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Father Jim's Weekly Reflections

The Week of December 14, 2025

M,I am sending my messenger ahead

of you; he will prepare your way before you.

Gaudete Sunday

The 3" Sunday of Advent is known as Gaudete Sunday.
The Latin word gaudete, which means “to rejoice,” is a
reminder that Jesus Christ has already come into the
world as our Lord and Savior, and continues to be
present to us in the Sacraments, the Holy Scriptures, and
in the ministries of the Church. So, we Christians are
rejoicing in our faith. The rose-colored vestments and
candle of the Advent wreath blend together the purple of
Advent and the white of Christmas — penance and
preparation for the Lord, and the celebration of His
presence. So, no matter how difhicult life may be at times,
rejoice in the Lord, for He is Emmanuel - God with you!

Blessing of the Organ

This weekend at the 10:00 am Mass at Saint Gregory
Church, we will bless the restored organ. The Dedication
Concert, however, will take place on Friday, January 30
at 7:00 pm. Please mark your calendars. A reception will
follow in the Blue Room.

Donating to the Organ Project

To date, 88 parish houscholds have contributed
$384,050 to refurbish the historic organ at Saint Gregory
Church. Thank you! The total cost of the renovation is
$585,000. You can still make a donation to support the
project.

Holiday Giving

As you budget for holiday gatherings, receptions, gifts,
and other commitments, thank you for your prayerful
discernment of a special year-end gift to Divine Grace
Parish. So many parishioners are generous in so many
ways, including financial, spiritual, and volunteer
support that sustains ministry, outreach, and care for our
parish campuses. Thank you!

Advent Confessions

As we prepare for Christmas, consider the Sacrament of
Penance. It will be offered on Tuesday, December 16,
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm at Saint Gregory; Wednesday,

— Matthew 11:10

December 17, 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm at Saint Ferdinand
and Holy Redeemer; Saturday, December 20, 10:00 am
to 11:00 am at Saint Ferdinand and Saint Gregory and
9:30- 10:30 am at Holy Redeemer; Monday, December
22, Noon to 1:00 pm at Saint Ferdinand; and Tuesday,
December 23, 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm at Saint Gregory,
and 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm at Holy Redeemer.

Invite a Friend to Mass

The Christmas and New Year Mass schedule has been
published. I encourage you all to invite to Mass a fallen
away Catholic, a friend who does not practice any faith,
or someone you feel might appreciate learning more
about how we worship as Catholics. In a troubled and
divisive world, the Eucharistic unity of our Church is a
remedy that Jesus Christ gives to us since in Him we find

the Way, Truth, and Life.

You Are Welcomel!

A word to our elderly and physically impaired
parishioners — YOU ARE WELCOME! You may feel that
you are slowing things down during the Communion
Procession, you are not. Do not feel that you are a burden
or distraction during Mass, you are not. YOU ARE
WELCOME! Those who use a cane or are in a
wheelchair, we are grateful for your efforts to attend Mass.
YOU ARE WELCOME! For those who may have health
issues and feel embarrassed about potential distractions,
you are special in the eyes of God and YOU ARE
WECLOME! Thank you for your faith and endurance.

DIVINE GRAGE PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT

Sunday Collection total for
November 29-30, 2025 = $37,659
No Second Collection

Parish Members = 18,837

) Parish Households = 7,100

There is no second collection this weekend.




4  Mass Intentions

Divine Grace Parish

[ ask that...prayers, petitions, and

Saturday, December 13 - Saint Lucy
4:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand T Robert Connolly (Robert & Carmen
Stoffa)
5:00 pm, Holy Redeemer 1 Norberta Modlisewski (Dave Krupa)
5:00 pm, Saint Gregory T In Memory of Saint Gregory K of C
Members (Saint Gregory K of C)

6:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Dan, Florence & Ray (Family)

Sunday, December 14 - 3" Sunday of Advent

(Gaudete Sunday)

8:00 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Barbie Klenk (Steve & Patty Rohm)

8:00 am, Saint Gregory T Eleanor Soltesz (Don & Karen Koger)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Michelangelo Nocera (Frank & Louisa
Carrozza)

10:00 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Fred Bonvenuto & Boschetto Family
(Elsie, David, Barb & Families)

10:00 am, Saint Gregory T Richard Hankins (Kathy & Bill Drambel)

11:00 am, Holy Redeemer  For Parishioners of Divine Grace Parish

12:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand T Elena Granofsky (Chir Family)

5:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Michael Galata (Mom & Dad)

Monday, December 15

8:00 am, Saint Gregory T Mary Napolitan (Barb, Carol, & John)
8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 John Skavronski (Family)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Henry 'Hank' Faust (Family)

Tuesday, December 16

T Molly Lendick (Cathy Hulick)
8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Jorge Cabrera (Family)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Joanne Lasso (Patti & Keith Kuhn)

8:00 am, Saint Gregory

Wednesday, December 17

T George & SueAnn Moskal (John &
Carol Todorich)

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 August Mohall (Son, Rick)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 David Kosior, and Mary & Albert

Skoczylas (Family)
7:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Robert Jeffrey Gwin (Diane Koski)
7:00 pm, Holy Redeemer ---

8:00 am, Saint Gregory

Thursday, December 18
T Dr. Charles Zeigler (Melanie & Mark

Fernandes)

8:00 am, Saint Gregory

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Amelia Massimino (Stephen & Laurette
Bentz)
9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Vi Tobolski (Tobolski Family)

Friday, December 19
8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Florence Listwak (Listwak & Kenyon
Families)
9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Joe & Mary Battaglia (John & Deb
Battaglia)
1 Dolores “Dee” Musher (Audrey
Makowski)

9:00 am, Saint Gregory

Saturday, December 20 - 4™ Sunday of Advent

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Nancy Alauzen (Tepke Family)

4:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Duane & Norma Dearfield (Jan
Wetzel)

5:00 pm, Holy Redeemer 1 Joe Osterrieder (Family)

5:00 pm, Saint Gregory T Margaret Bal (Family)

6:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Joe & Cecelia Wirth (Family)

Sunday, December 21 - 4 Sunday of Advent

8:00 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Carol Sinicki (Elsie Bonvenuto)

8:00 am, Saint Gregory T Hernon Family (Jack & Pam Hernon)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Rosanne Carosi (Lou Ferrario)

10:00 am, Saint Ferdinand t Fred & Clara Piriano (Family)

10:00 am, Saint Gregory 1 Dale Benedum (Craig & Lorie)

11:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Dorothy Tincani (Kera Wilson)

12:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand t Elizabeth Ungarion (Ruthanne
Bluemling)

5:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Linda Pavkovich (John & Patti Booher)

T = deceased
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Advent traditions are important to the Burr Family of Divine Grace Parish to
prepare for our Savior’s birth. When it comes to celebrating the joy of Gaudete
Sunday, it’s all about service.

