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Laetare Sunday helps us find 
joy in the act of penance. 
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Bulletin cover: Fr. Jim Wehner 
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SAFE ENVIRONMENT
Divine Grace Parish is committed to 

ensuring a safe environment free from 
any form of abuse for everyone.

Diocesan Victim Assistance Hotline:  
1-888-808-1235

To report suspected child abuse, call
PA ChildLine: 1-800-932-0313

Call 911 immediately if a child is in danger.



Laetare Sunday
�is weekend we celebrate what the Church refers to as 
Laetare Sunday. Laetare is Latin for “rejoice.” If we have 
been faithful to our Lenten disciplines then we are 
beginning to see how the Divine Grace of Our Lord is 
helping us to a deeper conversion to Jesus as we prepare 
for Easter. So, “rejoice” that the mercy of God is helping 
us to be the saints that our Lord calls us to be. 

Saint Patrick – The Great Evangelizer
Tuesday is the Feast of Saint Patrick who has an amazing 
story ‒ from being a slave to becoming a priest, then the 
�rst Archbishop of Armagh in Ireland in the 4th century. 
Miracles are attributed to him in his lifetime and since. 
Saint Patrick’s Day commemorates the Catholic Church 
in Ireland, the mission of evangelization, and how faith 
and culture can promote the best of society. �anks to 
Saint Patrick, tens of thousands of Irish pagans became 
Catholic. His feast day is NOT about beer and green 
out�ts. Saint Patrick – pray for us as we continue our 
evangelizing work at Divine Grace Parish.

Saint Cyril of Jerusalem
Cyril was consecrated the Bishop of Jerusalem in 348. He 
authored a number of catechetical and pastoral teachings 
to assist adults who were becoming Catholic. �e process 
to initiate adult Catholics is now called the Order of 
Christian Initiation of Adults. Saint Cyril can be 
considered the “father” of this process. Our parish will 
initiate 10 new Catholics at the Easter Vigil. Saint Cyril 
– pray for us!

Pray for the Repose of Pope Francis
On March 19, 2013, Pope Francis was installed as the 
Supreme Pastor of the Universal Church in Saint Peter’s 
Square. Although he has passed away, how about saying 
a prayer for him this �ursday. May he rest in peace.

Solemnity of Saint Joseph
�is �ursday the Church celebrates the great Solemnity 
of Saint Joseph as the husband and spouse of the Blessed 
Mother. Pope Pius X declared him as Patron of the 
Universal Church in 1870. He is the patron saint of 
fathers, workers, and carpenters. Let us pray for the men 
of the parish that they can follow the virtues of Saint 
Joseph.

You Are Welcomed at Our Parish
If you are divorced, and feel like you are unwanted – you 
are welcomed at Divine Grace Parish. If you su�er from 
addiction, do not feel like you are unwanted – you are 
welcomed at Divine Grace Parish. If you are �nancially 
distressed and believe you don’t have “church clothes,” do 
not feel like you are unwanted – you are welcomed at 
Divine Grace Parish. If you are a single mother, do not 
feel like you are unwanted – you are welcomed at Divine 
Grace Parish. If you have been hurt by a member of the 
Church – WE ARE SORRY. You are welcomed at Divine 
Grace Parish.

I am the                  of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the                   of life. 

– John 8:12

3Father Jim’s Weekly Reflections
The Week of March 15, 2026

light

Sunday Collection total for
February 28 – March 1, 2026 = $56,236

Second Collection = $17,600
(for Parish Appeal)

Parish Members = 18,937
Parish Households = 7,103

�is weekend’s Second collection is for the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development. 

�ank you for your generosity.

light

DIVINE GRACE PARISH 
FINANCIAL REPORT



Saturday, March 14 – 4th Sunday of Lent
4:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand  † David Palmer - father of Mary Fleig  

      (Family)

5:00 pm, Holy Redeemer     For Parishioners of Divine Grace Parish

5:00 pm, Saint Gregory  † Dr. Eva Calderon 

      (Nick, Tricia & Stephanie)

6:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand  † Richard & Ruth Lorenzato (Debra Gohl)

Sunday, March 15 – 4th Sunday of Lent
8:00 am, Saint Ferdinand  † Carol Ann Sinicki (Joe & Rocky Renaud)

8:00 am, Saint Gregory  † Andrew Tomei, Sr. 

      (Greg & Carrie Bieselt)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer  † Georgian Mudric (Tom & Mary Demas)

10:00 am, Saint Gregory  † Bob Richel (Drew Family)

10:00 am, Saint Ferdinand  † Bill & Rose Foerster (Family)

11:00 am, Holy Redeemer † Debbie Feroce's Mom (Boccardi Family)

12:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand  † David Pliskaner (Mom & Dad)

5:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand  † Dan & Florence Coennen (Family)

Monday, March 16
8:00 am, Saint Gregory  † Josephine Bonomo 

      (Mary Ann Thompson)

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand  † John O'Keefe (Carol Miller)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer  † Helen Colosimo 

      (Joseph & Nancy Zurynski)

Tuesday, March 17- Feast of Saint Patrick
8:00 am, Saint Gregory † Joseph Roman (Joey, son)

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand  † Jack Heisler (Duer Family)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer  † Gail Frisk (Virginia & Darin Ottaviani)

Wednesday, March 18
8:00 am, Saint Gregory  † Gareth Mabin Blyth 

      (Tony & Laurie Nocera)

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand † Joseph Bobal, Sr. (Nettie & Moe Culley)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer  † Sam Fotia (Loretta Silvestri)

7:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand  † Ann Martin (Lott Family)

7:00 pm, Holy Redeemer  † Ronald C. Smilek (Marie, wife)

