
Minutes St. Mary Magdalene Social Justice and Peace Committee Meeting 
Wed., May 11, 2022 at 7 PM via Zoom 

Welcome, Opening Prayer and Agenda Review 
Present: Lois Campbell, Emily Lippert, Joyce Rothermel, Michael Drohan, Virginia Cook, Jim Ruck, Marion Smith-
Reynoso, Linda Burns, Liz Hezel, Holly Mohr, Evelyn Christie, Rae O’Hair                                                                                                                                                         
Excused: Anne Scheuermann 

1. Accomplishments since last meeting (March 4):    Prayer service for the Ukraine at St. Paul’s, APP talks on racism 
(March) and the environment (April), Support of our Social Ministry Center including the fundraiser – Walk for a 
Healthy Community, planning and participation in Public Way of the Cross on Good Friday, participation in Stop 
Banking the Bomb pickets, participation in Wilkinsburg Affordable Housing Advocates, Sanctuary Project, CAT 
meetings and activities; planning of LGBTQ ministry, letter writing on affordable housing and ending gun 
violence (thanks, Linda!); participation in SW PA Bread Team activities—helping to pass the global nutrition 
resolution in the House; kick-off of the 2022 Stone Soup Garden season,  

2. Monthly Collections:   June -mustard and relish; July - cookies; August – body soap. There was no update on the 
inclusion of donated items in the offertory procession.  Emily will contact Jennifer Gorske and Linda Atkins of the 
Worship Committee about this. 

3. Letter writing:  There was no letter in March due to lack of agreement about what it should say.  Individuals in the 
parish were encouraged to write their own letters to President Biden about the Ukraine situation, emphasizing 
humanitarian concerns and improving relations with Russia.  We will resume letter-writing in person this month 
(chapel at St. James, back of church at MOGC, and cafeteria at St. Bede) on May 21-22: Topic – international 
hunger; Writer – Bread for the World – Joyce, 4 PM- Evelyn, 9 AM- Marion, 11 AM-?  These letters will be 
brought up at the offertory on May 28-29 and then hand-delivered to U.S. senators in Washington, D.C. on June 
7th.  This is Bread for the World Lobby Day and Joyce will be presenting the letters.   
 
Suggesstion for Topic for June by Linda Atkins – Opposing annexation of Wilkinsburg by city of Pittsburgh.  This 
topic was discussed with Fr. Tom and with the group.  It was felt that the topic was too political and has been very 
divisive within the Wilkinsburg community.  Members of the committee agreed that we could support a letter 
about our concerns about gentrification and the displacement of people already living in Wilkinsburg and 
Homewood.  Lois agreed to write the letter.  It will be sent to the presidents of Wilkinsburg and Pittsburgh 
councils; June 25th-26th, 4 PM- Evelyn and Liz, 9 AM - Marion; 11 AM - Linda.   
 

4. Educational Efforts on Catholic Social Teaching Update:  Discussed the Pastoral letter of Archbishop Wester on 
Peace and Nuclear Disarmament.  There will be a discussion on Zoom on Wed., June 29 at 7 PM sponsored by 
APP and Pgh. Area Pax Christi.  We will encourage parishioners to attend.  To register, go to 
www.associationofpittsburghprietss.com Pax Christi is also doing a three-part discussion of the letter May 17, 24, 
and 31. These sessions will be taped for viewing later.   
 

5. LGBTQ Ministry Update: The ministry group is not meeting monthly at this time but is continuing to meet as 
needed.  There will be a potluck dinner on Tuesday, May 31st at 6:30 in the St. James Chapel.  LGBTQ people and 
allies are invited.  It is not limited to people in our parish.  There is a place to RSVP on the website.  CCOC is going 
to have a mass at 1:00 on June 12th at Duquesne University which will focus on LGBTQ people. 
 

6. Afghanistan Immigrants – We had discussed a possible Open House or potluck to welcome an Afghani family who 
lives a few blocks from St. Bede church.  There was concern that family members may not speak enough English to 
enjoy such a meeting.  Emily agreed to contact the person that the family rents from to see what she thinks.  
Virginia offered to get the family free tickets to a family-friendly symphony concert. 

 
7. Community Outreach Updates: 

A. The Sanctuary Project-The annual talent show for youth will be on Friday, 5/20/22 at 7:00 at the Christian 
Church in Wilkinsburg.  Some students from Sister Thea Bowman Catholic Academy have submitted artwork. 

B. Stop Banking the Bomb Campaign Update and Schedule: 

1) Sat., 5/21: First big one: Squirrel anti-war/nukes in Ukraine  - 11 AM;includes plea for an end to 

the war in Ukraine. 

