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�

MONDAY � August 17, (Weekday)�

7:45 AM    + James W. Reagan�

TUESDAY � August 18, (Weekday)� �

5:30 PM   �+ Patricia Henry  req. by Daughter, Mary Jo Henry  �

WEDNESDAY� August 19, (Weekday)�

7:45 AM    + Peggy D’Onofrio  req. by Joan Joyner��

THURSDAY � August 20, (St. Bernard)�

7:45 AM�    � +  Lorraine Winslow  req. by Family�

FRIDAY � August 21, (St. Pius X)�

�   NO DAILY MASS�

SATURDAY � August 22, (Twenty�First Sunday in Ordinary Time)�

4:00 PM  � + Elaine McElroy  req. by Husband, Sam McElroy�

� + Donald Benson  req. by Friend, Sam McElroy�

� + Spec. Int. of Greg & Kathy Menard, 50

th

 Wedding Anniversary  

� �� �� � req. by  Steve & Mary Wannemacher��

SUNDAY � August 23, (Twenty�First Sunday in Ordinary Time)�

8:00 AM� + Pro Populo�

10:00 AM� + James W. Reagan�

� � �+ Lisa Efraimson  req. by Claire & Chris Klemfuss�

12 Noon� + Jane Russell  req. by Family�

� � + Carmelo & Marie Beninati  req. by Catherine Robens�

T�������� S
��� �� O������ T��� � A
�
�� 16, 2020  �
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� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Readings for the �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � week of August 16�

�

Sunday:  God’s grace and mercy are promised to all.  Is 

56:1, 6�7/Ps 67/Rom 11:13�15, 29�32/Mt 15:21�28 �

Monday:  May we put God first in our lives.  Ez 24:15�24/Dt 

32/Mt 19:16�22�

Tuesday:  The kingdom of God is built on self�giving.  Ez 

28:1�10/Dt 32/Mt 19:23�30�

Wednesday:�  Let us strive to share our God�given blessings 

with others.  Ez 34:1�11/Ps 23/Mt 20:1�16�

Thursday:  Take advantage of the opportuni2es given to 

answer God’s call.  Ez 36:23�28/Ps 51/Mt 22:1�14�

Friday:�   Ezekiel’s vision serves to show that God is the 

source of all life.  Ez 37:1�14/Ps 107/Mt 22:34�40�

Saturday:�   Mary our Mother, is queen of heaven and 

earth.  Ez 43:1�7ab/Ps 85/Mt 23:1�12�

Next Sunday:�  Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.  

Is 22:19�23/Ps 138/Rom 11:33�36/Mt 16:13�20�

Does January 5

th

, 2020 

have any significance? You 

don’t have to look it up on the 

calendar, I already did. 

Sunday, January 5

th

 was the 

celebration of The Epiphany of 

the Lord, when the three Magi 

saw a bright star and followed 

it to the Christ Child. They 

traveled with great hope and 

faith. The following weekend we gathered in the school 

gymnasium to celebrate Mass. We gathered that 

weekend to hear about Jesus’ baptism by John the 

Baptist, on the banks of the Jordan River. Living out the 

Paschal Mystery we see baptism then as a dying to a 

former way of life and living now for God. Once 

baptized we are welcomed into the family of God, 

living a life in the spirit, the same spirit that animated 

the ministry of Jesus. That Sunday, we were challenged 

to recall the meaning of our own baptism and to live 

lives worthy of that call. After the Masses on Epiphany 

Sunday, we left the church with a sense of hope and 

faith to begin our new journey.  We left with hope; 

hope that we would all see each other again once we 

returned in July. We left with faith; faith reminding us 

to trust in Jesus throughout our transition, and faith to 

overcome any upcoming challenges.   �

On the Solemnity of the Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, the doors of St. Mary’s Church 

