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Father Jim's Weekly Reflections

The Week of December 28, 2025

Solemnity of the Holy Family

This weekend we celebrate the mystery of God coming to
us in the person of Jesus within the context of family life.
The baby Jesus had to be cared for — protected, fed, and
raised. With the love of a mother and foster father, God
submits Himself to this holy family. Let us pray for all
families this weekend; those with single parents, those
who are widowed, for the divorced, marriages under
financial and social stresses, and for our parish family
that we may continue to grow in faith.

The Eight Days of Christmas

Did you know that we celebrate Christmas Day for eight
days straight? This is called the “Octave” of Christmas.
The use of octave celebrations was a Jewish custom that
we see in Bible times. The Christmas season ends on the
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord (Sunday, January 11)
but the Octave is celebrated through Thurs., January 1.
Keep celebrating Christmas!

Saint Thomas Becket

On Monday, December 29, the Christmas Octave
wants us to remember Saint Thomas Becket, who served
as Lord Chancellor of England and then as the
Archbishop of Canterbury. He refused to have the
Church submit her authority to that of King Henry II.
Saint Thomas was stabbed to death in the Cathedral by
the King’s soldiers. King Henry repented and ask the
Pope to canonize Thomas as a Saint. Saint Thomas, pray
for us!

Saint Pope Sylvester |

On Wednesday, December 31, the Church wants us to
remember the pope who reigned secretly in fear of
Emperor Constantine in the early 4" century. However,
the emperor was in battle to protect Rome and defeated
the invaders. He saw a cross in the sky during battle and

asked his general which gods does this sign belong to.

Put on, as

& chosen ones, holy and

beloved, heartf€lt compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience. — Colossians 3:12

They responded it was not a Roman god sign, rather one
that the illegal Christians used for God. The emperor met
with Pope Sylvester, legalized Christianity, and would be
baptized Catholic before his death. Pope Sylvester, pray

for us!

Mary, Mother of God - Holy Day

This Wednesday evening and on Thursday, the Church
celebrates the motherhood of Mary as we begin the new
year. Jesus would give to us His mother to be the Mother
of the whole Church. The Mass schedule for New Year’s
Eve and New Year’s Day is found on page 5.

Saint Gregory Feast Day

The patron Saint of our church, Saint Gregory, will be
celebrated this Friday, January 2. We will have donuts
and coffee in the narthex following the 9:00 am Mass.
Saint Gregory was a great teacher of the faith and served
as the Patriarch of Constantinople until his death at the
end of the 4™ century. He defended the Nicene Creed
that we recite on Sundays against those who did not
believe Jesus to be God or Mary to be the Mother of
God. We need his prayers as many Christians today do
not believe in the Eucharist as the Body and Blood of
Jesus Christ. Pray for us, Saint Gregory!

DIVINE GRACE PARISH FINANGIAL REPORT

Sunday Collection total for
December 13-14, 2025 = $27,005
No Second Collection

) Parish Members = 18,837

Parish Households = 7,100

This weekend’s second collection is for our Catholic
School Contribution. Thank you for your generosity.
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[ ask that...prayers, petitions, and

thanksgivings be offered for

Saturday, December 27 — The Holy Family of

Jesus, Mary and Joseph

4:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Mulcrone Family (Family)

5:00 pm, Holy Redeemer 1 Dr. Wayne Burick (Richard & Ann

Tomak)

5:00 pm, Saint Gregory T Lynda Vezzani (Gene & Veronica
Vezzani)

6:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Neil Bunni (Nadeem, Luma, Rawah &

Ryan)

Sunday, December 28 - The Holy Family of

Jesus, Mary and Joseph

8:00 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Karl Kushnereit (Brenckel Family)

8:00 am, Saint Gregory 1 David Stramella (Family)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Louis & Ethel Ferrucci (Debbie Pagley)

10:00 am, Saint Ferdinand T Bill Jenkins (Elsie, David, Barb &
Families)

10:00 am, Saint Gregory T Patricia Pegher Miller (Kay, Christie &
Brad)

11:00 am, Holy Redeemer T Sally Abels (Family)

12:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Joan & Bernard Cauley (Family)

5:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Mary Ritchey (Sherry & Ray Maudie)

Monday, December 29

8:00 am, Saint Gregory T John DeCaro, Sr. (Chuck & Sandee Houk)
8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Donald Masyada (Haskell Family)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Sally Stephens (Ron & Julie Santillo)

Tuesday, December 30

8:00 am, Saint Gregory T James & Philomena Rossi (Family)
8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Frank McKevitt (Joe & June Fischerkeller)
9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 LuAnn Santillo (Keith & Patti Kuhn)

Wednesday, December 31

8:00 am, Saint Gregory T Jesse & Mary Magill (Family)

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Dee Creedon (Family)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Leona Wolfe (Flecher Family)

4:00 pm, Saint Gregory T William Dregory (Melissa & Dan Reilly)

7:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Martha & Frank Maksin (Family)

7:00 pm, Holy Redeemer 1 Gary Rozanski, Sr. (Sharon & Rick
McClintick)

Midnight, Saint Ferdinand Special Intention

— 1 Timothy 2:1 ™%

Thursday, January 1 - Solemnity of Mary, the

Holy Mother of God - New Year’s Day

T Deborah Cox, Sister of Kathy Hensler
(Amy & Paul Hoyt)

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Brigette Sklarsky (Tina)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Vinnie Riccio (Pina, sister)

8:00 am, Saint Gregory

10:00 am, Saint Gregory T Kevin Dragisic (Schneider Family)
12:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Kanavit Choonit (Dad & his sister)

Friday, January 2 - Saints Basil the Great &

Gregory Nazianzen

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Rose E. Foerster (Dave & Cheryl
Creedon)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Carmen Carozza (Glorine, wife)

9:00 am, Saint Gregory 1 Jon Canigiani (Mom)

Saturday, January 3

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Carol Sinicki (Tony & Kathy Zappia)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Dr. Wayne Burick (Mark Farone &
Family)

4:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand

5:00 pm, Holy Redeemer 1 Lu Ann Santillo (Judy Dici)

5:00 pm, Saint Gregory

For Parishioners of Divine Grace Parish

1 Dolores “Dee” Musher (Saint Gregory
Ushers)
6:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Ray & Tim (Family)

Sunday, January 4 - The Epiphany of the Lord
8:00 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Richard Quinn (Chuck & Terri Bernath)
8:00 am, Saint Gregory T Dave Brown (Thomas & Mana Keiser)
9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Vincent Krupa (Dave Krupa, father)
10:00 am, Saint Gregory 1 William Wahlen (Family)

10:00 am, Saint Ferdinand T Jean Ann Donatelli (Kavanagh Family)
11:00 am, Holy Redeemer t Charles Schweinsberg (Barbara, wife)
12:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Edward Michael Nolan, Jr. (Salvatore
Family)

Dave & Mary Kopp - 25% Wedding
Anniversary

5:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand

T = deceased
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The Holy Family Shows Us How
GCATHOLIC PARENTS R.O.CK.

It’s not easy growing up Catholic today, but we only need to revisit the story
of the Holy Family to recall that Mary and Joseph also faced big challenges.
They endured poverty and persecution, were forced to flee their homeland, and
dealt with the difficulties of raising a child who was fully divine and human.

Andrea and David Losos also understand adversity. As the parents of nine
children between the ages of 17 and one, they rely on a deep faith and an
abiding trust in God in a secular society. They know that it takes a “village” to
raise a child and are hoping that other parents at Divine Grace Parish will join
them in the creation of a new ministry called Catholic Parents R.O.C.K.
(Raising Our Catholic Kids). The goal is to help Catholic parents form their
kids in faith, virtue, and love, while creating a network to help one another in
the vocation of raising future generations of the Church.

Catholic Parents R.O.C.K. will be held for
five months beginning Thursday, January 15
at 6:30 pm in the Holy Redeemer convent. |
Fach 75 to 90-minute session will include f
prayer, teaching/reflection, group discussion, 8
and a practical takeaway.

“The challenges of modern-day parenting
are staggering — we have to compete with §8
technology, ~increased  hostility ~ towards |
Christian values, and a society where many
young people are losing their faith in God,” |
David said. “Catholic  parents need
community and support now more than ever.”

“We are constantly battling the culture,” Andrea adds. “We want to help
strengthen and support Catholic families and marriages by offering a venue to
discuss challenges and find solutions.”

Program outline

Session 1: Building on the Rock—Our Catholic Mission as Parents.

Session 2: Faith in Action—Living the Sacramental Life at Home.
Session 3: Virtue Training—Forming Character and Conscience.
Session 4: Faith in a Digital and Secular World.

Session 5: Passing On a Living Faith.

Space is limited. Visit https://divinegracepgh.org/parentsrock to learn more
and sign up.

g, MAES f

Saint Ferdinand Church
2535 Rochester Road
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066

Mon- Tues- Wed- Fri 8:30 am

Wed., Dec. 31 7:00 pm
Midnight

Thurs. Jan. 8:30 am
Noon

First Saturday- Jan. 3 8:30 am

Saturday (Vigil) 4:00 pm
6:00 pm

Sunday 8:00 am
10:00 am
Noon
5:00 pm

Holy Redeemer Church
415 4™ Street
Ellwood City, PA 16117

Mon-Tue-Wed-Fri-Sat 9:00 am

Wed., Dec. 31 7:00 pm
Thurs. Jan. 1 9:00 am
Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am
11:00 am
Saint Gregory Church

2 West Beaver Street
Zelienople, PA 16063

Monday- Wednesday 8:00 am

Wed., Dec. 31 4:00 pm
Thurs., Jan. 1 8:00 am
10:00 am
Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am
10:00 am
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THE FUND FOR DIVINE GRACE PARISH

Our parish has been blessed with many faithful, generous parishioners
who have provided support for generations. But Christian stewardship calls
us to look beyond today and prepare for tomorrow.

As part of the new Catholic Foundation for Greater Pittsburgh, The Fund
for Divine Grace Parish will offer a permanent source of income as our
parish’s needs continue to evolve. The most common legacy gifts include:

* Bequests and retirement plans

* Designations of life insurance plans

e Personal or corporate matching gifts

e Charitable gift annuities

e Charitable remainder trusts and charitable lead trusts

You may designate your gift or make an unrestricted donation.

Our faith community was founded by the grace of God and through the
hard work and sacrificial giving of those who came before us. Now we have
the opportunity to ensure that future generations also will benefit. You can
help sustain our parish, advance our faith, and endow our future.

Learn more at www.cfgpitt.org and visit https://partner.freewill.com/cfg-
pitt to create a will or make a legacy gift. Thank you.

Ministry Survey Update
Thanks to all who completed our recent Parish Ministry
Survey. We posed three questions:

1. Is there a ministry you are interested in that you believe is
not currently offered at Divine Grace Parish?
2. Is there a Catholic topic you would like to learn about in our parish?

3. What other suggestions or comments would you like to share?

We have compiled the responses and will provide them in detail in the
February issue of our parish magazine. There were a couple of requests for
ministries that are already being offered or getting underway:

* Encourage — a diocesan support group for family members of children or
grandchildren with gender dysphoria

* Bringing the Holy Eucharist to the homebound

* Raising a Catholic family/maintaining prayer in the family with Catholic
formation for parents (see p. 5)

For more information, contact Jennifer at jlivorse@divinegracepgh.org or

724-776-2888, ext. 1210.

