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Father Jim's Weekly Reflections

The Week of January 11, 2026

This is my beloved 5’0'1’\/,

with whom I am well pleased.”

— Matthew 3:17

From Christmas to Ordinary Time

The Christmas Season concludes with John the Baptist
baptizing Jesus in the Jordan which marks the beginning
of Jesus’ earthly ministry. The sacrament of baptism is
also a reminder of the beginning of our own spiritual
journey. Do you know the date of your baptism? This is
your homework assignment this week. Untl Ash
Wednesday we will be in the season of Ordinary Time in
which we can reflect on how the great celebrations of
Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany can “order” our lives in
the person of Jesus Christ. The word “Ordinary” is from
the Latin “ordo” which means to “order” or “anchor.”

Many Thanks

The last several weeks have been busy getting our parish
ready for Christmas and the New Year. Thanks to the
many people who decorated our churches and now will
undecorate. Thanks for your generosity with the giving,
shining star and angel trees, and other donations that
helped needy families. Many long hours went into the
liturgies so thanks to the choirs, cantors, and
instrumentalists. Thanks as well for your financial
support of our parish.

Make It a Great New Year

In five weeks, we will begin Lent. So, let’s start this new
year with an enhanced commitment to our spiritual life.
For example, spending time before the Blessed
Sacrament, prayerful reading of the scriptures,
intentional practice of the works of mercy, acts of

penance and fasting, praying the Rosary, etc.

Getting Ready for Lenten Fish Dinners

Save the dates — there will be a fish fry on Ash Wednesday
as well as the Fridays in Lent at Saint Ferdinand Church
and on Ash Wednesday at Holy Redeemer Church. If

you would like to volunteer to assist at these dinners,

email Jennifer Livorse at jlivorse@divinegracepgh.org.

She will send your information to the chairs of the fish
dinners at each of our churches.

Oldenski Hall Renovation Meeting

There will be a town hall meeting on Monday, Jan. 12 at
6:30 pm for parishioners who are interested in learning
about how we may proceed with the renovation of the
hall at Saint Ferdinand. There have been planning
meetings for the past several months and the group will
share some recommendations. All are welcome!

Happy Birthday, Tom

This upcoming Saturday, parishioner Tom Streicher will
celebrate his 100™ birthday. Tom continues to drive
himself to Mass and lives a very active life. God Bless
you, Tom!

College Students - Have a Great
Semester

As you return to school, may the Lord bless you this
semester. Please keep in your schedule weekly Mass,
regular confession, and living your faith at school. God
bless — let me know if you need anything.

DIVINE GRAGE PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT

Sunday Collection total for
December 27-28, 2025 = $32,783
Second Collection = $3,783

(for School Contribution)

] Christmas collection = $75,978
Christmas Charities = $12,693
Parish Members = 18,835
Parish Households = 7,096

This weekend’s second collection is for Maintenance/

Building Upkeep. Thank you for your generosity.




4  Mass Intentions

Divine Grace Parish

[ ask that...prayers, petitions, and

Saturday, January 10 - The Baptism of the Lord
9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Vincent Krupa (Linda DeSanzo)

4:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Robert Klenk (Patty & Steve Rohm)
5:00 pm, Holy Redeemer For Parishioners of Divine Grace Parish
5:00 pm, Saint Gregory T Kenneth Loomis (Stripay Family)

6:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Richard Hadley (Bob & Shirley Ricci)

Sunday, January 11 - The Baptism of the Lord

8:00 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Joey Sklarsky (Family)

8:00 am, Saint Gregory T Raymond Thompson (Family)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Paula Maochi Laird (Bob & Elena
Punzell)

10:00 am, Saint Gregory 1 Jim Martin (Family & Friends)
10:00 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Edward P. Smith (Don & Mary Jane
Vano)

11:00 am. Holy Redeemer T Lettie Ross (Bill & Rosina Betz)
12:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Raymond Matakovich (Cindy, wife)

5:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Leonard Glaziak (Don & Kim Kapfer)

Monday, January 12

T Rita Schoeffel (Bruce & Carol Gallagher)
8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Vince Trotta (Mary Jane, wife)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Orlando & Gina Ferrucci (Debbie

8:00 am, Saint Gregory

Pagley)

Tuesday, January 13

8:00 am, Saint Gregory T Marino A. Parascenzo (Cos & Pat
Morabito)

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Regis Osterieder (Tobolski Family)
9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Helen Colosimo (Karl & Gloria Florie)

Wednesday, January 14
T Dave Adamczyk (Sid & Kathy Bair)
8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Megan Moxie (Tom & Beverly)

8:00 am, Saint Gregory

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Bruce Patrick (Mary Oprisu)

7:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Joan Hartman (Toni & Kathy Zappia &
Family)

7:00 pm, Holy Redeemer 1 LuAnn Santillo (Rina Perrone)

Thursday, January 15

8:00 am, Saint Gregory

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand  t Richard Bachmann (Steve & Carolyn
Miller)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Mickey Piecuch (Kathy & Harry
DiBiagio)

T Robert Grajczar (John Toman & Family)

Friday, January 16

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Rose E. Foerster (Family)
9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Francis LaGrotta (Frank, son)
9:00 am, Saint Gregory T Jack Heisler (Fyda Family)
Saturday, January 17 - Saint Anthony of Egypt
9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Vicki Lucarelli (Cos & Pat Morabito)
4:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand T Robert Karlik (Carole, wife)

5:00 pm, Holy Redeemer 1 Rozanne Carosi (Patti & Keith Kuhn)
5:00 pm, Saint Gregory For Parishioners of Divine Grace Parish
6:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Frank McKevitt (Elsie Bonvenuto)

Sunday, January 18 - 2" Sunday in Ordinary

Time

8:00 am, Saint Ferdinand 1 Karl Kushnereit (Sandy Thompson)

8:00 am, Saint Gregory T Dorothea Mae Freyer (Teresa Freyer)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer 1 Rose Pietrocollo (Brother & Sisters)

10:00 am, Saint Gregory 1 Carol Martin (Family & Friends)

10:00 am, Saint Ferdinand t Janet Johnston (Betty Brenckle Family)

11:00 am, Holy Redeemer t Sally Abels (Ray, husband)

12:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Thomas Procup (Joe & Marianne
Marino)

5:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand 1 Paul Wagle (Vanessa Weis)

T = deceased
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Thomas Keiser gets excited talking
about the sacrament of Baptism.

