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MONDAY � March 23, (Lenten Weekday)�

7:45 AM� ��+ Lisa Poitras  req. by Saratoga County Fair�

TUESDAY � March 24, (Lenten Weekday)��

5:30 PM �� �� �+ James W. Reagan�

� � �� �+ Thomas Clear  eq. by Mona & Family�

WEDNESDAY� March 25, (The Annunciation of the Lord)�

7:45 AM� �� + Caroline Izzo  req. by Grandson�

� �� + Spec. Int. of Mary Jo Henry�

THURSDAY � March 26, (Lenten Weekday)�

7:45 AM� � + Patricia Green  req. by The Loucks Family�

� � + Thomas Blaha  �

� � � ��� req. by Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Rielly & Family  �

FRIDAY � March 27, (Lenten Weekday)�

� ��NO DAILY MASS� �

SATURDAY � March 28, (Fifth Sunday of Lent)�

4:00 PM� � + Ron Czajkowski  req. by Maureen Winney  �

� ��+ Mario, Virginia, & Bianca Carotenuto  �

� �� � req. by LaMarco Family�

� ��+ Thomas & Virginia Nichols  �

� �� � req. by Basil. Angelo, Mary, & Liz�

SUNDAY � March 29, (Fifth Sunday of Lent)�

8:30 AM� ��+ Pro Populo�

� ��+ Rebecca Dobie  req. by Philip Dobie�

� ��+ Gertrude Farley  req. by Millie Ellis�

10:30 AM �+ Frank Gallagher, 10th Anniversary  �

� �� �� � � req. by Wife, Joan�

� ��+ Mary Bruno Nolan  req. by Mr. & Mrs. William LaTour�

12:00 PM �+ Jaye Elizabeth Bowen  req. by Louise Kirkpatrick�

� ��+ James Martin  req. by Mr. & Mrs. William LaTour�

F����� S�	
�� � L�	� � M���� 22, 2020  �
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                                         �� � � Readings for the week� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �                of March 22nd�

�

To get the most of your journey during Lent this year, it is a 

good practice to reflect upon the sacred scripture readings 

of the week, especially to prepare ourselves for the 

celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.�

�

Included with the readings below is a theme to reflect upon. �

�

Sunday:  The Lord has given us the eyes of faith to declare, 

I do believe, Lord.  1 Sm 16:1b, 6�7, 10�13a /Ps23/ Eph 5: 8�

14 Jn 9: 1�41 or 9:1, 6�9, 13�17, 34�38�

Monday: Be a sign of Christ to others�pointing to God’s 

love for all.  Is 65:17�21 /Ps30/ Jn 4:43�54�

Tuesday: The generosity of God is a blessing we can 

imitate in our daily lives.  Ez 47: 1�9, 12 /PS 46/  Jn 5: 1�16�

Wednesday: Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.  �

Is 7: 10�14; 8:10 /PS 40/ Heb 10: 4�10 Luke 1: 26�38�

Thursday: In His mercy, God relents in the punishment  He 

had threatened to inflict on His people.  Ex 32: 7�14 /Ps 106/  

Jn 5: 31�47�

Friday: Speak and live the truth, even when it’s not well�

received.   Wis 2: 1a, 12�22  /Ps 34/ Jn 7: 1�2, 10, 25�30�

Saturday: We who are part of this great salvation story 

have been given the fullness of revelation in Jesus Christ. �

Jer 11: 18�20 /Ps7/ Jn 7: 40�53�

Next Sunday :  We have faith in Christ, who is the 

Resurrection and the Life. Ez 37:12�14 /Ps 130/ Romans 8: 8

�11 Jn 11: 1�45 or  11:3�7, 17, 20�27, 33b�45�

This Fourth Week of Lent, we approach like no other. �

�

If you are reading this week’s bulletin, it’s safe to 

assume you have access to St. Mary’s webpage. During this 

time, and the weeks ahead, we will continue to be present to 

our parishioners and community through our website and 

Facebook page.  Please let your family and friends be aware 

of this information. One of the important things to 

remember is we, as the people, are the Church.�

My brothers and sisters, this Fourth Sunday of Lent 

we read from the Gospel of John how Jesus heals the man 

born blind. Those gathered around Jesus began to challenge 

him by asking, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 

that he was born blind?” Jesus kindly answered them, 

“Neither he nor his parents sinned; it is so that the works of 

God might be made visible through him.” Jesus continues 

his answer with a message for all of us to reflect upon 

during these unusual times.�

“We have to do the works of the one who sent me 

while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. 

