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VICTIM ASSISTANCE HOTLINE
Divine Grace Parish is 

committed to ensuring a safe 
environment from any form

of abuse for everyone. 
If you suspect any form of 

abuse, please call the diocesan 
Victim Assistance Hotline at 

1-888-808-1235.



For we have seen his               in the east, 
and are come to adore him. – Matthew 2:2

3Father Jim’s Weekly Reflections
The Week of January 4, 2026

Happy New Year
Whatever your experience of 2025, I pray that you have 

a good New Year in 2026. Christians bring joy and hope 

to society because we know that Jesus Christ is the King 

of Kings. Even in our su�ering, sickness, family 

divisions, economic hardships, social and political 

turmoil, and the day-to-day routine, if we remain close 

to Jesus, He remains close to us. Blessings for a great New 

Year!

Welcome Deacon Frank
Bishop Eckman has assigned a permanent deacon to our 

parish e�ective this week. Deacon Frank Bursic was 

ordained in 2020. He comes to us from Holy Family 

Parish in Plum, Oakmont and Verona where he served in 

a variety of parish ministries. He has over 45 years of 

experience in the energy and power industries and has 

been married to his wife Karen for more than 40 years. 

�ey have three daughters and �ve grandchildren and 

now live in Zelienople. Welcome, Deacon Frank—we 

look forward to your ministry.

Epiphany � Little Christmas
�e Church celebrates the beginning of Jesus’ ministry as 

He moved the three wise men to visit the manger where 

they o�ered the gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

�e “epiphany’ is that the mission of the Church is to 

reach out to all peoples of this world to announce the 

Good News that Jesus has come for our salvation. �e 

Church doesn’t simply gaze upon the Crib or the Cross 

but rather lives the mysteries of what Jesus has to say to 

us. His miracles would con�rm the presence of the 

Kingdom of God and the Eucharist is our participation 

in the events of Jesus’ life.

Christmas Season Still Underway
Christmas does not end until next Sunday when we 

celebrate the Baptism of Jesus. So, in the meantime, keep 

o�ering Christmas greetings to your family, friends, 

co-workers, and neighbors.

Saint John Neumann
�e entire Church in the United States celebrates this 

former priest who served in Pittsburgh and used to visit a 

German orphanage on Troy Hill that would later become 

North Catholic High School. He eventually was 

appointed the Archbishop of Philadelphia, ushering in a 

vibrant Catholic Church for the people of that city. He 

would die of exhaustion for his tireless ministry. We 

celebrate his feast day on Monday, January 5.

Indoor Parish Picnic � Mark Your 
Calendar
A father-daughter duo singing pop tunes from the ‘60s 

and ‘70s, and country pop from the ‘80s, ‘90s and 2000s, 

Mark and Anna, known as �e Wilmett Duo, are 

parishioners and play at local establishments. �ey will 

entertain us at a parish picnic on Saturday, February 7, 

at 6:30 pm at Saint Gregory’s Blue Room. �ere is no 

charge. We will provide beer, wine, water, and light 

refreshments. You are welcome to bring your own food 

basket. Come and enjoy an evening of song and 

celebration!

DIVINE GRACE PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT

Sunday Collection total for 

December 20-21, 2025 = $79,953

Second Collection  = $6,234

(for Maintenance)

Parish Members = 18,837

Parish Households = 7,100

�is weekend’s second collection is for Parish Appeal. 
�ank you for your generosity.

star



Saturday, January 3 � The Epiphany of the Lord
4:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand    For Parishioners of Divine Grace Parish

5:00 pm, Holy Redeemer  † Lu Ann Sanঞllo (Judy Dici)

5:00 pm, Saint Gregory † Dolores “Dee” Musher (Saint Gregory  

      Ushers)

6:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand † Ray Nowak (Family)

Sunday, January 4 � The Epiphany of the Lord
8:00 am, Saint Ferdinand † Richard Quinn (Chuck & Terri Bernath)

8:00 am, Saint Gregory † Dave Brown (Thomas & Mana Keiser)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer † Vincent Krupa (Dave Krupa, father)

10:00 am, Saint Gregory † William Wahlen (Family)

10:00 am, Saint Ferdinand  † Jean Ann Donatelli (Kavanagh Family)

11:00 am, Holy Redeemer † Charles Schweinsberg (Barbara, wife)

12:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand † Edward Michael Nolan, Jr. (Salvatore  

      Family)

5:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand     Dave & Mary Kopp – 25th Wedding  

      Anniversary

Monday, January 5 � Saint John Neumann
8:00 am, Saint Gregory     Alan & Stephanie Marঞn- 14th Wedding  

      Anniversary (Friends & Family)

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand  † Narciza Estrada (Daughter)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer † Norberta Modliszewski (Mr. & Mrs.  

      Charles Dombeck)

Tuesday, January 6
8:00 am, Saint Gregory † Stanley Verona (John & Rita Verona)

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand † Rose Foerster (Bonnie & Jim Chemel)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer † Joe & Mary Ba�aglia (John & Deb   

      Ba�aglia)

Wednesday, January 7
8:00 am, Saint Gregory † Joan Campbell (Melissa McCarty)

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand † Ron Juron (Margie Macher)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer  † Jean & Walter Biega (Family)

7:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand † George D. Virostek (Gloria, wife)

7:00 pm, Holy Redeemer † Leona Puz (Michael & Mark, sons)

Thursday, January 8
8:00 am, Saint Gregory † Jack Gahagan (Ann Soroka)

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand † Janet Rine (Gene & Barb Chambers)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer † Russell Pelligrene (Al Farinelli)

Friday, January 9
8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand † Carol Sinicki (John & Pat Pranaiঞs)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer † Mary Jo Showalter (Rick & Laurie List  

      Family)

9:00 am, Saint Gregory † David Bednarowicz (Drew Family)