The Divine Grace parishioner and
former NFL player, along with wife Mana,
recently had their son Raphael baptized by
Father Jim Wehner.

“Its such a joy having our children

baptized,” Thomas said. “In preparation

class we learned about how baptism brings —

e

you into the mystical body of Christ. How 50 Gaydos, godmother, and dad Thomas
amazing is that!” witness Fr. Jim baptizing Raphael.

The Baptism of the Lord is an important feast day, initiating the first
sacrament of the New Covenant, essential for salvation. It signifies a spiritual
rebirth, the start of our Christian journey and relationship with God.

Our own baptism connects us to Jesus baptism, giving us new life and
sanctifying grace, allowing us to receive other sacraments and share in His
divine life and purpose. “In baptism, Jesus was showing us what to do,”
Thomas noted. “He didn’t have original sin, but it washes away our original sin
and is the beginning of our sacramental life.”

It is through baptism that we are united with Jesus, sharing in the salvation
He won by His death and Resurrection. God helps us grow in the virtues of
faith, hope, and love, strengthens us in temptations and difficulties, makes our
good works fruitful, and encourages us to live and proclaim the Gospel.

Just as Jesus was revealed in His baptism, we are called to live out our new life
so others can see Jesus in us. “Our faith is so deep, it’s limitless,” Thomas said.

Thomas with wife Mana, who is from Tonga in the South Pacific, with their families.

o MESL.

Saint Ferdinand Church
2535 Rochester Road
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066

Monday - Friday 8:30 am

Wednesday 7:00 pm
First Saturday 8:30 am
Saturday (Vigil) 4:00 pm
6:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am
10:00 am
Noon
5:00 pm
Holy Redeemer Church
415 4™ Street

Ellwood City, PA 16117
Monday - Saturday  9:00 am

Wednesday 7:00 pm
Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am
11:00 am
Saint Gregory Church

2 West Beaver Street
Zelienople, PA 16063

Monday - Thursday 8:00 am

Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 pm

Sunday 8:00 am
10:00 am
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Divine Grace Parish

Save the Dates
Lenten Parish Mission: February 21-23

A Benedictine monk who has presented at some of the

largest and most prestigious conferences in the
Catholic Church will lead a Lenten Mission at
Divine Grace Parish.

Father Boniface Hicks will be speaking and
celebrating Mass for a Parish Mission to be held at
Saint Ferdinand Church from Saturday, February
21 through Monday, February 23.

Director of Spiritual Formation and Academic Programs for the Institute for
Ministry Formation at Saint Vincent Archabbey in Latrobe, Father Boniface
is a speaker, author, retreat master, and on-air contributor for We Are One
Body Catholic Radio (WAOB 106.7 FM). He has recorded thousands of
radio programs on theology and the spiritual life, written three books, and
co-authored two others.

Mission Schedule to come. Mark your calendar!

Looking Toward the Future

Parishioners have begun to make legacy gifts to The Fund for Divine Grace
Parish, building an endowment for future needs. Established through the
Catholic Foundation for Greater Pittsburgh, Divine Grace is one of the first
parishes in our diocese to benefit from a permanent source of support that will
grow and produce annual distributions as needed. It will create greater impact
through long-term and short-term investments.

Common legacy gifts include estate commitments such as bequests and
retirement plans, designations of life insurance policies, matching gifts, and
trusts and annuities. Because they are typically funded through assets instead of
income, these donations usually cost donors nothing during their lifetimes. The
principal is invested through the foundation and grows over time.

Twice a year, the parish can take small distributions if needed, but the principal
remains untouched. The Fund is an opportunity to ensure that the next
generation of Divine Grace parishioners will benefit from a vibrant, growing
faith community. An endowment doesn’t replace the weekly offering or the
Annual Parish Appeal for diocesan-wide needs — it creates stability and growth to
support our mission and ministries.

The Fund for Divine Grace Parish is a new way to sustain our parish, advance our
faith, and endow our future. More information will be shared in the coming
weeks. We invite you to visit https://partner.freewill.com/cfgpitt to create a will

and/or make a legacy gift. Learn more at www.cfgpitt.org.

?CHARISTIC
oot on

—MONDAY—
Holy Redeemer Church
8:00 am to 8:50 am

—TUESDAY—

Saint Gregory Church
1:00 pm to 6:00 pm

Holy Redeemer Church
8:00 am to 8:50 am

—WEDNESDAY—
Saint Ferdinand Church
9:00 am to 6:30 pm

Holy Redeemer Church
9:30 am to 7:00 pm

—FRIDAY—
Holy Redeemer Church
8:00 am to 8:50 am

Saint Ferdinand Church
9:00 am to 10:00 am

—SUNDAY—
Holy Redeemer Church
12:15 pm to 4:00 pm
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—TUESDAY— Week of January 11, 2026

Saint Gregory Church Reborn
5:00 pm to 6:00 pm Reborn explores the deeply personal

power of Baptism, bringing to light the - R F
spiritual  reality for parents and l_\> i: BOQ [\J o

WEDNESDAY godparents and, most importantly, the

child being baptized. Rendered with a . - 5
cinematic beauty that’s become the - . -
HOlY Redeemer Church hallmark of the Augustine Institute’s film productions, Reborn presents the
6:00 pm to 6:45 pm foundation of the Church’s teaching on Baptism, with a step-by-step
explanation of the rite itself, including its profound place in Scripture and
Tradition.

