
Rejoice! 
THE LORD HAS RISEN INDEED. 
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- Luke 24:34  
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LIVESTREAMING AT IHM 

Just over a year ago our parish, like many 
others around the world, was faced with 
the challenge of keeping our community 
connected while the Church’s physical 
doors were largely closed to the public. 
Shortly after public Masses were canceled, 
Fr. Thomas Lynch, along with many oth-
ers, got to work installing a livestream 
camera in the Church, which went live just 
in time for Palm Sunday 2020.  
 

Parishioners began to participate virtually 
in the Masses by tuning in to the 
livestreams, with over 1,100 people 
streaming the Easter Masses! While thank-
fully after a couple of months the Church 
was open to the public again, Sunday 
Masses and many of the other Masses and 
prayers in the Church continue to be 
livestreamed for those who are unable to 
join in person. In November, shortly after 
Thanksgiving, the livestream setup was 
upgraded to allow for multiple camera an-
gles and is now frequently run by high 
school and college-aged parishioners. 
Even as the number of people returning to 
Mass has grown, people continue to use 
the streamed Masses as a way to stay in 
touch with the parish community until 
they can join in person again.  
 

Most Masses are recorded and can be 
viewed on the IHM website for 90 days  
following live broadcast. Special Events 
can be downloaded. See the IHM website 
for more information. 

IHM ONE COMMUNITY 
The IHM One Community Committee seeks to enhance and strengthen our Parish 

faith community by coordinating events and activities amongst the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary School, School of Religion, and various Parish organizations and min-

istries. The Committee will foster relationships within our communities; welcoming, 

supporting, and engaging parishioners and guests through faith and friendship 

with an "all are welcome" atmosphere. In addition to enhancing social media com-

munication for various IHM events/initiatives, the committee is planning an event in 

May for friends and families of IHM to participate. Details will be shared once solidified. 

GIVING THROUGH WESHARE 
Back in March 2020 we made an 
appeal to IHM Parishioners to con-
sider making online contributions 
using WeShare. At that time we 
had only 70 Parishioners using WeShare for recurring do-
nations. We are now at over 185 households  making 
weekly or monthly online donations! Many others also 
use WeShare to make one -time Contributions.  We are 
grateful to report, we now have  over 400 Parishioners 
with active WeShare accounts! Please note, when you be-
come a recurring donor, not only does it allow us to fund 
essential ministries that so many in our community rely 
on — it also helps us appropriately budget our needs for 
the future. 

IHM WEBSITE UPDATE: IHM-PARISH.ORG 
We have been working to up-
date and refresh our parish 
website! We have included up-
dated information on the Sacra-
ments, Ministries, Religious Ed-
ucation at IHM & more!  If you 
have any questions, feedback or 

if there is anything you would like to see on our website, 
click Website Feedback at the top of the homepage. 

STAYING CONNECTED WITH FLOCKNOTE 
Beginning on March 22, 2020, we converted our weekly 
printed bulletin to an online version utilizing Flocknote. 
This allowed us to continue to communicate with our pa-
rishioners during these tough times. For now, our content 
will remain online. All bulletins are archived on the parish 
website. If you would like to begin receiving the Weekly 
Bulletin to your inbox 
 

Text IHMS to 84576  
or  

Visit ihmscarsdale.flocknote.com 



 
 
 
 
 