Saturday, January 10 � The Baptism of the 
Lord
9:00 am, Holy Redeemer † Vincent Krupa (Linda DeSanzo)

4:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand  † Robert Klenk (Pa�y & Steve Rohm)

5:00 pm, Holy Redeemer    For Parishioners of Divine Grace Parish

5:00 pm, Saint Gregory † Kenneth Loomis (Stripay Family)

6:00 pm Saint Ferdinand † Richard Hadley (Bob & Shirley Ricci)

Sunday, January 11 � The Baptism of the Lord
8:00 am, Saint Ferdinand † Joey Sklarsky (Family)

8:00 am, Saint Gregory † Raymond Thompson (Family)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer  † Paula Maochi Laird (Bob & Elena   

      Punzell)

10:00 am, Saint Gregory † Jim Marঞn (Family & Friends)

10:00 am, Saint Ferdinand † Edward P. Smith (Don & Mary Jane  

      Vano)

11:00 am, Holy Redeemer † Leমe Ross (Bill & Rosina Betz)

12:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand † Raymond Matakovich (Cindy, wife)

5:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand † Leonard Glaziak (Don & Kim Kapfer)

     � = deceased

4 Mass Intentions
Divine Grace Parish

I ask that…prayers, petitions, and 
thanksgivings be o�ered for everyone

—  1 Timothy 2:1



Saint Ferdinand Church
2535 Rochester Road

Cranberry Twp., PA 16066

Monday - Friday  8:30 am
Wednesday  7:00 pm
First Saturday  8:30 am
Saturday (Vigil) 4:00 pm 
   6:00 pm
Sunday  8:00 am  
           10:00 am  
   Noon  
   5:00 pm

Holy Redeemer Church
415 4th Street

Ellwood City, PA 16117

Monday - Saturday 9:00 am
Wednesday  7:00 pm
Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 pm 
Sunday  9:00 am  
   11:00 am

Saint Gregory Church
2 West Beaver Street

Zelienople, PA 16063

Monday - �ursday 8:00 am
Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 pm
Sunday  8:00 am
   10:00 am

Schedule
MASS
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Jubilee 2025 o�cially ends on January 6, completing 

an extraordinary year in the life of the Church globally, 

in the Diocese of Pittsburgh, and for Divine Grace 

Parish. We saw history made with the election of the �rst American pope, followed 

by the installation of a new bishop in our diocese, while dozens of area Catholics 

made pilgrimages to Rome to witness the canonization of the �rst millennial saint.

Not to mention a deacon from Divine Grace Parish serving in Saint Peter’s Basilica.

“We must fan the �ame of hope that has been given us,” Pope Francis declared 

in opening the Jubilee Year with the theme Pilgrims of Hope. “(To) help everyone 

gain new strength and certainty by looking to the future with an open spirit, a 

trusting heart, and far-sighted vision.”

After Pope Francis’ death on April 21 at age 88, Pope Leo XIV was elected as the 

�rst ponti� from the United States. On July 14, Bishop Mark Eckman became the 

13th Bishop of Pittsburgh.

Divine Grace parishioners Hayley and Tony Grese were among the pilgrims who 

journeyed to Rome to attend the September 7 canonization of Blessed Carlo Acutis 

and Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati. �e Italian laymen were the �rst saints proclaimed 

by Pope Leo, with Blessed Acutis becoming the �rst millennial saint. Also in Saint 

Peter’s Square – Divine Grace parishioner Sam Buchanan, studying in Rome.

In December, young adults from Faith on Fire made their pilgrimage to Rome 

and Assisi, venerating the relic of Saint Acutis.

Back home, Divine Grace parishioner Paul Foster led pious pilgrimages to 

Masses at churches in Beaver Falls, Butler, Waynesburg, New Castle and 

Washington, PA. “It helps you see how universal the Church is,” Paul said.

A Jubilee Year highlight for Deacon Je� Ludwikowski came during a March 

pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi with Bishop Eckman, who was asked to preside at 

the English language Mass in Saint Peter’s Basilica. Deacon Je� served as Deacon of 

the Word.

“It was my most awesome experience in nearly 14 years as a deacon,” he said.

�e Holy Doors will reopen for the next Jubilee in 2033, marking the 2,000th 

anniversary of Jesus Christ’s passion, death, and resurrection.



�MONDAY�
Holy Redeemer Church
8:00 am to 8:50 am

�TUESDAY�
Saint Gregory Church 
1:00 pm to 6:00 pm

Holy Redeemer Church
8:00 am to 8:50 am

�WEDNESDAY�
Saint Ferdinand Church

9:00 am to 6:30 pm

Holy Redeemer Church
9:30 am to 7:00 pm

�FRIDAY�
Holy Redeemer Church
8:00 am to 8:50 am

Saint Ferdinand Church
9:00 am to 10:00 am

�SUNDAY�
Holy Redeemer Church
12:15 pm to 4:00 pm

Adoration
EUCHARISTIC
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Greetings from 

Holy Spirit Parish in Mexico

�e pastor of a parish in Mexico continues to serve God’s people with 
generous support from the faithful at Saint Ferdinand. On All Souls Day, 
Father Rudy Valenzuela held a blessing at the local cemetery for those who 
have no one to pray over them. 

Saint Ferdinand outreach coordinator Walt Scott and his wife Wilma 
recently visited Father Rudy at Holy Spirit Parish in San Luis Rio Colorado, 
Mexico. Since 2011, Saint Ferdinand has provided funding to their sister 
parish, with volunteers helping to 
build a medical clinic, church, 
classrooms, and two chapels, 
including this chapel next to the 
cemetery.

“�ank you for your continued 
prayers for our friends in Mexico,” 
Walt said.

You can follow Holy Spirit Parish 
on Facebook at “Parroquia Del 
Espiritu Santo.”