Thursday, March 19 – Solemnity of St. Joseph
8:00 am, Saint Gregory  † Antoinette Seassera (Charlie)

8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand  † George Brendel 

      (Saint Ferdinand Breakfast Crew)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer † Joe Morabito (Mary Kay)

Friday, March 20
8:30 am, Saint Ferdinand  † James E. Smith (Children)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer  † Eugene “Gino” Ioanilli 

      (Ron & Julie Santillo)

9:00 am, Saint Gregory  † David Bednarowicz (Drew Family)

Saturday, March 21 - 5th Sunday of Lent
9:00 am, Holy Redeemer  † Georgian Mudric (Mary Demas)

4:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand  † Robert Connolly 

      (Rich & Rosemary Huber)

5:00 pm, Holy Redeemer  † Doreen Tomon (Ladies of Charity)

5:00 pm, Saint Gregory     For Parishioners of Divine Grace Parish

6:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand  † Barbara Latsko (Ed & Marie Huber)

Sunday, March 22 - 5th Sunday of Lent
8:00 am, Saint Ferdinand  † “Dee” Moore (Rich & Peggy Watson)

8:00 am, Saint Gregory  † Tommy Zinkham (Don & Karen Koger)

9:00 am, Holy Redeemer  † Ronald Cicchinelli 

      (Angelo & Mary Grace Caggiano)

10:00 am, Saint Gregory  † Daniel Platt 

      (Carol, Matthew, & Alyssa Jo)

10:00 am, Ferdinand † David Renaud (Tina)

11:00 am, Holy Redeemer  † Mary Jane Folino (Rose Marie Nocera)

12:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand  † Jennie Lee 

      (White Elephant Sale volunteers)

5:00 pm, Saint Ferdinand  † Wray Bittel (Tony & Kathy Bittel)

† = deceased

4 Mass Intentions
Divine Grace Parish

I ask that…prayers, petitions, and 
thanksgivings be o�ered for everyone

—  1 Timothy 2:1



Saint Ferdinand Church
2535 Rochester Road

Cranberry Twp., PA 16066

Monday - Friday  8:30 am
Wednesday  7:00 pm
First Saturday  8:30 am
Saturday (Vigil) 4:00 pm 
   6:00 pm
Sunday  8:00 am  
           10:00 am  
   Noon  
   5:00 pm

Holy Redeemer Church
415 4th Street

Ellwood City, PA 16117

Monday - Saturday 9:00 am
Wednesday  7:00 pm
Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 pm 
Sunday  9:00 am  
   11:00 am

Saint Gregory Church
2 West Beaver Street

Zelienople, PA 16063

Monday - �ursday 8:00 am
Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 pm
Sunday  8:00 am
   10:00 am

ScheduleMASS

5Parish News and Events
The Week of March 15, 2026

Laetare Sunday – coming about halfway through the Lenten season – has a 
di�erent look and feel, something that Deacon Don Pepe calls “a bright spot.”

Latin for “rejoice,” Laetare Sunday encourages us to pause in the penitential 
season of Lent to give thanks for God’s love and the joy of salvation.

“For many people, Lent is a time of re�ection and repentance,” Deacon Don 
said. “Laetare Sunday helps us �nd joy in act of penance, lifting up our hearts in 
a positive and joyful way.”

Fr. Jim Wehner urges us to “rejoice that the mercy of God is helping us to be the 
saints that our Lord calls us to be.”

We have good reason to rejoice because through Jesus we have received healing. 
And if we live by the kind of love that Jesus shows us from the cross, we too can 
be life-giving, o�ering help and healing to others.

Similar to Gaudete Sunday in Advent, which also features the liturgical color of 
rose, Laetare Sunday invites us into a joyful anticipation within a time of prepa-
ration. Rejoicing in our faith comes from the certainty of salvation through the 
redemption of the cross, the gift of eternal life, and God’s presence even in the 
midst of su�ering.

We rejoice that Jesus has conquered sin and death, that God is with us and will 
never abandon us, that we are His beloved daughters and sons, and receive graces 
from the Eucharist and other sacraments.

Sharing the joy of the Gospel in the mission of Christ also brings a sense of 
purpose and joy, serving as a witness to others.

Easter is just three weeks away. Let’s rejoice and make the most of the rest of 
Lent.

Early Deadlines for Bulletin Submissions: 
With Holy Week approaching, announcements must be submitted early in 
order to be considered for the bulletin:
• Palm Sunday, March 29 – Announcements are due by Mon., March 16
• Easter Sunday, April 5 – Announcements are due by Fri., March 20
Please email Bob De Witt at rdewitt@divinegracepgh.org. �ank you!

IN A TIME OF PREPARATION



EUCHARISTIC

— Monday —
Holy Redeemer: 8:00–8:50 am

— Tuesday —
Saint Gregory: 1:00–6:00 pm  
Holy Redeemer: 8:00–8:50 am

— Wednesday —
Saint Ferdinand: 9:00 am–6:30 pm 
Holy Redeemer: 9:30 am–7:00 pm

— Friday —
Holy Redeemer: 8:00–8:50 am

Saint Ferdinand: 9:00–10:00 am

— Sunday —
Holy Redeemer: 12:15–4:00 pm

Adoration

CONFESSION

— Tuesday —
Saint Gregory: 5:00–6:00 pm

— Wednesday —
Holy Redeemer: 6:00–6:45 pm

— Saturday —
Holy Redeemer: 9:30–10:30 am

Saint Ferdinand: 10:00–11:00 am  
Saint Gregory: 10:00–11:00 am

Schedule
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SAVE THE DATES          YOU ARE INVITED

Ordination to the Holy Priesthood of 
Deacon Ryan Schmeltzer, OFM Cap

Saturday, June 6, 2026
10:00 am
Saint Pio of Pietrelcina Parish
Saint Augustine Church 
225 37th Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15201