 
My dear friends, 
     A Blessed and Happy Easter to you and to your loved 
ones! I cannot tell you how many times I hear from people 
both inside and outside the parish: "You are blessed with 
wonderful people and a wonderful community at IHM." 
After almost six months as your Pastor, I agree whole-
heartedly with them and count my blessings! 
     Right before His Passion and Resurrection, Jesus calls 
us friends, sharing with us His life with the heavenly Fa-
ther! It is exciting to immerse myself in the life and 
rhythm of IHM from the Rectory to the Daily Mass com-
munities, from Midnight Runs to Pro-Life Prayer Vigils! I 
am gaining some traction with names, but have a long 
way to go!  
     We have such a beautiful church and it is wonderful to 
see the sincere adoration the parish expresses to Jesus in 
the Eucharist, the deep devotion to our Immaculate Moth-
er, and how our knowledge and friendship of St. Joseph is 
growing this year at the direction of Pope Francis. The 
various prayer groups who meet are a testament to the 
life of grace at IHM. The untiring dedication of the St. Ve-
ronica's Guild, who celebrate their Centennial Year & tend 
meticulously to the sanctuary and flowers, is inspiration-
al! We are blessed with an amazing music program, par-
ticularly at Christmas, Holy Week & Easter. What a great 
history the Church has as a patron of music; how blessed 
are we here as it lifts our souls to heaven! Our physical 
church, where Jesus is truly present, is an image of Our 
Father's home. That is why I am excited to see our Renew 
+ Rebuild Committee, due to your generosity, on the cusp 
of the necessary outside renovations. Know that I will be 
discussing future interior church renovations with our 
new Finance Committee.  
     A deep word of appreciation to our Ushers who are on 
our front lines keeping us safe, in person and ensuring a 
prayerful environment for us to encounter the Lord. I look 
forward when it is prudent to reconstitute the Lectors, 
Altar Servers and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Com-
munion together with some good formation after such a 
long hiatus. I would ask that we develop an apostolate, 
distinct from 'Eucharistic Ministers', of those who focus 
on visiting the homebound and the sick, just as we now 
have a beautiful Bereavement outreach to those who have 
experienced the death of a loved one. I also look forward 
to having back a particular beating heart of IHM - Perpet-
ual Adoration!  
     I am moved deeply by your generosity to the needs of 
so many: from the food that stocks our parish pantry to 
homemade meals for HOPE Community Soup Kitchen, 
from gifts under the Giving Tree at Christmastime to do-
nations for expectant mothers, from clothing for the 

homeless on the streets of midtown Manhattan to support 
for our troops serving our country abroad.  
     Essential to the Mission of the Church is encountering 
Jesus Christ, conversion in God's Mercy and discipleship  
that witnesses to the Resurrection of our Lord in the Holy 
Spirit. The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults is the way 
for all to be invited in and grafted onto the Vine who is 
Jesus Christ and his Body the Church here at IHM; I expect 
it coming back this Fall - please pray and sacrifice for a 
harvest of those God is calling to Himself. Our incredible 
parish-based (not regional) School provides a Christ-
centered environment with academic excellence and a 
solid Catholic vision of the human person, in order to for-
tify and deepen the life of faith parents seek to instill in 
their children. Our Religious Education Program with tre-
mendously dedicated and generous catechists, instructs 
740 students who attend some of the finest public school 
systems, unfolding for them the mystery of the love of 
God in Jesus Christ. Young people are prepared for Pen-
ance, First Holy Communion and Confirmation. 
     I look forward to the wonderful formation and Catholic 
friendships that are fostered in various parish groups, 
allow me to reference some of them: HSOR, where our 
high school students have the space they can express 
their faith, learn more about it and ask questions; our Col-
lege group, where university students know they have a 
home at IHM and a connection to long-time friends; and 
our Formation Group for Women that is just beginning! I 
hope we can gather a men's group, as well, in the near 
future. Due to a generous benefactor, I look forward to the 
forming 1) a Young Adult Group for those post-college 
age, in their twenties and thirties, that will have a parish 
identity fostering communion and connection, while also 
taking advantage of archdiocesan opportunities & groups 
that gather in the City, & 2) a Family/Parent Group to give 
support and community to parents with young families.     
     Thank you to our Parish Council for your advice and 
hard work. Due to the pandemic, their terms have been 
extended an extra year, and I look forward to the full par-
ish coming alive in-person in the near future. My one 
hope and insistence is that all appropriate parish organi-
zations work towards membership representing three 
different generations to ensure that wisdom and experi-
ence is passed along, energy is there to accomplish the 
tasks at hand and that younger members know they be-
long and can contribute to the parish. 
 May our friendship with the Lord Jesus grow 
deeper and may we be authentic friends to those in 
need. Allow me, on behalf of 
all the priests, religious sis-
ters, our seminarian and the 
entire parish staff to wish you 
and your loved ones a Blessed 
and Holy Easter 2021! 
  

