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Father Jim's Christmas Message
The Week of December 21, 2025

DIVINE GRACE PARISH
OFFICE OF THE PASTOR
Christmas 2025

Dear Friends in Christ,

Blessed Christmas to you! As I celebrate Christmas liturgies, please know that I will hold in my heart
the intentions of our parish. I want to thank those who provide leadership in our parish, the countless
volunteers who support the ministries, apostolates, and organizations which enable us to be a vibrant
and welcoming community, and to our dedicated clergy and staff.

I want to thank those who have registered in our parish this past year, those who may have left the
Church and now have returned, and those who are new to the area. As we hear in the Christmas liturgy
— The Word became flesh and dwelt among us! The sacramental and liturgical experience of God made
possible by Jesus Christ is what our Catholic Church brings to the world. It is the Holy Eucharist which
sustains us and feeds our spiritual lives. Indeed, the Lord stated that man cannot live by bread alone; one
cannot live by only what the world offers.

The heraldry of the Angels — Glory to God in the Highest and on earth peace to people of good will — this

is why we go to Mass: to glorify God in worship as a community. This is why it is essential for us to invite

those back to the Faith who have left.

This past year may have brought difficulties for those who lost a loved one, those who struggle
financially, those who are homebound or in a nursing home, those who are lonely, those who struggle
with a health issue. May the Lord bring you peace and consolation in your suffering.

My prayer for you and for our parish is that the Christmas mystery can be lived each day. As the
shepherds and kings went to the crib, so we too come to meet our Lord at Mass. He comes to us and we
go to Him as a parish community.

Blessings to everyone for a wonderful Christmas season. Please pray for me as I pray for you.

Sincerely yours?fiyhe Lord,

Fathéf James A. Wehner, S.T.D.

Pastor

2535 Rochester Road, Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania 16066-6496
724-776-2888 | http://divinegracepgh.org
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4  Mass Intentions
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[ ask that...prayers, petitions, and

Saturday, December 20 - 4 Sunday of Advent
4:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Duane & Norma Dearfield (Jan Wetzel)
5:00 pm, Holy Redeemer 1 Joe Osterrieder (Family)

5:00 pm, Saint Gregory T Margaret Bal (Family)

6:00 pm- Saint Ferdinand 1 Joe & Cecelia Wirth (Family)

Sunday, December 21 - 4 Sunday of Advent
8:00 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Carol Sinicki (Elsie Bonvenuto)

8:00 am, Saint Gregory T Hernon Family (Jack & Pam Hernon)
9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Rosanne Carosi (Lou Ferrario)

10:00 am, Saint Ferdinand T Fred & Clara Piriano (Family)

10:00 am, Saint Gregory T Dale Benedum (Craig & Lorie)

11:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Dorothy Tincani (Kera Wilson)

12:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand T Elizabeth Ungarion (Ruthanne Bluemling)

5:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Linda Pavkovich (John & Patti Booher)

Monday, December 22
T Alexander W. Dorsch (Gene &
Veronica Vezzani)
8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 John Rodish (Family)
9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Mary Jo Showalter (Knights of
Columbus 11389)

8:00 am, Saint Gregory

Tuesday, December 23

8:00 am, Saint Gregory T Holy Souls in Purgatory

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Theresa Mogielski (Family)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Lou & Doreen Tomon (Divine Grace
Social Services)

Wednesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
1 David Kardish (Friend)
8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Jennie C. Lee (Judy Merten, Lorraine

8:00 am, Saint Gregory

Ortega & Serena Lee Carley)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Bruce Patrick (Wife, Janet & Son, Cody)
4:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand
Oldenski Hall 1 David White (Saint Ferdinand 4:00 pm

Greeters)
4:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand
Church T Beau Barclay (Mom, Dad & Family)
5:00 pm, Saint Gregory T Jim & Stella luzzolino (Family)
5:00 pm, Holy Redeemer 1 Robert Sutkowski (Joe & Colleen Flecher)
6:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Deceased Members of Nowak &

Conenen Families (Family)

8:00 pm, Saint Gregory Don & Nancy Pepe- For the Temporal
& Spiritual Welfare (Livorse Family)
10:00 pm, Holy Redeemer 1 Donald & Kathy Carsele (John Biondi)

Midnight, Saint Ferdinand 1 George Burnet V (Joyce & Mike O'Reilly)

Thursday, Dec. 25 - The Nativity of the Lord
8:00 am, Saint Gregory T Tommy Zinkham (Mark Gordon)
9:00 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Bill & Rose Foerster (Family)

10:00 am, Saint Gregory Mark & Karen Geno- For the Temporal
& Spiritual Welfare (Family)

10:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Catherine Shuttleworth (Ladies of Charity)

11:00 am, Saint Ferdinand T Larry DeCicco (Family)

Friday, December 26 - Saint Stephen

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Christopher Young (Elaine Burns)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 In Celebration of the 50" Wedding
Anniversary of Michael & Joanne Smith
(Mary Oprisu)

9:00 am, Saint Gregory Sarah Buzzard - For the Temporal &

Spiritual Welfare (Family)

Saturday, December 27 - St. John the Apostle

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Carl Pohto (Wife & Children)

4:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Mulcrone Family (Family)

5:00 pm, Holy Redeemer 1 Dr. Wayne Burick (Richard & Ann Tomak)

5:00 pm, Saint Gregory T Lynda Vezzani (Gene & Veronica Vezzani)

6:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Neil Bunni (Nadeem, Luma, Rawah &
Ryan)

Sunday, December 28 - The Holy Family of

Jesus, Mary & Joseph

8:00 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Karl Kushnereit (Brenckel Family)

8:00 am, Saint Gregory T David Stramella (Family)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Louis & Ethel Ferrucci (Debbie Pagley)