—SATURDAY—

The Desert Fathers Part 1

In this special two-part episode, we | T T;l‘n:tKI
HOIY Redeemer Church follow the stories of three famous desert PATHERS

9:30 am to 10:30 am fathers - St. Anthony the Great, St

Macarias, and St. John the Dwarf - as

Saint Ferdinand Church they navigate the perils of the desert in
10:00 am to 11:00 am search of its great spiritual riches.
Saint Gregory Church The Desert Fathers Part 2
10:00 am to 11:00 am In this special two-part episode, we

follow the stories of three famous desert
fathers - St. Anthony the Great, St.
Macarias, and St. John the Dwarf - as
they navigate the perils of the desert in

search of its great spiritual riches.

Want to grow in faith on your own time? Divine Grace Parish offers free access
to Formed, an online hub of Catholic movies, talks, studies, and kids content.

Visit https://signup.formed.org, enter our parish name, and start exploring today.

Bulletin Submissions:
With the holidays over, we have returned to our regular deadlines, with
bulletin submissions due two Wednesdays before the publish date. Email

rdewitt@divinegracepgh.org. Thank you!
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How should Oldenski Hall be improved?
The town hall meeting on the planned renovation of Oldenski Hall is
set for Monday, January 12 at 6:30 pm in Oldenski Hall to learn about
ideas to upgrade the space. The former Saint Ferdinand Parish raised $2.7
million for the project. A steering committee has been discussing different
options and is ready to present its recommendations. You are invited to
hear the report, share your thoughts and ask questions.

saint Ferdinand
0ffice Hours

Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 5:00 pm
724-776-2888, ext. 1101
Fax: 724-776-2378

A This Week at
O Saint Ferdinand Church

Monday, January 12

9:15 am Flame of Love, Children’s Liturgy Room

9:30 am Women Gathered, Holy Family Room
10:00 am God’s Precious Preemies, Upper Room

6:00 pm LifeTeen, Youth Room

6:30 pm Oldenski Hall Renovation, Oldenski Hall

7:00 pm Living Rosary, Church

7:00 pm Ultreya, Upper Room

7:00 pm Women Gathered, Holy Family Room

Tuesday, January 13

9:00 am Flame of Love, Children’s Liturgy Room

9:30 am Contemplative Prayer, Holy Family Rm

9:30 am Middle Moms, McAndrew-Biller Hall
10:00 am Bible Study, Upper Room

7:00 pm Bible Study, Childrens Liturgy Room

7:00 pm Folk Choir, Church

Wednesday, January 14

9:00 am Comfort Blankets, McAndrew-Biller Hall
7:00 pm K of C # 11838, McAndrew-Biller Hall
7:00 pm Fish Fry planning, Upper Room

Thursday, January 15
7:30 pm Men’s Club, Library

Car Raffle Drawing this Weekend
The wait is almost over! This Sunday after the 10:00am
Mass, we'll draw the winning ticket for the new Chevy Trax
LT, stay tuned for the announcement and good luck!

Living Rosary on January 12
The Knights of Columbus Council

O™ 11838 will be leading prayers in the
Living Rosary at Saint Ferdinand
Church on Monday, January 12 at
7:00 pm. A 90-foot rosary will stretch
down the main aisle as we pray together,
with each person holding a bead. Start the

~e.

»
o

d
o

|
.».—o‘“.\

@%@ new year off right.

v

Share the Prayer Rosary Makers

Our next meeting will be held Tuesday, January
20 from noon to 2:00 pm in the Saint Ferdinand
Library. Soon we will be offering the Rosary of the
Seven Sorrows in all three churches in Divine Grace
Parish. This Rosary dates back to the Middle Ages,
but gained new popularity following the Marian
apparitions in Kibeho, Rwanda, in the 1980s. We
welcome new  members! Email Joy at

shareprayerrosary@divinegracepgh.org to learn more.

Welcoming the Stranger
How can Divine Grace Parish respond to the Gospel call
to welcome the stranger in ways that follow Catholic Social
Teaching? Join us for a rescheduled presentation on how our
faith teaches us to respond to the realities of migration with
compassion. The talk will take place on Thursday, Jan. 22,
at 7:00 pm in Saint Ferdinand’s McAndrew-Biller Hall.

RSVP at https://divinegracepgh.org/talks.
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Holy Redeemer
0ffice Hours

Pepperoni Puff Sale for Community Dinner
Help support our Community Dinner by ordering Pepperoni Puffs,
which will be available on Super Bowl Sunday, February 8. These tasty
treats, typically sold only once a year at the Ellwood City Arts, Crafts, and
Food Festival — are being specially made to raise funds for the dinner. Only
a limited number will be available, so order early!

Place your order online at https://forms.gle/ FflvygAW8UaUH D248 or
call the Parish Office at Holy Redeemer: 724-758-7587. All orders must

Mon - Fri: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Closed for lunch (12:30-1:00 pm)
724-758-7587, ext. 3002
Fax: 724-752-1466

be prepaid by either dropping the money off at
the Parish Office in Ellwood City, or put in an
envelope in the collection basket marked

Pepperoni Puff Sale, by Sunday, January 25.

Tuesday, January 13
6:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal, Church

Wednesday, January 14
7:30 pm  Ultreya, Convent Chapel

Thursday, January 15
6:00 pm  Social Club, Catholic Center Lunch Rm
6:30 pm Catholic Parents R.O.C.K., Convent

Friday, January 16
5:00 pm Bingo, Catholic Center

Saturday, January 17
5:00 pm  Social Club Christmas Party, Catholic
Center Lunch Room

Sunday, January 18

1:00 pm Knotted with Love, Catholic Center
Lunch Room
4:00 pm  Community Dinner, Catholic Center

Lunch Room

Family Fun Nights resume January 24

Family Fun Night is a great time — hang out and enjoy
food, fellowship and fun games. The first of three Saturday
evenings will be held on January 24 starting at 6:00 pm in
the Holy Redeemer Catholic Center. There is no cost. Save

the next two dates: February 21 and March 21.

Catholic Parents R.O.C.K. starts Jan. 15

Need ideas and support as you try to teach your
children to learn and live the Catholic faith? A new group
called Catholic Parents R.O.C.K. (Raising Our Catholic
Kids) is being established to help mothers and fathers
form their children in faith, virtue, and love. Its led by
Andrea and David Losos, parents of nine children
between the ages of one and 17 who understand how our
culture competes with Catholicism. The first of five
monthly sessions will be held Thursday, January 15
from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm in the Holy Redeemer
Convent. Space is limited. Learn more and sign up at

hteps://divinegracepgh.org/parentsrock.