Msgr. Luke Sweeney 
Pastor 



IHM COLLEGE GROUP 
IHM’s College Group provides college-aged students 
the opportunity to connect with one another 
through discussion and prayer. We are currently 
meeting via Zoom and look forward to meeting in 
person after the spring semester! Examples of past 
discussion topics include ways to stay active in our 
faith during school semesters and how we can de-
fend our faith in a society that normalizes a discon-
nect from religion. We have had Fr. Koterski, profes-
sor of philosophy at Fordham University, as a guest 
speaker and plan to have more guest speakers in the 
future!  
 

If you are interested in joining us or would like more 
information please contact Daniella Ashman 
at dasher0509@gmail.com. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION UPDATE 
The purpose of the Religious Education Program is to 
assist parents in the sacred responsibility entrusted to 
them at their child’s Baptism: to form and educate 
their children to become disciples of Jesus in the Cath-
olic faith.  An integral part of a true Catholic home life 
is the child’s attendance at Mass every Sunday and on 
the Holy Days of Obligation.  The Religious Education 
Program helps the child to understand, ever more 
deeply, the meaning of the Mass which the family regu-
larly attends. 
 

We have good news! The IHM Religious Education 
Program staff has been working on enhancing our pro-
cesses and communications with parents.  We have 
added pages to the Church website, www.ihm-
parish.org/religious-education, including an online 
calendar, and we have begun to send 
out updates using Flocknote. As part of 
this ongoing effort, we are planning to 
offer ONLINE Registration and pay-
ment for the 2021-2022 IHM Reli-
gious Education Program. 
 

All currently enrolled families will receive an email 
asking them re-register existing students and/or regis-
ter any new students in your household for next 
year.  The email form will be pre-filled with the infor-
mation that we have on file for your household and we 
will ask you to verify the information or provide us 
updates if necessary. Stay tuned! 
 

Religious Ed. Office: 
Phone: 914-723-7593, Fax: 914-723-7209 

ihmsor@ihmscarsdale.org 

HIGH SCHOOL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
The IHM High School Reli-
gious Education program 
is a vibrant faith and 
learning community for 
students in grades 9-12 
that currently meets Wednesday nights via 
Zoom (traditionally IHM School) for the weekly 
activity from 7:30-9:00pm.  View  our website 
for updated information. 
 

Activities include: Prayer & Pizza, Service Pro-
jects, Centering Prayer, Faith Reflections, Game 
Nights, Guest Speakers, Open Gym, Interesting 
Discussions, Faith in Film, and the Annual T-
Shirt Giveaway and Christmas Party. 
 

Our students come from Scarsdale, Eastchester, 
Edgemont, New Rochelle and local Catholic high 
schools. Come see why our students call it  “a 
night out in the middle of the week.” Questions: 
please email Nancy McCann Vericker: 
ihmsor@ihmscarsdale.com 

To review the syllabus & reg-
ister, visit our parish web-
site: www.IHM-Parish.org 



 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

March 13, 2021 marked the 1 year anniversary of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary School building shutting down. You see, the key word in the previ-
ous sentence is building. Our teachers and students never shut down. From 
March 16th to June 19th, teachers planned, taught on zoom meets and be-
came familiar with google classroom. Simultaneously, students learned how 
to navigate online education, learn from a teacher not right in front of them, 
and deal with the reality of not being able to be with friends. Families be-
lieved in the IHM education throughout and re-enrolled for the 2020-2021 
school year, not knowing what it would look like. School ended and plan-
ning commenced for September. 