ZE?JCHARISTIC
DLGWW

MONDAY (Dec. 29)

Holy Redeemer Church
8:00 am to 8:50 am

TUESDAY (Dec. 30)

Saint Gregory Church
1:00 pm to 6:00 pm

Holy Redeemer Church
8:00 am to 8:50 am

WEDNESDAY (DEC. 31)

No Adoration at
Saint Ferdinand or
Holy Redeemer

FRIDAY (JAN. 2)
Holy Redeemer Church
8:00 am to 8:50 am

Saint Ferdinand Church
9:00 am to 10:00 am

SUNDAY (JAN. 4)

Holy Redeemer Church
12:15 pm to 5:00 pm
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CONFESSION
cheddle

TUESDAY (DEC. 30)

Saint Gregory Church
5:00 pm to 6:00 pm

WEDNESDAY (DEC.31)

No Confessions at
Holy Redeemer or
Saint Ferdinand

SATURDAY (JAN. 3)

Holy Redeemer Church
9:30 am to 10:30 am

Saint Ferdinand Church
10:00 am to 11:00 am

Saint Gregory Church
10:00 am to 11:00 am

formed

Week of December 28, 2025

New Year’s Resolutions

What's your resolution this year? Dr.
Tim  Gray Scott
Hefelfinger,
Theology in the Augustine Institute
Graduate School of Theology, to celebrate

one year of the Augustine Institute Show.

welcomes  Dr.

Assistant  Professor  of

The Holy Family
We are excited to announce our series
on FORMED Now. Christmas and New
Year special episodes, professors from the
Augustine Institute Graduate School will
lead us in reflections throughout the
season!

Litany of the

Holy Name of Jesus
Join Dr. Ben Akers and Taylor Kemp as
we celebrate the feast of The Most Holy

Name of Jesus with this litany prayer of
the Holy Name.

1 AUGUSTINE
INSTITUTE SHOW

NEW YEAR'S

RESOLUTIONS
WITH DR SCOTT HEFELFINGER

CHRISTMAS

The Holy Family

Dr. Jolm Selorn

DEVGTIONS

The Litany of the
Holy Name of Jesus

Dr. Ben Akers and Taylor Kemip

FORMED:

Want to grow in faith on your own time? Divine Grace Parish offers free access
to Formed, an online hub of Catholic movies, talks, studies, and kids content.

Visit https://signup.formed.org, enter our parish name, and start exploring today.

Come Worship With Us!

There’s no better way to stay connected than by joining us for Mass.
Celebrate your faith, find community, and be renewed each week at Divine

Grace Parish.

Early Submission for Bulletin:
Due to the holidays, please send your announcement two Wednesdays
before the publish date to Bob De Witt at rdewitt@divinegracepgh.org.
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Monday, December 29
9:15 am Flame of Love, Church Cry Room

This Week at Saint Ferdinand Church —

Tuesday, December 30
9:00 am Flame of Love, Childrens Liturgy Room

Holiday Office Hours
Closed through Thursday, January 1. Reopening January 2, 2026.

Saint Ferdinand
0ffice

724-776-2888, ext. 1101
Fax: 724-776-2378

Living Rosary on January 12
The Knights of Columbus Council 11838 will be offering the Living
Rosary at Saint Ferdinand Church on Monday, January 12 at 7:00 pm. A
90-foot rosary will stretch down the aisle as all pray together, with each person
holding a bead. What a beautiful way to begin the New Year — please join us.

Registration Open for VBS
You can now sign up for Vacation Bible School next summer. We will
offer two VBS opportunities: a full-week program at Saint Ferdinand the
week of June 15 and a three-day experience at Holy Redeemer the week
of June 22. Children entering 4-year-old preschool through 5* grade
may attend VBS, and youth can begin volunteering as young as 6" grade.
Register at: https://divinegracepgh.org/vbs.

Open Books, Open Minds

Our parish library contains over 1,800 books and counting, including
many great resources for the Christmas season. Explore our
online catalog at https://divinegracepgh.org/library. The
physical library is located at Saint Ferdinand next to the ' /
Upper Room (for grownups) and outside of the Faith
Formation Office (kids’ books). Feel free to visit during
regular office hours and evening activities.

S
PRE g

Blessings to you and your family as we welcome a new year of faith and promise:

Giving Trees
Thank you to our parishioners

who generously donated to the
Giving Trees at Saint Ferdinand,
providing  Christmas cheer to
families in need. More than
$23,000 in gift cards were
contributed, bringing hope and joy
to many.

Your compassion and kindness is
very much appreciated.
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5:00 pm
7:00 pm

—This Week at Holy Redeemer Church

Wednesday, December 31
New Year’s Eve Bingo & Dinner, Catholic Center
New Year’s Prayer & Party, Church

Holy Redeemer 5:00 pm

Friday, January 2
Bingo, Catholic Center

Office

724-758-7587, ext. 3002

1:00 pm
4:00 pm

Sunday, January 4
Knotted with Love, Catholic Center Lunch Room
Community Dinner, Catholic Center Lunch Room

Fax: 724-752-1466

Hoilday Office Hours: Closed through Jan. 1. Reopening Jan. 2.

The Stars Come Oui qum

Donations to the Shining Star Tree at Holy

Redeemer were distributed to families in need
through Divine Grace Parish Social Services. A big
thank you to the area churches, individuals &
businesses who took the stars and bought and
wrapped the gifts. Thanks also to our volunteers,
Lincoln High School students and the Ladies of
Charity for helping to sort, bag and distribute the
gifts. You helped to brighten Christmas for many!

Holy Redeemer Pepperoni Puff Sale

Support our Community Dinner by ordering our
famous Pepperoni Puffs, available on Super Bowl
Sunday, February 8.

These tasty treats — typically offered only once a year at
the Ellwood City Arts, Crafts, and Foods Festival — are
being specially made for this fundraiser. Only a
LIMITED number will be available, so order early!

All proceeds from this sale directly support this
ministry. Please place your order online at
hetps://forms.gle/FflvgAW8UaUHtD248 or call the
Parish Office at Holy Redeemer: 724-758-7587. All
orders must be prepaid by either dropping the money off
at the Parish office in Ellwood City, or in the collection
basket in an envelope marked “Pepperoni Puff Sale,” by
January 25.