New Fish Fry
Holy Redeemer Church will be offering a FISH
FRY on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 18, from 3:00 pm to
7:00 pm in the Catholic Center. Details to follow!

Praying with Scripture the Ignatian
Way - Register by January 14

Saint Ignatius believed that God wants to help us with
good decision-making — a combination of faith and
reason. Join us for this month’s Zoom session as we
explore through silent prayer and group reflection Saint
Ignatius™ teachings on spiritual freedom, consolation and
desolation, and his Rules of Discernment. Date: Monday,
January 19 from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. Presented by
parishioner Theresa Rossi. Register by January 14 to

receive the link: ignatian@divinegracepgh.org.
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Saturday, January 17

This Week at Saint Gregory Church —

8:00 am Catholic Men’s Fellowship, School Library

Learn About God’s Endless Love & Mercy
Join in a new Divine Mercy Cenacle faith sharing group that begins on .
Thursday, January 29. In the Divine Mercy Cenacle, we will reflect on samt Gregﬂrv
the profound insights of Saint Faustina’s diary, delve into scripture, and 0ffice Hours
study the Catechism. Meetings will be held three Thursday evenings a Friday: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
month from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm in the Saint Gregory School Library. To
learn more, contact Judy Abbs at divinemercypray@divinegracepgh.org or

724-776-2888, ext. 1101

call 412-585-1308.

Fax: 724-452-4064

;"'”"”VWH_ AT 1”‘1‘“\“\\\\\\\“
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One Day, Two Big Celebrations

Friday, January 30 will be a date to remember at
Saint Gregory. Mass will be celebrated by Bishop
Zubik at 1:30 pm to commemorate the 115%
anniversary of the founding of Saint Gregory
School. After Mass, the refurbished school bell will

be blessed. All are welcome to attend!

A few hours later, at 6:30 pm, Saint Gregory’s
historic, rebuilt organ will be dedicated with a
concert led by some of the best organists in our
region. There will be a reception in the Bergman
Events Center following the performance. Please
join us!

Taking our Parish
Picnic Indoors
Come enjoy an evening of
song and celebration on
Saturday, February 7 at 6:30
pm in Saint Gregory’s Blue

Room for the rescheduled Parish
Picnic. The Wilmett Duo, a popular local

father-daughter group, will entertain us with pop hits
from the 60s, classic rock and 90s country.

There is no charge. We will provide beer, wine, water,
and light refreshments. You are welcome to bring your
own food basket. We hope to see you there!

Seminarian Ordinations
- Save the Dates -

Chris Baker will be ordained to the diaconate on
Saturday, May 30, at Saint Thomas Becket Church in
Pleasant Hills. Deacon Erik Pintar will be ordained to
the priesthood at Saint Paul Cathedral at 10:00 am on
Saturday, June 27. We will be reserving two buses to
travel to the Cathedral as parking is limited.

In addition to Chris and Erik, we have two seminarians
from our parish: Dominik Tomasello and Ben Ansel.
Both are in formation at Saint Paul Seminary. If you
would like to write them, the seminary address is 2900
Noblestown Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205.
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Bless Your people with peace

Ministry Scheduler Pro

Thank you to all who volunteer to serve at the Holy
Mass as a Cantor, Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Communion, Proclaimer, Usher, or Altar Server. We
communicate with nearly 600 parish volunteers through
Ministry Scheduler Pro (MSP). Remember to check your
email frequently for important messages. The MSP
button is located on the home page of our parish website,
https://divinegracepgh.org, below the Mass times.

If you are not receiving our emails or need assistance,
please contact Alena at akucan@divinegracepgh.org or

724-776-2888,  ext. 1107, or
jlivorse@divinegracepgh.org.

Jennifer  at

Ushers Needed

We are looking for additional volunteers to assist at

our three  churches as  Ministers  of
Hospitality/Greeters/Ushers. The greatest need is at
Saint Ferdinand with six Masses each weekend. You
do not have to commit to a particular schedule, such
as the same Mass times. Substitutes are also
appreciated as available. Volunteers also can request a
substitute in the Ministry Scheduler Pro. To learn
more, please reach out to Jennifer at
jlivorse@divinegracepgh.org or 724-776-2888, ext.
1210.

VBS Registration Underway
Think warm thoughts by getting

ready for Vacation Bible School this

summer. Registration is now open.

We will be offering two VBS programs:
five days at Saint Ferdinand the week of
June 15, and a three-day experience at Holy Redeemer
the week of June 22. Children entering 4-year-old
preschool through 5% grade are invited to attend VBS,
and youth can begin volunteering as young as 6™ grade.
Register at: https://divinegracepgh.org/vbs.

Sign up for Magnificat & MagnifiKid!

Subscriptions are available for Magnificat, a monthly
publication designed for
daily prayers that aligns
with  the  liturgical
rhythm of the Church [/
while helping you learn |
the faith. The cost for a |
12-month subscription
from  April 2026 e
through March 2027 is
$34, a 35% savings. You
can also sign up for MagnifiKid!, a colorful Sunday
Missalette & prayer guide for children 6 to 12. That
annual subscription is $17.

Don’t wait — the deadline is Monday, January 19. Fill
out the form available in the church narthex, include a
check made out to Helen Ivaska, and place in an envelope
in the collection basket or drop off at a parish office.