Y;

“We light the candles on our Advent wreath at dinner, with the pink candle
for the third week,” says Jason Burr. “The kids really enjoy that, taking to heart
the idea of being joyful because of who we are getting ready for.”

Gaudete Sunday represents a shift in Advent from penitential to rejoicing in
anticipation of Christ’s coming.

“When I think of joy, I think of

happiness and family and service,” says

“When I think of joy,
I think of happiness
and family and service...
We try to spread joy
for others.”

Jeanne Burr. “Like going to nursing
homes—our daughters will be singing
carols and our oldest son playing the
piano. We try to spread joy for others.”

Parishioner Jenny Converse says her —Jeanne Burr

family displays their Nativity in the

center of the living room. “We also put up our Christmas tree with a star on
top,” she says. “We talk about how it reminds us of the Star of Bethlehem that
the wise men followed.

“Personally, I love to watch Adventus: A Spiritual Pilgrimage on Formed.org,”
Jenny adds. “I love seeing the story of Jesus’ birth come to life and getting a
glimpse of real places where He lived.”

Evangelist Chris Stefanick in his September presentation at Divine Grace
Parish said the source of joy is gratitude—always giving thanks to God—and
applying the Gospel to all parts of our lives.

“Silence creates space in our life for happiness,” Stefanick writes in his book,
Living Joy. “Rest, friendship, and fun are integral to joyful living.”

The Burr family loves to serve, with sons Matthew and Luke helping the
Scouts set up Santas House in Zelienople, and daughters Elena and Sarah
involved in the Christ-centered American Heritage Gitls.

“Our culture has turned the Christmas season into something very different,”
Jason says. “It’s easy to get too busy. There are a lot of good things to do, but too
much can be detrimental. Advent is our reminder to slow down and remember
why we are preparing.”

S MBS

Saint Ferdinand Church
2535 Rochester Road
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066

Monday - Friday 8:30 am
Wednesday 7:00 pm
First Saturday 8:30 am
Saturday (Vigil) 4:00 pm
6:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am
10:00 am
Noon
5:00 pm
Holy Redeemer Church
415 4™ Street

Ellwood City, PA 16117
Monday - Saturday  9:00 am

Wednesday 7:00 pm
Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am
11:00 am
Saint Gregory Church

2 West Beaver Street
Zelienople, PA 16063

Monday - Thursday 8:00 am

Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am
10:00 am
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Divine Grace Parish

Second Session Set for f\yﬂﬁ’% ?[CHAR!ISTIC
ENDOWMENT PROGRAM Y ONDAY

Divine Grace parishioners have another opportunity to learn how to Holy Redeemer Church
support the parish long-term. Another education session is set to introduce 8:00 am to 8:50 am
the Fund for Divine Grace Parish, an endowment being created from the
new Catholic Foundation for Greater Pittsburgh. —TUESDAY—

The Fund will offer a permanent source of support through long-term, Saint Gregory Church
short-term, and quasi endowments. The most common legacy gifts include 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm
estate commitments such as bequests and retirement plans; designations of
life insurance policies; personal or corporate matching gifts; and charitable Holy Redeemer Church
gift annuities, charitable remainder trusts, and charitable lead trusts. 8:00 am to 8:50 am

Legacy gifts usually cost donors nothing during their lifetimes because
they typically are funded with assets. The principal is invested in the Fund —WEDNESDAY—
and grows. Saint Ferdinand Church

An online education session to present the program and answer questions 9:00 am to 6:30 pm
is set for Tuesday, December 16 at 6:30 pm. Use this Zoom link: Holy Redeemer Church
hetps://shorturl.at/ZX400q. Learn more at www.cfgpitt.org. 9:30 am to 7:00 pm

Visit https://partner.freewill.com/cfgpitt to create a will or make a legacy gift.
—FRIDAY—

JUBILEE YEAR PILGRIMAGE 10 ITALY Foly Redeemer Courch

I 5 ‘ifﬁ Saint Ferdinand Church

9:00 am to 10:00 am

—SUNDAY—
Holy Redeemer Church
12:15 pm to 5:00 pm

o, ", \ L

Photos pictured left to right: Pilgrims outside the Colosseum (seen in rear left). Church of the Gesil,
sculpture titled The Triumph of Faith Over Idolatry.

Our Faith on Fire pilgrims arrived in Rome, Italy on a Jubilee Year pilgrimage.
Arrival on Thursday, December 4 began with a walking tour of the Piazza
Navona, Pantheon, Spanish Steps and several churches.

Friday included a pilgrimage to the Holy Door of Saint Paul Outside the Walls,
praying at Saint Peter and in Chains, visiting the Colosseum and Roman Forum.
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CONFESSION
cheddle

—TUESDAY—

Saint Gregory Church
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm
—WEDNESDAY—

Holy Redeemer Church
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm

Saint Ferdinand Church
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm

—SATURDAY—

Holy Redeemer Church
9:30 am to 10:30 am

Saint Ferdinand Church
10:00 am to 11:00 am

Saint Gregory Church
10:00 am to 11:00 am

formed

Week of December 14, 2023

Adventus: A Spiritual
Pilgrimage
This  Advent, make a spiritual

pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Uncover |§

the beauty of the place where Christ was
born, preparing your heart for Christ’s
coming so you can enter more deeply into
this season.