10:00 am, Saint Ferdinand t Bill Jenkins (Elsie, David, Barb &
Families)

10:00 am, Saint Gregory 1 Patricia Pegher Miller (Kay, Christie &
Brad)

11:00 am, Holy Redeemer t Sally Abels (Family)

12:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Joan & Bernard Cauley (Family)

5:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Mary Ritchey (Sherry & Ray Maudie)

T = deceased
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Saint Ferdinand Church
2535 Rochester Road
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066

Mon — Tues — Wed — Fri
8:30 am

Christmas Eve
Wednesday, December 24
Church — 4 pm, 6 pm, Midnight
Oldenski Hall — 4:00 pm

Christmas Day
Thursday, December 25
The Nativity of the Lord
9:00 am, 11:00 am

Saturday, December 27 (Vigil)
4:00 pm, 6:00 pm

Sunday, December 28
The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary & Joseph

8 am, 10 am, Noon, 5 pm

New Year's Eve
Wednesday, December 31
Holy Mother of God
7:00 pm, Midnight

New Year’s Day
Thursday, January 1
Holy Mother of God
8:30 am, Noon

Holy Redeemer Church
415 4th Street
Ellwood City, PA 16117

Mon — Tues — Wed — Fri — Sat
9:00 am

Christmas Eve
Wednesday, December 24
5:00 pm, 10:00 pm

Christmas Day
Thursday, December 25
The Nativity of the Lord
10:00 am

Saturday, December 27 (Vigil)
5:00 pm

Sunday, December 28
The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary & Joseph
9:00 am, 11:00 am

New Year’s Eve
Wednesday, December 31
Holy Mother of God
7:00 pm

New Year’s Day
Thursday, January 1
Holy Mother of God
9:00 am

Saint Gregory Church
2 West Beaver Street
Zelienople, PA 16063

Mon — Tues — Wed 8:00 am
Friday 9:00 am

Christmas Eve
Wednesday, December 24
5:00 pm, 8:00 pm

Christmas Day
Thursday, December 25
The Nativity of the Lord

8:00 am, 10:00 am

Saturday, December 27 (Vigil)
5:00 pm

Sunday, December 28
The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary & Joseph
8:00 am, 10:00 am

New Year's Eve
Wednesday, December 31
Holy Mother of God
4:00 pm

New Year’s Day

Thursday, January 1
Holy Mother of God
8:00 am, 10:00 am
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Advent Treath Prayer Asratoen:

Fourth Week of Advent H_[A?SNDA;Z_/?
December 21 - Theme: Love | 00y Keaeemer LAUTe

8:00 am to 8:50 am
1. Light all four candles

2. Read from Scripture: And the angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for —TUESDAY—
behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the Saint Gregory Church
people; for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm
Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11)

Holy Redeemer Church

3. Pray the Advent Wreath Prayer for Week 4: “Dear Jesus, may the light
8:00 am to 8:50 am

of your love always shine in our hearts. As Christmas draws closer, we
marvel at your great love for us. Let your love transform every aspect of our

lives and touch everyone we encounter. Our hearts are open to you, Jesus. —WEDNESDAY—
Amen.” Holy Redeemer Church
4. Reflect: What concerns, worries, joys and prayers do you want to 9:00 am to Noon
bring to Jesus this Christmas?
(Source: Dynamic Catholic) — F RI D AY_
Holy Redeemer Church
Ensuring Your Strong b g L e
Faith Lives On Saint Ferdinand Church

9:00 am to 10:00 am

—SUNDAY—

Holy Redeemer Church
12:15 pm to 4:00 pm

Many parishioners faithfully and
generously support Divine Grace Parish
through their weekly offertory giving. But
what about leaving a lasting legacy?

The new Catholic Foundation for
Greater Pittsburgh is creating endowed
funds at parishes for donors to provide a |2
permanent source of support with gifts
that reflect their values and help the

programs and ministries they care about.

Common legacy gifts include estate commitments such as bequests and
retirement plans, designations of life insurance policies, personal or corporate
matching gifts, and trusts and annuities. Because they are typically funded with
assets, legacy gifts usually cost donors nothing during their lifetimes. You may
designate your donation your donation or leave it unrestricted. It’s an
opportunity to sustain our parish, advance our faith, and endow our future.

Visit https://partner.freewill.com/cfgpitt to create a will or make a legacy gift.
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CONFESSION
cheddle

—MONDAY—

Saint Ferdinand Church
Noon to 1:00 pm

—TUESDAY—

Saint Gregory Church
5:00 pm to 6:00 pm

Holy Redeemer Church
6:00 pm to 7:00 pm

—WEDNESDAY—

NO Confessions on
Wednesday, December 24

—SATURDAY—

NO Confessions on
Saturday, December 27

o

ACT OF CONTRITION

My God, I am sorry for
my sins with all my heart.
In choosing to do wrong

formed

Week of December 21, 2023

The Story of Christmas
In this special hour-long television ¢
event, Benjamin Cello and his friends
travel to Pennywhistle Park for a

spectacular shadow puppet retelling of
“The Story of Christmas” by Brother [ir;C:

Joseph and “The Shadow of His Wings”
puppet theater.

Christmas | Sacred Art

Join Dr. Ben Akers and Taylor Kemp as  [F
they look at the painting Adoration of the [SY+{@3 RED
Shepherds by Gerard van Honthorst to ART: g
celebrate the Nativity of our Lord. This \ ¥
famous painting reveals the Christ Child CHRISTMK_S' ‘
as the light that has come into the world '

and also depicts the Blessed Mother, St. Joseph , and the shepherds to be

models of adoration to our humble Lord who came as a helpless baby.

What Catholics Believe:
Christmas, Traditions, Santa

Join Dr. Michael Barber as he answers
some of the Internet’s most popular
questions about Christmas. What are the
12 days of Christmas? Was Santa Claus a
real person? What is Advent?

