
St. Mary Magdalene Social Justice and Peace Committee Meeting  
Minutes from Fri., March 4, 2022 at 7 PM via Zoom 

 
Welcome, Opening Prayer and Agenda Review 
Present: Joyce Rothermel, Michael Drohan, Holly Mohr, Anne Scheuermann, Evelyn Christie, Jim Ruck, Emily Lippert 
Excused: Lois Campbell, Linda Burns 

 
1. Accomplishments since last meeting:    Support of our Social Ministry Center, participation in Stop Banking the 

Bomb pickets, participation in Wilkinsburg Affordable Housing Advocates, Sanctuary Project, CAT meetings and 
activities; planning of LGBTQ ministry, letter writing on immigrants and immigration policy and safety inspection 
enforcement by the city on railroads; participation in SW PA Bread Team activities—seeking co-sponsorship for 
global nutrition resolution; welcome letter for new Afghan family in Point Breeze, participation in MLK Day event 
in Wilkinsburg. 

2. Monthly Collections:  April—laundry detergent; May—sheets (twin to queen size). Update on inclusion of donated 
items in the offertory procession.  No one present at meeting who planned to discuss this with Fr. Tom.  Evelyn 
said she would discuss it with him next Saturday at St. James mass. 

3. Letter writing: March 26-27—To Biden, Ukraine situation (humanitarian concerns, improving relations with 
Russia). Letter writer: Michael.  Lois will coordinate getting the letters run off and collated.  Jim and Evelyn could 
distribute letters after 4:00 mass on March 26th.  Need to identify persons to distribute after the 9 AM Mass - 
______________ and 11 AM Mass - ____________.  April 23-24—Congratulatory letter to Mayor Gainey 
and concern about some issues such as gun violence and affordable housing.   Letter writer:  Linda Burns agreed.   
Holly can distribute letters at the 4:00 mass on April 23.  Need distributors after the 9 AM Mass - ___________ 
and 11 AM Mass - ______________.  We are thinking about the possibility of again doing group letter writing 
after the Masses in the St. James Chapel, back of Mother of Good Counsel and in the Activity Center at St. Bede’s. 
Joyce will discuss with Fr. Tom. 

4. Synodal Input: We had our first synodal meeting in combination with the Global Solidarity and Ministry Center 
and Community Outreach committees on March 3rd.  Some people felt that it went well while others thought we 
didn’t address important issues like why people are leaving the church.  This session did focus on the ministries.  
The general sessions coming up at each worship site might address the issue of people leaving the church.  Priests 
will be at those sessions.  Fr. Matt is particularly interested in having one-on-one discussions with people who 
have left. The second gathering for the combined ministries will be on Tuesday, March 8th at 7 p.m. on Zoom. 

5. Educational Efforts on Catholic Social Teaching:  Vicki Sheridan had suggested that the parish have a discussion 
about Catholic social teaching and Matthew 25:31-46 during Lent.  Fr. Tom thought it should be postponed.  Not 
sure if Vicki has a time in mind to do this.  Another topic for discussion is the Pastoral letter of Archbishop Wester 
on Peace and Nuclear Disarmament.  People at the meeting expressed an interest in doing this, possibly in 
conjunction with the Tuesday night vigil group, after May 9th.  

6. LGBTQ Ministry Update: Emily reported that a journalist from Public Source is going to do an article about 
LGBTQ people and the Catholic church.  She has interviewed Vicki, Fr. Tom, and some members of the LGBTQ 
ministry.  She is interested in interviewing more LGBTQ people if anyone is interested.  Vicki did a prayer service 
on Ash Wednesday at Chatham University at their request.  The woman reached out to her because of her 
involvement with an LGBTQ panel there a few months ago.  The group also discussed parish involvement in the 
Pride celebration in June.  Vicki asked Fr. Tom if he would consider having a mass for Pride that weekend.  He 
said he would rather just invite people to our regular masses.  Another suggestion was to have one of our priests 
participate in an ecumenical service as a Pride event.  Fr. Matt was interested in this and was going to discuss it 
with Fr. Tom and Fr. Taylor.  People in this group expressed interest in marching in the parade as a group from 
SMM and/or with APP.  One suggestion was to wear T-shirts indicating SMM affiliation.  Another suggestion was 
to have a mass at Duquesne specifically for LGBTQ people and allies during the Pride weekend. 