2) Sat., 6/4: Wilkinsburg drive-through (by the overpass) park at the CVS.  Address is 1701 

Braddock Ave., Pgh. 15218 – 11 AM  

3) Sat., 6/18: Southside, 18th and E. Carson at 11 AM 

4) 7/9: Penn Hills, Rodi Rd. near Frankstown – 11 AM 

5) Friday 7/22: PNC Park vs. Marlins – 6PM (games time 7:05, bring the family) 
C. Update on Wilkinsburg Affordable Housing Advocates: The group is sponsoring an informational meeting in 

conjunction with the Allegheny County Housing Authority focusing on using Sec. 8 vouchers to buy a house, 
not just to rent.  There has been an overwhelming response to the publicity about this meeting.  It will be held 

http://www.associationofpittsburghprietss.com/


in the chapel at St. James on May 24th at 6:00.  Only people who have Sec. 8 vouchers and live in the county 
(not the city of Pittsburgh) are encouraged to attend.  People must RSVP. 

D. Wilkinsburg-Penn Joint Water Authority (WPJWA):  No representative from this committee has attended 
recent meetings.  The parish ministry center continues to have increases in requests for support for rent and 
utilities every month.  Last month, about $8,000 in assistance was given.  Marion suggested that we consider 
as a letter-writing topic in the future having to pay a minimum water bill even if you don’t use any water in a 
month. 

 
8. Request from Pastoral Council: 

The committee discussed the following request: “Please spend some time as a Social Justice and Peace 
Committee discusssing the questions below and tell us in 2 -3 short paragraphs (750 words or less) what 
your group believes to be most important for the Pastoral Council to understand about the parish and your 
ministry as we plan.” 

       The following questions might help focus your conversation. 
➢ What does your group, ministry or organization see as being the core values and vision for the future of 

this parish?   

➢ What do you see as being the gaps between our aspirations and where we are today? 
➢ What can we do to close the gaps between what we, as a parish, offer today and our overall identity and 

purpose over the long term? 

 
Social Justice and Peace Committee – May 11, 2021 Input for Pastoral Council 

1971 Synod of Bishops: “(A)ction on behalf of justice and participation in the transformation of the world fully 
appear to us as a constitutive dimension of the preaching of the Gospel, or, in other words, of the Church’s mission 
for the redemption of the human race and its liberation from every oppressive situation” Justice in the World 
(no.6). 
1. Core Values 

The Committee sees its mission to promote Catholic Social Teaching within the parish and respond to the wider 
community in light of these teachings. Stemming from Matthew 25 (Christ in the poor, hungry, etc.), the Corporal and 
Spiritual Works of Mercy, Vatican II’s Church in the Modern World, and teachings of every Pope since Leo XIII, CST 
calls us to respond to the God-given dignity of every human being as an essential dimension of our Faith. The 
committee promotes merciful outreach to people afflicted with injustice as well as advocacy to address the underlying 
structural causes of the injustice. Specific issues include hunger, housing, racism, immigration, war and nuclear 
weapons, and care for creation, paying attention to how we use our resources in all we do as a church. Depending on 
the needs of the moment, the focus ranges from local to national to worldwide. 
The committee’s efforts are often political, but they are not partisan. 

 
While the dimensions of most of these problems are overwhelming, we see ourselves called to act in Faith and for the 
people whose lives are crushed by the injustice – Pope Francis’ image of the Church as “field hospital.” We hope that 
all parishioners awaken to the privilege of this work and respond in their prayers, individual actions, and with the 
Committee as Good Samaritans to brothers and sisters near and far. In this relational understanding of Church, we 
will know one another and work together to advance our vision. 
 
2. Gaps between aspirations and where we are today 

Our world and our nation are in crisis. Nuclear weapons and/or environmental devastation can destroy us all. Other 
problems are a source of misery for so many of God’s children. 
Too many parishioners are unaware of Catholic Social Teaching and see the world’s problems as not related to their Faith. 
Some want Church to be a place of escape from the cares of the world. Significant interest groups promote a separation 
from anything political, social, or economic, except for the razor focus on abortion.  
Yet cooperating with God in the work for life stretches to all social issues and to those on the margins. Catholic Social 
Teaching is the Church’s lens to see and respond as God sees. Our scriptures echo a constant call to promote justice, 
nonviolence, and peace. If this vision is truly at the core of what we do, it should be included in faith-formation activities 
(for adults as well as children), in homilies and in our parish events.  As a parish we need to help each other to wake up. 
We will break down issues so that parishioners can better understand their implications, identify do-able action steps, 
and, once involved, become more hopeful. 
 

3. Closing the gap to the parish we envision 

We hope that Catholic Social Teaching will be a growing, inviting dimension of our parish. It is Faith in Action. And it is an 
opportunity to grow beyond our narrow self to active concern to enhance life for all of God’s children. 



We hope that social concern and the themes of Catholic Social Teaching become a regular part of homilies. Too many 
parishioners are unaware of CST, of the urgency of their participation, and of the sense of purpose this work provides. 
Spirituality needs grounding in action and effective action needs the nonviolent, loving impetus that spirituality provides. 
The Committee will also continue its work, looking creatively for inviting opportunities to engage growing numbers of 
parishioners, especially young families, including the families with children in the schools, to be an integral part of the 
parish vision.  

Next Meeting: Wednesday, July 13th at 7:00 