Preparing for Tomorrow

Education sessions to explain �e Fund for Divine Grace Parish were 
well-received and gifts are now being made as parishioners learn more about this 
new way to build a lasting legacy. 

�e Fund is an endowment created through the new Catholic Foundation for 
Greater Pittsburgh. It o�ers a permanent source of support for our parish, 
making giving easier through long-term, short-term, and quasi endowments. 

Common legacy gifts include estate commitments such as:
• Bequests and retirement plans
• Designations of life insurance policies
• Personal or corporate matching gifts
• Charitable – gift annuities, remainder trusts, and lead trusts 
 
Legacy gifts usually cost donors nothing during their lifetimes because they 

typically are funded with assets. �e principal is invested in the Fund and grows. 
�e education presentation is available at https://tinyurl.com/42f5rynt. Learn 
more at www.cfgpitt.org.

To create a will or make a legacy gift, visit https://partner.freewill.com/cfgpitt. 



Schedule
CONFESSION

�TUESDAY�

Saint Gregory Church
5:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

�WEDNESDAY�

Holy Redeemer Church
6:00 pm to 6:45 pm

�SATURDAY�

Holy Redeemer Church
9:30 am to 10:30 am

Saint Ferdinand Church
10:00 am to 11:00 am

Saint Gregory Church
10:00 am to 11:00 am
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God�s Doorkeeper
�is week, we celebrate the memorial 

of a humble doorkeeper, St. André of 

Montreal. Learn how this man became a 

great saint through his small acts of love.   

The Three Wise Men
Ms. Kim explains the Solemnity of the 

Epiphany and the importance of the wise 

men‘s gifts by teaching students how to 

draw the three magi. She challenges kids 

to do an act of kindness for someone, 

o�ering it as a gift to Jesus. 

Epiphany
Have you ever wondered what the 

Epiphany is? In this engaging episode of 

the True Meaning of Christmas, join Dr. 

Michael Barber to �nd out.

Want to grow in faith on your own time? Divine Grace Parish o�ers free access 

to Formed, an online hub of Catholic movies, talks, studies, and kids’ content. 

Visit https://signup.formed.org , enter our parish name, and start exploring today.

Bulletin Submissions: 
With the holidays over, we have returned to our regular deadlines, with 

bulletin submissions due two Wednesdays before the publish date. Email 

rdewitt@divinegracepgh.org.  �ank you!

�is week on

Week of January 4, 2026

Volunteer and Make a Difference!
Your time and talents can bless our parish in big ways. Whether it’s 

helping at events, assisting with liturgy, or lending a hand behind the 

scenes, there’s a role for you at Divine Grace Parish!



Saint Ferdinand 

Office Hours
Monday - Friday

9:00 am to 5:00 pm

724-776-2888, ext. 1101

Fax: 724-776-2378

How can Divine Grace Parish respond to the Gospel call to welcome 
the stranger in ways that follow Catholic Social Teaching? Join us for a 
rescheduled presentation on how our faith teaches us to respond to the 
realities of migration with compassion. �e talk will take place on 
�ursday, January 22, at 7:00 pm in Saint Ferdinand’s McAndrew-Biller 
Hall. RSVP at https://divinegracepgh.org/talks.
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Monday, January 5

9:30 am Women Gathered, Holy Family Room

7:00 pm Women Gathered, Holy Family Room

Tuesday, January 6

9:00 am Flame of Love, Children’s Liturgy Room

9:30 am Contemplative Prayer, Holy Family Rm

10:00 am Bible Study, Upper Room

7:00 pm Bible Study, Children’s Liturgy Room

7:00 pm Folk Choir, Church

Wednesday, January 7

9:00 am Comfort Blankets, McAndrew-Biller Hall

6:00 pm Vocation Council, Upper Room

7:00 pm K of C #11838, McAndrew-Biller Hall

7:00 pm Bereavement Group, Holy Family Room

Thursday, January 8

2:00 pm Women’s Club, Library

7:00 pm Festival Meeting, McAndrew-Biller Hall

7:30 pm Men’s Club, Library

Friday, January 9

9:30 am ABC Moms, McAndrew-Biller Hall

Saturday, January 10

9:00 am K of C #11838 Color Corp Practice,   

  Oldenski Hall

This Week at

Saint Ferdinand Church
Oldenski Hall Meeting January 12 
�e town hall meeting on the planned renovation of 

Oldenski Hall has been rescheduled for Monday, Jan. 12 
at 6:30 pm in Oldenski Hall to learn about ideas to 
upgrade the space. �e former Saint Ferdinand Parish 
raised $2.7 million for the project. A steering committee 
has been discussing di�erent options and is ready to o�er 
its recommendations. You are invited to hear the report, 
share your thoughts and ask questions.

Sign up now for VBS 
It may be winter but as you’re 

planning your summer vacation, be 
sure to think about Vacation Bible 
School.

Registration for VBS is now open. We 
will o�er two programs: �ve days at Saint Ferdinand the 
week of June 15, and a three-day experience at Holy 
Redeemer the week of June 22. Children entering 
4-year-old preschool through 5th grade are invited to 
attend VBS, and youth can begin volunteering as young 
as 6th grade. Register at: https://divinegracepgh.org/vbs.

Living Rosary on January 12 
�e Knights of Columbus Council 11838 will be 

leading prayers in the Living Rosary at Saint Ferdinand 
Church on Monday, January 12 at 7:00 pm. A 90-foot 
rosary will stretch down the main aisle as we pray 
together, with each person holding a bead. It’s a wonderful 
way to begin the New Year – please join us.