Was Santa Claus a

REAL
PERSON?

Want to grow in faith on your own time? Divine Grace Parish offers free access
to Formed, an online hub of Catholic movies, talks, studies, and kids content.

and failing to do good,
[ have sinned against You.
1 firmly intend, with Your
help, to do penance, to sin

no more, and to avoid

Visit https://signup.formed.org, enter our parish name, and start exploring today.

Early Submission for Bulletin:

whatever leads me to sin. Due to the holidays, please send your announcement
Amen. two Mondays before the publish date to Bob De Witt

at rdewitt@divinegracepgh.org. Thank you!
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Monday, December 22
9:15 am Flame of Love, Church Cry Room
7:00 pm Adult Choir, Church

This Week at Saint Ferdinand Church —

Tuesday, December 23
9:00 am
7:00 pm

Flame of Love, Children’s Liturgy Room
Folk Choir, Church

Saint Ferdinand
0ffice

Holiday Office Hours

Monday, Dec. 22, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. Closed Tuesday, Dec. 23
through Thursday, January 1. Reopening January 2, 2026.

724-776-2888, ext. 1101
Fax: 724-776-2378

VBS Registration is Opening

As you begin to plan your summer vacation, don’t
forget about VBS! We will offer two Vacation Bible
School opportunities this summer: a full-week program at
St. Ferdinand the week of June 15 and a three-day
experience at Holy Redeemer the week of June 22.
Registration opens over Christmas break. Kids entering
4-year-old preschool through 5% grade may attend VBS,

and youth can begin volunteering as young as 6 grade.

Comfort the Sorrowful
The and New Year’s
holidays can be a lonely and difficult

Christmas

time for those who are suffering a loss.
When we offer a listening ear, a note of

encouragement, or a prayer, we live the
Spiritual Work of Mercy to comfort the
sorrowful. Be the gentle presence of Jesus for
someone who needs support over the next few weeks.

Open a Book, Open Your Mind

Our parish library contains over 1,800 books and
counting, including many great resources for Advent and
Explore
https://divinegracepgh.org/library. The physical library is
located at Saint Ferdinand beside the Upper Room (adult
books) and outside of the Faith Formation Office (kids’
books), and you can visit during regular office hours and

Christmas. our online catalog at

evening activities.

Spending Time with Our Lord

The Magi traveled a great distance to adore Our Lord in
the manger. Thankfully, we have wonderful opportunities
to do that on a regular basis. Prayerfully consider
scheduling a one-hour weekly appointment with Jesus?
Saint Gregory and Saint Ferdinand churches are looking
for adorers — Tuesdays at Saint Gregory between 3:00 pm
and 5:00 pm; Wednesdays at Saint Ferdinand at 11:00 am
or 2:00 pm. Please email Pam at bakersforlife@gmail.com

for Saint Ferdinand, and Jennifer for Saint Gregory:

livorse@divinegracepgh.org or sign up in the narthex.

Beautiful Churches
Thank you to all who helped to prepare our
churches for the Christmas season, including setting
up evergreen trees and hanging decorations. We
appreciate you helping our Art and Environment
Teams in caring for our sacred spaces and making
them look beautiful for this liturgical season.

Parish Online Store
Closes December 23

Christmas
heeps://bit.ly/DGPMerch. Our store will close on

Get your last-minute gifts at

Tuesday, December 23.
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Friday, December 26

—This Week at Holy Redeemer Church

5:00 pm  Bingo, Catholic Center

Sunday, December 28

4:00 pm Community Dinner, Catholic Center Lunch Room
Holy Redeemer P v
Office Holiday Office Hours
Monday, December 22, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. Closed for lunch
724-758-7587, ext. 3002 (12:30 pm to 1:00 pm)
Fax: 724-752-1466 Closed Tuesday, December 23 through Thursday, January 1.

Reopening January 2, 2026.

New Year Prayer and Party
Ring in 2026 alongside other Divine Grace parishioners in our
annual Prayer and Party celebration. It gets underway at Holy
Redeemer Church on Wednesday, December 31 at 7:00 pm with a
Holy Hour, Rosary, Divine Mercy, Litany of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
with Confessions available. The celebration then moves to the Rectory
at 9:00 pm with drinks and snacks.

Helping with Community Dinners
Teams of volunteers who have been

helping with the Community Dinner on
44 Sundays in the Holy Redeemer Catholic

Center are in need of assistance. If you
| would like to help plan, prepare and

serve, or donate food items, visit:

hteps://divinegracepgh.org/ec-community-dinners. Also, find our
wish list of needed supplies at https://tinyurl.com/9227z8hv. All

help is appreciated.

Homework Helpers Recruiting Volunteers
Make a difference in the lives of young learners. A program called
Homework Helpers is organizing in Ellwood City to support students
living in the Walnut Ridge housing development. A new ministry of
Divine Grace Parish, Homework Helpers is seeking volunteers to help
provide academic support and/or snacks one evening a week. Please

contact Stacey or Cara at HH@divinegracepgh.org to learn more.

Sl 2 Y%

New Year s Eve
Dinner & Bingo

Sponsored by the Divine Grace Parish
Social Club. Doors at the Holy
Redeemer Catholic Center open at 5:00
pm. The cost of $40 includes a dinner of
pork loin, kielbasa, sauerkraut, mashed
potatoes, green beans, tea, and coffee
with dessert. Advance purchase tickets
only, no sales at the door. Contact John

Pansera at 724-752-3751.

PARISH OFFICES WILL BE
CLOSED FROM Tuesday, December
23 through Thursday, January 1, and
will reopen on Friday, January 2, 2026.

We wish you a Happy and Holy
Christmas and New Year.
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Tuesday, December 23
7:00 pm  Adult Choir, Church

This Week at Saint Gregory Church —

Saturday, December 27
8:00 am

Catholic Men’s Fellowship, School Library

Holiday Office Hours
Closed through Thursday, January 1.