 

With the Archdiocese’s Reopening Committee, IHM’S own reopening committee, the information shared by 
the Governor and the work of Father Lynch and me, we began to plan. We reimagined classroom space, removed 
extraneous items and utilizing well-ventilated spaces, had a better feel of what September would look like. Our 
plan consisted of 5 days of in person learning, with 2 grades in our middle school on a hybrid schedule. Parents 
were also able to choose remote learning. Zoom parent meetings were held in late August, allowing parents and 
teachers to hear IHM’s reopening plans, as well as speak with Mrs. Mihallo, our school nurse.  

 

Faculty returned to the building on September 1, 2021, and immediately began preparations. We had profes-
sional development faculty meetings, where we focused on technology, online learning, mental health and over-
all Covid regulations. We were all unsure of what the year would look like. Looking back, I cannot believe how far 
we have come!  

 

Our students returned to the building the first time since March on September 8th and 9th. The sounds of 
laughter, the look of smiles in their eyes and the overwhelming happiness was contagious. It made all the sum-
mer days of planning worth it. The students never skipped a beat. They wear their masks like the heroes they 
are. They understand they have to eat their lunch at their desk and that there is no “normal recess”. They under-
stand it all and make the best of it.  

 

Over the past 7 months, students and faculty have been in person. We have 
come together via zoom/livestream as a school community to watch Mass, 
to decorate cookies and so much more. Teachers, depending on the weather, 
go outside as much as they can. They run, dance and move around, all while 
maintaining the necessary social distancing.  
 

I have said over and over this year, that if I walked through the halls and 
didn't look into classrooms, it sounds like a regular school year. Teachers are 
teaching , students are participating - asking and answering questions - and 
parents are back in the lot for pick up and arrival. As we now look ahead to 
the 2021-2022 school year, still navigating the unknowns, Monsignor 
Sweeney and I have already begun the planning process to continue with our 
5 days in person learning, utilizing the best spaces on the school campus.  

 

The overall theme for this year is togetherness. Monsignor Sweeney, Faculty, parents, children and I have 
worked hand in hand in making this all work. Daily Covid screenings, working with our nurse to address any 
symptoms of illness, and being a partner in our Faith and in education is the reason we have been successful. Be-
ing apart for 4 months last year only made our school community stronger, and I believe we will only become 
stronger, together.  
 

          With Prayer and Gratitude,  

          Tracy Keelin  
          Principal 
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Joan Iacono
Attorney at Law

Family Law · Litigation · Real Estate
81 Pondfield Rd., Bronxville   961-0565

2020 ANNUAL CARDINAL’S  
STEWARDSHIP APPEAL 

 
Goal: $198,000 

Pledged: $127,390 
Paid: $112,370 

Participants: 181 (Goal: 322) 
Percent of goal: 64% 

 
Visit CardinalsAppeal.org to make a donation today! 

 
Be sure to designate Im-
maculate Heart of Mary, 

Scarsdale 

PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 

After welcoming Msgr. Sweeney in October, the Parish 
Council has been meeting monthly throughout this year. 
The Council has been consulting and collaborating with 
one another and offering counsel to Msgr. Sweeney on 
Parish matters as we navigate this pandemic together. 
Council initiatives this year include the One Community 
and the Social Ministry Outreach Committees. We look 
forward to a slow return to normalcy and a productive 
and prayerful year ahead. 

At this time, Msgr. Sweeney and the Council have decid-
ed to defer Parish Council elections for this year. Given 
the suspension of many of the normal Council activities 
and events and the inability to meet together in person, 
the majority of elected and appointed Council members 
have agreed to extend their term one year. 