Holy Redeemer 
Office Hours

Mon - Fri: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

Closed for lunch (12:30–1:00 pm)
724-758-7587, ext. 3002

Fax: 724-752-1466
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Raising Our Catholic Kids
Need ideas and support as you try to teach your 

children to learn and live the Catholic faith? A new group 

called Catholic Parents R.O.C.K. (Raising Our 

Catholic Kids) is being established to help mothers and 

fathers form their children in faith, virtue, and love. It’s 

led by Andrea and David Losos, parents of nine children 

between the ages of one and 17 who understand how our 

culture competes with Catholicism. �e �rst of �ve 

monthly sessions will be held �ursday, January 15 

from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm in the Holy Redeemer 

convent. Space is limited. Learn more and sign up at 

https://divinegracepgh.org/parentsrock.

 

Saint Ignatius believed that God wants to help us 

with good decision-making, which is a combination 

of faith and reason. Join us for this month’s Zoom 

session as we explore through silent prayer and group 

re�ection Saint Ignatius’ teachings on spiritual 

freedom, consolation and desolation, and his Rules 

of Discernment.

Date: Monday, January 19 from 7:00 pm to 8:30 

pm. Presented by parishioner �eresa Rossi. Please 

register by Wednesday, January 14 to receive the 

link: ignatian/@divinegracepgh.org. 

     This Week at Holy Redeemer Church

Thursday, January 8
6:00 pm Choir Rehearsal, Church

Friday, January 9
5:00 pm Bingo, Catholic Center

Sunday, January 11
4:00 pm Community Dinner, Catholic Center Lunch Room

Help get one another through winter at Family 

Fun Night! It’s a relaxed time to hang out and enjoy 

food, fellowship and fun games. �e �rst of three 

Saturday evenings will be held on January 24 

starting at 6:00 pm in the Holy Redeemer Catholic 

Center. No cost. Save the next two dates: February 

21 and March 21.

Holy Redeemer Pepperoni Puff Sale
You can support our Community Dinner by ordering our 

famous Pepperoni Pu�s, available on Super Bowl Sunday, 

February 8. �ese delicious treats, typically o�ered only 

once a year at the Ellwood City Arts, Crafts, and Food 

Festival – are being specially made for this fundraiser. Only 

a limited number will be available, so order early!

All proceeds from the sale directly support the 

Community Dinner. Please place your order online at 

https://forms.gle/FfLvqAW8UaUHtD248 or call the 

Parish O�ce at Holy Redeemer: 724-758-7587. All 

orders must be prepaid by either dropping the money o� 

at the Parish O�ce in Ellwood City, or put in an 

envelope in the collection basket marked Pepperoni Pu� 

Sale, by January 25.

JANUARY 24

PRAYING WITH

SCRIPTURE
the Ignatian Way



Saint Gregory
Office Hours

Friday: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm

724-776-2888, ext. 1101

Fax: 724-452-4064
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Happy Anniversary 

Saint Gregory School
Two big celebrations are set for Friday, January 30 at 

Saint Gregory. �is year marks the 115th anniversary of 

Saint Gregory School. Bishop Zubik will open our 

anniversary celebration with Mass on the 30th at 1:30 pm 

in the church. �e refurbished school bell will be blessed 

after Mass. All are welcome to attend!

Organ Dedication Concert
On the evening of the 30th at 6:30 pm, the new organ 

at Saint Gregory Church will be dedicated with a concert 

led by some of the best organists in western Pennsylvania. 

We hope you can join us. �ere will be a reception in the 

Bergman Events Center following the concert.

       Fr. Mark Thomas Returns for 

Join us in the Blue Room at Saint Gregory on 

�ursday, January 8 at 7:00 pm for a casual evening 

featuring drinks and apps, a 30-40-minute talk by 

Father Mark on the Blessed Mother, and Q & A. 

�is is a free event; courtesy RSVP at 

https://divinegracepgh.org/talks. 
  

Mark your calendar for future �eology on Tap 

talks at Saint Gregory on February 12 and March 5.

       This Week at Saint Gregory Church

Monday, January 5
6:30 pm K of C Council 6177, Blue Room

Thursday, January 8
6:30 pm Pastoral Council, School Library

7:00 pm �eology on Tap, Blue Room

Saturday, January 10
8:00 am Catholic Men’s Fellowship, School Library

Divine Mercy Cenacle 

Begins January 29 
You are invited to participate in a new Divine Mercy 

Cenacle faith sharing group that begins on �ursday, 

January 29. We will re�ect on the profound insights of 

Saint Fauustina’s diary, delve into scripture, and study the 

Catechism. Meetings will be held three �ursday 

evenings a month from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm in the Saint 

Gregory School Library. To learn more, contact Judy 

Abbs at divinemercypray@divinegracepgh.org or call 

412-585-1308.

 

This Weekend 
�ank you for your support of our parish’s 

Appalachia Mission Trip. Young people and adults 

will be repairing homes and improving lives in 

Preston County, West Virginia. To help raise funds 

for building supplies, volunteers are selling hoagies 

after Masses once a month. Parishioners age 14 and 

up who would like to learn more, please email 

appalachia@divinegracepgh.org.

HOAGIE SALE



�e glory of the 
shines upon you
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Festival Meeting January 8
�e next Parish Family Festival meeting will be held on 

�ursday, January 8, 7:00 pm in Saint Ferdinand's 

McAndrew-Biller Hall. Start the New Year right by 

joining a fantastic group of volunteers. No experience 

necessary, only willing hearts and hands!

Ministry Survey Update 
�anks to all who �lled out our 

recent Parish Ministry Survey, which 

included three questions: 

1. Is there a ministry you are interested in that you 

believe is not currently o�ered at Divine Grace Parish? 

2. Is there a Catholic topic you would like to learn 

about in our parish? 

3. What other suggestions or comments would you 

like to share? 

