
St. Mary Magdalene Social Justice and Peace Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

Wed., July 13, 2022 at 7 PM via Zoom 
Present: Joyce Rothermel, Michael Drohan, Lois Campbell, Chris Reiling, Linda Burns, Sylvia Francis, Emily Lippert 
Excused: Jim Ruck, Holly Mohr, Norma Caquatto 

 
All were welcomed and Chris Reiling introduced himself (life long – 90 years- member of St. Bede).  We remembered 
founding member Gail Britanik in gratitude for her long time social justice commitment/ministries, and offered an 
opening prayer. 
 

1. Accomplishments since last meeting (May 11):   Support of our Social Ministry Center including the Walk for a 
Healthy Community fundraiser – about $22,000, participation in Stop Banking the Bomb pickets, participation in 
Wilkinsburg Affordable Housing Advocates – hosted a meeting in the St. James Chapel for people with section 8 
vouchers interested in home ownership; Sanctuary Project; CAT meetings and activities; participated in LGBTQ 
potluck; letter writing on world hunger and gentrification (thanks, Lois), participation in SW PA Bread Team 
activities consultation on the 2023 Farm Bill and Lobby Day – June 7;  2022 Stone Soup Garden season; 
participation on the D.C. march of the Poor People’s  Campaign. 
 

2. Monthly Collections:   August – body soap.  Sept. – cookies and crackers; Oct. -- deodorant.   The worship 
committee was contacted about bringing up some items from our weekly collection at the offertory.  This might 
raise people’s awareness of the gifts and remind them.  There has not been much participation in the weekly 
collections.  Worship Committee members Jennifer Gorske and Linda Atkins have not gotten back to us.  The 
worship committee’s next meeting is Aug. 6th.  Emily will follow up with them.  

 
3. Letter Writing:  May and June experiences reviewed.  Chris did not agree with the June letters and some of the 

others in the past, noting their political ramifications. 
July 30-31:  Topic – Nuclear disarmament to U.S. Reps.; Writer - Michael; 4 PM - Evelyn, 9 AM - Lois; and 11 AM 
– Sylvia. 
August 27-28:  Topic – Medicare for All – members of Congress; Writer - Linda; 4 PM - ______________; 9 
AM - _________________ and 11 AM - _____________________________ 
There will be a Medicare for All March in Washington, D.C. on July 30th.  The mayor of Wilkinsburg has endorsed 
it.  As a follow-up, there will be a town hall meeting on the subject in Wilkinsburg Borough Council Chambers on 
Aug. 18th - 7 PM. We began doing the letter writing in a separate space again instead of just handing out the letters.  
Approximately 30 people signed the letters at St. James, some people at Mother of Good Counsel, and only 2 
people at St. Bede.  The CCD teachers were meeting at St. Bede and some of them signed it.  We discussed how to 
get more participation.  Two ideas were having coffee and donuts to encourage more people to stop down after 
mass and changing the St. Bede location to the Activity Room.  Joyce will check on availability of the Activity 
Room (it is available).  If you have a suggestion of someone who would be willing to provide the donuts for our 
next letter-writing, let Joyce know.  (There will be coffee and donuts with the letter writing at St. Bede’s and Sylvia 
has generously offered to provide the refreshments.) 

 
4. Labor Day: Labor Day mass will be at Mother of Good Counsel.  We didn’t come up with any possible speakers at 

the meeting.  It could be a speaker from the outside or a parishioner.  If you think of someone, let Joyce know. 
  

5. Educational Efforts on Catholic Social Teaching Update: No report. Joyce hopes to follow up with Vicki Sheridan 
who is also interested. 
 

6. LGBTQ Ministry Update: A few parishioners attended the Pride parade together.  The welcoming potluck dinner 
was well attended with about 20-30 people.  Attendees were primarily from our parish but a few people came 
from neighboring parishes. 
 

7. Afghanistan Immigrants Report/Future Refugee Opportunities:  Emily met with the woman who is renting a 
house to an Afghani immigrant family near St. Bede church.  She was very appreciative of the monetary donations 
she received from members of this committee and let the family know the money had come from members of this 
church.  She did not think it would work to invite the family to the church for some kind of gathering such as a 
potluck due to the father’s heavy work schedule and the mother’s limited English.  The mother is trying to learn 
English over Zoom and she has received some offers for in-person tutoring but her progress is slow due to having 
5 young children.  We discussed other avenues of outreach to recent Afghani immigrants.  Emily will contact 
Catholic Charities to see if it is providing any services at this time. 
 

8. Ministry Center Update: Requests for assistance with things like rent have doubled in the last few months.  
Amount of money to cover these requests has also gone up significantly. 
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9. Stone Soup Garden: The woman who owns the property where the garden is wants to sell the property.  The 
Allegheny Land Trust has expressed an interest in purchasing it.  Some produce is being donated to the pantry. 

 
10. Community Outreach Updates: 

A. The Sanctuary Project—There will not be a meeting in July.  There will be a Health Fair on September 10th.  
Details to follow. 

B. Stop Banking the Bomb Campaign Update 

1) Friday 7/22: PNC Park vs. Marlins – Picket at 6PM (games time 7:05, bring the family).  Meet at 

the Corner of Federal (6th) St. and the stadium. 