Called By Name

The Diocese Vocations Office is coordinating an
initiative where parishioners submit names of single
Catholic males, starting in the 9" grade, who may be
open to discerning the priesthood. Divine Grace Parish
will pass along those
names to the [
Vocations Office.
Then Bishop Eckman
will write each person, |
inviting them to a
dinner at the seminary
in March. Please email
the names of those fii

men who might want
to meet the Bishop
and learn more about the priesthood to Fr. Jim at

jwehner@diopitt.org.
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. Un‘p"ackingf the

— Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 —

Our first reading contains the first of Isaiah’s famous Servant Songs found
in Isaiah 42:1-4, 49:1-6, 50:4-9, and 52:13-53:12. These songs are about, and
at times in the voice of the mysterious figure whom Isaiah calls simply “the
Servant of the Lord.” The Servant is the embodiment of faithful Israel, and as
such He has a mission to gather those who have been scattered, to bring people
back into covenant relationship with their Creator. In later Servant Songs,
[saiah will reveal that the Servant will also suffer for the sins of the people (see

Isaiah 53:4).

The Lord’s message through Isaiah has clear echoes in the baptism and
ministry of Jesus recorded in the Gospels. The voice from the heavens at Jesus’
baptism quotes this passage nearly verbatim: “my chosen one with whom I am
pleased.” The Lord also points out that this servant figure is the one “upon
whom [ have put My spirit,” and the Gospels recall that at Jesus’ baptism this
happened “in bodily form like a dove” (Luke 3:22). The final line of Isaiah’s
message for this week speaks to Jesus’ ministry of forgiving sins and healing

blindness. All of this prophesied some six centuries prior.

There is a significant change in wording when the Lord echoes what He has
already said through Isaiah at Jesus’ baptism. Through Isaiah, He refers to His
servant, and at the baptism He refers to His beloved Son. Of course the
wording of sonship has to do with Jesus’ core identity as the Second Person of
the Trinity, but it also has to do with us as little christs. To serve the Lord is to
become His beloved daughter or son, His close family. We typically see sonship
and servitude as very different things, but the first Christians did not. St. Paul
often bragged about being the slave of the Lord (see Titus 1:1 among many
others). Mary referred to herself as the “handmaid of the Lord” (Luke 1:38).
And you and I are both servants of God and children of God (see 1 John 3:1).

All of this is by the grace of our own baptism, which receives its power from
the One who entered the waters of baptism along the banks of the Jordan River.

Visit https://divinegracepgh.org/unpackingtheword to share this reflection and

previous columns.

Jason Gawaldo

Director for Evangelization
& Catechetical Ministries

C\
N

CHANGES

cvergthing

Through baptism, we share

in Christ’s mission as both
His servants and His beloved
children. The same Spirit
who descended upon Jesus
at the Jordan strengthens us
to live out our calling today.



Michael Assaf

Ministry Coordinator of
Youth and Young Adults

LIFETEEN

divine grace parish

— Upcoming Schedule —
Weekly Meeting

Mondays at 6:00 pm
St. Ferdinand Youth Room

January 12, 19 and 26

WW

Thank you to Hannah for
her contributions at Divine

Grace Parish as she steps away
to complete her studies at
college.

Stay tuned for updates about
Youth Ministry events and
meetings at Holy Redeemer in
the coming weeks!

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 13

The Week of January 11, 2026

LIFE TEEN SPRING RETREAT

The Road Ahead
April 10 - April 11

A weekend to rest, renew, and
reconnect with God and one another.

Lower Ropes course, team building activities, T ~
Eucharistic Adoration, and so much morer : o > 2

AII in grades 7-12 are wel?gme" : ;," )

‘the QR code
- to reglster »
The cost is $25 if you

register byMarch 1.

STEUBENVILLE CONFERENGE
OPENINGS AVAILABLE
REGISTER NOW & SAVE!

Students in grades 8-12 are invited to an
unforgettable summer weekend at the
Steubenville Conference, July 9-12, 2026.
This faith-filled experience features dynamic
speakers, live music, and powerful worship,
plus a full day of fun at Cedar Point! More
than just a trip, the conference is a chance to
grow in faith, discover your purpose, and

connect with friends who share the journey.

Early registration is open! Sign up by March 1 to secure the $50 early bird
rate. Register here: https://tinyurl.com/ycxesusy
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HOOPING IT UP

Winter is basketball season and you are invited to
come watch the action! We have teams for all ages and
they have fun. Come cheer on our Wolves! See our
website, https://school.stgregzelie.org for the Athletics
calendar and follow us on social media for updates.

Have you ever considered a Catholic
Education for your child? Are you
considering St. Gregory Catholic School?
Come and vhi't our Open House event!

[ Tour the School

[ Open Concession Stand
[4 Indoor Mini Golf Course

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16TH

Doors Open:
* New Families at 6PM
+ Existing Families at 6:30PM
+ Mini Golf Open Until 9PM

CATHOLIC SCHOOL

DOOR PRIZES

Fierce competition was in play before our Christmas
break. The entire school took part in a Door Decorating
contest. Two winners were crowned, one for each school
floor.

Seventh grade door

Third grade door

CLASSROOM WISH LIST

To support our students

This week’s Amazon Wish List
aea  spotlights Mr. Wenner, who teaches a
Ao variety of subjects, including Middle
School Science, Math, Computer,
and Gym. Thanks for helping out his

students!

Mr. Wenner's 'Msn List

NATIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
WEEK IS COMING

The theme for the week, held this year from January
25-31, is “Catholic Schools: United in Faith and
Community.” We're excited to be celebrating the 115®
Anniversary of the founding of Saint Gregory School.

Catholic  education nurtures the whole child,
integrating strong academics with faith, character, and
service. We prepare students for life by fostering moral
values, spiritual growth, and a strong sense of
community and social responsibility.



In Remembrance
The Week of January 11, 2026

Sanctuary
Candle

A candle burns at
Saint Ferdinand

William & Violet Wagner
from Grandchildren

Flowers

Holy Redeemer

In Memory of Orlando &
Gina Ferucci
from Debbie Pagley, daughter

Tabernacle

Prayer
Garden

Saint Ferdinand
A candle burns for:

Jennie Lee
from Kathy & Michael

In Celebration, In Prayer: As a parish family, we lift up the
names and needs of those in our hearts through prayer. If you would

like to have sanctuary or prayer garden candles, or sanctuary flowers
dedicated in honor or memory of a loved one, call 724-776-2888.