Looking for more ways to lend a hand? Turn to page 11
for details on how you can help.

New Year Prayer and Party

Welcome 2026 with other Divine
Grace parishioners in our annual Prayer " -
and Party celebration. It gets underway at =
Holy Redeemer Church on Wednesday, 0o L
December 31 at 7:00 pm with a Holy Hour, Rosary,
Divine Mercy, Litany of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, with
Confessions available. The celebration then moves to the
Rectory at 9:00 pm with drinks and snacks.

New Year’s Eve Dinner & Bingo

There’s another fun party going on New Year’s Eve. Join
us for a delicious dinner and special bingo at the Holy
Redeemer Catholic Center. Doors open at 5:00 pm. The
cost of $40 includes a dinner of pork loin, kielbasa,
sauerkraut, mashed potatoes, green beans, tea, and coffee
with dessert. Advance purchase tickets only, no sales at
the door. Sponsored by the Divine Grace Parish Social
Club. Contact John Pansera at 724-752-3751.
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Saturday, January 3
8:00 am

This Week at Saint Gregory Church —

Catholic Men’s Fellowship, School Library

Holiday Office Hours

10:00 am to 3:00 pm.

Closed through Thursday, January 1. Reopening January 2, 2026,

Saint Gregory

Pray With Us

the parish office to learn more.

Join us for Adoration, Rosary groups, or prayer services throughout
the week. Deepen your spiritual life and lift others in prayer. Contact

0ffice

724-776-2888, ext. 1101
Fax: 724-452-4064

Catholic Citizenship Essay

Congratulations to Brooklyn Elsesser, winner of the
Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest at North Catholic
High School, sponsored by the Saint Gregory Knights of
Columbus Council 6177. Second place went to Maggie
Flickinger, with Abby Diamond and Eva Marie
Nicotra tying for third place. The essay topic: Of the 267
popes who have led the Catholic Church, who are your three
Javorite pontiffs and why? Brooklyn chose Pope Francis,
Pope Saint John Paul I, and Saint Peter.

Appalachia Mission Trip Hoagie Sale
The next hoagie sale to

support our parish’s Appalachia «* ¢can to

watch §

Mission Trip will take place
following Masses at all three

churches the weekend of
January 3-4. Youth are helping
raise funds for

building
supplies to fix homes next
summer in Preston County,

West Virginia. If you are a

parishioner in your teens or
twenties and would like to learn more about joining the
mission trip, contact appalachia@divinegracepgh.org.
Scan the QR code to watch our video.

Theology on Tap: The Blessed Mother

Join us in the Blue Room at Saint Gregory on
Thursday, January 8 at 7:00 pm for a casual evening
featuring drinks and apps, a 30- 40-minute talk by Father
Mark on the Blessed Mother, and Q & A. Free event;

courtesy RSVP at https://divinegracepgh.org/talks.

Making Beautiful Music
Our restored organ at
Saint Gregory Church
has been blessed by
Father Jim. Next up, f
the Dedication Concert
set for Friday, January
30 at 7:00 pm. All are
welcome.
In the meantime, we

are continuing to seek *
donations to fund this historic project. The total cost is
$585,000 and gifts to date have totaled about $375,000.
You may make a pledge with reoccurring donations or a

one-time gift. Email Father Jim at jwehner@diopitt.org.

Home for the Holidays

Parish offices at Holy Redeemer, Saint
Ferdinand, and Saint Gregory are
closed for the holidays and will reopen
on Friday, January 2.

We wish you a very Happy New Year!
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Blessed are those who w-adde

Jubilee Year of Hope

The Jubilee Year of Hope is coming
to an end. Bishop Mark Eckman
will celebrate a Jubilee Closing

Mass on Sunday, December 28,
Noon, at Saint Paul Cathedral in
Oakland, Pittsburgh. All  are

invited. The Jubilee Year of Hope
officially ends on January 4.

Begin the New Year in a New Car

We're just a couple of weeks away from our Parish Car
Raffle. Tickets are still available in the narthex of our
churches following Masses. We're raffling off a new
Chevy Trax LT. Chances are $25 each or 5
for $100. Can you help sell tickets? Click
here: https://bitly/3UUqJjR or scan the
QR code to sign up and see the raffle rules.
The drawing is Sunday, January 11.

Year-End Giving
Thank you for your prayerful discernment of a gift
to Divine Grace Parish as the calendar year ends. The
generosity of so many parishioners is greatly
appreciated, including financial, spiritual, and
volunteer support that sustains ministry, outreach,
and care for our parish campuses. Thank you!

Annual Parish Appeal
The campaign funds formation, outreach and pastoral
care of parishioners and those in need across our diocese.
Additional support last year helped parish youth and
young adult ministries, religious education, and upkeep
of our properties. To date, 1,350 households have
contributed. To give, visit https://bit.ly/4h5SIL.NvW

in the way of the Lo—bo(/

Helping with Community Dinners
Our Teams of dedicated volunteers who serve Sunday
Community Dinners at the Holy
Redeemer Catholic Center are in a |
need of extra hands.

If you would like to:
- Help plan, prepare, and serve meals
- Donate food items for upcoming dinners

Visit https://divinegracepgh.org/ec-community-dinners

to learn more. You can also view our wish list of needed
supplies here: https://tinyurl.com/9227z8hv. All help is
greatly appreciated as we continue to share meals and

fellowship with our community.
Hungry for a good cause? Support the Community
Dinner through our Pepperoni Puff sales, see page 9.

TR Y

CATHOLIC M CHARITIES

DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH

Calling All Volunteer
Healthcare Providers

Catholic Charities Free Health Care Center is
urgently seeking licensed medical and dental
professionals, nurses, and administrative
support volunteers to help deliver essential
care to the community's most vulnerable.

Your specialized skills bring vital health services
—free of charge—to those who need it most.
Join us in this crucial ministry of compassion.

Ready to Volunteer Your Expertise?