Ordination to the Holy Priesthood of 
Deacon Erik L. Pintar

Saturday, June 27, 2026
10:00 am
Saint Paul Cathedral
108 N. Dithridge Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15213

As Deacon Erik prepares to begin his priestly ministry, there are 
many supplies he will need, including vestments. He has created an 
ordination gift registry if you would like to provide support: 
https://bit.ly/erikgiftlist

Ordination to the Transitional Diaconate of 
Seminarian Christopher Baker

Saturday, May 30, 2026
10:00 am
Triumph of the Holy Cross Parish
Saint �omas á Becket Church
139 Gill Hall Road
Je�erson Hills, PA 15025



7Thank You Fish Fry Sponsors
The Week of March 15, 2026

DIVINE GRACE PARISH 
WISHES TO THANK OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS FOR

SUPPORTING THE 2026 FISH FRY AT SAINT FERDINAND

Singhose Family  •  Marceline Drop  •  Mac Family  •  Barcaskey Family

Delagatti Family  •  Zuemie Family  •  Surge Systems Consulting LLC  •  Mathew Jewelers

We also express our appreciation to those sponsors who wish to remain anonymous. �ank you!

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS 
OF THE ASH WEDNESDAY FISH FRY AT HOLY REDEEMER

Giant Eagle − Ellwood City  •  AIR Physical �erapy and Fitness  •  Dimeo Law Group, PLLC    

Pete’s Uptown Beer and Beverage  •  Ellwood City Candy Company  •  Teolis Funeral Home



Saint Ferdinand Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

724-776-2888, ext. 1101 |  Fax: 724-776-2378

Monday, March 16
9:15 am Flame of Love, Children’s Liturgy Room
9:30 am Women Gathered, Holy Family Room
6:00 pm LifeTeen, Youth Room
7:00 pm Women Gathered, Children’s Liturgy Rm

Tuesday, March 17
9:00 am Flame of Love, Children’s Liturgy Room
9:30 am Contemplative Prayer, Holy Family Rm

10:00 am Bible Study, Upper Room
12:00 pm Rosary Makers, Library
7:00 pm Folk Choir, Church  
7:00 pm Bible Study, Children’s Liturgy Room
7:00 pm Festival Committee, McAndrew-Biller Hall

Wednesday, March 18
9:00 am Comfort Blankets, McAndrew-Biller Hall
1:00 pm Book Circle, Holy Family Room
7:00 pm Bereavement Support, Holy Family Rm
    

Thursday, March 19
7:00 pm Women’s Club, McAndrew-Biller Hall

Friday, March 20
9:00 am Stations of the Cross, Church

11:30 am Fish Fry, Oldenski Hall
4:00 pm Fish Fry, Oldenski Hall
7:00 pm Stations of the Cross, Church

Sunday, March 22
8:00 pm Lenten Holy Hour, Church

This Week at
Saint Ferdinand Church

Addiction Recovery Ministry
Divine Grace Parish is starting a new ministry for those 

who have lost a family member or friend because of 
overdose or addiction. Our goal is to o�er hope and 
support to anyone grieving after such a terrible loss. 
Meetings will be held Wednesdays starting April 8 and 
continuing through June 3 from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm at 
Saint Ferdinand’s Upper Room. If you know of someone 
who has experienced this tragedy, please invite them. For 
more, contact Deacon Tim Noca at tnoca@diopitt.org or 
412-607-8328.

Women’s Club Meeting March 19
�e Divine Grace Parish Women’s Club is holding their 

monthly meeting on �ursday, March 19 at 7:00 pm in 
Saint Ferdinand’s McAndrew-Biller Hall. �e program will 
feature the American Sign Language.

Invitation to Seder Meal
Join us for a Parish Seder Meal to remember our 

Lord’s Last Supper. We will gather with family and 
friends on Palm Sunday, March 29, 
at 5:00 pm in Saint Ferdinand’s 
McAndrew-Biller Hall. �e meal 
will include roasted lamb, potatoes 
and green beans. Adults $25, 
children $15. Please register by 
Monday, March 23 by scanning the 
QR code.

Prayers for the Sick
�e Saint Peregrine Prayer Service will be 

held on Monday, March 23 at 7:00 pm 
in Saint Ferdinand Church. All are 
welcome to come pray for the sick and 

support one another.

8 Parish News and Events
Divine Grace Parish

REGISTER



Holy Redeemer 
Office Hours

Mon - Fri: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Closed for lunch (12:30–1:00 pm)
724-758-7587, ext. 3002

Fax: 724-752-1466

9Parish News and Events
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Second Pizza Sale this Week
�e Christian Mothers are dishing up more delicious 

pizza. Red or white pizza sheets are available for $10 
each. �e sale will be held on Friday, 
March 20, with pick up from 4:00 
pm to 6:00 pm in the Catholic 
Center. Pre-orders will be taken 
March 10-17 from 9:00 am to 3:00 
pm. Call 724-758-7587, ext. 3002. 
Scan the QR code.

The Passion of the Christ
�e �lm depicting the �nal hours of Jesus Christ's life 

will be shown on Palm Sunday, March 29, 6:00 pm at 
Holy Redeemer Catholic Center. �is powerful movie is 
often described as a “conversion of heart” experience, 
leading to a deeper commitment to the faith.

Fulfillment of Jewish 
Sacrifice in the Cross
Jesus’ death on the cross served 

as more than God’s ultimate sacri�ce 
of unconditional love. It was the 
realization of Jewish law. Dr. Michael Mullock, MD, 
will present “�e Ful�llment of Jewish Sacri�ce in 
the Cross of Christ” on Wednesday, April 1 
following 9:00 am Mass at Holy Redeemer Church. 
Enter into the Triduum like never before.