TWELVE FRUITS OF THE

oty Syt

The Fruits of the Holy Spirit are signs
of God’s grace at work in us. When we
live in step with the Spirit, these virtues
begin to flourish in our lives.

They help us love more deeply,
respond with peace, and reflect Christ in
everyday moments. May these fruits
grow in us and bear witness to God’s
presence in our parish and beyond.

CHARITY

GENEROSITY

GENTLENESS
FAITHFULNESS

SELF-CONTROL

CHASTITY

Prayer

for the New Year

Dear God,

Be with us as we begin
our journey into a new
year.

We know that You hold
us and go ahead of us.

Help us to experience
this year in Your grace.

{men.
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Cranberry Twp. Senior
Community Meals

Divine Grace Parish is joining with Cranberry
Township and the Council of Churches to prepare
and serve hot lunches to older residents. The Senior
Community Meal pilot program is being offered at
the Senior Center in the Cranberry Township
Municipal Center next to Saint Ferdinand Church.
We are in need of volunteers to prepare food at home
and/or serve at the Senior Center from 11:00 am
until 1:00 pm on the 4* Friday of each month

starting January 23. For more information, call

Barb at 724-312-4370.

Planning to Get Married?

A Marriage Preparation Retreat will be held in the
Butler area at All Saints Parish on two Saturdays, March
7 and 14. Both sessions begin at 9:30 am at Saint
Michael the Archangel Church and conclude with Mass
at 4:00 pm.

Visit https://divinegracepgh.org/marriage to register.
For more information call Cheryl at 724-991-2639 or

email cweiland@zoominternet.net, or Deacon Mike at
mkaufman@allsaintsbutler.org.

THERED DOOR

at Compassion Corner

Living out the Corporal Works of Mercy, the Red Door
program at Saint Mary of Mercy Church in downtown
Pittsburgh has been serving those in need for nearly a
century. Food and other assistance is provided daily, with
two meals available six days a week, along with a Sunday
afternoon supper. Showers, clothing and hygiene
products also are available.

Staffed by many volunteers and supported entirely by
donations, the Red Door on the Boulevard of the Allies
near Stanwix is the anchor program next to Catholic
Charities Diocese  of  Pittsburgh, now called
“Compassion Corner.” If you would like to support those
in need, please email thereddoor@divinemercypgh.org

or call 412-471-0257.

@
MARCH for LIFE

National March for Life
The 53" March for Life is Friday, January 23 in
Washington, DC. There are two buses leaving from
the North Hills — St. Bonaventure Church with a
stop at St. Scholastica. Call John McNavage
412-759-1807 to register; and St. James Church in
Sewickley, call Elsie Rothfus 412-944-8922.

Meanwhile, planning is underway for Pittsburgh’s
1** Annual March for Life on Saturday, April 18.



ELLWOOD CITY CANDY

AN Y TR

50
724-758-5594 CONNECTION
ELLWOOD CITY

JIL  724-432-4640

£ [&)finld)

Open Daily Starting at 6 A.M.! o

1656 PA-228 Suite 103,

.

= =
Free Estimates ¢ Service Repairs * New Installs

(724) 846-2126

Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

cranberrydonutconnection.com

Lawrence S. Han, DPM
PODIATRIC MEDICINE & SURGERY
724-553-5706

20397 Route 19, Suite 230
Cranberry Township

\\i

ARE

ATHC

Feed your Faith and LISTEN LIVE
106.7 FM 1510 AM 860 AM

or livestream at www.waob.org

SITTSBURGH WINDOW & DOOR (-

Replacement Windows e Entry Doors ® Storm Doors
Insulated Glass ® Screens

100 Evergreen Ave., Pittsburgh
www.PGHWINDOWDOOR.com

Michael Hetzler
724-452-5900

Tom Jones
412-821-4322

“THE PLACETO BUY BEER IN CRANBERRY TOWNSHIP~

— 41 Dutilh Rd
/71 Cranberry Twp, PA

724.772.2600

Graphic Design and Printed Products
{724) 935-2221 = printshoppgh@gmail.com
133 Grand Avenue = Mars, PA 16046

“Quality Home Comfort Since 1943”

Heating - Air Conditioning
Duct Cleaning - Water Heaters
800-834-NINE
www.homer9.com

Bradley J. Brown, D.D.S

Family Dentistry
Let Us Give You A Smile!
101 5th Street

Elwood City

(724)752-1506 ~Z0S>

; C.;j: eh_.c}L.cQ,-

724-779-3900

20555 Rt. 19
Cranberry Twp. PA 16066

flowersbygerard@yahoo.com

MVP TEAM SHOP

SPORTSWEAR « NOVELITIES - GIFTS
Headquarters For Officially Licensed Sportswear
NFL « MLB « NHL « NBA « NCAA
(724) 758-2544

500 Lawrence Ave « Ellwood City, PA

THE CIGAR SHOPPE
of Ellwood City LLC
707 Lawrence Ave, Ellwk ity, PA 16117
475-325-4738 :

Noeltovicee Esbates

SENIOR LIVING

Call or schedule
your tour today!
T24-758-1200

945 Border Ave. — Ellwood City

Caring, Giving, Living

www.cigar-shoppe.com
* WEIGHT LOSS * PRP
* TRIGGER POINT INJECTIONS / MIGRAINE MANAGEMENT

* WORKERS COMPENSATION ¢ SPORTS INJURIES F LC N
tiktok.com/@falcon.urgent.car 724-235-6000

www.urgentcarecranberry.com 1241 Freedom Rd., Suite 1A, Cranberry Twp. , PA16066

659 CASTLE CREEK DR. - CRANBERRY TWP
KARSKI & SPOKANE

ORTHODONTICS = -
724-591-5758 e karskispokaneortho.com

Thor_ﬁés _Duval[
724.366.6043

tomduvall3@gmail.com

FORMER ASSISTANT
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

D&S
Excavating
ATTORNEY AT LAW Injury/Accident Cases , ,c...cia Harmony, PA
No Recovery/No Fee - srperience couns
724-624-4098

www.telltully.net=724.935.1922

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

833-287-3502 |

& FIRSTstudent

NOW SERVICING SENECA VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT!
JOIN OUR TEAM TODAY - NOW HIRING DRIVERS & MONITORS

COMPETITIVE WAGES
SIGN ON BONUSES AVAILABLE FOR DRIVER AND NON-DRIVER ROLES
PAID CDL TRAINING - NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED

WorkAtFirst.com

Medicare decisions can be
confusing - call for a one-to-
one no charge consultation
with a Licensed Medicare
Advisor.