®: ’@ Contact Us

%ﬁ* B byoung@ccpgh.org

)% @ ccpgh.org/volunteerFHCC
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. Unp’ackingg the

— Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 —

The family is the cell of society, its basic building block. Even if we have no
family of our own, every one of us is the product of one. Family is therefore
universal, which is to say it is catholic. The Feast of the Holy Family focuses our
attention on one of the hallmarks of a holy family: honor for parents. The first
reading from Sirach, which is a summary of the Israelite wisdom tradition after
the convergence of Jewish piety and Greek philosophy, dives into the
parent-child relationship of love and honor at the heart of family life.

In Catholic catechetical tradition, the Fourth Commandment to honor
one’s parents is the first commandment on the second tablet, the first one
related to love of neighbor. However, in the Jewish tradition, it is the final
commandment on the first tablet dealing with love of God. The point here,
which Sirach assumes, is that by honoring our parents, we honor the Lord.
Sirach specifies that honoring parents atones for sins, just like the bloody
sacrifices of the Temple liturgy brought about atonement under the Old
Covenant and the sacrifice of Jesus brought about the ultimate atonement in
the New Covenant. Honoring our parents, at any age, is a sacred participation
in Jesus’ sacrifice out of obedience to the Father. It makes our families holy.

Honor for parents is so important to the Lord that he attaches some
remarkable blessings to it. In addition to atoning for sins it also results in a
fruitful prayer life and makes for a happy family life. We can see this in Jesus” own
family life growing up, where he himself “was obedient to them [i.e. Mary and
Joseph]” (Luke 2:51). The Holy Family was by no means exempt from difficulties
(see the Flight to Egypt in Matthew 2:13-23), but they experienced the simple
joys of a loving family that honored the Lord by honoring one another.

On this Holy Family Sunday, the Lord asks us to consider the role of honor
within our families. Perhaps you need to work on showing greater honor, on
honoring the memory of your deceased parents, or on showing honor despite a
difficult phase in the relationship. Or perhaps he is simply reminding you of
the blessings he has given you for your efforts at keeping the Fourth
Commandment. Family is important, and families striving for holiness can
reign down blessings upon the world.

Visit https://divinegracepgh.org/unpackingtheword to share this reflection and

previous columns.

Jason Gawaldo

Director for Evangelization
& Catechetical Ministries

‘By honoring
our parents,

we honor
the Lord.




Youth & Young Adult Ministry 13
The Week of December 28, 2025

STEUBENVILLE CONFERENGE
OPENINGS AVAILABLE - REGISTER NOW & SAVE!

Students in grades 8-12 are invited to an unforgettable summer weekend
at the Steubenville Conference, July 9-12, 2026. This faith-filled experience

features dynamic speakers, live music, and powerful worship, plus a full day of

MiChael Assaf fun at Cedar Point! More than just a trip, the conference is a chance to grow in
faith, discover your purpose, and connect with friends who share the journey.
Mz'm'stry Coordinator of Early registration is open! Sign up by March 1 to secure the $50 early bird
Vo ziid) Vo g e rate. Register here: https://tinyurl.com/ycxesusy
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— Upcoming Schedule — Heavenly Father,
Weekly Meeting

As we stand on the threshold of a
Mondays at 6:00 pm new year, we come before You with
St. Ferdinand Youth Room , hearts full of gratitude for the
blessings of the past and hope for the
January 12: Winter Kickoff ' - future. We lift our voices in prayer,
January 19 - . seeking Your divine presence and

January 26 guidance in the days that lie ahead.

Sundays at 3:00 pm Lord Jesus, we thank You for the

Holy Redeemer

gift of life and the countless blessings
You have bestowed upon us. As we
enter into this new year, we humbly
ask for Your abundant grace to be

upon us. Grant us the wisdom to fs
Follow us on make righteous choices, the strength

to f: hallenges, and th rage t
@ @divinegracepgh FUR o tace challenges, a ¢ courage to

Dates and location
to be announced.

follow Your path.

n @DivineGraceParishDioPitt
Amen.
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HOLIDAY MUSIC,
HAPPY MEMORIES

Thanks to the musical direction of Ms. Niebel, we
enjoyed an all-school Christmas Concert. Each grade
sang two songs. Several students showcased their
instrumental skills in accompanying singers, while two
dozen students narrated between songs.

THE MOST WONDERFUL
TIME OF THE YEAR

Christmas Spirit Week at Saint Gregoy School brought
out the best in our
students. The Grinch
beat out Santa Claus,
the elves and reindeer
as the
Christmas character in

favorite
a school-wide vote.

Everyone wore
Grinchy Green, but
overcame the Grinch’s
meanness by offering
Mary’s Baby Shower,
with families supplying
baby items to donate to the Walking with Moms

ministry.

D St Gregory

CATHOLIC SCHOOL

CHRISTMAS
PAINTINGS

Seventh graders Lexi and
Ava  work on festive @
Christmas paintings using
“smear art” for the
background  of  their
designs, mixing contrast
with warm tones.

CLASSROOM WISH LIST
Support Art and Spanish

Help our teachers bring
creativity and culture to life in
the classroom. This week, we're
spotlighting art and Spanish
where your support makes a big

difference. ;Gracias y thank you!

Have you ever considered a Catholic
Education for your child? Are you

considering St. Gregory Catholic School? | puemss
Come and visit our Open House event! \

[ Tour the School
[ Open Concession Stand |
[4 Indoor Mini Golf Course

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16TH \

Doors Open:
* New Families at 6PM
« Existing Families at 6:30PM
+ Mini Golf Open Until SPM




In Remembrance
The Week of December 28, 2025

Sanctuary Sanctuary Prayer
Candle Flowers Garden
A candle burns at Saint Ferdinand
Saint Ferdinand A candle burns for:
For Raymond Nowak Judie Marie
from Family From Cindy
> - Julia Eckman
In Celebration, In Prayer: As a parish family, we lift up the from Richard Family
names and needs of those in our hearts through prayer. If you would
like to have sanctuary or prayer garden candles, or sanctuary flowers Frank Burns & Family
dedicated in honor or memory of a loved one, call 724-776-2888. from Tom & Rita

O Lord Jesus, You lived in the home of Mary and Joseph in Nazareth.