Monday, March 16
6:00 pm Movie Night, Catholic Center

Tuesday, March 17
6:00 pm Seasons of Hope, Rectory
6:30 pm LifeTeen, Catholic Center

Wednesday, March 18
6:30 pm Finance Council, Catholic Center

Thursday, March 19
6:00 pm Choir, Church
6:00 pm  Social Club, Catholic Center Lunch   
  Room
6:30 pm Catholic Parents R.O.C.K., Convent   
  Chapel

Friday, March 20
4 - 6 pm Pizza Sale, Catholic Center
5:00 pm Bingo, Catholic Center
7:00 pm Stations of the Cross, Church

Sunday, March 22
4:00 pm Community Dinner, Catholic Center   
  Lunch Room

This Week at 
Holy Redeemer Church

Christian Mothers / Ladies Guild
�e Confraternity of Christian Mothers and Ladies 

Guild will hold its �rst meeting of 2026 on 
Monday, March 23 at the Holy Redeemer 
Catholic Center. All adult women, single or 
married, are welcome to join us in prayer and 
fellowship. Recitation of the Rosary will begin 
at 6:30 pm, followed by a light meal and 
business meeting. 

Contact Jackie Dimeo, president: 724-333-5947 
or Mary Parente, membership chair: 724-758-6006.



Saint Gregory
Office Hours

Friday: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
724-776-2888, ext. 1101

Fax: 724-452-4064

10 Parish News and Events
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Monday, March 16
7:00 pm K of C #6177 Meeting, Blue Room

Thursday, March 19
7:00 pm Adult Choir, Church
7:00 pm Divine Mercy Cenacle, School Library

Friday, March 20
2 & 7 pm Shadow Stations, Church

4:00 pm Fish Fry, School Cafeteria

Saturday, March 21
8:00 am Cath. Men’s Fellowship, School Library

11:00 am Ministry Meeting, Blue Room

Have You Taken the Survey?
�e Disciple Maker Index (DMI) survey will continue 

through March 29, Palm Sunday.  Parishioners are 
invited to share where they are on their journey of 
discipleship and gauge how e�ective Divine Grace Parish 
is in supporting them since the DMI 
inquiry was done in Lent of 2023. All 
individual responses are con�dential. 
To take the survey, scan this QR code 
or use paper forms in our church 
narthexes.

This Week at
Saint Gregory Church

Building a Bridge to the Future
Parishioners are signing up for FreeWill through 

�e Fund for Divine Grace Parish – our new 
endowment created with the Catholic Foundation 
for Greater Pittsburgh – to simplify legacy giving 
and help build a bridge to our future. Common 
legacy gifts include bequests, retirement plans, life 
insurance designations, matching gifts, and 
charitable trusts or annuities. 

Visit https://partner.freewill.com/cfgpitt and 
www.cfgpitt.org  to create a will or make a legacy 
gift.

Ministry Meetings & Learning More
Father Jim is asking that all parish ministries, 

apostolates and organizations be represented at one 
of two informational meetings scheduled for 
Saturday, March 21 and Saturday, March 28 from 
11:00 am to 1:00 pm in Saint Gregory’s Blue Room. 
We will be sharing updates on current projects and 
plans and asking for your ideas. Light refreshments 
will be served. RSVP to jlivorse@divinegracepgh.org 
or call Alena at 724-776-2888, ext. 1107.

Meanwhile, parishioners who would like to learn 
about the di�erent ways to learn, serve, or socialize 
through parish ministries are invited to check out the 
updated Ministry Booklet, listing more than 80 
ministries, organizations and apostolates. Visit 
www.divinegracepgh.org/ministries or pick up a hard 
copy in any of our church o�ces. For more 
information, email jlivorse@divinegracepgh.org or call 
724-776-2888, ext. 1210.

Getting Ready for Tax Time
If you would like a copy of your parish contribution 

statement for your income taxes, please call the Saint 
Ferdinand o�ce at 724-776-2888, ext. 1101. Statements 
can be mailed or picked up at the o�ce. If you give 
online, contact 866-930-4774, option 6, or 
donorsupport@parishsoft.com. 
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Volunteer Work Day
Help Our Lady of Mount Carmel Camp in Volant 
get ready for the 2026 retreat season. Volunteers age 
18+ are welcome on Saturday, March 28 beginning 
at 9:00 am. Please bring gloves, 
safety glasses and wear sturdy 
boots and pants. Lunch will be 
provided. Scan the QR code for 
details and to sign up. �ank 
you! 

Tamburitzans Coming to Ellwood City
�e Tamburitzans will perform their new production, 

THE SHARED SONG, on Sunday, April 19 at 3:00 
pm at Lincoln Jr/Sr High 
School, 501 Crescent Ave 
in Ellwood City.  �e folk 
ensemble will weave a 
tapestry of music and 
dance. �e concert is 
sponsored by the Rotary 
Club of Ellwood City. Visit 
ellwoodtams.eventbrite.com or scan 
the QR code. Tickets also available at 
the Ellwood City Library on March 
28 from 10 am to 3 pm.

Gift Card Distribution
�e Saint Gregory Conference of the Society of Saint 

Vincent de Paul is inviting families and individuals in 
need of assistance to apply for a gift card to help celebrate 
Easter. To qualify, residents must live in one of four zip 
codes in the Zelienople area – 16063, 16037, 16033, or 
16123 – and �nish their paperwork before the gift card 
distribution, which will take place on Friday, March 27, 
from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm in the St. Gregory Church 
o�ce. To apply, email SVDPsg@divinegracepgh.org or 
call 724-556-9907 by 2:00 pm on Friday, March 20. 