Crystal A Manning|
Medicare recipients and those Licensed Medicare Advisor}
that assist with decisions 412-716-4942)
need to be informed of the  CrYStelmanning@gmail.com
best options based on their
individual situation.

REMOVE THE FEAR,
UNCERTAINTY, AND

Dvonya Sedlacko-
Stephens]

Licensed Medicare Advisor]
412-657-3889
djsedlacko@gmail.com|

COSTLY MISTAKES
WE CAN HELP!

LEYMARIE CLARK LONG P.C.
~ Attorneys at Law ~
Ellwood City Office = 423 Sixth St.
(724) 752-1583
New Castle Offlce 1429 New Butler Rd.
Ste. 8, 2nd Flo
(724) 923 4500

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

Karen L. Vidt

Our mission
is to help
small business
owners achieve

Certified Public Accountant Parishioner

Small Business Consulting ® Tax Planning
Corporate & Personal Tax Preparation
QuickBooks Consulting
626 W. New Castle Street, Zelienople, PA 16063

(724) 452-9261 ® www.KarenLVidtCPA.com
fax (724) 452-9268 e karenv@karenlvidicpa.com

14-1741

long term
success.

Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania



DILLON MCCANDLESS KING

COULTER & GRAHAM LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

600 Cranberry Woods Drive, Suite 175 |GfoundSGuys

Cranberry Township, PA 16066
724-776-6644 www.dmkcg.com

LUXENBURG, GARBETT, KELLY & (GEORGE
ATTORNEYS AT LAw

CIviL TRIAL SPECIALISTS
724-758-7581 724-658-8535

Since A PART OF UPMC SENIOR COMMUNITIES

1982 84 Beautiful Acres right here

in Cranberry Twp.
100 Norman Dr.
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066

Samuel Teolis Funeral Home o
and Crematory Inc.
Proudly serving the Divine Grace Parish, Holy Redeemer Church of
Ellwood City, Koppel and surrounding areas since 1955
309 Spring Ave., Ellwood City, PA 16117 «724-758-3222

Seruing as we would want to be sehved. r

URBAN PLUMBING
MASTER PLUMBING
FREE ESTIMATES
FuLLY INSURED « PARISHIONER
No Job Too Small

724-774-1622

RETAINING
WALLS

Landscape/ Lawn Care Services

“We know you're busy, let us do the work for you”
- Seasonal Clean Up - Retaining Walls - Patios

- Lawn Mowing - Edging - Shrub / Hedge Trimming
« Mulch / Decorative Rocks - String Trimming

- Bed Creation/Redefining/Maintenance

724766-6781 - www.GroundsGuys.com/ellwood-city

catholicmatch’
Pennsylvania

PA126771

MICHAEL C. PANGONIs D.C.
PALMER GRADUATE
(724) 758-5733

300 FOUNTAIN AVE.
OpPTIMUM HEALTH
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

JEREMIAH BONDRA DMD, PC
JEREMIAH BONDRA DMD, FAGD < DENNIS HAMILTON DMD
— Family and Cosmetic Dentisty —

214 W. Grandview Ave. Zelienople
(724) 452-7960 © wwwy.drieremiahbondra.com

— SHERWOODOAKS.COM
SHERWOOD OAKS 4 _g00_g42-2217
Our North Region's Catholic Elementary Schools
@ o @ r ol Visit ..E &
o N\I 2 Us! R
Ugh,i,;;’,' aons, ) SOD AR RO

+ Blessed Francis Seelos Academy
+ Blessed Trinity Academy
+ Butler Catholic School
4+ Holy Cross Academy
4+ Holy Sepulcher School
4+ Saint Kilian Catholic School
4+ St. Gregory School

4+ St. Wendelin School
o e OUR cOMMUNITY

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT Ko
ORGANIZATION NEED A

A NEWSLETTER? o
f4

Engaging, ad-supported
scanto Y
contactus!

print and digital newsletters

to reach your community.

Visit Ipicommunities.com

accu-copy
reprographics

Local, Family-owned Printer
Announcements e Copies e Banners
Business Cards e Invitations e Large Format

724.935.7055 e www.accu-copy.com

302 Thomson Park Dr, Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6318

2He
E

lndependence

322 South Main Street
Ze m\()pk

VERONICA VEZZANI, MD

= Primary Care
Schedule today!

833-391-0737

Small Business Apparel

New Hire/Appreciation Kitting
2 Golf Qutings

Events Pre-orders and on-site

Fundraising Opportunities

= Qutpatient
Services
Walk-in blood draws

20636 Route 19, Suite
Cranberry Township

School and Athletic Spiritwear
Marketing Accessories and Giveaway ltems

YOUR DREAM HOME IS CALLING —

CALL ME TODAY!

YOUR LOCAL REALTOR® & PARISHIONER FOR 20 YEARS BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
Office: 724-776-3686 o« Cell: 412-260-1569
GiaAlbanowski@TPRSold.com

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

WHY NOT ANSWER

GIA ALBANOWSKI

REALTOR?