Const%auo*n There You grew in age, wisdom and grace as You prepared to fulfill

Your mission as our Redeemer. We entrust our family to You.

O Blessed Mary, you are the Mother of our Savior.
At Nazareth you cared for Jesus and nurtured him in the peace
and joy of your home. We entrust our family to you.

O Saint Joseph, you provided a secure and loving home for
Jesus and Mary, and gave us a model of fatherhood while
showing us the dignity of work. We entrust our family to you.

Holy Family, we consecrate ourselves and our family to you.
May we be completely united in a love that is lasting, faithful and
open to the gift of new life. Help us to grow in virtue, to forgive one
another from our hearts, and to live in peace all our days.
Keep us strong in faith, persevering in prayer, diligent in our work,
and generous toward those in need. May our home, O Holy Family,
truly become a domestic church where we reflect your example
in our daily life. Amen. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us!

AN .
P2 K CAN Kﬂlghts of Building the Domestic Church

; ; COlumbus® Prayer composed by Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore, Supreme Chaplain.
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Be a L‘/ZJVT/ for all to see.
- Matthew 5:16

THE RED Taxes to Tuition Help
DOOR Did you know you can now turn your
Pennsylvania state tax dollars into scholarships for
at COmpaSSion students in our Catholic schools? Through the
Corner Education Improvement Tax Credit (EITC)

Program, you may direct the taxes you pay to help

Living out the Corporal Works of Mercy, families in our diocese afford a Catholic education. Participants
the Red Door program at Saint Mary of receive a 90 percent tax credit, and both individuals and businesses
Mercy Church in downtown Pittsburgh can join. Learn more at https://diopitt.org/eitc.

has been serving those in need for nearly a

century. Food and other assistance is
provided daily, with two meals available six
days a week, along with a Sunday
afternoon supper. Showers, clothing and
hygiene products also are available.

Staffed by many volunteers and
supported entirely by donations, the Red
Door on the Boulevard of the Allies near
Stanwix is the anchor program next to
Catholic Charities Diocese of Pittsburgh,
now called “Compassion Corner.” If you
would like to support those in need, please
email thereddoor@divinemercypgh.org or

call 412-471-0257.

Called By Name
The Diocese of Pittsburgh’s Vocations
Office offers programs year-round for men

CANONIZATI
discerning the priesthood. The Saint ! i/ ;_ FATHER THEC

Joseph Guild welcomes high school and

college students and other young adult
men for half-day sessions of prayer,
Adoration, Mass, brunch, and seminarian
talks. Upcoming Guild Days: Sunday, SESESEs PRAISENATIONPGH:
January 18, February 22, and April 12.

Night of Praise: Saint Paul of the Cross Monastery
148 Monastery Ave., South Side Slopes, 15203

Learn more at https://pghpriest.com or

speak with our parish priests.




ELLWOOD CITY CANDY

AN Y TR

50
724-758-5594 CONNECTION
ELLWOOD CITY

JIL  724-432-4640

£ [&)finld)

Open Daily Starting at 6 A.M.! o

1656 PA-228 Suite 103,

.

= =
Free Estimates ¢ Service Repairs * New Installs

(724) 846-2126

Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

cranberrydonutconnection.com

Lawrence S. Han, DPM
PODIATRIC MEDICINE & SURGERY
724-553-5706

20397 Route 19, Suite 230
Cranberry Township

\\i

ARE

ATHC

Feed your Faith and LISTEN LIVE
106.7 FM 1510 AM 860 AM

or livestream at www.waob.org

SITTSBURGH WINDOW & DOOR (-

Replacement Windows e Entry Doors ® Storm Doors
Insulated Glass ® Screens

100 Evergreen Ave., Pittsburgh
www.PGHWINDOWDOOR.com

Michael Hetzler
724-452-5900

Tom Jones
412-821-4322

“THE PLACETO BUY BEER IN CRANBERRY TOWNSHIP~

— 41 Dutilh Rd
/71 Cranberry Twp, PA

724.772.2600

Graphic Design and Printed Products
{724) 935-2221 = printshoppgh@gmail.com
133 Grand Avenue = Mars, PA 16046

“Quality Home Comfort Since 1943”

Heating - Air Conditioning
Duct Cleaning - Water Heaters
800-834-NINE
www.homer9.com

Bradley J. Brown, D.D.S

Family Dentistry
Let Us Give You A Smile!
101 5th Street

Elwood City

(724)752-1506 ~Z0S>

; C.;j: eh_.c}L.cQ,-

724-779-3900

20555 Rt. 19
Cranberry Twp. PA 16066

flowersbygerard@yahoo.com

MVP TEAM SHOP

SPORTSWEAR « NOVELITIES - GIFTS
Headquarters For Officially Licensed Sportswear
NFL « MLB « NHL « NBA « NCAA
(724) 758-2544

500 Lawrence Ave « Ellwood City, PA

THE CIGAR SHOPPE
of Ellwood City LLC
707 Lawrence Ave, Ellwk ity, PA 16117
475-325-4738 :

Noeltovicee Esbates

SENIOR LIVING

Call or schedule
your tour today!
T24-758-1200

945 Border Ave. — Ellwood City

Caring, Giving, Living

www.cigar-shoppe.com
* WEIGHT LOSS * PRP
* TRIGGER POINT INJECTIONS / MIGRAINE MANAGEMENT