open once again. Throughout Blessed Mary’s life and 

in her glorious death, Mary points the way to Jesus and 

God the Father. In Blessed Mary’s assumption into 

heaven, she shows the promise of this heavenly harvest 

fulfilled. As followers of Christ, we too, shall be 

brought to life after our death, to celebrate a life of 

eternal joy with Jesus and Mary. How blessed we are at 

St. Mary’s to honor our mother, the mother of God.  �

We gather around together, either in church or 

on�line, to hear the Word of God and celebrate the 

Eucharist. Things may be different as we return to 

church, but if we open our hearts to God’s grace, we 

will patiently get through this new journey together. I 

pray that everyone is willing to accept the notion that 

our reopening is a process. There are many decisions 

which needed to be taken into consideration and the 

Safety Committee has spent countless hours trying to 

prepare for this weekend. As of now, all Masses will be 

celebrated at the main church in Ballston Spa. Out of 

generosity, we are asking parishioners to consider 

attending any of the Masses during the week, Saturday�

Thursday. This will assist us in accommodating more 

parishioners throughout the week, rather just Saturday 

and Sunday. �

�

� Yours in Christ,�

� Father Francis Vivacqua�

Father in heaven,�

all creation rightly gives you praise,�

for all life and all holiness come from you.�

In the plan of your wisdom�

she who bore the Christ in her womb�

was raised body and soul in �

glory to be with him in heaven.�

May we follow her example �

in reflecting your holiness�

and join in her hymn of �

endless love and praise.�

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

Amen.�



St. Mary’s Parish website: stmarysballstonspa.org�

From Our Seminarian,  �

Nathaniel Resila�

�

When one thinks of a heroic or 

courageous occupation, what 

typically comes to mind? If you 

are anything like me, you likely 

think of soldiers, policemen, 

firemen or emergency 

responders. After all, they put 

their bodily lives on the line each 

and every day out of service to 

their community and nation. 

Many, in fact, have paid the 

ultimate price of their own life. 

Other occupations or 

vocations�marriage and the 

family, priesthood and the religious life�likely come to mind 

as well. The likely reason that these occupations or vocations 

rightly strike us as heroic or courageous is because of what 

lies at their heart: sacrifice. Though the specific type of 

sacrifice will manifest itself differently, we as human beings 

are naturally hardwired to have a tremendous degree of 

respect and admiration for people who sacrifice and selflessly 

give of themselves for the good of others: goodness purely 

for goodness’ sake.   �

� �

This all makes sense when considered through the lens of 

supernatural faith. Because we are created in God’s holy 

image, our very purpose is to love and serve Him in this life 

and be happy with Him for eternity in Heaven. We are meant 

for the goodness, beauty and truth of God. This is why we 

naturally tend to respect and appreciate such properties in 

other people. Sacrificial manners of living and work point us 

toward the Sacrifice of all sacrifices, Jesus Christ pouring 

Himself out for us to the Father to make eternal life possible 

for us on the Cross. It is this perfect Sacrifice on Calvary that 

God draws us into through the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. �

� �

As Pope St. Pius X tells us, “The Holy Mass is a prayer itself, 

even the highest prayer that exists. It is the sacrifice, 

dedicated by our Redeemer at the Cross, and repeated every 

day on the altar.” It is through the Mass that Christ’s sacrificial 

death is made present to us. No, Christ is not re�sacrificed, 

nor is the Mass simply a symbolic depiction. Rather, the Mass 

is the re�presentation to us of the one, perfect sacrifice of 

Christ through the person of the priest. Through the Mass, we 

are transported to the Cross and united with Christ Our Divine 

Redeemer together with the priest. Through the hands and 

holy words of the priest, we offer nothing less than Christ 

Himself to God the Father. This is why it is so important that 

we unite ourselves as best we can to the priest through our 

prayers�both spoken and silent. �

Funeral Ministry Help Needed 

St. Mary’s Church wishes to accompany those who are 

grieving and to show the Light of Jesus Christ Risen to 

those whose hearts are broken. The St. Mary’s Funeral 

Ministry is seeking men and women to assist with this 

important ministry. People are needed to help with getting 

the Church ready for the funeral, as well as offering 

hospitality to visitors by greeting funeral-goers, answering 

basic  questions, and assisting during the Mass. Funerals 

are usually held during the daytime hours, occasionally on 

Saturday morning. This ministry gives so much comfort to 

mourners; just your presence says that St. Mary’s cares. If 

you feel called to this ministry, please contact Ann 

McCauley at ann.mccauley@rcda.org or at 518-885-7411 

for more information.  

Though the specific act of sacrifice itself is performed by the 

priest�for only his hands are consecrated and anointed to offer 

such liturgical sacrifice in persona Christi�the overall sacrifice 

of Christ belongs to the whole Church. This means that each 

and every one of us�myself chiefly included�should seriously 

reflect on the prayers we are saying at Mass. I am often guilty 

of simply saying the prayers by rote without actually 

considering the meaning and awesome power to the words I 

am so privileged to be able to say! Indeed, the sacrifice being 

offered to the Father is not only the priest’s, but ours as well. 