Reopening January 2, 2026, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.

Saint Gregory
0ffice

724-776-2888, ext. 1101
Fax: 724-452-4064

Theology on Tap:
Fr. Mark Thomas Talk
Join us in the Blue Room at Saint Gregory on
Thursday, January 8, 7:00 pm for a casual evening
featuring drinks and apps, a 30- 40-minute talk by Father
Mark on The Blessed Mother, and Q & A. Free event;
courtesy RSVP at https://divinegracepgh.org/talks.
Mark your calendar for future Theology on Tap talks
at Saint Gregory on February 12 and March 5.

New Group on Divine Mercy
Starts January 29

You are invited to participate in a new Divine
Mercy Cenacle faith sharing group that begins on
Thursday, January 29. We will explore the
profound insights of Saint Fauustina’s diary, delve
into scripture, and reflect on the Catechism.
Meetings will be held three Thursday evenings a
month from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm in the Saint
Gregory School Library. To learn more, contact Judy

Abbs at divinemercypray@divinegracepgh.org or call
412-585-1308.

Luminary Sale Ends December 21
Luminary kits are on sale again this weekend at Saint
Gregory Church, December 20-21. The Knights of
Columbus Council 6177 will sell the kits after Masses for
$10, which include enough candles, sand and bags to
make 10 luminaries. To order, please call 814-397-5858.

Raising Funds for Appalachia

Thank you for your support of our parish’s Appalachia
Mission Trip. Young people and adults will be repairing
and improving homes in Preston County, West Virginia.
To help raise funds for building supplies, volunteers are
selling hoagies after Masses once a month. Organizer
Mindy Pasquale says the next sale will take place January
3-4. Parishioners age 14 and up who would like to learn

more, should email appalachia@divinegracepgh.org.

Saint Gregory Organ

Our restored organ has been blessed but
fundraising continues. The total cost is $585,000
and gifts to date have totaled about $375,000. You
may make a pledge with reoccurring donations or a
one-time gift. Please email Father Jim at
jwehner@diopitt.org. The Dedication Concert for
the new organ will be held on Friday, January 30 at
7:00 pm. You are welcome! Donors will be receiving
a personal invitation from Fr. Jim.
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Unto us a M is born

the
<IRANGER

How can Divine Grace Parish respond to the
Gospel call to welcome the stranger in ways that are
rooted in Catholic Social Teaching? Join us for a
rescheduled presentation on how our faith teaches us
to respond to the realities of migration with
compassion. The talk will take place on Thursday,
January 22, at 7:00 pm in Saint Ferdinand’s
McAndrew-Biller ~ Hall. RSVP  at
https://divinegracepgh.org/talks.

Please

Ticket to Ride
Have you bought a ticket yet for the Parish Car Raffle?
Tickets are available in the narthex of our churches

following Masses. The parish is raffling off
a new Chevy Trax LT. Tickets are $25 each
or 5 for $100. Can you help sell tickets?
Click here: https://bit.ly/3UUqJjR or scan

the QR code to sign up and see the raffle
rules. The drawing is Sunday, January 11.

DIVINE GRAGE PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT

Sunday Collection total for
December 6-7, 2025 = $54,145
Second Collection = $21,810
(for Parish Appeal)
Immaculate Conception = $9,839
' Parish Members = 18,834

Parish Households = 7,112

This weekend’s second collection is for Maintenance/

Building Upkeep. 7hank you for your generosity.

WINTER WARMTH DRIVES,
THANK YOU!

Thanks to all who donated new or gently used coats for
those in need this winter.
Hundreds of coats, hats, |
gloves and blankets were
collected and distributed
earlier this month at the
Holy Redeemer Catholic
Center and the Red Door
downtown. May God
bless all for their

generosity.

Clearing the Way
Do you know of a reliable commercial snow plowing
service that is accepting new business? Divine Grace
Parish is looking for a new operator to clear the parking
lots at Saint Ferdinand and Saint Gregory this winter. If
you can recommend someone, please email Deacon Don

at dpepe@diopitt.org. Thank you!

Close of Jubilee Year of Hope
The Jubilee Year of Hope ofhicially
ends on the Feast of the Epiphany.
Bishop Mark Eckman will
celebrate a Jubilee Closing Mass
on Sunday, December 28,
Noon, at Saint Paul Cathedral in
Oakland, Pittsburgh. You are invited.

Annual Parish Appeal
The campaign funds formation, outreach and pastoral
care of parishioners and those in need across our diocese.
Additional support last year helped parish youth and
young adult ministries, religious education, and upkeep

of our properties. To date, 1,349 donors have
contributed. To give, visit https://bit.ly/4h5TL.NvW
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— Isaiah 7:10-14 —

This week, the Church presents us with one of Isaiah’s most famous prophecies, the
Emmanuel Prophecy. Isaiah delivered this message in 733 B.C. At this time, the
mighty Assyrian Empire was expanding its borders into the Holy Land. The kingdom of
Israel (God’s apostate people who had broken away from the Davidic king ruling over
Judah) and the kingdom of Syria were threatening to invade Judah because its king,
Ahaz, would not join their military alliance to resist the Assyrian advance. The Lord sent
Isaiah to encourage King Ahaz to trust in him and not to trust in a military alliance. As
proof that the Lord would protect Judah, Isaiah asks Ahaz to pick a sign that God can
perform, and Ahaz declines in a huff of false piety. And so the Lord picks the sign: a

virgin will conceive and bear a son named Emmanuel.