40 Days for Life
�e closing Eucharistic Procession and Mass for 40 Days 
for Life will take place on Palm Sunday, March 29 at 
3:00 pm. Join us for the procession with Bishop 
Waltersheid from Planned Parenthood in downtown 
Pittsburgh to Epiphany Church uptown.

Pregnancy Center Gala
Voices for the Unborn, a Pittsburgh pregnancy resource 

center, invites you to their 6th Annual Gala on Friday, 
April 10, 6:30 pm at the Pittsburgh Marriott North in 
Cranberry. Pro-life speaker, author and host Seth Gruber 
is the keynote speaker. To learn more or reserve your seat, 
email robinheiple@yahoo.com. 

Have You Found Your Village?
Good Ground Family Ministry is a new initiative 

dedicated to building a Christ-centered community 
supporting parents of children with special needs. 
Families are invited to A Night of Connection on 
Friday, April 24 from 6:00 pm to 
8:00 pm at Saint Luke the 
Evangelist Parish, Saints John & 
Paul Campus. �e evening begins 
with a presentation by Father 
Joseph McCa�rey. Parents will 
connect with one another while 
children with additional support needs and their 
siblings enjoy age-appropriate activities led by 
trained, compassionate volunteers. Open to 50 
families; registration is required. Scan the QR code 
to register. 

OLSH Open House
Families with students in grades 5-8 are invited to an 

Open House hosted by Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
High School. It will be held on Sunday, March 22 from 
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. Take a personal tour, and meet 
faculty & sta�. Register at www.olsh.org/openhouse. 

Let your heart be opened



12 Evangelization & Faith Formation  
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Israel was supposed to be a theocracy, a people ruled 
by God himself. However, during the period of the 
Judges (roughly a few hundred years leading up to 1,000 
B.C., give or take), the people grew tired of the instability 
that resulted from the cycle of committing sin, falling 
into slavery, crying out in supplication, and the Lord 
providing a savior (see the entire Book of Judges). 
Eventually the people demanded “a king to govern us like 
all the nations” (1 Samuel 8:7). �ey gave up being 
special, set apart, holy, to be just like all the other 
nations. And the Lord granted their demand! 

 
Israel’s �rst king, Saul, proved to be a bad king, 

insisting on doing things his way and not following the 
Lord’s directives through the Prophet Samuel. While 
Saul was still living, the Lord sent Samuel to anoint the 
next king, as we read in the First Reading. �is is the �rst 
of three times that David is anointed as king. Here in 1 
Samuel 16, the anointing marks the child David as the 
future king once King Saul dies. In 2 Samuel 2:4, he is 
anointed as king of the tribe of Judah, and in 2 Samuel 
5:3 he is anointed as king over all Israel at the age of 
thirty.

 
David’s �rst anointing points ahead to what the 

Spirit’s anointing will look like in the New Covenant, 
the anointing that you and I received in Baptism and 
Con�rmation. Other Old Testament �gures were �lled 
with the Spirit temporarily for a speci�c task. Yet with 
David, “from that day on, the spirit of the LORD rushed 
upon David.” �e Spirit descended and remained, like he 
did at Jesus’ Baptism (see John 1:33), and at your 
Baptism. It is only because of this indwelling of the Spirit 
that David is able to ful�ll his mission to lead God’s 
people as their king, and David knows it. After his sin 
with Bathsheba in 2 Samuel 11, David begged, “take not 

Unpacking theWord
Jason Gawaldo, Director for Evangelization & Catechetical Ministries

your holy Spirit from me” (Psalm 51:11). �e Spirit who 
overshadowed Mary at the Annunciation (see Luke 1:35) 
and who overshadowed the Apostles at Pentecost (see 
Acts 2:1-4) enabled David, Mary, and the Apostles to 
ful�ll their God-given mission in the world in ways that 
only they could. 

 
Here is the takeaway. If you have been anointed by 

this same Spirit through Baptism and Con�rmation, 
then you have everything you need to do God’s work in 
your life, to be a holy spouse and parent, a holy child and 
sibling, a holy business leader or employee, to bring hope 
and healing to your family, friends, and neighbors. It’s 
already in you. �ere was a time when it was not, but the 
Lord picked you because he sees “not as man sees.” He 
sees in you what you might not be able to see yourself. 
You are not too old or too young. �e Lord wants to 
change the world through you in the circumstances you 
�nd yourself in right now. It is the reason he gave you his 
Spirit in the �rst place.

Visit https://divinegracepgh.org/unpackingtheword to 
share this and previous re�ections.

Name the Field at Saint Ferdinand
Youth ages 12-18 are invited to submit a name for 
the �eld located behind the Annex at Saint 
Ferdinand, where their outdoor events are held. 
Submitted names should have a religious connection 
– such as a saint’s name – or a 
meaningful connection to Divine 
Grace Parish or the community. 
�e submission deadline is April 
1. Scan the QR code to learn more 
and submit a name!

— 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a —



13Youth & Young Adult Ministry
The Week of March 15, 2026

Michael Assaf, Ministry Coordinator of Youth & Young Adults

Saint Ferdinand

Life Nights
Mondays, March 16 & 23

6:00pm to 8:00 pm  
Youth Room

Lectio Bible Study
Tuesdays, March 17 & 24

7:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Youth Room

Holy Redeemer

LifeTeen Quo Vadis
Tuesdays, March 17 & 24

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
Catholic Center

March 17 Meeting for 
youth & parents

Young Adult Get Together
Young adults ages 21-39 are invited to join a gathering at Club Hope, 26 

Fountain Ave. in Ellwood City, on �ursday, March 26 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm. 
Enjoy beer, wine, appetizers, and a talk from guest speaker Wally Gagric. Hope to 
see you there!