We offer ourselves and Christ through the priest: we are bound 

together in holy sacrifice. This is why the specifics of the 

prayers matter so much! Indeed, as St. Pius X says, “If you 

wish to hear Mass as it should be heard, you must follow with 

eye, heart, and mouth all that happens at the altar. Further, you 

must pray with the Priest the holy words said by him in the 

Name of Christ and which Christ says by him.” �

�

The precise words that we use are prescribed by the Church so 

that we can unite our sacrifice with the priest’s in as fruitful a 

manner as possible. Fidelity to the specific words the Church 

desires for us to say therefore matters. This is especially true 

when we consider the words that we say right before the priest 

begins the Eucharistic Canon of the Mass�the part where the 

bread and wine become Christ’s Body and Blood: “May the 

Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and 

glory of His name, for our good and the good of all His 

holy Church.” The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass�Jesus Christ 

on the Cross�is offered specifically to God the Father through 

the power of the Holy Spirit. This is why we say “His name” and 

“His Church” rather than the less�specific “God’s name” and 

“God’s Church.” The third�person Divine Pronoun, His, refers 

specifically to the Father here. As Christians, we are privileged 

to be able to relate to God in such an intimate way; this is why 

specificity over generality is often called for in our prayers and 

liturgies. Some prayers are directed toward the Son, others to 

the Holy Spirit; this prayer as well as the entire Mass, however, 

is directed specifically to the Father. �

�

Though each of the three Persons of the Blessed Trinity are, of 

course, equally God, our language here illustrates that these 

three Persons are distinct from One Another. God, in the 

Second Person of Jesus Christ, offers Himself in perfect love to 

the Father through the Holy Spirit. This is the great Sacred 

Mystery that we baptized sons and daughters of the Church are 

privileged to take part in. The precise prayers and the words 

not only help the priest to offer a worthy and reverent sacrifice 

in the person of Christ to God the Father, but also help us to 

better appreciate and benefit from the precious treasure that is 

the Most Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. May Our Lady, the Mother 

of the Holy Eucharist, help us to enter into this Heavenly Liturgy 

with great reverence and fervor! �

� � � � � �    �

 United to you all in Christ the High Priest,�

 Nathaniel Resila, Seminarian �
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We thank you for your sacrificial offering of:�� �

� ��   ��                                           �

                                         � � � � August 9 �

            � Envelopes & Loose    �$ 4,348�       �

    � � On�line Giving             �    4,482� �                     

� � � Total�  $   8,830�� �

�

To cover our weekly expenses, we need $11,500. 

��

St. Mary’s Parish Census:  �

��

We continue with the imperative task of updating our parish database. A 

burdensome task, yet beneficial to all. Just a reminder, we have requested 

that all parishioners who registered with the parish prior to 2019, complete 

a Parish Registration form. We still have several hundred individuals/

families whose information is inaccurate and need to be updated. Again, it 

is essential that this information is current; updated to assist us in 

ministering to our large congregation. There are many reasons to register 

with our parish:�

� A�sense�of�belonging and�identity�in�the St. Mary’s�parish community 

and a�commitment�to�practice�your�faith.�

� Registration enables the staff and me to get to know you better, to 

welcome you and to minister to you. �

� This is especially important during a time of crisis so that the pastoral 

staff can attend to your spiritual needs and the needs of your family.�

� Registration helps you stay connected with St. Mary’s and helps our 

parish stay connected with you. �

� Providing all of your contact information is important:�

��Email addresses are critical to provide families with timely 

communications regarding parish activities and emergency situations 

such as snow 

cancelations, closing of 

parish buildings, etc.�

��Birth dates are also 

important�during the 

pandemic we reached 

out to all our seniors and 

if we don’t have your 

date of birth, we aren’t 

aware you are a senior.�

� If you use offertory 

envelopes or online 

giving, you will be able 

to receive a year�end 

statement of your 

donations for income tax 

purposes if you are 

registered.   �

��

��

��

��

� Registered active members are eligible for sponsor/

godparent validation.�

��

In the first phase of resuming Masses, everyone will have to 

pre�register for Mass, as we are limited to 100 seats per Mass. 