We have compiled the responses and will provide 

them in detail in the February issue of our parish 

magazine. �ere were a couple of requests for 

ministries that are already being o�ered or getting 

underway: 

• Bringing the Holy Eucharist to the homebound 

• Raising a Catholic family/maintaining prayer in 

the family with Catholic formation for parents 

(see page 9)

• Encourage – a diocesan support group for family 

members of children or grandchildren with 

gender dysphoria  

For more information, please contact Jennifer at 

jlivorse@divinegracepgh.org or 724-776-2888, ext. 

1210.

Seminarian Ordinations
Chris Baker will be ordained to the diaconate on 

Saturday, May 30, at Saint �omas Becket Church in 

Pleasant Hills. Deacon Erik will be ordained to the 

priesthood at Saint Paul Cathedral at 10:00 am on 

Saturday, June 27. We will be reserving two buses to 

travel to the Cathedral as parking is limited.

In addition to Chris and Erik, we have two seminarians 

from our parish: Dominik Tomasello and Ben Ansel. 

Both are in formation at Saint Paul Seminary. If you 

would like to write them, the seminary address is 2900 

Noblestown Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205.

Called By Name
�e Diocese Vocations O�ce is coordinating an 

initiative where we submit names of any single 

Catholic male from 9th grade on up. We will pass 

along those names and then Bishop Eckman will 

write each one, inviting them to a dinner at the 

seminary in March. Please email the names of those 

men who might want to meet the Bishop and learn 

more about the priesthood to Fr. Jim at 

jwehner@diopitt.org.

Car Raffle Drawing Next Sunday
Who will that lucky person be? Next Sunday after the 

10:00 am Mass at Saint Ferdinand, the ticket will be 

drawn for the winner of the new Chevy SUV. If you still 

want tickets, see an usher or visit the church o�ce. Good 

luck!

Settle in with a Good Book
Have you visited our parish library at Saint Ferdinand? 

It contains over 1,800 books and counting. Explore our 

online catalog at https://divinegracepgh.org/library. �e 

physical library is located at Saint Ferdinand next to the 

Upper Room (for grownups) and outside of the Faith 

Formation O�ce (kids’ books). Feel free to visit during 

regular o�ce hours and evening activities.

Lord



� Isaiah 60:1-6 �
 

We have been reading from the Prophet Isaiah for weeks now, but we have not 
yet considered the full scope of the book, which provides important context for our 
�rst reading. Isaiah was a prophet in the southern kingdom of Judah in the 700s 
B.C. when the northern kingdom of Israel was being wiped out and the southern 
kingdom of Judah was being reduced, both at the hands of the Assyrian Empire. 
Much of his message consists of warnings to several nations in the Middle East, the 
most important of which were the kingdoms of Israel and Judah, God’s Chosen 
People. Isaiah o�ers stark warnings to the people of the covenant about the 
consequences for continuing to break the covenant with the Lord: exile from the 
Promised Land. But Isaiah is no mere prophet of doom. He intersperses revelations 
about the coming Messianic King, and he concludes with twenty-six chapters about 
the eventual return from exile and the future glory of God’s human family on earth. 

 
It is in this �nal section on the future glory of Jerusalem that Isaiah writes 

our �rst reading. He foresees a time when the glory of the Lord will shine over all 
God’s people, one might even say like a bright star in the night sky, and will attract 
the nations who will come to Jerusalem with gifts that sound very familiar to 
Christian ears: gold and frankincense. When this prophecy eventually is ful�lled, 
when magi representing the nations �le into Jerusalem with their caravans and 
camels proclaiming the praises of the Lord, they bright with them gifts of gold and 
frankincense along with myrrh. In addition to their symbolic import, these gifts 
represented the tools of the magi’s trade, their very source of sustenance. �ese 
pagans symbolically o�ered their lives to walk by the light of the Lord. What about 
you? What about me?

 
�is week, the Spirit invites us, through the voice of Isaiah, to let the glory 

of the Lord shine upon us and shine through us. You do not have to leave this 
nation to be a light to the nations. “�ose people,” the outsiders and the 
not-good-enoughs, are all around us, and the Lord wants us to bring the light of 
his coming, of his presence, of his salvation to your fallen away neighbor, your 
cousin with same sex attraction, your coworker who drives you crazy. �e nations 
will walk by the light of the Lord, and that light is supposed to shine through us. 

 
Perhaps part of why the nations �ocked to the Christchild was because they 

did not have to deal with the cranky church people that you and I can be at times. 
�e magi did not exactly hurry back to spend more time with Herod and his 
priests who knew the correct religion answer but did not do anything about it. 
Rather than deal with the “insiders” who were obscuring the light, they went 
straight to the source of the light itself. Jesus is attractive. Faith is attractive. A life 
lived in relationship with Jesus is attractive. May we be less like Herod and his 
priests and more like Mary and Joseph who opened their cave and their home to 
whomever was drawn by the light of the world to their doorstep. 

Unpacking theWord

12 Evangelization & Faith Formation  
Divine Grace Parish

Jason Gawaldo
Director for Evangelization 
& Catechetical Ministries

�is week, let the light of 

Christ shine through your 

welcome, your witness, your 

warmth.

In every greeting, every 

gesture, every quiet act of 

kindness, may others glimpse 

His presence in you.



13Youth & Young Adult Ministry
The Week of January 4, 2026

Michael Assaf
Ministry Coordinator of 
Youth and Young Adults

STEUBENVILLE CONFERENCE  
OPENINGS AVAILABLE ▪ REGISTER NOW & SAVE!

Students in grades 8–12 are invited 

to an unforgettable summer weekend at 

the Steubenville Conference, July 9–12, 

2026. �is faith-�lled experience features 

dynamic speakers, live music, and 

powerful worship, plus a full day of fun 

at Cedar Point!  More than just a trip, the 

conference is a chance to grow in faith, 

discover your purpose, and connect with 

friends who share the journey.  

