
replacements instead of partial ones and to create a program to help people who cannot pay their water bills.  
The Ministry Center still has money available to help people with rent and utility bills. 

E. Pittsburgh Annexation of Wilkinsburg:  There was some discussion of the pros and cons of this.  The group 
that is promoting the annexation, the Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation, is somewhat 
controversial and it has become a divisive issue.  Most of the Borough Council and the new mayor do not 
support the move.  It is difficult to get unbiased information.  A judge ruled that the petition that was 
submitted by WCDC is valid so the next step is for the Pittsburgh City Council to vote on the annexation.  
 

9. Planning for 2022: 
--Racism: We did not have time to discuss this topic at length.  Holly Mohr, who works at Mary, Queen of Peace 
parish sent out an email inviting people to another round of small discipleship groups.  Starting the week of Jan. 
17th there will be a 6-week series of prayer, education, listening, and acting regarding racial justice.  The series will 
focus on scripture and the book Knowing Christ Crucified: The Witness of African-American Religious Experience 
by M. Shawn Copeland.  Meetings are on Zoom and there are 3 options: Wednesdays at 7-8:30 p.m., Thursdays at 
7-8:30 a.m., and Thursdays at 7-8:30 p.m.  For more information or to sign up, contact Holly.   
--Voter Education/Outreach for 2022 Elections: We could possibly work with some other groups that are focusing 
on this issue. 
--Environment – Joyce shared that the Social Ministries and Community Outreach Committee is forming a sub-
committee on the environment.  Tess and Rae expressed interest.  At the time of this meeting there was no 
updated information on this. 
--Peace: We did not have time to discuss this topic.  Linda, Jim and Joyce will meet to bring some ideas to our 
next meeting. 
 

 
Minutes submitted by: Emily Lippert 
 

Next Meeting: Friday, March 4th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

   