A weekend to rest, renew, and reconnect with God 
and one another. Lower ropes course, 
team-building, Eucharistic Adoration, 
and more! Open to grades 7–12. Scan 
the QR code to register. Location: Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel Camp, Volant.

Spring Retreat 
April 10–11

DID YOU KNOW?

Holy Thursday celebrates the 
institution of the Eucharist 

and the Priesthood.

Spring Retreat 
April 10–11

Upcoming Schedule



14 Saint Gregory Catholic School 
Divine Grace Parish

A SLAM DUNK FINISH
Congratulations to our 8th Grade 

Girls Varsity Basketball players on the 
legacy they will be leaving at Saint 
Gregory School. Completing their �nal 
home game with a win over Avonworth, 
the girls celebrated with smiles, laughter 
and some tears as they look forward to 
the future. Photo from left: Giuliana, 
Ella, Bella & Mady

SCHOOL FISH FRY 
Fridays through March 27 from 4:00 

pm to 7:00 pm in the School Cafeteria. 
Meal includes main entrée, two sides, 
coleslaw and dinner roll. Call 
724-452-8010 after 3:30 pm for takeout.

SHADOW STATIONS 
MARCH 20

Saint Gregory School students will 
present Christ’s Passion using a backlit 
white sheet, creating a powerful, 
prayerful Lenten experience. At Saint 
Gregory Church on Friday, March 20. 
Services at 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm.

DR. SEUSS WEEK
We had lots of fun activities around 

the celebration of Dr. Seuss Week! 
Second Graders had a mystery reader, 
O�cer Reuben, read A Fish Out of 
Water. Students colored pictures of the 
Cat in the Hat while Kindergarteners 
decorate our halls with handmade Cats 
in the Hat.

Older and younger students 
partnered for Building Buddies, with 
6th Graders reading to 1st Graders, who 
then practiced their reading skills. 
Alice (right) reads to Anna.



Saint Ferdinand 
A candle burns for:

Dad & Mom
from Family

Saint Ferdinand 
A candle burns for: 

Eileen Baier 
from Tom & Rita

Lynda R. Stevens 
from �e Stevens Family

Sanctuary Candle

In Celebration, 
In Prayer: 

As a parish family, we lift up 
the names and needs of 
those in our hearts through 
prayer. If you would like to 
have sanctuary or prayer 
garden candles, or sanctuary 
�owers dedicated in honor 
or memory of a loved one, 
call 724-776-2888. 

15In Remembrance, In Reflection, In Faith 
The Week of March 15, 2026

Prayer Garden

THE LIGHT IS ON FOR YOU
Holy Week Confession Schedule

• Monday, March 30 at 7:00 pm in Saint Ferdinand Church
• Tuesday, March 31 at 5:00 pm in Saint Gregory Church 
• Wednesday, April 1 at 5:00 pm in Holy Redeemer Church

NO CONFESSIONS ON SATURDAY, APRIL 4

Give up complaining…focus on gratitude.

Give up harsh judgments…think kindly thoughts.

Give up worry…trust God.

Give up discouragement…be full of hope.

Give up hatred…return good for evil.

Give up anger…be more patient.

Give up gossiping…control your tongue.

Give up sin…turn to virtue.
Source: EWTN

WHAT TO GIVE UP
A Lenten Reflection

TRUSTING IN GOD’S MERCY
Lent is an ideal time to go to confession, turning away 

from sin and toward God as we prepare for Easter and our 
Risen Lord. Begin with an Examination of Conscience, 
and choose a time that �ts with your schedule. See the 
confession schedule on page 6. Trust in God’s mercy to 
start with a clean slate. Click the link for Examination of 
Conscience: https://tinyurl.com/4ey8fwcx



Revenue includes $888,290 from Covid-19 Economic 
Relief and $550,000 from the St. Gregory Organ Project 
donations. �ese were one-time revenue sources; not 
regular. �e parish continues to operate with a strong, 
healthy budget. I am grateful for your support. �ank 
you for sharing your resources with us. - Fr. Jim.

O�ertory Income Actual  $ 2,259,997
O�ertory Income Budgeted $ 2,098,000
Surplus Variance   $    161,997
 
Donations/Bequests Actual $    403,730
Donations/Bequests Budgeted $      70,066
Surplus Variance   $    333,664
 
Liturgical/Worship Expenses $    201,803
Budgeted Expenses   $    178,472
Over Budget    $      23,331
 
Administration Expenses  $ 1,033,912
Budgeted Expenses   $    908,480
Over Budget    $    125,432
 
Operations and Maintenance $    511,674
Budgeted Expenses   $    557,613
Under Budget   $      45,939
 
Religious Education Expenses   $    112,055
Budgeted Expenses   $      96,132
Over Budget    $      15,923

Youth Ministry   $    129,169
Budgeted Expenses   $      91,618
Over Budget    $      37,551

Total Operating Expenses $ 2,219,656
Total Operating Budgeted $ 2,189,446
Over Budget    $      30,210

Total Operating Revenue  $ 4,085,925
Total Operating Expenses $ 2,219,656
Catholic Education Subsidy $    167,026
Under Budget   $ 1,699,243

Parish Budget Report 
July 2025−January 2026

16 Parish Budget Report & News
Divine Grace Parish

Annual Parish Appeal Update
As you know, every year each parish is asked to 

contribute to the mission of our diocese. Our 
assessment for 2026 is $500,000. We have received 
$181,256 from January 1 to February 28. �e appeal is 
a year-long e�ort; therefore, your contribution is 
always welcomed. Some have made a one-time gift 
while others have made a pledge to ful�ll throughout 
the year. Your gift helps many ministries, including 
support for our parish seminarians (Erik, Chris, 
Dominic, and Ben) as well as our retired priests (i.e. 
Father Oldenski and Father Gallagher). Any funds that 
exceed $500,000 remain in the parish.