30 Minutes BC

30 Minutes BC creatively explores the
profound

emotions and  intimate
struggles of Mary and Joseph during the
final 30 minutes before the birth of Jesus.
As the clock ticks down, the couple
navigates a whirlwind of hope, joy and

unvertainty, turning to God amidst it all.

Is Christmas Pagan?

Dr. Michael Barber answers some of
the Internet’s most asked questions about
Christmas. Is Christmas a pagan holiday?
Why is Christmas celebrated on
December 25? What happened at the
“first Christmas?” Find our the answers to
these and more!

]OSPYENTPS

30 Minutes B.C.
A Nativity Play

Is Christmas a

PAGAN
HOLIDAY?

Want to grow in faith on your own time? Divine Grace Parish offers free access
to Formed, an online hub of Catholic movies, talks, studies, and kids content.

Visit https://signup.formed.org, enter our parish name, and start exploring today.

Early Submission for Bulletin:

Due to the upcoming holidays, please send your

announcement two Mondays before the publish

date to rdewitt@divinegracepgh.org. Thank you!
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realities of migration with compassion. The talk

Hall. Please RSVP at https://divinegracepgh.org/talks.

IRANGER

How can Divine Grace Parish respond to the Gospel call to welcome the
stranger in ways that are rooted in Catholic Social Teaching? Join us for a
rescheduled presentation on how our faith teaches us to respond to the

Thursday, January 22, at 7:00 pm in Saint Ferdinand’s McAndrew-Biller

the

Saint Ferdinand
0ffice Hours

Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 5:00 pm
724-776-2888, ext. 1101
Fax: 724-776-2378

will take place on

2\ This Week at

Saint Ferdinand Church
Monday, December 15
9:15 am Flame of Love, Church Cry Room
9:30 am Women Gathered, Holy Family Room
6:00 pm LifeTeen, Youth Room
7:00 pm Women Gathered, Holy Family Room
Tuesday, December 16
9:00 am Flame of Love, Children’s Liturgy Rm
9:30 am Contemplative Prayer, Holy Family Rm
10:00 am Bible Study, Upper Room
12:00 pm Share the Prayer Rosary Makers, Library
7:00 pm Folk Choir, Church

Wednesday, December 17

9:00 am Comfort Blankets, Oldenski Hall
12:00 pm Book Circle, Holy Family Room

6:00 pm LifeTeen Christmas Party, Oldenski Hall
7:00 pm Bereavement Group, Holy Family Rm

Thursday, December 18
7:00 pm Women’s Club, McAndrew-Biller Hall
7:00 pm Adult Choir, Church

Saturday, December 20
12:00 pm K of C #11838, McAndrew-Biller Hall

Soup Sale this Weekend
Knights of Columbus Council 11887 is offering their
popular soups again following Masses this weekend at
Saint Ferdinand. Choose from among chicken and rice,
stuffed pepper and wedding soup. Thanks for your
support!

Preparing for Our Lord
Saint Ferdinand Church is being decorated for the
Christmas season. If you have some time to help out
on Sunday, December 14, join us for
the “hanging of the greens”
the

noon Mass. Safe environment

immediately ~ following

clearances are required. If you

have any questions, contact
Sherry at 724-622-4179.

Oldenski Hall Renovation Meeting

You are invited to a town hall meeting on Sunday,
December 14 at 1:30 pm to learn about ideas to upgrade
Oldenski Hall. The former Saint Ferdinand Parish raised
$2.7 million for the project. A steering committee has
been discussing different options and is ready to share its
recommendations in the meeting in Oldenski Hall. You
are invited to hear the report, share your thoughts and ask
questions.
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—This Week at Holy Redeemer Church

Monday, December 15
6:00 pm  Christian Mothers, Catholic Center

Thursday, December 18
6:00 pm Social Club, Catholic Center Lunch Room

6:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal, Church

Holy Redeemer
0ffice Hours

Mon - Fri: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

5:00 pm

Friday, December 19
Bingo, Catholic Center

Closed for lunch (12:30-1:00 pm)
724-758-7587, ext. 3002
Fax: 724-752-1466

3:00 pm
4:00 pm

Sunday, December 21

Youth Ministry, Location TBD
Community Dinner, Catholic Center Lunch Room

WARM MEALS,
WA RMER°®
HEARTS L

Teams of volunteers who have been helping with
the Community Dinner on Sundays in the Holy
Redeemer Catholic Center are in need of assistance.

If you would like to help plan, prepare and serve,
or  donate  food
h.org/ec-community-dinners.

items, please visit:
https://divinegrace
Also, find our wish list of needed supplies at
https://tinyurl.com/922728hv. ~ All  help s

appreciated.

Homework Helpers
Recruiting Volunteers
Make a difference in the lives of young learners. A
program called Homework Helpers is organizing in
Ellwood City to support students living in the Walnut
Ridge housing development. A new ministry of Divine
Grace Parish, Homework Helpers is seeking volunteers
to help provide academic support and/or snacks one
evening a week. Please contact Stacey or Cara at

HH@divinegracepgh.org to learn more.

Stocking Stuffers and Big Presents
Still looking for Christmas gift ideas? Divine Grace
Parish’s  online store is fulfilling orders at
https://bit.ly/DGPMerch. Shop for parish logo shirts,
hoodies, hats, jackets, mugs, bottles and more until
Tuesday, December 23. Purchases will be shipped to

your home. Email Jennifer at with any questions at
livorse@divinegracepgh.org.