Early registration is open! Sign up by March 1 to secure the $50 early bird 

rate. Register here: https://tinyurl.com/ycxesusy

– Upcoming Schedule – 
Weekly Meeting

Mondays at 6:00 pm
St. Ferdinand Youth Room

January 12: Winter Kicko�  
January 19
January 26

Sundays at 3:00 pm
Holy Redeemer

Dates and location 
to be announced.

scan 

scan

All students in grades 7–12 are invited to join us 

for our Second Annual LifeTeen Spring Retreat, a 

weekend to recharge, reconnect, and grow in faith 

together.

We’ll gather at Saint Ferdinand Church 

beginning Saturday, April 18 at noon, and wrap up 

on Sunday, April 19 at 9:00 am.

An overnight stay is available but totally optional.

Scan the QR code for details and registration.

WEEKEND RETREAT EXPERIENCE

PRAYFOR OUR



14 Saint Gregory Catholic School 
Divine Grace Parish

CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE
Saint Gregory’s Four-Year Old Preschoolers wrapped 

up 2025 with a lovely performance. �ey were very 

animated while singing Christmas songs, and beautifully 

depicted the birth of Jesus.

A BIG THANK YOU!
We are so appreciative for all the generous donations in 

response to our teachers’ Amazon Wish Lists. �e 

support is more than we could have asked for. �ank you 

to all our donors for your kind charity. Second graders 

Riley, Charlee, Addie and Grayson made thank you cards 

to help express their feelings

SPREADING CHRISTMAS CHEER
Our 2nd and 3rd 

Graders colored dozens 

of Christmas Placemats 

for residents of Passavant 

Community near Saint 

Gregory School. �ey 

were delivered in time for 

Christmas Day, bringing 

brightness and joy to all.

�is week’s Amazon Wish List 

supports Mrs. FitzGerald, who 

nurtures our littlest learners with love, 

laughter, and lots of hands-on fun.

CLASSROOM WISH LIST
To support our Preschoolers 



A candle burns at 
Saint Ferdinand

For Carol Sinicki
from Eugene & Doris Sinicki

Saint Gregory

In Memory of Jim Martin
from Family

Saint Ferdinand
A candle burns for:

Sylvia Ann Davis
From Bob & Judy Babish

Sanctuary 

Candle

Sanctuary 

Flowers

Prayer

Garden

In Celebration, In Prayer: As a parish family, we lift up the 

names and needs of those in our hearts through prayer. If you would 

like to have sanctuary or prayer garden candles, or sanctuary �owers 

dedicated in honor or memory of a loved one, call 724-776-2888. 

15In Remembrance
The Week of January 4, 2026

Dearly 
Departed
Ethan Conte

Claudia Horvatin

Barb Mascropitro

Vincenzina Minteer

Sandra Ann Pavkovch

Janis Pavlick

Mary “Stella” Szakelyhidi

Andrew Tomei, Sr.

•

New 
Members

Mr. & Mrs. Wenifredo 

Basada

Miss Marissa Bitonti

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Boright

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Burger

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Carto

Ms. Gemma Fotia

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Haus

Mrs. Rosalie Jones

Mr. & Mrs. Sean Kampsen

Mrs. Samantha Schoenfeld

Mr. & Mrs. Michael 

Tallerico (Erika)

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond 

�ellman

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Tyree

•

Newly 
Baptized
Capree Robyn

Gabriel Emil

Genevieve Rebecca

Levi Michael

Peter Kolbe

Sutton Mary

Valentina

Wyatt James

•

Please keep 
them in 

your Prayers

Eternal rest grant unto them, 

O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May 

they rest in peace. Amen. 

May you grow in faith, 

hope, and love, and live 

always as a beloved child 

of God. Amen.

May the Lord bless you and 

keep you, and may your love 

be a sign of His faithfulness. 

Amen.



 and gifts will be 
given to you. – Luke 6:38

Give

16 Parish Budget Report
Divine Grace Parish

EXPENSES
Hosts for Communion  $    3,503  

Wine for Precious Blood  $       155 

Candles for Mass/Altars  $    6,398 

O�ce Sta� Salaries   $253,240 

Maintenance Salaries  $172,140 

Fee to the Diocese   $210,272 

Electric     $  32,538

Gas     $    3,311 

Water     $    6,423

Sewage     $    2,620

Internet    $    1,842

Copier Contract   $       885

Church Envelope Fees  $  14,000

HVAC Equipment   $  21,243

Faith Formation Programs $  71,873

Youth Ministry Programs  $  79,268

Adult Education Programs $  40,156

Catholic School Subsidy  $119,305

Postage     $    1,568

YOUR PARISH DOLLARS AT WORK
July 1 – November 30, 2025

Your weekly and monthly o�ering enables our parish to provide ministry and 

maintain our facilities for worship. �ank you!  – Fr. Jim

OVERALL BUDGET REPORT
O�ertory Income Actual:  $1,464,047

O�ertory Income Budget:  $1,401,000

Surplus Variance:    $     63,047
 

Donations/Bequests:   $   227,564

Donations/Bequests Budget:  $     38,764

Surplus Variance:    $   188,800

Liturgical/Worship Expenses:  $   127,122

Budgeted Expenses:   $   127,486

Under Budget:    $          364

Administration Expenses:  $   763,685

Budgeted Expenses:   $   651,097

Over Budget:     $   112,588

Operations & Maintenance:  $   351,268

Budgeted Expenses:   $   386,165

Under Budget:    $     34,897

YTD Operating Expenses:  $1,307,671

YTD Operating Budget Surplus: $     86,537

YTD Total Operating Revenue: $2,975,400

YTD Budget Variance:   $1,221,134 

       (in the black)

YTD Annual Parish Appeal Receipts $  277, 605 

       (July 1-Dec. 22)

Annual Parish Appeal Assessment $  504, 653



LEYMARIE CLARK LONG P.C.LEYMARIE CLARK LONG P.C.
~ Attorneys at Law ~~ Attorneys at Law ~