HomeServices

The Preferred Realty

Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania 14-1741



Amada Senior In-Home Care
Allows Older Adults To Stay At Home With The Level
Of Care They Need To Be Safe And Comfortable,
While Providing Their Family With Peace Of Mind.
Chad and Vicki Craig, Owners / Parishioners

Jaéh Marshall

o, MMOSE
% é'aﬁm';g

J EW LERS
SINCE 19249

524 Northpointe Circle

Seven Fields, PA vy
724-591-5776 o r-u ]

Shop our selection =5
of traditional, vintage,
and alternative

“Your Catering Specialists”
Gourmet to Down-Home Cooking

wzvm| 724-444-1384

AMADA

* Free In-Home Care Consultations
* Long Term Care Insurance Claims

i bys : : : : johnmarshallcatering.
engagement rings 24/7. \\# * Veterans Financial Assistance Programs i ;,l\"\‘f':vé);gh:ﬁ::zh:"zz::g.zzm
MOSESJEWELERS.C 412-334-2552 - www.amadapittsburghnw.com \GRMIEERY v-<ddingsejohnmarshallcatering.com

WHEN YOU ARE
READY TO GET
YOUR LIFE BACK
AND ELIMINATE
MIGRAINES FOREVER -
See Our

Cau, US / Google Reviews!
‘724-741-6080 www.PghMigraine.com o —

Fu’ - Shrines of Alpine Europe with Oberammergau  CST#2117990-70 |

« Fatima, Lourdes & Shrines of Spain Pilgrimage T
« Shrines of Northern Italy - Spiritual Highlights of Italy
« Easter & Christmas Sailings - Holy Land/Jordan !

« Cruises - Panama Canal, Hawaii, Australia/Asia
Carholic Criises and Towrs  Call 860-399-1785 or go to www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

MOLYNEAUX HOME" Sme=mm

CARPET | FLOORS | KITCHENS | PAINTING

® Carbon Monoxide

S g DN e S 833:287-3502

Faith. Community.
Craftsmanship.

Owned by a fellow parishioner, Molyneaux Home is
proud to serve our Pittsburgh community. We bring care,
integrity, and expert craftsmanship to every project—
from beautiful floors to complete kitchen refreshes.

» X W

Free In-Hame & Expert Design Premium Quality
Showroom Consults Assistance Materials

Stop by our showroom, we are next door!

a 4-5599 |
M 412-534-5599
LT

 MolyneauxHome.com

@ For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania 14-1741



_ EBic Carwey PRIMACY
NeATicr Bank (it (P) ranTiNG

- . . . INSURED
www.nextierbank.com Service in Ellwood City INC  ilores

Catl Tom ar 724-651-3289 »
COZAD Garage Doors TAKE TH E TI ME

. ... : 29
PM Presentation Ministries cales oy Ouned s Cperated TO TAKE THE TIME
One Bread, One Body R e et s primacypainting.com
3230 McHenry Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45211 724-735-4403 _ .
www.PresentationMinistries.com | |_&= Elopay* Lift Master CARL COLLINS Il - 412-770-6457

D I M E o Gene G. Dimeo, Esq. é@wkyiutﬁo? B,
7 2 4 - 7 5 2 - 9 9 5 5 };‘:r: ;c;f‘}]('i,;s, Ston'e-ss-}“reek}‘or Parents!

LAWGROUP. PLLC- www.DimeoLawGroup.com | Eraanem i e
#1 RELIABLE RENOVATIONS, LLC Northwestern Mutual
SPECIALIZING IN Wealth Management Company*
BATHROOMS c KITCHENS /- A\ = T
P Qlil:LlTY M{PB}!‘ FOI}I I;E'ssdél 4 = 600 Cranberry Woods Dr, Ste 450, Cranberry Twp, PA16066
ver oo jedrs pxperience Jarpioner egplered o nsure P724.778.9082 | C 412.303.3927 | kennethsinagra.nm.com
LIBERTY ROOFING PROS il %lm !
+ Roofing « Siding « Gutters
PALE PLUMBING + Gutter Guards - Exterior Cleaning %jg.s,
u Residential - Registered Master Plumber Resgf:’:z{’{'s‘f“/’ﬂ?&;“al FLOWER SHOP
Installation - Service & Repair - Fully Insured T24-758-2262 )ity Criiuctit Patti Kuhn
Over 40 Years Experience Vince Pale - Parishioner ) 724-60_5-4024 2]218 Sixg};l:?ttreet =<7 - OvanFe;/?eSsi%r;e;
724-776-9280 $20.°° OFF-mention bulletin libertyroofingpros.com  fi;,%¢" " wow posicsbypatti.com
Providing the highest level of care for over 100 years
ONATHAN W. PUGH, SUPERVISOR
W. P S
E ‘/ I |IN BrianN P. DEVLIN, FUNERAL DIRECTOR
FUNERAL ITOMI 724-772-8800 | DEVLINFUNERALHOME.COM

2678 Rochester Road - Cranberry Township, PA

CRANBERRY SUPPLY CO. " -
ID Nwaogu, REALTOR i ) e } ™ Call for A/C Maintenance,
ulch « Top Soil « Building Supplies y e, N 7@
ki3 Service or Free
: . (724) 776-1610 . Replacement Estimates “F;’ng "HEATING
Buying or selling? Rowan Rd. Cranberry Twp., PA . : 724-667-9377 'S« caouns

Johnny McClymonds

&% StateFarm .
www.propertiesbyidara.com || [isa Caughey Insurance Agency Inc i %

kS

» r.

Thank You
for your Votes!
Lisa Caughey, Agent
724-774-9010
1270 Freedom Crider Rd
www.lisacaughey.com

REALTY GROLP

Lawrence & Mercer

Counties Only Dicaprio Lou DiCaprio

Nationally Certified 0 o %
1ICRC Company Carpet Cleaning Owner/Parishioner B - TS e 1

#NOOOBODY
Gets Your Carpet Cleaner!

Happy Saishied Cusbmons| ans'wmmm'
MWamm S i 329

BEST AUTO BODY SHOP s T Oy a \Muun-n- |
h_n e - —v

BEST AUTO DETAILING fighdd

Y. 724.776.6610

BOYLAN Miraie™

GLENN-KILDOO

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES Ownecl an(l Operatecl Adam, Pat, Patrick II
Cranberr wp - Evans City - Connoquenessin: wp - Zelienople .
Srambersy Tup - Fans €y Connoquencesing T - Zeiencr by the Boylan Family =~ PATRICK J. BOYLAN II
WWW.l)oylanfuneralservwes.com SUPERVISOR

@ For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania 14-1741