7. Afghanistan Immigrants: Jim wrote a letter of welcome to the family from our parish.  It didn’t get to them until 
this week so we don’t have a response yet.  Discussed that we might be able to have a potluck meal and invite them 
now that Covid cases are declining in Allegheny Co.  This idea will be brought to the CAT group to see if there is 
interest in having both groups work on it. 

8. Public Stations of the Cross: This annual event will be held in Wilkinsburg again this year on April 15th (Good 
Friday).  There will be a planning meeting on Monday, 3/7 at 10:00 on Zoom.  Emily, Joyce, Evelyn and Christine 
Probert are planning to attend.  We hope to plan together with Waverly Presbyterian Church. 

9. Community Outreach Updates: 
A. The Sanctuary Project: Evelyn reported that Fr. Matt participated in the MLK Day prayer caravan in 

Wilkinsburg and enjoyed it.  Not sure if any parishioners attended.  Meeting coming up on Tuesday, March 
8th. 

B. Stop Banking the Bomb Campaign: Some members of the group have suggested adding the issue of the 
Ukraine and threatening talk around the conflict including about the possible use of nuclear weapons.  
Another focus of the group is the annual PNC shareholders meeting where a resolution will be presented to 
have PNC screen loan recipients to rule out corporations that are involved with the production of nuclear  
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armaments.  Pickets continue on the first Friday (11:30 AM at the headquarters downtown) and the 3rd Sat. of 
the month from 11 AM – noon at a local PNC branch office. 

C. Update on Affordable Housing: Anne reported that the Wilkinsburg Affordable Housing Advocates (WAHA) 
group has a website now which a new member of the group has been working on.  The group did not find 
anyone appropriate to take the job as an outreach person to help potential first-time home buyers through the 
process of getting affordable houses in Wilkinsburg.  The ministry center has had an increase in requests for 
rental payment support.  Requests doubled last month.  Federal money for rental assistance is ending soon. 

D. Wilkinsburg-Penn Joint Water Authority (WPJWA) Update: Lois was not present to report an update.  Anne 
reported that there have not been many requests recently to the ministry center for help with paying water 
bills. 

E. Pittsburgh Annexation of Wilkinsburg:  This issue is on hold now because the Pittsburgh City Council voted 
down the request to be annexed at this time until they have time for understanding the pros and cons of such 
a decision. 

10. Planning for 2022: 
--Racism: No particular plans at this time.  Holly talked about the discipleship groups at Mary Queen of Peace.  
The Sacred Conversations that we had at St. James several years ago were mentioned as a possibility to repeat.  
Another possibility brought up was to have a group of people from SMM visit St. Benedict the Moor for mass and 
fellowship.  Will bring it up with CAT to see if there are any plans that we could join with them for. 
--Voter Education/Outreach for 2022 Elections: We could raise awareness of upcoming primary elections with 
parishioners and ministry center clients.  Anne will look into resources from the League of Women Voters. 
--Environment:  Tess and Rae were not present to report on this sub-committee.  Anne will reach out to them for 
updates.  There is a small grant opportunity that Anne and Joyce are discussing in the Fundraising Sub-
Committee. 
--Peace: Briefly discussed how to integrate values of peace and nonviolence into parish life.  Jim and Joyce 
expressed an interest in pursuing this further.  One action is a discussion group on the Pastoral letter of 
Archbishop Wester on peace and disarmament sometime this spring. (See above) 

11.  Working with other parishes: Now that people are gathering in person more frequently it might be a good time to          
       have some kind of gathering of people from other parishes that have Peace and Social Justice groups.  Joyce will  
       contact St. Jude.  Holly is interested in this and can represent Mary Queen of Peace.  Evelyn will ask Fr. Matt about  
       what is going on at St. Benedict the Moor related to this. 

Announcements: --Sunday, March 6th at 2:30, ecumenical service to pray for Ukraine at St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
--Next APP speaker is Olga Segura on Wednesday, March 16th at 7:00 on Zoom only.  Her topic is The Catholic 
Call to Work to End White Supremacy.  Mary Queen of Peace did a book discussion on Segura’s book, Birth of a 
Movement.  Having a book discussion on this book might be something we could do with CAT. 
--Walk for a Healthy Community will be on Saturday, May 7th.  This is a community-wide event that we participate 
in by having a walk team and getting pledges.  The money goes to support our food pantries.  To register or make a 
donation, go to:  
http://hcf.convio.net/site/TR/Pittsburgh/HighmarkWalk?team_id=14685&pg=team&fr_id=3670 

 
Minutes submitted by: Emily Lippert 
 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, May 11th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

   