* WORKERS COMPENSATION ¢ SPORTS INJURIES F LC N
tiktok.com/@falcon.urgent.car 724-235-6000

www.urgentcarecranberry.com 1241 Freedom Rd., Suite 1A, Cranberry Twp. , PA16066

659 CASTLE CREEK DR. - CRANBERRY TWP
KARSKI & SPOKANE

ORTHODONTICS = -
724-591-5758 e karskispokaneortho.com

Thor_ﬁés _Duval[
724.366.6043

tomduvall3@gmail.com

FORMER ASSISTANT
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

D&S
Excavating
ATTORNEY AT LAW Injury/Accident Cases , ,c...cia Harmony, PA
No Recovery/No Fee - srperience couns
724-624-4098

www.telltully.net=724.935.1922

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

833-287-3502 |

& FIRSTstudent

NOW SERVICING SENECA VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT!
JOIN OUR TEAM TODAY - NOW HIRING DRIVERS & MONITORS

COMPETITIVE WAGES
SIGN ON BONUSES AVAILABLE FOR DRIVER AND NON-DRIVER ROLES
PAID CDL TRAINING - NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED

WorkAtFirst.com

Medicare decisions can be
confusing - call for a one-to-
one no charge consultation
with a Licensed Medicare
Advisor.

Crystal A Manning|
Medicare recipients and those Licensed Medicare Advisor}
that assist with decisions 412-716-4942)
need to be informed of the  CrYStelmanning@gmail.com
best options based on their
individual situation.

REMOVE THE FEAR,
UNCERTAINTY, AND

Dvonya Sedlacko-
Stephens]

Licensed Medicare Advisor]
412-657-3889
djsedlacko@gmail.com|

COSTLY MISTAKES
WE CAN HELP!

LEYMARIE CLARK LONG P.C.
~ Attorneys at Law ~
Ellwood City Office = 423 Sixth St.
(724) 752-1583
New Castle Offlce 1429 New Butler Rd.
Ste. 8, 2nd Flo
(724) 923 4500

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

Karen L. Vidt

Our mission
is to help
small business
owners achieve

Certified Public Accountant Parishioner

Small Business Consulting ® Tax Planning
Corporate & Personal Tax Preparation
QuickBooks Consulting
626 W. New Castle Street, Zelienople, PA 16063

(724) 452-9261 ® www.KarenLVidtCPA.com
fax (724) 452-9268 e karenv@karenlvidicpa.com

14-1741

long term
success.

Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania



DILLON MCCANDLESS KING

COULTER & GRAHAM LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

600 Cranberry Woods Drive, Suite 175 |GfoundSGuys

Cranberry Township, PA 16066
724-776-6644 www.dmkcg.com

LUXENBURG, GARBETT, KELLY & (GEORGE
ATTORNEYS AT LAw

CIviL TRIAL SPECIALISTS
724-758-7581 724-658-8535

Since A PART OF UPMC SENIOR COMMUNITIES

1982 84 Beautiful Acres right here

in Cranberry Twp.
100 Norman Dr.
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066

Samuel Teolis Funeral Home o
and Crematory Inc.
Proudly serving the Divine Grace Parish, Holy Redeemer Church of
Ellwood City, Koppel and surrounding areas since 1955
309 Spring Ave., Ellwood City, PA 16117 «724-758-3222

Seruing as we would want to be sehved. r

URBAN PLUMBING
MASTER PLUMBING
FREE ESTIMATES
FuLLY INSURED « PARISHIONER
No Job Too Small

724-774-1622

RETAINING
WALLS

Landscape/ Lawn Care Services

“We know you're busy, let us do the work for you”
- Seasonal Clean Up - Retaining Walls - Patios

- Lawn Mowing - Edging - Shrub / Hedge Trimming
- Mulch / Decorative Rocks - String Trimming

- Bed Creation/Redefining/Maintenance

724766-6781 - www.GroundsGuys.com/ellwood-city

catholicmatch’
Pennsylvania

PA126771

MICHAEL C. PANGONIs D.C.
PALMER GRADUATE
(724) 758-5733

300 FOUNTAIN AVE.
OpPTIMUM HEALTH
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

JEREMIAH BONDRA DMD, PC
JEREMIAH BONDRA DMD, FAGD < DENNIS HAMILTON DMD
— Family and Cosmetic Dentisty —

214 W. Grandview Ave. Zelienople
(724) 452-7960 © wwwy.drieremiahbondra.com

— SHERWOODOAKS.COM
SHERWOOD OAKS 4 _g00_g42-2217
Our North Region's Catholic Elementary Schools
@ o @ r ol Visit ..E &
o N\I 2 Us! R
Ugh,i,;;’,' aons, ) SOD AR RO

+ Blessed Francis Seelos Academy
+ Blessed Trinity Academy
+ Butler Catholic School
4+ Holy Cross Academy
4+ Holy Sepulcher School
4+ Saint Kilian Catholic School
4+ St. Gregory School

4+ St. Wendelin School
o e OUR cOMMUNITY

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT Ko
ORGANIZATION NEED A

A NEWSLETTER? o
f4

Engaging, ad-supported
scanto Y
contactus!

print and digital newsletters

to reach your community.

Visit Ipicommunities.com

accu-copy
reprographics

Local, Family-owned Printer
Announcements e Copies e Banners
Business Cards e Invitations e Large Format

724.935.7055 e www.accu-copy.com

302 Thomson Park Dr, Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6318

2He
E

lndependence

322 South Main Street
Ze m\()pk

VERONICA VEZZANI, MD

= Primary Care
Schedule today!

833-391-0737

Small Business Apparel

New Hire/Appreciation Kitting
2 Golf Qutings

Events Pre-orders and on-site

Fundraising Opportunities

= Qutpatient
Services
Walk-in blood draws

20636 Route 19, Suite
Cranberry Township

School and Athletic Spiritwear
Marketing Accessories and Giveaway ltems

YOUR DREAM HOME IS CALLING —

CALL ME TODAY!

YOUR LOCAL REALTOR® & PARISHIONER FOR 20 YEARS BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
Office: 724-776-3686 o« Cell: 412-260-1569
GiaAlbanowski@TPRSold.com

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

WHY NOT ANSWER

GIA ALBANOWSKI

REALTOR?