Your New Ride
Have you bought a ticket yet for the
Parish Car Raffle? Tickets are available
in the narthex of our churches
following Masses. The parish is raffling
off a new Chevy Trax LT. Tickets are
$25 each or 5 for $100. Can you help
sell tickets? Click here: https://bit.ly/3UUg]jR or
scan the QR code to sign up and see the raffle rules.
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Monday, December 15

This Week at Saint Gregory Church —

6:30 pm Khnights of Columbus Council 6177, Blue Room

Wednesday, December 17
6:30 pm  OCIA, School Library

Saint Gregory

Saturday, December 20

8:00 am Catholic Men’s Fellowship, School Library

0ffice Hours

Closed: Monday - Thursday

Share Your Gifts: There’s a ministry for you! Discover ways to serve
that fit your gifts, contact the parish office to learn more.

Friday: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
724-776-2888, ext. 1101
Fax: 724-452-4064

Helping Hearts and Hands
Gift cards will be distributed to those needing some
support during the holidays on Wed., December 17,
10:30 am in the church narthex, a project led by the
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, Saint Gregory
Conference. Recipients must complete paperwork before
the distribution and live in one of four zip codes: 16063,

16037, 16033, or 16123.

Divine Mercy Cenacle
Begins January 29
You are invited to participate in a new Divine
Mercy Cenacle faith sharing group that begins on
Thursday, January 29. We will explore the
profound insights of Saint Fauustina’s diary, delve

Next Hoagie Sale
January 3-4

Thank you for your w
support of our parish’s
Appalachia Mission Trip. Young people and adults
will be repairing and improving homes in Preston
County, West Virginia. To help raise funds for
building supplies, volunteers are selling hoagies after
Masses once a month. Organizer Mindy Pasquale
says the next sale will take place January 3-4.
Parishioners age 14 and up who would like to learn

more, please email appalachia@divinegracepgh.org.

Pray with us on Hallow

into scripture, and reflect on the Catechism.
Meetings will be held three Thursday evenings a
month from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm in the Saint
Gregory School Library. To learn more, contact Judy

Abbs at divinemercypray@divinegracepgh.org or call
412-585-1308.

See the Light

Luminary kits are on sale this weekend and next at

Its not too late to join our parish as we journey
together through Hallow’s Pray25 Challenge, preparing
our hearts for Christmas through daily prayer and
reflection. You can find it on our parish page under the
Community tab. Already using Hallow? Simply open the
app, tap the Community tab at the bottom of your
screen, visit our parish page. New to Hallow? Visit
https://hallow.com/parish, search by zip code - 16066.

Annual Parish Appeal

Saint Gregory Church, December 13-14 and 20-21.
The Knights of Columbus Council 6177 will sell the kits
after Masses for $10, which include enough candles, sand
and bags to make 10 luminaries. Special orders, delivery
requests or orders, please call 814-397-5858.

Supports formation, outreach, and pastoral care
across our diocese including youth ministry, religious
education, and property upkeep. So far, 1,338 donors
have contributed. Give at https://bit.ly/4h5LNvW




Parish News and Events 11

The Week of December 14, 2025

PURPLE

&

Penance & Sacrifice

Preparation .
Used during
Passion Sunday,
Good Friday,
Pentecost,
and the feast
of the Apostles
and martyrs

Used during
Advent and Lent

Anticipation

Used during the
Third Sunday
in Advent and
Fourth Sunday

of Lent

The Meaning of Liturgical Colors

Joy & Purity

Hope, Life
& Growth
Used during
Easter & Christmas
and feasts of the
Blessed Mother,
angels, and saints
who weren't
martyred

Used during
Ordinary Time

O Come Let Us Adore Him

The Magi traveled a great distance to adore Our
Lord in the manger. Thankfully, we have wonderful
opportunities to do that on a regular basis. Prayerfully
consider scheduling a one-hour weekly appointment
with Jesus? Saint Gregory and Saint Ferdinand
churches are looking for adorers — Tuesdays at Saint
Gregory between 3:00 pm and 5:00 pm; Wednesdays
at Saint Ferdinand at 11:00 am or 2:00 pm. Please

email Pam at bakersforlife@gmail.com for Saint
Ferdinand, and Jennifer for Saint Gregory at
jlivorse@divinegracepgh.org or sign up in the

narthex.

Annual Parish Appeal
The campaign funds formation, :
and pastoral care of <N/

RS
our diocese. Additional support last “’)’o

outreach
parishioners and those in need across

year helped parish youth and young
adult ministries, religious education, and
upkeep of our properties. To date, 1,338 donors have
contributed. To give, visit https://bit.ly/4h5IL.NvW

Divine Grace Parish Catholic Library

Our library offers over 1,800 books, including Advent
and Christmas resources. Browse the catalog at
https://divinegracepgh.org/library. Visit in person at
Saint Ferdinand beside the Upper Room (adult books)
and outside the Faith Formation Office (kids books)

during office hours and evening activities

Celebrate Christmas with Us
Join our parish family this Christmas Eve and

Christmas Day as we gather in joy to welcome the

birth of Christ.

Wednesday, December 24
St. Ferdinand Church

* 4:00pm (Church)

* 4:00pm (Oldenski Hall)

* 6:00pm

* Midnight
St. Gregory Church

* 5:00pm and 8:00pm
Holy Redeemer Church

* 5:00pm and 10:00pm

Thursday, December 25
St. Gregory Church

* 8:00am and 10:00am
St. Ferdinand Church

* 9:00am and 11:00am
Holy Redeemer Church

* 10:00am
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— Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 —

On this Gaudete Sunday, our first reading is spilling over with joyful imagery. Isaiah
speaks of various facets of nature known for sterility suddenly teeming with life. He
speaks of frail and fragile human faculties being strengthened and renewed. What causes
this joyful fertility and strength? It is the sight of “the glory of the Lord, the splendor of
our God.” The Lord appears, and he comes to save. That is the Spirit's message this week.

When Isaiah wrote these words of comfort to God’s people, they were staring down
a 70-year exile in Babylon. It looked like the end of the Lord’s promises, the end of his
patience, indeed the end of his mercy. In the face of that daunting reality, the Lord
reminded them again that even though he allows bad things to happen, even the
natural consequences of our sins, he will restore them when “those whom the Lord has
ransomed will return and enter Zion (aka Jerusalem) singing.” This prophecy was
initially fulfilled in 538 B.C. when Cyrus the Great of Persia pronounced an edict
financing the return of the Jewish nation to rebuild Jerusalem. God indeed works in
history. This prophecy still awaits its ultimate fulfillment when Jesus returns to
establish everlasting Messianic peace.