Prophecy does not function with the precision of mathematics, and this is a
notoriously tricky prophecy. There is no scholarly consensus as to what Isaiah was
originally referring to. Is “Emmanuel” Ahaz’s son Hezekiah? Is he one of Isaiah’s sons? Is
he a figure of God’s people as a whole? Or does he point ahead to the Messiah? A further
complication is that Isaiah’s Hebrew points to a young woman (a/mah) bearing a child,
not necessarily to a virgin bearing a child. The ambiguity of the reference coupled with
the original language has led hordes of modern scholars to scoft at the Gospel of Matthew
for claiming it as a prophecy of Jesus virgin birth. Yet, for centuries before Jesus was
born, God’s people had been reading Isaiah’s words as referring to “Emmanuel’s” birth
from a virgin mother. Already by the third century B.C., Jewish scholars in Alexandria,
Egypt, who were translating the scriptures into Greek rendered almah as parthenos, a
young woman presumed to be a virgin who miraculously gives birth to a son. This is the
interpretation maintained by the rabbis in the decades before Jesus was born. And of
course, it is the Christian reading of this same prophecy.

Did Isaiah understand the fuller meaning that God intended by this prophecy?
Perhaps, and perhaps not. Did Isaiah’s original audience think that “Emmanuel’s”
mother would be a virgin only until she conceived in the usual way? Perhaps, and
perhaps not. Did God say something to humanity more than 700 years before He
brought about an event that shed new light on what He said in the first place? It seems

so. And therein is the Spirit’s message to us as Christmas draws nearer by the day.

Whether you are new to Mass or have been coming your whole life, you probably
know the biblical Christmas story pretty well. You probably already know what it
“means.” You might even be tempted to zone out a bit as the familiar stories are read yet
again. Don’t do it! The Word of God is living and active (see Hebrews 4:12), and God
has a track record of saying something new with the same old words. Don't hide behind
Ahazs false piety claiming that God would not speak to you in a new and clearly relevant
way through the Christmas Scriptures. Isaiah spoke of Emmanuel, which means “God
is with us,” and that means you, too. If God is with you, He probably has something to
say to you, too. Let him who has ears hear.

Jason Gawaldo

Director for Evangelization
& Catechetical Ministries

EMMANUEL
God With Us

The promise of Isaiah is
fulfilled in Christ, our
light, our hope, and our
joy this Christmas!
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Michael Assaf

Ministry Coordinator of
Youth and Young Adults

LIFETEEN

divine grace parish

LifeTeen will be on break
through the Christmas
holiday. We look forward to
gathering again in the New
Year! Until then, may this
season be filled with joy,
peace, and the light of Christ.

e
' . U

St
A Christmas Prayer

Lord Jesus, as we celebrate
Your birth, fill our hearts with
hope and joy. Keep our
community close to You
during this holy season, and
guide us into the New Year
with faith and love. Amen.

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 13

The Week of December 21, 2025

STEUBENVILLE CONFERENGE
OPENINGS AVAILABLE - REGISTER NOW & SAVE!

Students in grades 8—12 are invited to an unforgettable summer weekend at
the Steubenville Conference, July 9-12, 2026. This faith-filled experience
features dynamic speakers, live music, and powerful worship, plus a full day of
fun at Cedar Point! More than just a trip, the conference is a chance to grow in
faith, discover your purpose, and connect with friends who share the journey.

Early registration is now open! Sign up by March 1 to secure the $50 early
bird rate. Register here: https://tinyurl.com/ycxesusy

@3 JOURNEY'S END FOR OUR PILGRIMS

The Faith on Fire pilgrims are home, reflecting on a wondrous Jubilee
Year journey to Rome and Assisi. From golden sunsets to sacred basilicas,
these photos capture moments where light, prayer, and history meet.

Assisi at sunset.

Mass at St. Paul Outside the Walls, Rome.

Mass at Santa Maria Maggoire.




14  Saint Gregory Catholic School

Divine Grace Parish
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LETTERS TO SANTA

Students in several grades wrote
letters to Santa Claus and sent
them to his attention at the North [
Pole. Fourth graders Nolan and
Isabella hold up their letters before

dropping them in the mail. &

SANTA

DECK THE HALLS
ADVENT TREE (AND HALLWAYS)

) QOur kindergarteners have been bus
As the Advent season continues, our & y

students have been counting down the
days. To mark each day, they add
decorated Christmas bulbs to the
Advent tree. It’s been a beautiful, visual
marker for the children.

decorating the hallways with their festive
artwork. Sweet little gnomes are a favorite,
as Anna shows us.

Mrs. Dunn’s Wish List

CLASSROOM WISH LIST
Support Mrs. Dunn’s Class

COLUMBIAN EXCHANGE

While students are eagerly awaiting Christmas
Day and the birth of Jesus, there is still a lot of &
learning going on! Fifth grade students paired |

up in Social Studies to recreate the § Our teachers appreciate the support

Columbian Exchange, discovering how trade of parents and parishioners in helping

to buy supplies for their classrooms.
This week’s Classroom Wish List is for
Mrs. Dunn in 4™ Grade. Thank you!

routes increased the availability of spices, _
plants, and animals between the New World | ¢
and the Old World.




In Remembrance
The Week of December 21, 2025

Candle

e ® A candle burns at Saint Ferdinand

o8 %%& o 4 Saint Ferdinand A candle burns for:

For Dan & Florence Coennen Lynda R. Steven.s
from Stevens Family

In Celebration, In Prayer: from Family
As a parish family, we lift up the Theresa Mogielski
names and needs of those in our Saint Gregory from Family
In Memory of Nancy Bancro,

hearts t.hrough prayer. If you ff’o r{ Fami?}’f ft George D. Virostek
would like to have sanctuary or from Wife Cloria
prayer garden candles, or

Carol Sinicki

sanctuary flowers dedicated in

honor or memory of a loved one, = . from Pauline 8¢ James Sambol
Christmas Flower Donations

call 724-776-2888. Harold & Gerri Webb

from Pat

| “On this day of joy, we are all
called to contemplate the Child

Jesus, who gives hope once
again to every person on the
Jace of the earth. By His grace,
let us with our voices and our
actions give witness to
solidarity and peace.
Merry Christmas to all!”