2) The shareholders proposal to stop making loans for the production of nuclear weapons did not 

pass. 
C. Update on Wilkinsburg Affordable Housing Advocates: The group held a public meeting last month with the 

county Housing Authority for people who have Section 8 housing vouchers and are interested in purchasing a 
home.  56 people attended and there will be follow-up with them to help them with the process if they are 
appropriate.  The response to this outreach was huge.  A second meeting is scheduled for July 21st in the 
chapel at St. James.  A third meeting will be held on August 9th.  Hosanna House has received a grant from 
Duquesne Light to implement a plan to buy moderately-priced houses in Wilkinsburg at market-value, fix 
them up and resell them to first-time, low- and moderate income homebuyers at the original price.  The plan 
is to buy and renovate two houses this year and one at the beginning of next year.  Hosanna House is in the 
process of contracting with Catapult Greater Pittsburgh to work with the potential homebuyers to help them 
get through the process. 

 
11.  Pastoral Council Update:  The council hasn’t met.  Next meeting will be in September.  Lois said a basic draft 

of the mission statement will be out soon.  She asked that people read it and provide feedback on these three 

points: 1) What catches your attention, 2) What’s missing, and 3) Is anything troubling or do you have 

questions about it? 

Social Justice and Peace Committee – May 11, 2021 Input for Pastoral Council 
1971 Synod of Bishops: “(A)ction on behalf of justice and participation in the transformation of the world fully 
appear to us as a constitutive dimension of the preaching of the Gospel, or, in other words, of the Church’s mission 
for the redemption of the human race and its liberation from every oppressive situation” Justice in the World 
(no.6). 
1. Core Values 

The Committee sees its mission to promote Catholic Social Teaching within the parish and respond to the wider 
community in light of these teachings. Stemming from Matthew 25 (Christ in the poor, hungry, etc.), the Corporal and 
Spiritual Works of Mercy, Vatican II’s Church in the Modern World, and teachings of every Pope since Leo XIII, CST 
calls us to respond to the God-given dignity of every human being as an essential dimension of our Faith. The 
committee promotes merciful outreach to people afflicted with injustice as well as advocacy to address the underlying 
structural causes of the injustice. Specific issues include hunger, housing, racism, immigration, war and nuclear 
weapons, and care for creation, paying attention to how we use our resources in all we do as a church. Depending on 
the needs of the moment, the focus ranges from local to national to worldwide. 
The committee’s efforts are often political, but they are not partisan. 

 
While the dimensions of most of these problems are overwhelming, we see ourselves called to act in Faith and for the 
people whose lives are crushed by the injustice – Pope Francis’ image of the Church as “field hospital.” We hope that 
all parishioners awaken to the privilege of this work and respond in their prayers, individual actions, and with the 
Committee as Good Samaritans to brothers and sisters near and far. In this relational understanding of Church, we 
will know one another and work together to advance our vision. 
 
2. Gaps between aspirations and where we are today 

Our world and our nation are in crisis. Nuclear weapons and/or environmental devastation can destroy us all. Other 
problems are a source of misery for so many of God’s children. 
Too many parishioners are unaware of Catholic Social Teaching and see the world’s problems as not related to their Faith, 
except for the razor focus on abortion.  
Yet cooperating with God in the work for life stretches to all social issues and to those on the margins. Catholic Social 
Teaching is the Church’s lens to see and respond as God sees. Our scriptures echo a constant call to promote justice, 
nonviolence, and peace. If this vision is truly at the core of what we do, it should be included in faith-formation activities 
(for adults as well as children), in homilies and in our parish events.  As a parish we need to help each other to wake up.  
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We will break down issues so that parishioners can better understand their implications, identify do-able action steps, 
and, once involved, become more hopeful. 
  

3. Closing the gap to the parish we envision 

We hope that Catholic Social Teaching will be a growing, inviting dimension of our parish. It is Faith in Action. And it is an 
opportunity to grow beyond our narrow self to active concern to enhance life for all of God’s children. 
We hope that social concern and the themes of Catholic Social Teaching become a regular part of homilies. Too many 
parishioners are unaware of CST, of the urgency of their participation, and of the sense of purpose this work provides. 
Spirituality needs grounding in action and effective action needs the nonviolent, loving impetus that spirituality provides. 
The Committee will also continue its work, looking creatively for inviting opportunities to engage growing numbers of 
parishioners, especially young families, including the families with children in the schools, to be an integral part of the 
parish vision.  
 

12. Upcoming Activities and Announcements 
July 24:  St. Mary Magdalene Feast Day Picnic will be after the 11:00 mass on the lawn at St. Bede church.  See 
flyers in the bulletin to sign up. 
Do we want to have a committee picnic?  People expressed interest in having a committee picnic in August – 
possibly at Stone Soup Community Garden.  Details to be worked out. 
Sept. 3 – TMC 50th Anniversary.  The center moved to Community Forge recently.  In the past, St. James had 
bought ads for Thomas Merton Center events.  Group decided not to do that for this event, because the parish has 
not been involved recently.  The center is looking for a new director.  It was suggested that we ask the new director 
to meet with the committee in the future. 
Oct. 8 – Bread for the World Workshop.  The workshop will be at the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.  The 
seminary is having an event the same day.  It has not been determined if the Bread for the World meeting will be 
in the morning or the afternoon.  Rev. Cho, from Bread for the World, will speak at both meetings.  He is a very 
good speaker/preacher.   
Other:  Joyce met with the new pastoral associate, Melissa Viator.  They agreed that it would be good to find ways 
to include the school children and their families in the work of the parish social ministries.  Melissa also pointed 
out that some of the families need help themselves and can approach our ministries.  There is interest in restarting 
Martha Ministries to help families in the parish at times in need of support – new babies, after funerals, during 
times of illness – with meals, transportation, visits, etc.  She is not very informed about our committee.  Joyce will 
ask Jim to meet with Melissa and herself soon to review Catholic Social Teaching and the history of the Committee 
and its current work. 
 
Minutes submitted by Emily Lippert 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, September, 7th at 7:00 p.m.  