While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  �

What is the Lord saying to us during this time? We 

know that Jesus healed the man born blind, and we also 

know there were those who could not see Jesus as he really 

was. Others were blind because they could not perceive the 

truth of his teaching. This spiritual blindness afflicts all of 

us from time to time. This time is no different.�

In last week’s Gospel Jesus offered the Samaritan 

women his life giving water. She believed because she 

heard the truth right from Jesus’ mouth. The truth allowed 

her to believe in Christ. After she shared her experience 

with the village people, they believed as well. Not because 

of what she said, rather they believed because they saw with 

their own eyes and listened with their own ears. Sometimes 

the truth is difficult to understand because we have been 

blinded by our own precepts. Sometimes the truth is 

difficult to hear because we have been darkened by 

distraction within our secular world. When the darkness of 

sin pulls us away from God, the life giving water of Jesus 

brings us back.�

Just like the blind man who went off to wash 

himself and came back able to see, we too have that same 

opportunity. During this time of Lent, this time of 

reflection, this time of pause in our community and nation, 

the Lord has given us the eyes of faith. As your spiritual 

father I encourage you and your family to open your eyes to 

the faith in which you have been Baptized. Lent is a time 

for prayer, a time of fasting, and a time of almsgiving and 

charitable works. This Lenten journey is no different than 

previous years, except our separation from each other. In 

your home, build your Church! Continue to pray, and pray 

hard. Pray with your heart. Our Blessed Mother will 

embrace each of us, we just need to let the love of Jesus fill 

our hearts. �

I continue to celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the 

Mass each day.  I pray for you, please pray for me. When 

we do this, we are never separated from each other. May 

God’s abundant love bless you and your loved ones.  The 

Lord has given us the eyes of faith to declare, I do believe, 

Lord.  � � � � � � � � � Yours in Christ,�

� � � � � � � � Father Francis Vivacqua�
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We thank you for your sacrificial offering of:�

� �� � � � � � � � � �   �� � � �

� �         Mar. 15�

    �� Envelopes & Loose        $ 6,479�

    �� On�line Giving                    1,060�

    �� Total�      �    � � �            $ 7,539�

�

To cover our weekly expenses, we need $11,500. 

We thank you for your sacrificial offering 

of $571 on Sunday, March 15th. To cover 

our weekly expenses we need $1,000. 

March 22, Fourth Sunday of Lent at 9:30 AM 

+Josiah Daniel Etzel                                            req. by The Family�

+ Henry Rosenzweig                           req. by The Rosenzweig Family 

Pope Francis composed a prayer to the Virgin Mary 

for protection of the world during the �

outbreak of the Coronavirus pandemic.�

��

O Mary, you always shine on our path�

as a sign of salvation and of hope.�

We entrust ourselves to you, �

Health of the Sick,�

who at the cross took part �

in Jesus’ pain, �

keeping your faith firm.�

You, Salvation of the �

Roman People,�

know what we need,�

and we are sure you will provide�

so that, as in Cana of Galilee,�

we may return to joy �

and to feasting�

after this time of trial.�

Help us, Mother of Divine Love,�

to conform to the �

will of the Father�

and to do as we are �

told by Jesus,�

who has taken upon himself �

our sufferings�

and carried our sorrows�

to lead us, through the cross,�

to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.�

��

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother 

of God. Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are 

in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious 

and blessed Virgin.�

All Masses and Activities are Cancelled 

Until Further Notice 

For further information and prayer resources please go to 

the St. Mary’s website at  

https://stmarysballstonspa.org/prayer�resources 

March 16, 2020 Mass Cancellation Update 

ALL MASSES IN THE DIOCESE OF ALBANY 

CANCELED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, 

FAITHFUL URGED TO TAKE TIME TO PRAY 

AT HOME 

Due to growing concerns and medical advice related to 

the rapid spread of COVID-19 in social settings, Bishop 

Edward B. Scharfenberger has announced that all 

regularly scheduled public Masses in the Roman 

Catholic Diocese of Albany — except weddings and 

funerals — will be canceled until further notice. 