SOCIAL MINISTY OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

The Social Ministry Outreach Committee (SMOC) was 
developed with the intention of coordinating the vari-
ous ministries of the Parish in an effort to reinvigorate 
Parishioner participation.  At this time, the committee is 
working on organizing all the various parish ministry 
organization's information to update the Parish web-
site.  Stay tuned! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Regarding the status of our Renew + Rebuild ef-
forts, I am pleased to report that the parish has 
completed the preparation work and collected 
enough pledges for the Archdiocese of New York 
to review for approval to begin work. This, howev-
er, will take some time. To date: 

 

Goal: $1,774,500 
Pledged: $2,370,313 

Paid: $1,949,752 
Balance: $420,560 

 

You may have already noticed some of what has 
already been completed: emergency roof repairs, 
emergency pointing, attention to the parking lots, 
disabled access from Carmon Road to the side-
walk and ramp provided, feasibility study and a 
facility condition assessment.  
 

The following pressing needs were presented by 
the parish and approved by the archdiocese in-
cluding: roof repairs for the church and rectory, 
replacement of lower church windows, and exteri-
or pointing and repairs. 
 

At this time, we are looking forward to seeing con-
tractor activity “Renewing and Rebuilding” our 
facilities. The project has been successfully bid. 
The Archdiocese is currently approving & award-
ing the contract. We expect the work to com-
mence later this spring and continue through the 
summer. Your prayers for the good weather re-
quired to keep the project on schedule are greatly 
appreciated! 
 

Therefore, you will see when work gets underway: 
scaffolding for roof and exterior repairs, roof slate 
replacement where required, new energy efficient 
windows in the lower Church and leaks repaired 
in the Church and Rectory, especially around win-
dows and doors.  
 

Following that, the next phase of the R+R Project 
will include painting the Church interior and re-
placing the flooring. The scope of work and level 
of finishes will be based on available funding. I am 
looking forward to providing you with more infor-
mation after Easer. 

Monsignor Sweeney 

Welcome to all our visitors for Easter Sunday, we have a great faith community here at IHM! 

This is a reminder that you can always be updated on what is going on at Immaculate Heart 

of Mary Parish and within our community. To stay informed visit www.IHM-parish.org. 



Social isolation 
is more than 

feeling lonely.

AND STAY POSITIVE!
STAY SAFE, STAY HEALTHY

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying ... 
Don’t Just Teach Kindness ... BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.org

B L U E O U T B U L L Y N GI

(973) 440-8657 •  info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text 
message: Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started. *

*Message and data rates may apply.

75 Brook Street, 2nd Floor •  Scarsdale, NY 10583
By Appointment Only 646-427-6997 •  646-416-3986

Receive 20% Off Your 1st Visit

Feather Lash
with 2 Weeks Free Touch Up

TO ALL ESSENTIAL WORKERS!
THANK YOU
TO ALL ESSENTIAL WORKERS!

Money Mailer of Southern 
Westchester County

AngelA A. PeArson
Owner & Marketing Consultant

914-469-3866
2005 Palmer avenue · #237

larchmont, nY 10538

Helping businesses get and keep more customers.

Direc t Mail •  Online •  MObile

FRED H. McGRATH & SON, INC.
FUNERAL HOME

Serving Scarsdale, Hartsdale, Eastchester & Surrounding Areas

Same Family Ownership Since 1918

20 Cedar St. at Kraft Ave., Bronxville, NY 10708-337-6770

193 Brook St.
Scarsdale

Private & Commercial Properties
Landscaping •  Maintenance

Masonry •  Contracting
Black Top •  Paving •  Pavers

Tree Removal

(914) 793-2665

Mario Forgione
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GOD 
BLESS

AMERICA

JINA PALADINO TETRO
Lic. Associate Real Estate Broker

Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC 278 Mamaroneck Avenue •  White Plains, NY 10605

914-804-2334 DIRECT
jina.tetro@coldwellbankermoves.com
www.jinatetro.com

Who You Work With Matters.

apple pain 
MGMT & REHAB

7 8 3  W h i t e  P l A i n s  r o A d  ·  s c A r s d A l e

FREE
1/2 HOUR 

MEDICAL 
MASSAGE & 

CONSULTATION*

cAll Us to schedUle An APPointment todAy
(Most PPO Insurance Accepted)

*Offer Restricted To Certain Insurance  & Pain Related Issues. One Time Use Only.