Ellwood City Office • 423 Sixth St.
(724) 752-1583

New Castle Office • 1429 New Butler Rd.
Ste. 8, 2nd Floor

(724) 923-4500

“Quality Home Comfort Since 1943”

Heating • Air Conditioning
Duct Cleaning • Water Heaters

800-834-NINE

www.homer9.com

Tom Jones
412-821-4322

Michael Hetzler
724-452-5900

100 Evergreen Ave., Pittsburgh
www.PGHWINDOWDOOR.com

Replacement Windows • Entry Doors • Storm Doors 
Insulated Glass • Screens

Lawrence S. Han, DPM
PODIATRIC MEDICINE & SURGERY

724-553-5706
20397 Route 19, Suite 230

Cranberry Township

724-758-5594
ELLWOOD CITY

Sweeten Your Day With Candy

Free Estimates • Service Repairs • New Installs

(724) 846-2126

MVP TEAM SHOP
SPORTSWEAR • NOVELITIES • GIFTS

Headquarters For O�cially Licensed Sportswear

NFL • MLB • NHL • NBA • NCAA

(724) 758-2544
500 Lawrence Ave • Ellwood City, PA

	 724-779-3900
	 20555 Rt. 19
	 Cranberry Twp. PA 16066

flowersbygerard@yahoo.com

41 Dutilh Rd

Cranberry Twp, PA

724.772.2600

	  	 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com        Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania          14-1741
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 CONFUSED ABOUT  MEDICARE?

Medicare decisions can be 
confusing – call for a one-to-
one no charge consultation 
with a Licensed Medicare 
Advisor.

Medicare recipients and those 
that assist with decisions 
need to be informed of the 
best options based on their 
individual situation.

Crystal A Manning
Licensed Medicare Advisor

412-716-4942
crystalmanning@gmail.com

Dvonya Sedlacko-

Stephens
Licensed Medicare Advisor

412-657-3889
djsedlacko@gmail.com

REMOVE THE FEAR, 
UNCERTAINTY, AND 
COSTLY MISTAKES

WE CAN HELP!

tiktok.com/@falcon.urgent.car 724-235-6000

1241 Freedom Rd., Suite 1A, Cranberry Twp. , PA 16066

• WEIGHT LOSS • PRP

• TRIGGER POINT INJECTIONS / MIGRAINE MANAGEMENT

• WORKERS COMPENSATION • SPORTS INJURIES

www.urgentcarecranberry.com

659 CASTLE CREEK DR. - CRANBERRY TWP

Your Local Orthodontists!

724-591-5758 • karskispokaneortho.com

D & S
Excavating
Harmony, PA

724-624-4098

THE CIGAR SHOPPE
Of Ellwood City LLC

707 Lawrence Ave, Ellwood City, PA 16117
475-325-4738
www.cigar-shoppe.com

Small Business Consulting • Tax Planning
Corporate & Personal Tax Preparation

QuickBooks Consulting

626 W. New Castle Street, Zelienople, PA 16063

(724) 452-9261 • www.KarenLVidtCPA.com
fax (724) 452-9268 • karenv@karenlvidtcpa.com

Our mission
is to help

small business
owners achieve 

long term
success.

Karen L. Vidt	 Certified Public Accountant Parishioner

Bradley J. Brown, D.D.S
Family Dentistry 

Let Us Give You A Smile!

	 101 5th Street
	 Elwood City 

	 (724)752-1506



URBAN PLUMBING
MASTER PLUMBING

FREE ESTIMATES
Fully Insured • Parishioner

No Job Too Small

724-774-1622

DILLON MCCANDLESS KING
COULTER & GRAHAM LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

600 Cranberry Woods Drive, Suite 175
Cranberry Township, PA 16066

724-776-6644		  www.dmkcg.com

Pangonis ChiropracticPangonis Chiropractic

Michael C. Pangonis D.C.
Palmer Graduate

(724) 758-5733(724) 758-5733
300 Fountain Ave.

Optimum HealthOptimum Health
for the Entire Familyfor the Entire Family

JEREMIAH BONDRA DMD, FAGD  •  DENNIS HAMILTON DMD

– Family and Cosmetic Dentistry – 
214 W. Grandview Ave. Zelienople

(724) 452-7960 • www.drjeremiahbondra.com(724) 452-7960 • www.drjeremiahbondra.com
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A part of UPMC Senior CommunitiesSince 

1982
84 Beautiful Acres right here 

in Cranberry Twp.
100 Norman Dr. 

Cranberry Twp., PA 16066

SHERWOODOAKS.COM

 1-800-642-2217

Samuel Teolis Funeral Home 
and Crematory Inc.

Proudly serving the Divine Grace Parish, Holy Redeemer Church of 
Ellwood City, Koppel and surrounding areas since 1955

309 Spring Ave., Ellwood City, PA 16117 • 724-758-3222

Serving as we would want to be served.

Landscape/ Lawn Care Services
“We know you’re busy, let us do the work for you”

• Seasonal Clean Up • Retaining Walls • Patios
• Lawn Mowing • Edging  • Shrub / Hedge Trimming 
• Mulch / Decorative Rocks  • String Trimming
• Bed Creation/Rede�ning/Maintenance

724 766-6781 • www.GroundsGuys.com/ellwood-city

RETAINING 

WALLS

PA126771

	 Luxenburg, Garbett, Kelly & George

	A ttorneys At Law

	 Civil Trial Specialists

	 724-758-7581	 724-658-8535

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6318

Our North Region’s Catholic Elementary Schools

✦ Blessed Francis Seelos Academy
✦ Blessed Trinity Academy

✦ Butler Catholic School
✦ Holy Cross Academy

✦ Holy Sepulcher School
✦ Saint Kilian Catholic School

✦ St. Gregory School
✦ St. Wendelin School

YOUR DREAM HOME IS CALLING — WHY NOT ANSWER

CALL ME TODAY!
YOUR LOCAL REALTOR® & PARISHIONER FOR 20 YEARS

O�ce: 724-776-3686 • Cell: 412-260-1569
GiaAlbanowski@TPRSold.com

Pennsylvania

CatholicMatch.com/PA

•	 Small Business Apparel
•	 New Hire/Appreciation Kitting
•	 Golf Outings
•	 Events Pre-orders and on-site
•	 Fundraising Opportunities
•	 School and Athletic Spiritwear
•	 Marketing Accessories and Giveaway Items

20636 Route 19, Suite B
Cranberry Township



524 Northpointe Circle
Seven Fields, PA 

724-591-5776

Shop our selection

of traditional, vintage,

and alternative 

engagement rings 24/7.