We are conscious of the large crowds at our Masses in the 

past, and out of respect for current/active parishioners we will 

use our updated database for seating. Therefore, this 

information will be required as part of attendance at liturgy to 

meet the required criteria of re�opening. �

��

Please access the registration form on the St. Mary’s website 

at https://stmarysballstonspa.org/register�as�a�parishioner and 

complete both front and back, and return by: dropping off at 

the parish office, mailing to the parish office, or by sending via 

email to ann.mccauley@rcda.org. If you do not have internet 

access, please call the office and we will gladly mail you a 

form to update your information. Thank you for your help with 

this important endeavor!�

Cardinal 

Bernardin �

New 

Leadership �

Award 

Nominations�



�

Pastor�

� � Rev. Francis R. Vivacqua�

Deacon�

� � Ronald Hogan�

� � ronald.hogan@rcda.org�

Pastoral Associate for Administration�

� � Mary Clarke�

� � mary.clarke@rcda.org�

Pastoral Associate for Parish Life�

� � Ann McCauley�

� � ann.mccauley@rcda.org�

Receptionist�

� � Maureen Pelletier�

� � maureen.pelletier@rcda.org�

Youth Minister�

� � Jake Stomieroski�

� � jake.stomieroski@rcda.org�

Director of Religious Education�

� � Vicki Schuette�

� � vicki.schuette@rcda.org�

St. Mary’s Parish website: stmarysballstonspa.org�

PARISH �

STAFF�
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       St. Mary’s School   

           Ballston Spa 

             

  A Small School  With A Big Heart! 

Faith  * Academics  * Community�

�

Quality Catholic Education serving �

Nursery, Pre�K, Full Day Kindergarten �

through Grade 5!�

Our Mission:   St. Mary’s School provides a quality Catholic elementary education (Pre�school through Grade 5) �

guided by the Gospel’s spirit of love within an atmosphere of academic excellence that nurtures the growth in �

holiness and wholeness for each child.�

“Though your beginning was small, your future will flourish indeed.” Job 8:7�

Call for a personal tour or stop by �

for more information!�

��

518�885�7300     office@smsbspa.org�

or visit www.smsbspa.org�

��

Principal: Mrs. Lynn Fitzgerald�

Have you discerned offering your child a �

Catholic Education?  Pray about it!�

��

Enrolling now for 2020�2021school year!�

��

St. Mary’s offers Tuition assistance, Diocesan 

grants and Guardian Angel Scholarships. �

2020 �2021 Registration�

Join our “Small School with a Big Heart”�

��

Traditional Values�21st Century Learning�

��

�� An education rooted in Catholic values & faith 

formation�

�� A strong academic program focused on 

fundamental skills, creativity, critical thinking, 

and communication�

�� Balanced curriculum that integrates the latest 

technology�

�� Art, Library, Music, Physical Education, Spanish, 

Technology�

�� A SAFE and WELCOMING environment for all!�

��

Call or visit our website for more information.�

��

*Tuition assistance and Guardian Angel Scholarships 

are available for those who qualify.�

St. Mary’s School prepares for reopening!�

�

“Give Thanks to the Lord, who is Good, 

whose Love Endures Forever.”  �

(1Chronicles 16:34)�

�

We are excited to welcome our students back to 

our school building!  Our planning team is moving 

forward in accordance with  guidance from the 

NYS Department of  Health and NYSED Office of 

Non�public Schools to open St. Mary’s School on 

site, in person, for a full schedule in  September.  

We have considered the sizes of our classrooms 

and are looking at all available spaces in the 

school to ensure the proper safety measures as 

outlined in these documents are followed to keep 

our children and staff safe and healthy.  �

�

For those students who are not able to attend in  

person, or for families who are not comfortable 

with having their children return on site, we will 

have a remote 

learning 

option. �

�

As always, all 

planning is 

done with the 

children’s best 

interest in 

mind. �

Our goal is to continue providing a strong faith�

based education that celebrates each child in an 

environment that is safe for the  physical and 

mental well�being of all. We have a team of 

teachers working to put together fun activities 

and themes to support the social�emotional 

aspects of learning and growing.  New processes 

and  procedures put in place will help us to do this 

and still maintain a kind, loving and nurturing 

atmosphere.�

�

Our full reopening plan will be posted on our 

school website at : www.smsbspa.org�
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2143 Doubleday Ave. • Ballston Spa, NY 12020

518-885-4331 • 855-885-4331
www.briarwoodflowershoppe.com
www.briarwoodflowershoppe.net

William J. Burke & Sons
Bussing & Cunniff, Inc.