Pope Francis, Christmas 2016




16 Clergy Christmas Messages

Divine Grace Parish

Warm
hristimas Wishes
From Our C(ergy %

Thank you for being Divine Grace
in my life always, but especially this
year. It has been an honor and a
privilege 1o be your priest for
another year. May you have a
Blessed Christmas and a healthy

New Year.,
S

Fodher 6alla9her

Dear Divine Grace parishioners,

Thank you for your constant
support, prayers, encoumgemenff
as your seminarion and now deacon!
This Christmas season moy  we
encounter the joy and wonder of the
humility and majesty of this story
above all stories and child born to
save, May we be other Christs as
His brot and sisters, sl/mring
this  good news unto spiritual
multiplication and fruitfulness.

With the hustle and bustle of the
holia?ag season winc?ing down, perhaps
you rvu'ghv‘ take some quiet time to sit
and gaze on your nativity scene and
whisper a prayer to God the Father
for the most perfect gift we could
ever receive—His Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, our salvation. Mag ou and

our loved ones experience o‘ﬁe peace
and joy of this Christmas season. If
you are a visitor, know that you are
always welcome o worship with us.

“The people who walked in
darkness  have seen a great
light.” The message of the
Nativity of the Lord is a
profound, reminder thad we are
called out of the darkness. To be a
Catholic means to be one who
walksthd’he/tgh%otChn’sft Itis
a d{ogﬁul message, but also a
cha//enge. It requires ora?em'ng our
words and actions, our 9001/3 and
motivations, ond espea’allg our

Me"fy Chrisimas Fo alll Merry Christmas o all, love and affection towards God.
) This Christwas, may you receive
Peace and joy, See you in church, . the light of Christ’s love.
Deacon Erik Deacon goe & Y Fother Dan m
Merry  Christmas  everyone/ The Advent and Christmas season is a wonderful time in our Catholic

May the birth of the Lord bring
you and your family gread joy and
hope this Christmas.

Father Joe e

faith when we await the Newborn Christ with an emotional combinadtion
of prayerul repentance, excited anticipation, and most of all, Hope.

This past year we have shared happiness and loss as a parish, but we
have done so as friends who have been present in sadness and laughed side
by side in joy. May this wonderful season help us to see the how important
our parish is o each of us as we continue to journey in the mission God has

for us.

From my family to yours have a Blessed Merry Christmas and a Happy

and Healthy New Year.

Deacon Don

>




ELLWOOD CITY CANDY

AN Y TR

50
724-758-5594 CONNECTION
ELLWOOD CITY

JIL  724-432-4640

£ [&)finld)

Open Daily Starting at 6 A.M.! o

1656 PA-228 Suite 103,

.

= =
Free Estimates ¢ Service Repairs * New Installs

(724) 846-2126

Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

cranberrydonutconnection.com

Lawrence S. Han, DPM
PODIATRIC MEDICINE & SURGERY
724-553-5706

20397 Route 19, Suite 230
Cranberry Township

\\i

ARE

ATHC

Feed your Faith and LISTEN LIVE
106.7 FM 1510 AM 860 AM

or livestream at www.waob.org

SITTSBURGH WINDOW & DOOR (-

Replacement Windows e Entry Doors ® Storm Doors
Insulated Glass ® Screens

100 Evergreen Ave., Pittsburgh
www.PGHWINDOWDOOR.com

Michael Hetzler
724-452-5900

Tom Jones
412-821-4322

“THE PLACETO BUY BEER IN CRANBERRY TOWNSHIP~

— 41 Dutilh Rd
/71 Cranberry Twp, PA

724.772.2600

Graphic Design and Printed Products
{724) 935-2221 = printshoppgh@gmail.com
133 Grand Avenue = Mars, PA 16046

“Quality Home Comfort Since 1943”

Heating - Air Conditioning
Duct Cleaning - Water Heaters
800-834-NINE
www.homer9.com

Bradley J. Brown, D.D.S

Family Dentistry
Let Us Give You A Smile!
101 5th Street

Elwood City

(724)752-1506 ~Z0S>

; C.;j: eh_.c}L.cQ,-

724-779-3900

20555 Rt. 19
Cranberry Twp. PA 16066

flowersbygerard@yahoo.com

MVP TEAM SHOP

SPORTSWEAR « NOVELITIES - GIFTS
Headquarters For Officially Licensed Sportswear
NFL « MLB « NHL « NBA « NCAA
(724) 758-2544

500 Lawrence Ave « Ellwood City, PA

THE CIGAR SHOPPE
of Ellwood City LLC
707 Lawrence Ave, Ellwk ity, PA 16117
475-325-4738 :

Noeltovicee Esbates

SENIOR LIVING

Call or schedule
your tour today!
T24-758-1200

945 Border Ave. — Ellwood City

Caring, Giving, Living

www.cigar-shoppe.com
* WEIGHT LOSS * PRP
* TRIGGER POINT INJECTIONS / MIGRAINE MANAGEMENT

* WORKERS COMPENSATION ¢ SPORTS INJURIES F LC N
tiktok.com/@falcon.urgent.car 724-235-6000

www.urgentcarecranberry.com 1241 Freedom Rd., Suite 1A, Cranberry Twp. , PA16066

659 CASTLE CREEK DR. - CRANBERRY TWP
KARSKI & SPOKANE

ORTHODONTICS = -
724-591-5758 e karskispokaneortho.com

Thor_ﬁés _Duval[
724.366.6043

tomduvall3@gmail.com

FORMER ASSISTANT
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

D&S
Excavating
ATTORNEY AT LAW Injury/Accident Cases , ,c...cia Harmony, PA
No Recovery/No Fee - srperience couns
724-624-4098

www.telltully.net=724.935.1922

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

833-287-3502 |

& FIRSTstudent

NOW SERVICING SENECA VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT!
JOIN OUR TEAM TODAY - NOW HIRING DRIVERS & MONITORS

COMPETITIVE WAGES
SIGN ON BONUSES AVAILABLE FOR DRIVER AND NON-DRIVER ROLES
PAID CDL TRAINING - NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED

WorkAtFirst.com

Medicare decisions can be
confusing - call for a one-to-
one no charge consultation
with a Licensed Medicare
Advisor.