While the promised peace awaits its ultimate fulfillment, it is available to us now.
Not an external, political and interpersonal peace. That will come. Right now the Lord
offers us an interior peace. You see, for Isaiah and for the entire biblical tradition, the
desert has always been as much a spiritual place as it is a physical one. The hardened,
dried out desert is my hardened and dried out heart. It is my pride and hypocrisy and
spiritual deafness and blindness. And it’s yours too. That is precisely where Isaiah says
that the Lord will show up, ready to save, bringing new life. Sure, Advent is a time of
waiting, but this is a promise that Jesus does not want to wait on. Advent is an
invitation to each of us to open our hardened hearts to the only Messiah there is, the
one who wants to come right now, not just in a couple of weeks. Perhaps it is not we
who are waiting for him but he who is waiting for us.

St. John Paul the Great once said, “It is Jesus that you seek when you dream of
happiness; He is waiting for you when nothing else you find satisfies you.” When John
the Baptist’s disciples questioned Jesus as to whether or not he was the long-awaited
Messiah, Jesus pointed to his miracles and quoted this passage from Isaiah directly.
John the Baptist sought him. The Judah of Isaiah’s day sought him. Whether or not we
realize it, you and I are seeking him too.

If you are in an especially dry season, the Spirit wants you to rejoice because
restoration is coming. If you are in a fruitful place and rejoicing is easy for you right
now, praise God for that, but realize that he wants even more joy for you. If you are
like me and you are somewhere in the middle, the Spirit invites you to rejoice and to
remember that he has worked in history, in your own history in fact, and he has
promised to keep working.

Jason Gawaldo

Director for Evangelization

¢ Catechetical Ministries

Final Pious
Pilgrimage
The Pittsburgh Mass Mob
makes its last pious pilgrimage
of the Jubilee Year of Hope on
Sunday, December 21.

The group is traveling to
Immaculate Conception
Church of Saint James Parish
in  Washington  County.
Participants will leave Saint
Gregory at 9:15 am to arrive
for Mass at 10:30 am.
Questions? Contact organizer
Paul Foster at 724-612-1097.



Michael Assaf

Ministry Coordinator of

Youth and Young Adults

LIFETEEN

divine grace parish

LIFE NIGHTS:
MONDAYS
6:00 pm — 8:00 pm
@ St. Ferdinand

Dec. 17 — Christmas Party

SUNDAY SESSIONS
3:00 pm — 4:30 pm
@ Holy Redeemer
Location TBD

December 14

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 13
The Week of December 14, 2025

STEUBENVILLE CONFERENGE
OPENINGS STILL AVAILABLE = REGISTER TODAY!

Students in grades 8—12 are invited to an unforgettable summer weekend at
the Steubenville Conference, July 9-12, 2026. This faith-filled experience
features dynamic speakers, live music, and powerful worship, plus a full day of
fun at Cedar Point!

More than just a trip, the conference is a chance to grow in faith, discover
your purpose, and connect with friends who share the journey.

Early registration is now open! Sign up by March 1 to secure the $50 early
bird rate. Register here: https://tinyurl.com/ycxesusy

\\eV'e PILGRIMAGE IN PICTURES i@}

From December 3-12, twenty young adults from Faith on Fire,
including Divine Grace parishioners, journeyed to Rome and Assisi for the
Jubilee pilgrimage, experiencing sacred sites. Below: the Basilica of St. Paul
Outside the Walls in Rome, and in Assisi at the Cathedral of San Rufino.

n_ 3 g - < , | = I e - -——i;!l“' MI';;;

The Tomb of St. Paul. Saint Carlo Acutis relic.

CHRISTMAS PARTY: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18

Faith on Fire invites all young adults to a Christmas Party on December 18,
from 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm at Dave & Buster’s in Ross Township. Buffet, soft
drinks, and holiday fun!



14  Saint Gregory Catholic School

Divine Grace Parish

GETTING TO THE HEART OF IT

Fifth Grade students in Mrs. Schultz’s Science/Health class
explored how the human
heart works by dissecting
animal  hearts.  They [}
studied both
and function, identifying
specific parts of the heart |
in detail. ‘This optional 45
hands-on lesson is always B

structure

a class favorite, sparking
curiosity and excitement.

CHRISTMAS
ART

In this joyous season,
students are embracing
the spirit of Christmas
through creativity. Third
| and Fourth  Graders
colored placemats with
| festive holiday designs,
adding cheer to their

upcoming holiday meal.

BUILDING
BUDDIES

Each month, different
grades are paired up to :
meet and work together.
Recently, Sixth Graders
joined First Grade friends
in the classroom to make
butter. They also spent
time coloring together,

bonds

across grades and building

strengthening

community.

St. Gregory Catholic School’s

EAs)

Sunday, December 14
8:30 am to 1100 am

Join us for a festive morning at St. Gregory Catholic
School! Children are invited to share their holiday

wishes with Santa while families enjoy a delicious
breakfast and the joyful spirit of the season.

St. Gregory School Cafeteria
115 Pine Street, Zelienople, PA 16063

Enjoy pancakes, sausage, eggs, and more!

Adults: $8 | Seniors: $7 | Children (10 & under): $6
We hope to see you there!

!i’/

B
A
.
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CLASSROOM WISH LIST
Support Mrs. Schultz’s Class

Every pencil, book, and
supply helps spark creativity
and confidence in our
students. By scanning the
QR code, you'll find a list of
items that will make a real
difference in their daily

learning.  Your  support
ensures our classroom stays

stocked with the tools kids need to thrive.