Churches will, however, remain open for private 

prayer, pending further regulations. 

 

In addition, all Confirmations have been canceled until 

further notice and will be rescheduled. Funerals and 

weddings may be attended only by close family and in 

accordance with social distancing and capacity 

requirements. Further restrictions may force a change 

in those guidelines as we go forward. 

 

“Although we know how difficult it is for Catholics to 

be without the Mass and without the Eucharist, we 

must do our part to help ‘flatten the curve’ and stop the 

spread of COVID-19 in order to protect the most 

vulnerable among us,” Bishop Scharfenberger said 

when making the announcement. “I encourage the 

faithful to pray and fast as we continue our journey 

through this season of Lent. Try to include at least 15 

minutes of daily intentional prayer, with family where 

possible and safe. Use the Bible, say the Rosary, watch 

Mass on TV, and please remember to pray for those 

who are suffering from the Coronavirus worldwide and 

for all those in the medical community who are on the 

front lines.” 

 

The Diocese of Albany is keeping Catholics apprised of 

changes, updates and resources on its dedicated web 

page: rcda.org/coronavirus. In addition, a Faith at 

Home page includes links to livestreamed Mass, daily 

Scripture readings, saints of the day, and suggestions 

for creating a sacred space at home: rcda.org/

coronavirus/resources. 

S�. M���’
 M�

��, G������
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Public Mass ban leads to new focus on 'spiritual Communion' 

Public Masses are banned throughout Italy, but literally thousands of Masses are celebrated each day and, in 

addition to watching them on television or computer screens, the faithful can receive "spiritual Communion."�

Pope Francis, after reciting a livestreamed Angelus prayer March 15, told people, "United to Christ we are never 

alone, but instead form one body, of which he is the head. It is a union that is nourished with prayer and also 

with spiritual communion in the Eucharist, a practice that is recommended when it isn't possible to receive the 

sacrament."�

Obviously, receiving Communion is the way to participate most fully in the Mass, but it is not always possible 

for everyone to receive at every Mass, nor do many Catholics in the world even have regular access to Mass.�

The idea of "spiritual Communion" � inviting Jesus 

into one's heart and soul when receiving the actual 

sacrament isn't possible � is part of Catholic 

tradition.�

In the 1700s, St. Alphonsus Liguori wrote a special 

prayer for Spiritual Communion which can be said 

during this time when no public Masses are available. �

The Vatican's preparatory document for the 2012 

International Eucharistic Congress in Dublin said 

those who cannot receive the Eucharist can have 

spiritual Communion, declar ing their  desire to 

receiving the Eucharist and uniting "their suffering of 

that moment with the sacrifice of Jesus Christ."�

The working document for the Synod of Bishops on 

the Eucharist in 2005 addressed the idea of offering 

up the sacrifice of being unable to receive 

Communion. It said: "Spiritual Communion, for 

example, is always possible for elderly persons and 

the sick who cannot go to church. In manifesting their 

love for the Eucharist, they participate in the 

communion of saints with great spiritual benefit for 

themselves and the church. By offering their 

sufferings to God, the church is enriched."�

In "Sacramentum Caritatis," the document Pope 

Benedict XVI issued in 2007 reflecting on the synod, 

he cautioned people against thinking they had "a right 

or even an obligation" to receive the Eucharist every 

time they went to Mass.�

"Even in cases where it is not possible to receive 

sacramental Communion, participation at Mass 

remains necessary, important, meaningful and 

fruitful. In such circumstances it is beneficial to 

cultivate a desire for full union with Christ through 

the practice of spiritual Communion," Benedict 

wrote.�



 

 

��

Lenten Reflections—Sign up to receive these reflections straight 

to your inbox every morning at https://formed.org/lent-2020  

  