HomeServices

The Preferred Realty

Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania 14-1741
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) MOSE
’ J EW
SIN
524 Northpointe Circ
Seven Fields, PA f &
724-591-5776 k]

Shop our selection
of traditional, vintage, =
and alternative

Amada Senior In-Home Care
Allows Older Adults To Stay At Home With The Level
Of Care They Need To Be Safe And Comfortable,
While Providing Their Family With Peace Of Mind.
Chad and Vicki Craig, Owners / Parishioners

AMADA

* Free In-Home Care Consultations
* Long Term Care Insurance Claims

* Veterans Financial Assistance Programs

Jaéh Marshall
c. aﬁm’;g

“Your Catering Specialists”
Gourmet to Down-Home Cooking

=7vE| 724-444-1384

2
www.johnmarshallcatering.com
info@johnmarshallcatering.com

engagement rings 24/7. ™ S5 AT
MOSESJEWELERS.C m weddings@johnmarshallcatering.com

412-334-2552 - www.amadapittsburghnw.com

WHEN YOU ARE
READY TO GET
YOUR LIFE BACK
AND ELIMINATE
MIGRAINES FOREVER -

Call Us!
‘724-741-6080 www.PghMigraine.com — =

See Our
Google Reviews!

© ADT-Monitored Home Security g ‘

oo Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

833-287-3502 [mrjigd"

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

MOLYNEAUX HOME"

CARPET | FLOORS | KITCHENS | PAINTING

Faith. Community.
Craftsmanship.

Owned by a fellow parishioner, Molyneaux Home is
proud to serve our Pittsburgh community. We bring care,
integrity, and expert craftsmanship to every project—
from beautiful floors to complete kitchen refreshes.

» X W

Free In-Hame & Expert Design Premium Quality
Showroom Consults Assistance Materials

Stop by our showroom, we are next door!

A FREE ESTIMATE | 4
®412-534-5599

. MolyneauxHome.com

14-1741

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania



' FDIC Caruey PRIMACY
NeATicr Bank (it (P) ranTiNG

Service in Ellwood City I N C IFr:asélllchﬁ?mEs

www.nextierbank.com
Catt Tom oz T24-651-3289 o
COZAD Garage Doors TAKE THE TIME

" 29
H H . 2 Family Owned & Operated
PM Presentation Ministries cales oy Ouned s Cperated TO TAKE THE TIME
GARAGE DOORS * ELECTRIC OPENERS H H H
One Bread, One Body SPRINGS & CABLES REPLACED P"macypamtmg-com
3230 McHenry Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45211 724-735-4403 _ .
www.PresentationMinistries.com || & Clopay’ LiftMaster CARL COLLINS Il - 412-770-6457
D I M E Gene G. Dimeo, Esq. | @wkgrﬂuttm 75
¢ haircuts for kKids 7
7 2 4 - 7 5 2 - 9 9 5 5 + Fun For Kids, Stress-Free For Parents! |
__LAWGROUPR.PLLC™  www.DimeoLawGroup.com | Gmue i e
Northwestern Mutual
Wealth Management Company*
‘ L] Ken Sinagra, CLU, ChSNC*, Managing Direct
/ N % o ma\?\lr:alth Managementa::vgilsr:)gr reeter
& 600 Cranberry Woods Dr, Ste 450, Cranberry Twp, PA 16066
LIBEHW RODFING PROS . m P72477'§'!?l]’8§§%$123033927|kenne(hsmagra com
+ Roofing « Siding « Gutters
PALE PLUMBING + Gutter Guards - Exterior Cleaning %jgg@ Lt

u Residential - Registered Master Plumber Resf{'%e:rglcql{)gfocﬂ’;&recml FLOWER SHOP

Installation - Service & Repair - Fully Insured i Ing Aval 1247582262 )ik Cotsi Patti Kuhn,
Over 40 Years Experience Vince Pale - Parishioner ) 724-60_5-4024 2]218 Sixg%itreet AR Ovan:;/SDeSsi%r;e;
724-776-9280 $20.° OFF-mention bulletin libertyroofingpros.com  |;,%¢,"” wow posicsbypatti.com

Providing the highest level of care for over 100 years

JoNATHAN W. PUGH, SUPERVISOR

DEVLIN BrianN P. DEVLIN, FUNERAL DIRECTOR

FUNERAL ITOML 724-772-8800 | DEVLINFUNERALHOME.COM
2678 Rochester Road - Cranberry Township, PA

CRANBERRY SUPPLY CO.

ID Nwaogu, REALTOR Mulch « Top Soil  Building Supplies - L1 Call for A/C Maintenance, @
il Service or Free
X ) (724) 776'1 61 0 3 - Replacement Estimates “E@uﬂm

Buying or selling? Rowan Rd. Cranberry Twp., PA - 724-667-9377
Johnny McClymonds & g

&% StateFarm N Thank You

www.propertiesbyidara.com || [isa Caughey Insurance Agency Inc for your Votes!
Lisa Caughey, Agent
724-774-9010

1270 Freedom Crider Rd
www.lisacaughey.com

REALTY GROLP

Lawrence & Mercer

Counties Only Dicaprio Lou DiCaprio

Nationally Certified . L
IICRC Company Carpet Cleaning Owner/Parishioner

#NOOOBODY
Gets Your Carpet Cleaner! [ Satisbied Cupbsmond] | sn’s.
R L e Clgg

BEST AUTO BODY SHOP
BEST AUTO DETAILING Jkie . | _ s ﬂ_;--ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁ

AN 7124.776.6610

BOYLAN Miraie™

GLENN-KILDOO

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES () e p— Operatecl Adam, Pat, Patrick II
Cranberr wp - Evans City - Connoquenessin: wp - Zelienople .
Srambersy Tup - Fans €y Connoquencesing T - Zeiencr by the Boylan Family =~ PATRICK J. BOYLAN II
WWW.l)oylanfuneralservwes.com SUPERVISOR

@ For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania 14-1741