Crystal A Manning|
Medicare recipients and those Licensed Medicare Advisor}
that assist with decisions 412-716-4942)
need to be informed of the  CrYStelmanning@gmail.com
best options based on their
individual situation.

REMOVE THE FEAR,
UNCERTAINTY, AND

Dvonya Sedlacko-
Stephens]

Licensed Medicare Advisor]
412-657-3889
djsedlacko@gmail.com|

COSTLY MISTAKES
WE CAN HELP!

LEYMARIE CLARK LONG P.C.
~ Attorneys at Law ~
Ellwood City Office = 423 Sixth St.
(724) 752-1583
New Castle Offlce 1429 New Butler Rd.
Ste. 8, 2nd Flo
(724) 923 4500

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

Karen L. Vidt

Our mission
is to help
small business
owners achieve

Certified Public Accountant Parishioner

Small Business Consulting ® Tax Planning
Corporate & Personal Tax Preparation
QuickBooks Consulting
626 W. New Castle Street, Zelienople, PA 16063

(724) 452-9261 ® www.KarenLVidtCPA.com
fax (724) 452-9268 e karenv@karenlvidicpa.com

14-1741

long term
success.

Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania



DILLON MCCANDLESS KING

COULTER & GRAHAM LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

600 Cranberry Woods Drive, Suite 175 |GfoundSGuys

Cranberry Township, PA 16066
724-776-6644 www.dmkcg.com

LUXENBURG, GARBETT, KELLY & (GEORGE
ATTORNEYS AT LAw

CIviL TRIAL SPECIALISTS
724-758-7581 724-658-8535

Since A PART OF UPMC SENIOR COMMUNITIES

1982 84 Beautiful Acres right here

in Cranberry Twp.
100 Norman Dr.
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066

Samuel Teolis Funeral Home o
and Crematory Inc.
Proudly serving the Divine Grace Parish, Holy Redeemer Church of
Ellwood City, Koppel and surrounding areas since 1955
309 Spring Ave., Ellwood City, PA 16117 «724-758-3222

Seruing as we would want to be sehved. r

URBAN PLUMBING
MASTER PLUMBING
FREE ESTIMATES
FuLLY INSURED « PARISHIONER
No Job Too Small

724-774-1622

RETAINING
WALLS

Landscape/ Lawn Care Services

“We know you're busy, let us do the work for you”
- Seasonal Clean Up - Retaining Walls - Patios

- Lawn Mowing - Edging - Shrub / Hedge Trimming
- Mulch / Decorative Rocks - String Trimming

- Bed Creation/Redefining/Maintenance

724766-6781 - www.GroundsGuys.com/ellwood-city

catholicmatch’
Pennsylvania

PA126771

MICHAEL C. PANGONIs D.C.
PALMER GRADUATE
(724) 758-5733

300 FOUNTAIN AVE.
OpPTIMUM HEALTH
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

JEREMIAH BONDRA DMD, PC
JEREMIAH BONDRA DMD, FAGD < DENNIS HAMILTON DMD
— Family and Cosmetic Dentisty —

214 W. Grandview Ave. Zelienople
(724) 452-7960 © wwwy.drieremiahbondra.com

— SHERWOODOAKS.COM
SHERWOOD OAKS 4 _g00_g42-2217
Our North Region's Catholic Elementary Schools
@ o @ r ol Visit ..E &
o N\I 2 Us! R
Ugh,i,;;’,' aons, ) SOD AR RO

+ Blessed Francis Seelos Academy
+ Blessed Trinity Academy
+ Butler Catholic School
4+ Holy Cross Academy
4+ Holy Sepulcher School
4+ Saint Kilian Catholic School
4+ St. Gregory School

4+ St. Wendelin School
o e OUR cOMMUNITY

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT Ko
ORGANIZATION NEED A

A NEWSLETTER? o
f4

Engaging, ad-supported
scanto Y
contactus!

print and digital newsletters

to reach your community.

Visit Ipicommunities.com

accu-copy
reprographics

Local, Family-owned Printer
Announcements e Copies e Banners
Business Cards e Invitations e Large Format

724.935.7055 e www.accu-copy.com

302 Thomson Park Dr, Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6318

2He
E

lndependence

322 South Main Street
Ze m\()pk

VERONICA VEZZANI, MD

= Primary Care
Schedule today!

833-391-0737

Small Business Apparel

New Hire/Appreciation Kitting
2 Golf Qutings

Events Pre-orders and on-site

Fundraising Opportunities

= Qutpatient
Services
Walk-in blood draws

20636 Route 19, Suite
Cranberry Township

School and Athletic Spiritwear
Marketing Accessories and Giveaway ltems

YOUR DREAM HOME IS CALLING —

CALL ME TODAY!

YOUR LOCAL REALTOR® & PARISHIONER FOR 20 YEARS BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
Office: 724-776-3686 o« Cell: 412-260-1569
GiaAlbanowski@TPRSold.com

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

WHY NOT ANSWER

GIA ALBANOWSKI

REALTOR?