MOSESJEWELERS.COM

	  	 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com        Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania          14-1741

“Your Catering Specialists”
Gourmet to Down-Home Cooking

	 www.johnmarshallcatering.com

	 info@johnmarshallcatering.com

	 weddings@johnmarshallcatering.com

724-444-1384724-444-1384724-444-1384

WHEN YOU ARE

READY TO GET

YOUR LIFE BACK

AND ELIMINATE

MIGRAINES FOREVER -

Ca� Us!
See Our

Google Reviews!

724-741-6080 • www.PghMigraine.com

Amada Senior In-Home Care 

Allows Older Adults To Stay At Home With The Level 

Of Care They Need To Be Safe And Comfortable, 

While Providing Their Family With Peace Of Mind.

Chad and Vicki Craig, Owners / Parishioners

412-334-2552 • www.amadapittsburghnw.com

* Free In-Home Care Consultations
* Long Term Care Insurance Claims

* Veterans Financial Assistance Programs



Presentation Ministries

One Bread, One Body
3230 McHenry Ave., Cincinnati, OH  45211

www.PresentationMinistries.com

Gene G. Dimeo, Esq.
724-752-9955

www.DimeoLawGroup.com

Fun For Kids, Stress-Free For Parents!
Haircuts Are Fun!

20325 Rte 19, Cranberry Twp, PA 16066 • 724-591-5333
www.haircutsarefun.com/location/cranberrytwp-pa

      

Carney
Heating, Cooling & Gas Service

24 Hour Emergency
Service in Ellwood City
Call Tom at 724-651-3289

	  	 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com        Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania          14-1741

Lisa Caughey Insurance Agency Inc

Lisa Caughey, Agent
724-774-9010

1270 Freedom Crider Rd

www.lisacaughey.com

	 PALE PLUMBING
	 Residential • Registered Master Plumber
	 Installation • Service & Repair • Fully Insured

Over 40 Years Experience

724-776-9280
Vince Pale - Parishioner

$20.00 OFF-mention bulletin

FLOWER SHOP

Wedding  Specialist724-758-2262
328 Sixth Street
Ellwood City
PA 16117

Patti Kuhn
Owner/Designer

M-F 9-5, Sat 9-3
www.posiesbypatti.com

INSURED

FREE QUOTES

“TAKE THE TIME

TO TAKE THE TIME”

primacypainting.com

CARL COLLINS II • 412-770-6457

COZAD Garage Doors
Family Owned & Operated

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

GARAGE DOORS • ELECTRIC OPENERS

SPRINGS & CABLES REPLACED

724-735-4403

Ken Sinagra, CLU®, ChSNC®, Managing Director
Wealth Management Advisor

600 Cranberry Woods Dr, Ste 450, Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

P 724.778.9082 | C 412.303.3927 | kennethsinagra.nm.com
Northwestern Mutual is the marketing name for The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company (NM) and its subsidiaries, including 

Northwestern Mutual Wealth Management Company® (NMWMC) (Investment Advisory Services), a federal savings bank. NM and its subsidiaries 
are in Milwaukee, WI. Kenneth Sinagra is an Agent of NM and provides investment advisory services as an Advisor of NMWMC.

• Roofing • Siding • Gutters
• Gutter Guards • Exterior Cleaning

Residential & Commercial
Financing Available

724-605-4024
libertyroofingpros.com

FUNERAL HOME   &  CREMATION SERVICES

Cranberry Twp - Evans City - Connoquenessing Twp - Zelienople
Adam, Pat, Patrick II

PATRICK J. BOYLAN II
SUPERVISORwww.boylanfuneralservices.com

Owned and Operated 
by the Boylan Family

724.776.6610
Wisconsin Avenue

at Route 19

Parishioners Serving St. Ferdinand’s Faithfully Since 1961 & St. Gregory’s since 1954

CRANBERRY SUPPLY CO.

Mulch • Top Soil • Building Supplies

(724) 776-1610
Rowan Rd. Cranberry Twp., PA

Johnny McClymonds

ID Nwaogu, REALTOR
“Transforming Dreams into Homes”

Buying or selling?

C: 269-544-9666

O: 724-468-8841
www.propertiesbyidara.com

Call for A/C Maintenance, 

Service or Free 

Replacement Estimates

724-667-9377

DiCaprio
Carpet Cleaning

#NOOOBODY

Gets Your Carpet Cleaner!

724-776-0021

Lou DiCaprio
Owner/Parishioner

Lawrence & Mercer

Counties Only

Nationally Certified
IICRC Company

Providing the highest level of care for over 100 years
Jonathan W. Pugh, Supervisor

Brian P. Devlin, Funeral Director 
724-772-8800 | DEVLINFUNERALHOME.COM

2678 Rochester Road • Cranberry Township, PA 

#1 RELIABLE RENOVATIONS, LLC
SPECIALIZING IN

BATHROOMS & KITCHENS

QUALITY WORK FOR LESS
Over 25 Years Experience - Parishioner - Registered & Insured

724-332-1965