The Best Lent of Your Life in 3 Easy Steps 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-lent-ever  

��

��

�

��

�

1. Sign Up�It’s super easy and quick. All we need are your name and email�address.�

2. Watch Videos�You’ll receive short, inspiration videos each day to help you see some 

amazing�possibilities!�

3. Be Awesome�It’s not about testing your will power in the face of cake. It’s about becoming�the�best�

version�of�yourself.�

�

2020 Lenten Gospel Reflections and Daily Meditations from Bishop Barron 

  

Spend your time with Christ in the Gospel this Lent alongside Bishop Barron and the Word 

on Fire community. Receive these daily Gospel reflections in your inbox every morning -  

Go to https://www.lentreflections.com/  

Throughout Lent we are asked to seek our Lord in prayer, to practice self-control 

through fasting and to serve others through almsgiving (USCCB). During Lent, 

each person is invited to consider how our Lord is inviting him or her to walk with 

Him through Lent. Go to the diocesan website at https://www.rcda.org/lent 

 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany Lenten Resources�

Lenten resources available on the St. Mary’s website at  https://stmarysballstonspa.org/lent-2020  

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: http://usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/lent/index.cfm �

During Lent, we are asked to devote ourselves to seeking the Lord in prayer and reading Scripture, to service by giving alms, and to 

practice self-control through fasting. Many know of the tradition of abstaining from meat on Fridays during Lent, but we are also 

called to practice self-discipline and fast in other ways throughout the season. In addition, the giving of alms is one way to share God's 

gifts—not only through the distribution of money, but through the sharing of our time and talents. As St. John Chrysostom reminds us: 

"Not to enable the poor to share in our goods is to steal from them and deprive them of life. The goods we possess are not ours, but 

theirs." (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2446). 

“Lent is a favorable season for opening the doors to all those in need and recognizing in them the face of Christ."-- Pope Francis 

  

St. Mary’s Parish website: stmarysballstonspa.org�
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       St. Mary’s School   

           Ballston Spa 

             

  A Small School  With A Big Heart! 

Faith  * Academics  * Community�

�

Quality Catholic Education serving �

Nursery, Pre�K, Full Day Kindergarten �

through Grade 5!�

Our Mission:   St. Mary’s School provides a quality Catholic elementary education (Pre�school through Grade 5) �

guided by the Gospel’s spirit of love within an atmosphere of academic excellence that nurtures the growth in �

holiness and wholeness for each child.�

“Though your beginning was small, your future will flourish indeed.” Job 8:7�

Call for a personal tour or stop by �

for more information!�

��

518�885�7300     office@smsbspa.org�

or visit www.smsbspa.org�

��

Principal: Mrs. Lynn Fitzgerald�

Have you discerned offering your child a �

Catholic Education?  Pray about it!�

��

Enrolling now for 2020�2021school year!�

��

St. Mary’s offers Tuition assistance, Diocesan 

grants and Guardian Angel Scholarships. �
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2143 Doubleday Ave. • Ballston Spa, NY 12020

518-885-4331 • 855-885-4331
www.briarwoodflowershoppe.com
www.briarwoodflowershoppe.net

William J. Burke & Sons
Bussing & Cunniff, Inc.

Funeral Homes
Trusted Since 1878

628 North Broadway, Saratoga Springs
584-5373

www.burkefuneralhome.com
Mark Phillips • R. Thomas Armer • Daniel Decelle 

 Jeremiah J. Thompson • Nicholas D. Decelle

417 Geyser rd., 
Ballston spa, ny
538 Maple ave., 

saratoGa sprinGs, ny

587-3256
James Markwica, P.T.

www.lamarcopt.com

LaMarco
PHYSICAL THERAPY, P.C.

Ballston Spa
87 Front St.

518-363-8150

Galway
5091 Sacandaga Rd.

518-882-1225
Member FDIC

chevrolet • buick • gmc

4447 State Highway 30
Amsterdam

843-5702

1484 Saratoga Road
Ballston Spa

885-5301

Nicole DellaPorta, Agent
3257 Route 9, Suite 4
Saratoga Springs, NY
Bus: 518-587-0136
nicole@nicoledellaporta.com

Drive
happier.