HomeServices

The Preferred Realty

Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania 14-1741



N/
) MOSE
’ J EW
SIN
524 Northpointe Circ
Seven Fields, PA f &
724-591-5776 k]

Shop our selection
of traditional, vintage, =
and alternative

Amada Senior In-Home Care
Allows Older Adults To Stay At Home With The Level
Of Care They Need To Be Safe And Comfortable,
While Providing Their Family With Peace Of Mind.
Chad and Vicki Craig, Owners / Parishioners

AMADA

* Free In-Home Care Consultations
* Long Term Care Insurance Claims

* Veterans Financial Assistance Programs

Jaéh Marshall
c. aﬁm’;g

“Your Catering Specialists”
Gourmet to Down-Home Cooking

=7vE| 724-444-1384

2
www.johnmarshallcatering.com
info@johnmarshallcatering.com

engagement rings 24/7. ™ S5 AT
MOSESJEWELERS.C m weddings@johnmarshallcatering.com

412-334-2552 - www.amadapittsburghnw.com

WHEN YOU ARE
READY TO GET
YOUR LIFE BACK
AND ELIMINATE
MIGRAINES FOREVER -

Call Us!
‘724-741-6080 www.PghMigraine.com — =

See Our
Google Reviews!

© ADT-Monitored Home Security g ‘

oo Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

833-287-3502 [mrjigd"

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

MOLYNEAUX HOME"

CARPET | FLOORS | KITCHENS | PAINTING

Faith. Community.
Craftsmanship.

Owned by a fellow parishioner, Molyneaux Home is
proud to serve our Pittsburgh community. We bring care,
integrity, and expert craftsmanship to every project—
from beautiful floors to complete kitchen refreshes.

» X W

Free In-Hame & Expert Design Premium Quality
Showroom Consults Assistance Materials

Stop by our showroom, we are next door!

A FREE ESTIMATE | 4
®412-534-5599

. MolyneauxHome.com

14-1741

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania



' FDIC Caruey PRIMACY
NeATicr Bank (it (P) ranTiNG

Service in Ellwood City I N C IFr:asélllchﬁ?mEs

www.nextierbank.com
Catt Tom oz T24-651-3289 o
COZAD Garage Doors TAKE THE TIME

" 29
H H . 2 Family Owned & Operated
PM Presentation Ministries cales oy Ouned s Cperated TO TAKE THE TIME
GARAGE DOORS * ELECTRIC OPENERS H H H
One Bread, One Body SPRINGS & CABLES REPLACED P"macypamtmg-com
3230 McHenry Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45211 724-735-4403 _ .
www.PresentationMinistries.com || & Clopay’ LiftMaster CARL COLLINS Il - 412-770-6457
D I M E Gene G. Dimeo, Esq. | @wkgrﬂuttm 75
¢ haircuts for kKids 7
7 2 4 - 7 5 2 - 9 9 5 5 + Fun For Kids, Stress-Free For Parents! |
__LAWGROUPR.PLLC™  www.DimeoLawGroup.com | Gmue i e
Northwestern Mutual
Wealth Management Company*
‘ L] Ken Sinagra, CLU, ChSNC*, Managing Direct
/ N % o ma\?\lr:alth Managementa::vgilsr:)gr reeter
& 600 Cranberry Woods Dr, Ste 450, Cranberry Twp, PA 16066
LIBEHW RODFING PROS . m P72477'§'!?l]’8§§%$123033927|kenne(hsmagra com
+ Roofing « Siding « Gutters
PALE PLUMBING + Gutter Guards - Exterior Cleaning %jgg@ Lt

u Residential - Registered Master Plumber Resf{'%e:rglcql{)gfocﬂ’;&recml FLOWER SHOP

Installation - Service & Repair - Fully Insured i Ing Aval 1247582262 )ik Cotsi Patti Kuhn,
Over 40 Years Experience Vince Pale - Parishioner ) 724-60_5-4024 2]218 Sixg%itreet AR Ovan:;/SDeSsi%r;e;
724-776-9280 $20.° OFF-mention bulletin libertyroofingpros.com  |;,%¢,"” wow posicsbypatti.com

Providing the highest level of care for over 100 years

JoNATHAN W. PUGH, SUPERVISOR

DEVLIN BrianN P. DEVLIN, FUNERAL DIRECTOR

FUNERAL ITOML 724-772-8800 | DEVLINFUNERALHOME.COM
2678 Rochester Road - Cranberry Township, PA

CRANBERRY SUPPLY CO.

ID Nwaogu, REALTOR Mulch « Top Soil  Building Supplies - L1 Call for A/C Maintenance, @
il Service or Free
X ) (724) 776'1 61 0 3 - Replacement Estimates “E@uﬂm

Buying or selling? Rowan Rd. Cranberry Twp., PA - 724-667-9377
Johnny McClymonds & g

&% StateFarm N Thank You

www.propertiesbyidara.com || [isa Caughey Insurance Agency Inc for your Votes!
Lisa Caughey, Agent
724-774-9010

1270 Freedom Crider Rd
www.lisacaughey.com

REALTY GROLP

Lawrence & Mercer

Counties Only Dicaprio Lou DiCaprio

Nationally Certified . L
IICRC Company Carpet Cleaning Owner/Parishioner

#NOOOBODY
Gets Your Carpet Cleaner! [ Satisbied Cupbsmond] | sn’s.
R L e Clgg

BEST AUTO BODY SHOP
BEST AUTO DETAILING Jkie . | _ s ﬂ_;--ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁ

AN 7124.776.6610

BOYLAN Miraie™

GLENN-KILDOO

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES () e p— Operatecl Adam, Pat, Patrick II
Cranberr wp - Evans City - Connoquenessin: wp - Zelienople .
Srambersy Tup - Fans €y Connoquencesing T - Zeiencr by the Boylan Family =~ PATRICK J. BOYLAN II
WWW.l)oylanfuneralservwes.com SUPERVISOR

@ For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania 14-1741