In Remembrance
The Week of December 14, 2025

Sanctuary Sanctuary Prayer
Candle Flowers Garden
A candle burns at Holy Redeemer Saint Ferdinand
Saint Ferdinand A candle burns for:
Altar Flowers: In Memory of
For Lawrence Boschetto Pauline Conforti Eileen Baier
from Elsie, David, Barb & Family from Family from Tom & Rita
Laire Nunes

from Family
In Celebration, In Prayer: As a parish family, we lift up the names and
needs of those in our hearts through prayer. If you would like to have Mary Alice Morris
sanctuary or prayer garden candles, or sanctuary flowers dedicated in honor from Tom & Rita
or memory of a loved one, call 724-776-2888.

C%[ Third Week of Advent
ber 14 - Theme: Jo
n Decem V4
Ve ﬁ‘ 1. Light the first and second purple candles and the pink
candle
Cllreat

r‘a er 2. Read from Scripture: And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen,

as it had been told them.” (Luke 2:20)

3. Pray the Advent Wreath Prayer for Week 3: “Dear Jesus,
help us focus on you during this busy season. May we stay
aware of the joy you bring into our lives. We want to find you
in the everyday moments and come with hearts of gratitude
to your manger on Christmas. Amen.”

4. Reflect: On a scale from 1-10, how would you rate your
joy this Advent? How might God be inviting you to open
yourself up to the joy of the season?

(Source: Dynamic Catholic)




16 Community Connections
Divine Grace Parish

Be a L"g’t"t for all to see.
- Matthew 5:16

Make a Positive Impact
McGuire Memorial has several full and

part-time job opportunities. A faith-based
ministry that serves children and adults
with physical and intellectual disabilities,
McGuire Memorial is seeking candidates
with strong mission-driven values who
want to make a difference. Requirements
include a high school diploma or GED
and the ability to work some weekends.
Must be able to pass multiple clearances
and drug screening. For details, please visit

www.mcguirehires.org.

Support the
Pittsburgh Créche ANIGHT OF

INTERCESSION FOR

CANONIZ

PRAY FOR MIGHTY
E TION

CENTER

For many years, the Pittsburgh Créche Night of Praise: Saint Paul of the Cross Monastery
in downtown Pittsburgh has stood as a 148 Monastery Ave., South Side Slopes, 15203

visible sign of our faith, proclaiming the

birth of our Lord. But expenses continue Christmas Cards and Crafts

_— The Little Sisters of Poor are again selling Christmas
Cards sketched by Sister Martha, LSP. Christmas
2024’s card (a blue sketch) is also available. The

to be a challenge — it costs nearly $90,000

You can help by buying a Pittsburgh

a year to maintain and store the Creche. ‘

Creche Fundraising Lottery Ticket, valid

from January 1 to June 30, 2026. Each / ' C;l:ds ‘a re:. / f0;0$ 1f-0 +$$225 Shl[;}il(;lg; ?2 f of $hl.5 + 3
ticket costs $25 and is based on the PA ‘. N SCLP P 1ng ot i or d +f p ri)orlt}f ° lgp mgéi
Daily Evening Lottery Drawing (3-digit). £ & ristmas cards and crafts can be viewed an

ordered at www.littlesistersofthepoorpittsburgh.org
or call 412-307-1100. All proceeds help support

the elderly poor residents in the Little Sisters care.

For more information or to learn more,

email crechefundraising@diopitt.org or
visit www.diopitt.org/news.




ELLWOOD CITY CANDY

AN Y TR

50
724-758-5594 CONNECTION
ELLWOOD CITY

JIL  724-432-4640

£ [&)finld)

Open Daily Starting at 6 A.M.! o

1656 PA-228 Suite 103,

.

= =
Free Estimates ¢ Service Repairs * New Installs

(724) 846-2126

Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

cranberrydonutconnection.com

Lawrence S. Han, DPM
PODIATRIC MEDICINE & SURGERY
724-553-5706

20397 Route 19, Suite 230
Cranberry Township

\\i

ARE

ATHC

Feed your Faith and LISTEN LIVE
106.7 FM 1510 AM 860 AM

or livestream at www.waob.org

SITTSBURGH WINDOW & DOOR (-

Replacement Windows e Entry Doors ® Storm Doors
Insulated Glass ® Screens

100 Evergreen Ave., Pittsburgh
www.PGHWINDOWDOOR.com

Michael Hetzler
724-452-5900

Tom Jones
412-821-4322

“THE PLACETO BUY BEER IN CRANBERRY TOWNSHIP~

— 41 Dutilh Rd
/71 Cranberry Twp, PA

724.772.2600

Graphic Design and Printed Products
{724) 935-2221 = printshoppgh@gmail.com
133 Grand Avenue = Mars, PA 16046

“Quality Home Comfort Since 1943”

Heating - Air Conditioning
Duct Cleaning - Water Heaters
800-834-NINE
www.homer9.com

Bradley J. Brown, D.D.S

Family Dentistry
Let Us Give You A Smile!
101 5th Street

Elwood City

(724)752-1506 ~Z0S>

; C.;j: eh_.c}L.cQ,-

724-779-3900

20555 Rt. 19
Cranberry Twp. PA 16066

flowersbygerard@yahoo.com

MVP TEAM SHOP

SPORTSWEAR « NOVELITIES - GIFTS
Headquarters For Officially Licensed Sportswear
NFL « MLB « NHL « NBA « NCAA
(724) 758-2544

500 Lawrence Ave « Ellwood City, PA

THE CIGAR SHOPPE
of Ellwood City LLC
707 Lawrence Ave, Ellwk ity, PA 16117
475-325-4738 :

Noeltovicee Esbates

SENIOR LIVING

Call or schedule
your tour today!
T24-758-1200

945 Border Ave. — Ellwood City

Caring, Giving, Living

www.cigar-shoppe.com
* WEIGHT LOSS * PRP
* TRIGGER POINT INJECTIONS / MIGRAINE MANAGEMENT