Funeral Homes
Trusted Since 1878

628 North Broadway, Saratoga Springs
584-5373

www.burkefuneralhome.com
Mark Phillips • R. Thomas Armer • Daniel Decelle 

 Jeremiah J. Thompson • Nicholas D. Decelle

417 Geyser rd., 
Ballston spa, ny
538 Maple ave., 

saratoGa sprinGs, ny

587-3256
James Markwica, P.T.

www.lamarcopt.com

LaMarco
PHYSICAL THERAPY, P.C.

Ballston Spa
87 Front St.

518-363-8150

Galway
5091 Sacandaga Rd.

518-882-1225
Member FDIC

chevrolet • buick • gmc

4447 State Highway 30
Amsterdam

843-5702

1484 Saratoga Road
Ballston Spa

885-5301

Nicole DellaPorta, Agent
3257 Route 9, Suite 4
Saratoga Springs, NY
Bus: 518-587-0136
nicole@nicoledellaporta.com

Drive
happier.

Join the millions
who protect their cars 
with us. It’s one more 
way I’m here to help
life go right.™

CALL ME TODAY  
FOR A QUOTE.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company State Farm Indemnity Company
 Bloomington, IL • Texas County Mutual, Dallas, TX1601561

39 East High Street 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

518-885-6181 
www.armerfuneralhome.com

Armer
Funeral Home, Inc.Funeral Home, Inc.

The Giver of Life
Gift Shoppe

 The Place For All Your
 Catholic/Christian
 Giving Needs
 518-583-3323
658 Route 9, Gansevoort NY 12831
www.thegiveroflifegiftshoppe.com

email: thegiveroflifegiftshoppe@nycap.rr.com

SEPTIC SERVICE

885-5027
P.O. Box 236 / Ballston Spa, NY 

ImperialSepticService.com
ImperialSepticTankService@gmail.com

SPECIAL EVENTS VENUE
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF 

GROWING MEMORIES
29 Bevis Road, Schaghticoke NY 12154

libertyridgefarmny.com • 518-664-1515

Weddings 
Showers 

Graduation Parties 
Reunions 

Company Outings 
and more ...

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

You owe it to yourself to 
experience the 

Krongold difference!

Joseph I Krongold
CIREC, CBR, SRES

LICENSED REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON

Sunrise Realty Advisors
255 Washington Ext., Suite 103

Albany, NY 12205

O: 518-389 2001 ext 123
C: 518-867-1299

jkrongold@sunrisera.com
www.sunrisera.com

Seniors Real Estate Specialist®

CONTACT ME FOR MY FULL 
30 POINT MARKETING PLAN!
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RICH’S RT. 50 
SERVICE 

CENTER, INC.
RICH’S USED CARS

RICH & THERESA LOYA / Owners
Phone 518-885-8886
2141 Doubleday Ave.,

Ballston Spa, NY 12020

Thomas Giroux
W. Charlton

Office: 882-5009   Cell: 269-7594
Fully Insured

Certified NYS Chimney Sweep
• Chimney Cleanings Relines 

• Wood Pellet Stove Installations 
• Metal Prefab Installations 

& Masonry Repairs
chimneydoctors@nycap.rr.com

Chimney DoCtors

2620 Hermance Road
Galway, NY 12074 

518 882 9435 
www.rosarugosabandb.com

Parishioner owned

Luxury Senior Apartments
(518) 584-7766

100 Saratoga Blvd. 
Saratoga Springs

VALIANT
MONUMENT DESIGN

 Creating 
 Everlasting
 Memorials 
 518-399-5022

21 Midline Road •Ballstone Lake

VALIANT MONUMENT DESIGN

A loyal parish member

Sandy Hassfurter
Licensed Real Estate

Associate Broker

Blake, realtors®

376 Broadway
Saratoga Springs, NY
518-858-8194
shassfurter@bhhsblake.com

A member of the franchise system of DHH Affiliates, LLC

MEVEC
Funeral Home Inc.

William J. Mevec
Mary Ann Mevec

William J. Mevec, Jr.
Parishioner

224 Milton Avenue   885-7110
www.mevecfuneralhome.com

The Furniture House
“The Unusual as Usual”

Rt. 9P, Saratoga Lake
587-9865

BURNT HILLS 399-9494
BALLSTON SPA 885-0669

Civil/Consulting Engineers
Site Planning & Design

www.BohlerEngineering.com
Chris Boyea

518.438.9900
 
 Saratoga Central
 Catholic School
 Educating Grades 6-12

Preparation For College
Values For Life

 518-587-7070 ext. 504
 www.SaratogaCatholic.org

THIS SPACE IS