Join the millions
who protect their cars 
with us. It’s one more 
way I’m here to help
life go right.™

CALL ME TODAY  
FOR A QUOTE.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company State Farm Indemnity Company
 Bloomington, IL • Texas County Mutual, Dallas, TX1601561

39 East High Street 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

518-885-6181 
www.armerfuneralhome.com

Armer
Funeral Home, Inc.

Joseph I Krongold
CIREC, CBR, SRES

LICENSED REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON

Sunrise Realty Advisors
255 Washington Ext., Suite 103 | Albany, NY 12205

O: 518-389 2001 ext 123
C: 518-867-1299

jkrongold@sunrisera.com
www.sunrisera.com

FOR SALE 
$249,900

814 Greenwood Drive, Ballston Spa, NY

The Giver of Life
Gift Shoppe

 The Place For All Your
 Catholic/Christian
 Giving Needs
 518-583-3323
658 Route 9, Gansevoort NY 12831
www.thegiveroflifegiftshoppe.com

email: thegiveroflifegiftshoppe@nycap.rr.com

SEPTIC SERVICE

885-5027
P.O. Box 236 / Ballston Spa, NY 

ImperialSepticService.com
ImperialSepticTankService@gmail.com

SPECIAL EVENTS VENUE
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF 

GROWING MEMORIES
29 Bevis Road, Schaghticoke NY 12154

libertyridgefarmny.com • 518-664-1515

Weddings 
Showers 

Graduation Parties 
Reunions 

Company Outings 
and more ...

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413
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RICH’S RT. 50 
SERVICE 

CENTER, INC.
RICH’S USED CARS

RICH & THERESA LOYA / Owners
Phone 518-885-8886
2141 Doubleday Ave.,

Ballston Spa, NY 12020

Thomas Giroux
W. Charlton

Office: 882-5009   Cell: 269-7594
Fully Insured

Certified NYS Chimney Sweep
• Chimney Cleanings Relines 

• Wood Pellet Stove Installations 
• Metal Prefab Installations 

& Masonry Repairs
chimneydoctors@nycap.rr.com

Chimney DoCtors

2620 Hermance Road
Galway, NY 12074 

518 882 9435 
www.rosarugosabandb.com

Parishioner owned

Attorney at Law

JOHN J. LABODA, JR.

587-6210
60 Woodlawn Ave., 

Saratoga Springs
Evenings & Weekends

583-2694

Luxury Senior Apartments
(518) 584-7766

100 Saratoga Blvd. 
Saratoga Springs

VALIANT
MONUMENT DESIGN

 Creating 
 Everlasting
 Memorials 
 518-399-5022

21 Midline Road •Ballstone Lake

VALIANT MONUMENT DESIGN

A loyal parish member

Sandy Hassfurter
Licensed Real Estate

Associate Broker

Blake, realtors®

376 Broadway
Saratoga Springs, NY
518-858-8194
shassfurter@bhhsblake.com

A member of the franchise system of DHH Affiliates, LLC

MEVEC
Funeral Home Inc.

William J. Mevec
Mary Ann Mevec

William J. Mevec, Jr.
Parishioner

224 Milton Avenue   885-7110
www.mevecfuneralhome.com

The Furniture House
“The Unusual as Usual”

Rt. 9P, Saratoga Lake
587-9865

Locally Owned,
Locally Operated

518-584-9131
24/7 Service

Plumbing, Heating & A/C

BURNT HILLS 399-9494
BALLSTON SPA 885-0669

PIZZA,
PIEROGIES,
CATERING,

& MORE!
(518)-882-6211 
5049 SACANDAGA RD

GALWAY, NY 12074 
www.edsdugout.com
www.facebook.com/EdsDugoutGalwayNY

Civil/Consulting Engineers
Site Planning & Design

www.BohlerEngineering.com
Chris Boyea

518.438.9900
 
 Saratoga Central
 Catholic School
 Educating Grades 6-12

Preparation For College
Values For Life

 518-587-7070 ext. 504
 www.SaratogaCatholic.org