Fun with the Family
�e second Family Fun Night 

this winter season is set for 
Saturday, March 21, starting at 
6:00 pm at the Holy Redeemer 
Catholic Center. Father Freedy says 
it’s all about fun, food and fellowship! 

Lord God of peace, hear our prayer,
and come to our aid! Grant us peace, teach 

us peace; guide our steps in the way of 
peace. Open our eyes and our hearts, and 
give us the courage to say: “Never again 

war!”; “With war everything is lost.” 
Instill in our hearts the courage to take 

concrete steps to achieve peace.

https://www.usccb.org/prayers/pope-francis-prayer-peace



LEYMARIE CLARK LONG P.C.LEYMARIE CLARK LONG P.C.
~ Attorneys at Law ~~ Attorneys at Law ~

Ellwood City Office • 423 Sixth St.
(724) 752-1583

New Castle Office • 1429 New Butler Rd.
Ste. 8, 2nd Floor
(724) 923-4500

Pennsylvania
CatholicMatch.com/PA

“Quality Home Comfort Since 1943”

Heating • Air Conditioning
Duct Cleaning • Water Heaters

800-834-NINE
www.homer9.com

Lawrence S. Han, DPM
PODIATRIC MEDICINE & SURGERY

724-553-5706
20397 Route 19, Suite 230

Cranberry Township

724-758-5594
ELLWOOD CITY

Sweeten Your Day With Candy

Free Estimates • Service Repairs • New Installs
(724) 846-2126

MVP TEAM SHOP
SPORTSWEAR • NOVELITIES • GIFTS

Headquarters For Officially Licensed Sportswear
NFL • MLB • NHL • NBA • NCAA

(724) 758-2544
500 Lawrence Ave • Ellwood City, PA

	 724-779-3900
	 20555 Rt. 19
	 Cranberry Twp. PA 16066
flowersbygerard@yahoo.com

40

tiktok.com/@falcon.urgent.car 724-235-6000
1241 Freedom Rd., Suite 1A, Cranberry Twp. , PA 16066

• WEIGHT LOSS • PRP
• TRIGGER POINT INJECTIONS / MIGRAINE MANAGEMENT

• WORKERS COMPENSATION • SPORTS INJURIES

www.urgentcarecranberry.com

659 CASTLE CREEK DR. - CRANBERRY TWP

Your Local Orthodontists!
724-591-5758 • karskispokaneortho.com

D & S
Excavating
Harmony, PA
724-624-4098

THE CIGAR SHOPPE
Of Ellwood City LLC

707 Lawrence Ave, Ellwood City, PA 16117
475-325-4738
www.cigar-shoppe.com

Bradley J. Brown, D.D.S
Family Dentistry 

Let Us Give You A Smile!
	 101 5th Street
	 Elwood City 
	 (724)752-1506
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Christine McCarthy
Parishioner
C: 724.996.1319 
O: 724.766.2900
email: chris.mccarthy@cbrealty.com
20510 Route 19, Suite 101 
Cranberry Township, PA 16066

Parishioner

• ENTRY DOORS • STORM DOORS
• REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 

PITTSBURGH WINDOW & DOOR CO.
Family Owned Since 1956

412-821-4322 • www.pghwindowdoor.com

Provia Platinium
Club Award
RECIPIENT



URBAN PLUMBING
MASTER PLUMBING

FREE ESTIMATES
Fully Insured • Parishioner

No Job Too Small
724-774-1622

DILLON MCCANDLESS KING
COULTER & GRAHAM LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
600 Cranberry Woods Drive, Suite 175

Cranberry Township, PA 16066
724-776-6644		  www.dmkcg.com

Pangonis ChiropracticPangonis Chiropractic
Michael C. Pangonis D.C.

Palmer Graduate
(724) 758-5733(724) 758-5733

300 Fountain Ave.
Optimum HealthOptimum Health

for the Entire Familyfor the Entire Family

JEREMIAH BONDRA DMD, FAGD  •  DENNIS HAMILTON DMD
– Family and Cosmetic Dentistry – 

214 W. Grandview Ave. Zelienople
(724) 452-7960 • www.drjeremiahbondra.com(724) 452-7960 • www.drjeremiahbondra.com

A part of UPMC Senior CommunitiesSince 
1982 84 Beautiful Acres right here 

in Cranberry Twp.
100 Norman Dr. 

Cranberry Twp., PA 16066

SHERWOODOAKS.COM
 1-800-642-2217

Samuel Teolis Funeral Home 
and Crematory Inc.

Proudly serving the Divine Grace Parish, Holy Redeemer Church of 
Ellwood City, Koppel and surrounding areas since 1955

309 Spring Ave., Ellwood City, PA 16117 • 724-758-3222
Serving as we would want to be served.

Landscape/ Lawn Care Services
“We know you’re busy, let us do the work for you”
• Seasonal Clean Up • Retaining Walls • Patios
• Lawn Mowing • Edging  • Shrub / Hedge Trimming 
• Mulch / Decorative Rocks  • String Trimming
• Bed Creation/Redefining/Maintenance
724 766-6781 • www.GroundsGuys.com/ellwood-city

RETAINING 
WALLS

PA126771

	 Luxenburg, Garbett, Kelly & George
	A ttorneys At Law
	 Civil Trial Specialists

	 724-758-7581	 724-658-8535

YOUR DREAM HOME IS CALLING — WHY NOT ANSWER

CALL ME TODAY!
YOUR LOCAL REALTOR® & PARISHIONER FOR 20 YEARS

Office: 724-776-3686 • Cell: 412-260-1569
GiaAlbanowski@TPRSold.com

•	 Small Business Apparel
•	 New Hire/Appreciation Kitting
•	 Golf Outings
•	 Events Pre-orders and on-site
•	 Fundraising Opportunities
•	 School and Athletic Spiritwear
•	 Marketing Accessories and Giveaway Items

20636 Route 19, Suite B
Cranberry Township
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Contact Sue Novosel
snovosel@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x6318



524 Northpointe Circle
Seven Fields, PA 
724-591-5776
Shop our selection
of traditional, vintage,
and alternative 
engagement rings 24/7.