* WORKERS COMPENSATION ¢ SPORTS INJURIES F LC N
tiktok.com/@falcon.urgent.car 724-235-6000

www.urgentcarecranberry.com 1241 Freedom Rd., Suite 1A, Cranberry Twp. , PA16066

659 CASTLE CREEK DR. - CRANBERRY TWP
KARSKI & SPOKANE

ORTHODONTICS = -
724-591-5758 e karskispokaneortho.com

Thor_ﬁés _Duval[
724.366.6043

tomduvall3@gmail.com

FORMER ASSISTANT
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

D&S
Excavating
ATTORNEY AT LAW Injury/Accident Cases , ,c...cia Harmony, PA
No Recovery/No Fee - srperience couns
724-624-4098

www.telltully.net=724.935.1922

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

833-287-3502 |

& FIRSTstudent

NOW SERVICING SENECA VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT!
JOIN OUR TEAM TODAY - NOW HIRING DRIVERS & MONITORS

COMPETITIVE WAGES
SIGN ON BONUSES AVAILABLE FOR DRIVER AND NON-DRIVER ROLES
PAID CDL TRAINING - NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED

WorkAtFirst.com

Medicare decisions can be
confusing - call for a one-to-
one no charge consultation
with a Licensed Medicare
Advisor.

Crystal A Manning|
Medicare recipients and those Licensed Medicare Advisor}
that assist with decisions 412-716-4942)
need to be informed of the  CrYStelmanning@gmail.com
best options based on their
individual situation.

REMOVE THE FEAR,
UNCERTAINTY, AND

Dvonya Sedlacko-
Stephens]

Licensed Medicare Advisor]
412-657-3889
djsedlacko@gmail.com|

COSTLY MISTAKES
WE CAN HELP!

LEYMARIE CLARK LONG P.C.
~ Attorneys at Law ~
Ellwood City Office = 423 Sixth St.
(724) 752-1583
New Castle Offlce 1429 New Butler Rd.
Ste. 8, 2nd Flo
(724) 923 4500

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

Karen L. Vidt

Our mission
is to help
small business
owners achieve

Certified Public Accountant Parishioner

Small Business Consulting ® Tax Planning
Corporate & Personal Tax Preparation
QuickBooks Consulting
626 W. New Castle Street, Zelienople, PA 16063

(724) 452-9261 ® www.KarenLVidtCPA.com
fax (724) 452-9268 e karenv@karenlvidicpa.com

14-1741

long term
success.

Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania



DILLON MCCANDLESS KING

COULTER & GRAHAM LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

600 Cranberry Woods Drive, Suite 175 |GfoundSGuys

Cranberry Township, PA 16066
724-776-6644 www.dmkcg.com

LUXENBURG, GARBETT, KELLY & (GEORGE
ATTORNEYS AT LAw

CIviL TRIAL SPECIALISTS
724-758-7581 724-658-8535

Since A PART OF UPMC SENIOR COMMUNITIES

1982 84 Beautiful Acres right here

in Cranberry Twp.
100 Norman Dr.
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066

Samuel Teolis Funeral Home o
and Crematory Inc.
Proudly serving the Divine Grace Parish, Holy Redeemer Church of
Ellwood City, Koppel and surrounding areas since 1955
309 Spring Ave., Ellwood City, PA 16117 «724-758-3222

Seruing as we would want to be sehved. r

URBAN PLUMBING
MASTER PLUMBING
FREE ESTIMATES
FuLLY INSURED « PARISHIONER
No Job Too Small

724-774-1622

RETAINING
WALLS

Landscape/ Lawn Care Services

“We know you're busy, let us do the work for you”
- Seasonal Clean Up - Retaining Walls - Patios

- Lawn Mowing - Edging - Shrub / Hedge Trimming
- Mulch / Decorative Rocks - String Trimming

- Bed Creation/Redefining/Maintenance

724766-6781 - www.GroundsGuys.com/ellwood-city

catholicmatch’
Pennsylvania

PA126771

MICHAEL C. PANGONIs D.C.
PALMER GRADUATE
(724) 758-5733

300 FOUNTAIN AVE.
OpPTIMUM HEALTH
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

JEREMIAH BONDRA DMD, PC
JEREMIAH BONDRA DMD, FAGD < DENNIS HAMILTON DMD
— Family and Cosmetic Dentisty —

214 W. Grandview Ave. Zelienople
(724) 452-7960 © wwwy.drieremiahbondra.com

— SHERWOODOAKS.COM
SHERWOOD OAKS 4 _g00_g42-2217
Our North Region's Catholic Elementary Schools
@ o @ r ol Visit ..E &
o N\I 2 Us! R
Ugh,i,;;’,' aons, ) SOD AR RO

+ Blessed Francis Seelos Academy
+ Blessed Trinity Academy
+ Butler Catholic School
4+ Holy Cross Academy
4+ Holy Sepulcher School
4+ Saint Kilian Catholic School
4+ St. Gregory School

4+ St. Wendelin School
o e OUR cOMMUNITY

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT Ko
ORGANIZATION NEED A

A NEWSLETTER? o
f4

Engaging, ad-supported
scanto Y
contactus!

print and digital newsletters

to reach your community.

Visit Ipicommunities.com

accu-copy
reprographics

Local, Family-owned Printer
Announcements e Copies e Banners
Business Cards e Invitations e Large Format

724.935.7055 e www.accu-copy.com

302 Thomson Park Dr, Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6318

2He
E

lndependence

322 South Main Street
Ze m\()pk

VERONICA VEZZANI, MD

= Primary Care
Schedule today!

833-391-0737

Small Business Apparel

New Hire/Appreciation Kitting
2 Golf Qutings

Events Pre-orders and on-site

Fundraising Opportunities

= Qutpatient
Services
Walk-in blood draws

20636 Route 19, Suite
Cranberry Township

School and Athletic Spiritwear
Marketing Accessories and Giveaway ltems

YOUR DREAM HOME IS CALLING —

CALL ME TODAY!

YOUR LOCAL REALTOR® & PARISHIONER FOR 20 YEARS BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
Office: 724-776-3686 o« Cell: 412-260-1569
GiaAlbanowski@TPRSold.com

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

WHY NOT ANSWER

GIA ALBANOWSKI

REALTOR?