OUR SERVICES
·  Sports Medicine
·  Physical Therapy
·  Chiropractic Care
·  Acupuncture
·  Medical Massage

WE TREAT
Back, Shoulder & Neck Pain

Migraines · Headaches
Carpal Tunnel · Ankle Sprain

Tendonitis · TMJ · Sciatica
Herniated Disc

914-874-5269



OasisSeniorAdvisors.com/CT-NY

914.356.1901

~ A Legacy of Caring for 185 Years ~

Thomas DiCarlo •  Parishioner

Established 1898
824 SCARSDALE AVE. •  SCARSDALE, N. Y.

6 Blocks from Harney Road or Crane Road Exits on Bronx River Parkway
Bereavement Counselling

Peace. Trust. Respect.

A Service You Can Trust!

725-1137

Edwin L. Bennett
Funeral Homes

Midco Accounting Services, Inc.
Michael J. DiCostanzo, Sr. ~ Michael J. DiCostanzo, Jr., CPA

Saturday & Evening Appointments Available
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GABRIEL BUNDSCHUH & ASSOCS INC.
Helping Our Neighbors With Their Insurance Needs Since 1944

BUSINESS •  HOMEOWNERS •  AUTO
LIFE & HEALTH •  LONG TERM CARE

•  CHUBB
•  TRAVELERS
•  HARTFORD
•  ATLANTIC MUTUAL/CENTENNIAL
•  NY CASUALTY
•  PROGRESSIVE
•  ENCOMPASS
•  MERCURY
•  FIDELITY NATIONAL 914-723-2220
700 White Plains Road, Suite 322 •  Scarsdale 10583

WESTCHESTER FUNERAL HOME, INC.
Six Generations
Family Owned

L M I Accounting
CPA, P.C.

•  Tax Preparation & Planning
•  Individuals, Corporations  
   & Partnerships
•  Accounting & Tax Services  
   for All Businesses
•  Incorporations & New  
   Business Startups
•  Complete Bookkeeping Services

Frank T. D'Onofrio, Jr.
Attorney At Law

75 Brook St. Scarsdale 
914.472.5113

Real estate •  Wills 
estates & tRusts
914-725-9666

142 GARTH RD., SCARSDALE 1075 Central Park avenue · Suite 205 · aPPle Bank Plaza, SCarSdale, nY 10583 · 914-723-8500

190 Main Street · Eastchester, NY 10709 · 914-337-4585

E-MAIL: Midco@midcotax.com

www.thecolorsalon.org
thecolorsalon@optonline.net

434 White Plains Road •  Eastchester

(914) 337-1000

SAL’S AUTO 
SERVICE 

130 Summerfield St. 472-4323/25

   Foreign            Domestic

Cermele Bros.
Complete Auto Repair

C. Alan Benedict
Anthony Imperiale

Carrie Benedict Foley

1832 2017

TOLL-FREE 888.542.9002, 
EXT. 303

DIRECT 914.337.2067
www.selectagency.com

Frank MacDonald • President

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
914-268-0020

300 mAin st., eAstchester, ny 10709

GEORGE F. HRITZ

1025 Westchester Avenue •  Suite 402 
White Plains, NY 10604

Admitted in New York and Connecticut

Office 914-681-7175 •  Cell 203-570-2310

Litigation •  Mediation
DWI •  Real Estate

AT T O R N E Y  AT  L AW

www.hritzlaw.com

Social isolation is more 
than feeling lonely.