MOSESJEWELERS.COM

“Your Catering Specialists”
Gourmet to Down-Home Cooking

	 www.johnmarshallcatering.com
	 info@johnmarshallcatering.com
	 weddings@johnmarshallcatering.com

724-444-1384724-444-1384724-444-1384

WHEN YOU ARE
READY TO GET

YOUR LIFE BACK
AND ELIMINATE

MIGRAINES FOREVER -

Call Us!
See Our

Google Reviews!

724-741-6080 • www.PghMigraine.com

Call 860-399-1785 or go to www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

CST# 2117990-70• � Shrines of Alpine Europe with Oberammergau
•  Fatima, Lourdes & Shrines of Spain Pilgrimage
•  Shrines of Northern Italy  • Spiritual Highlights of Italy
•  Easter & Christmas Sailings  • Holy Land/Jordan 
•  �Cruises - Panama Canal, Hawaii, Australia/Asia
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Presentation Ministries
One Bread, One Body

3230 McHenry Ave., Cincinnati, OH  45211
www.PresentationMinistries.com

Gene G. Dimeo, Esq.
724-752-9955

www.DimeoLawGroup.com
Fun For Kids, Stress-Free For Parents!

Haircuts Are Fun!
20325 Rte 19, Cranberry Twp, PA 16066 • 724-591-5333

www.haircutsarefun.com/location/cranberrytwp-pa

       Carney
Heating, Cooling & Gas Service

24 Hour Emergency
Service in Ellwood City
Call Tom at 724-651-3289

Lisa Caughey Insurance Agency Inc
Lisa Caughey, Agent
724-774-9010
1270 Freedom Crider Rd
www.lisacaughey.com

	 PALE PLUMBING
	 Residential • Registered Master Plumber
	 Installation • Service & Repair • Fully Insured
Over 40 Years Experience
724-776-9280

Vince Pale - Parishioner
$20.00 OFF-mention bulletin

FLOWER SHOP

Wedding  Specialist724-758-2262
328 Sixth Street
Ellwood City
PA 16117

Patti Kuhn
Owner/Designer

M-F 9-5, Sat 9-3
www.posiesbypatti.com

INSURED
FREE QUOTES

“TAKE THE TIME
TO TAKE THE TIME”

primacypainting.com
CARL COLLINS II • 412-770-6457

COZAD Garage Doors
Family Owned & Operated

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
GARAGE DOORS • ELECTRIC OPENERS

SPRINGS & CABLES REPLACED
724-735-4403

Ken Sinagra, CLU®, ChSNC®, Managing Director
Wealth Management Advisor

600 Cranberry Woods Dr, Ste 450, Cranberry Twp, PA 16066
P 724.778.9082 | C 412.303.3927 | kennethsinagra.nm.com

Northwestern Mutual is the marketing name for The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company (NM) and its subsidiaries, including 
Northwestern Mutual Wealth Management Company® (NMWMC) (Investment Advisory Services), a federal savings bank. NM and its subsidiaries 

are in Milwaukee, WI. Kenneth Sinagra is an Agent of NM and provides investment advisory services as an Advisor of NMWMC.

FUNERAL HOME   &  CREMATION SERVICES

Cranberry Twp - Evans City - Connoquenessing Twp - Zelienople
Adam, Pat, Patrick II

PATRICK J. BOYLAN II
SUPERVISORwww.boylanfuneralservices.com

Owned and Operated 
by the Boylan Family

724.776.6610
Wisconsin Avenue

at Route 19

Parishioners Serving St. Ferdinand’s Faithfully Since 1961 & St. Gregory’s since 1954

CRANBERRY SUPPLY CO.
Mulch • Top Soil • Building Supplies

(724) 776-1610
Rowan Rd. Cranberry Twp., PA

Johnny McClymonds

Call for A/C Maintenance, 
Service or Free 

Replacement Estimates
724-667-9377

DiCaprio
Carpet Cleaning

#NOOOBODY
Gets Your Carpet Cleaner!

724-652-4888

Lou DiCaprio
Owner/Parishioner

Lawrence & Mercer
Counties Only

Nationally Certified
IICRC Company

Providing the highest level of care for over 100 years
Jonathan W. Pugh, Supervisor

Brian P. Devlin, Funeral Director 
724-772-8800 | DEVLINFUNERALHOME.COM

2678 Rochester Road • Cranberry Township, PA 

#1 RELIABLE RENOVATIONS, LLC
BATHROOMS

QUALITY WORK FOR LESS
Over 25 Years Experience - Parishioner - Registered & Insured

724-332-1965
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724-605-4024   libertyroofingpros.com

 CONFUSED ABOUT  MEDICARE?
Medicare decisions can be 
confusing – call for a one-to-
one no charge consultation 
with a Licensed Medicare 
Advisor.
Medicare recipients and those 
that assist with decisions 
need to be informed of the 
best options based on their 
individual situation.

Crystal A Manning
Licensed Medicare Advisor

412-716-4942
crystalmanning@gmail.com

Dvonya Sedlacko-
Stephens

Licensed Medicare Advisor
412-657-3889

djsedlacko@gmail.com

REMOVE THE FEAR, 
UNCERTAINTY, AND 
COSTLY MISTAKES

WE CAN HELP!