HomeServices

The Preferred Realty

Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania 14-1741
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SIN
524 Northpointe Circ
Seven Fields, PA f &
724-591-5776 k]

Shop our selection
of traditional, vintage, =
and alternative

Amada Senior In-Home Care
Allows Older Adults To Stay At Home With The Level
Of Care They Need To Be Safe And Comfortable,
While Providing Their Family With Peace Of Mind.
Chad and Vicki Craig, Owners / Parishioners

AMADA

* Free In-Home Care Consultations
* Long Term Care Insurance Claims

* Veterans Financial Assistance Programs

Jaéh Marshall
c. aﬁm’;g

“Your Catering Specialists”
Gourmet to Down-Home Cooking

=7vE| 724-444-1384

2
www.johnmarshallcatering.com
info@johnmarshallcatering.com

engagement rings 24/7. ™ S5 AT
MOSESJEWELERS.C m weddings@johnmarshallcatering.com

412-334-2552 - www.amadapittsburghnw.com

WHEN YOU ARE
READY TO GET
YOUR LIFE BACK
AND ELIMINATE
MIGRAINES FOREVER -

Call Us!
‘724-741-6080 www.PghMigraine.com — =

See Our
Google Reviews!

© ADT-Monitored Home Security g ‘

oo Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

833-287-3502 [mrjigd"

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

MOLYNEAUX HOME"

CARPET | FLOORS | KITCHENS | PAINTING

Faith. Community.
Craftsmanship.

Owned by a fellow parishioner, Molyneaux Home is
proud to serve our Pittsburgh community. We bring care,
integrity, and expert craftsmanship to every project—
from beautiful floors to complete kitchen refreshes.

» X W

Free In-Hame & Expert Design Premium Quality
Showroom Consults Assistance Materials

Stop by our showroom, we are next door!

A FREE ESTIMATE | 4
®412-534-5599

. MolyneauxHome.com

14-1741

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania



' FDIC Caruey PRIMACY
NeATicr Bank (it (P) ranTiNG

Service in Ellwood City I N C IFr:asélllchﬁ?mEs

www.nextierbank.com
Catt Tom oz T24-651-3289 o
COZAD Garage Doors TAKE THE TIME

" 29
H H . 2 Family Owned & Operated
PM Presentation Ministries cales oy Ouned s Cperated TO TAKE THE TIME
GARAGE DOORS * ELECTRIC OPENERS H H H
One Bread, One Body SPRINGS & CABLES REPLACED P"macypamtmg-com
3230 McHenry Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45211 724-735-4403 _ .
www.PresentationMinistries.com || & Clopay’ LiftMaster CARL COLLINS Il - 412-770-6457
D I M E Gene G. Dimeo, Esq. | @wkgrﬂuttm 75
¢ haircuts for kKids 7
7 2 4 - 7 5 2 - 9 9 5 5 + Fun For Kids, Stress-Free For Parents! |
__LAWGROUPR.PLLC™  www.DimeoLawGroup.com | Gmue i e
Northwestern Mutual
Wealth Management Company*
‘ L] Ken Sinagra, CLU, ChSNC*, Managing Direct
/ N % o ma\?\lr:alth Managementa::vgilsr:)gr reeter
& 600 Cranberry Woods Dr, Ste 450, Cranberry Twp, PA 16066
LIBEHW RODFING PROS . m P72477'§'!?l]’8§§%$123033927|kenne(hsmagra com
+ Roofing « Siding « Gutters
PALE PLUMBING + Gutter Guards - Exterior Cleaning %jgg@ Lt

u Residential - Registered Master Plumber Resf{'%e:rglcql{)gfocﬂ’;&recml FLOWER SHOP

Installation - Service & Repair - Fully Insured i Ing Aval 1247582262 )ik Cotsi Patti Kuhn,
Over 40 Years Experience Vince Pale - Parishioner ) 724-60_5-4024 2]218 Sixg%itreet AR Ovan:;/SDeSsi%r;e;
724-776-9280 $20.° OFF-mention bulletin libertyroofingpros.com  |;,%¢,"” wow posicsbypatti.com

Providing the highest level of care for over 100 years

JoNATHAN W. PUGH, SUPERVISOR

DEVLIN BrianN P. DEVLIN, FUNERAL DIRECTOR

FUNERAL ITOML 724-772-8800 | DEVLINFUNERALHOME.COM
2678 Rochester Road - Cranberry Township, PA

CRANBERRY SUPPLY CO.

ID Nwaogu, REALTOR Mulch « Top Soil  Building Supplies - L1 Call for A/C Maintenance, @
il Service or Free
X ) (724) 776'1 61 0 3 - Replacement Estimates “E@uﬂm

Buying or selling? Rowan Rd. Cranberry Twp., PA - 724-667-9377
Johnny McClymonds & g

&% StateFarm N Thank You

www.propertiesbyidara.com || [isa Caughey Insurance Agency Inc for your Votes!
Lisa Caughey, Agent
724-774-9010

1270 Freedom Crider Rd
www.lisacaughey.com

REALTY GROLP

Lawrence & Mercer

Counties Only Dicaprio Lou DiCaprio

Nationally Certified . L
IICRC Company Carpet Cleaning Owner/Parishioner

#NOOOBODY
Gets Your Carpet Cleaner! [ Satisbied Cupbsmond] | sn’s.
R L e Clgg

BEST AUTO BODY SHOP
BEST AUTO DETAILING Jkie . | _ s ﬂ_;--ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁ

AN 7124.776.6610

BOYLAN Miraie™

GLENN-KILDOO

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES () e p— Operatecl Adam, Pat, Patrick II
Cranberr wp - Evans City - Connoquenessin: wp - Zelienople .
Srambersy Tup - Fans €y Connoquencesing T - Zeiencr by the Boylan Family =~ PATRICK J. BOYLAN II
WWW.l)oylanfuneralservwes.com SUPERVISOR

@ For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania 14-1741



