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MONDAY � Feb. 22 (The Chair of St. Peter)�

7:45 AM  �  +   William Fitzgerald req. by family�

� � � � � �   +   Gladys Caputo req. by husband, John�

TUESDAY � Feb. 23�

5:30 PM  �  +   Joan Flatley req. by Agnes Mohr�� � � � �  �   �� � �

WEDNESDAY� Feb. 24�

7:45 AM    +   Cheryl Dowling req. by Marzloff family�

THURSDAY � Feb. 25�

7:45 AM�   +  David Knapp req. by Knapp family�

FRIDAY � Feb. 26 (No Mass)�

SATURDAY � Feb. 27�

4:00 PM  �  +   Elaine McElroy req. by� Sam McElroy� � �

� � � � � �   +   Patricia, Michael, and William Henry �� �            �

� � � � � �     � � � req. by Mary Jo Henry��

� � � � �      +   Beatrice Braim req. by Nancy & Art McDonald�

SUNDAY � Feb. 28�

8:00 AM�   +   Pro Populo�

� � � � �      +   Rebecca Dobie req. by husband, Phil�

� � � � � �   +   Kathy Mattrazzo req. by Colangelo family�

10:00 AM�  +   Mary and Alan Weissman req. by children�

12 Noon��   +   Joan Flatley req. by Doris Smith�
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Readings for the week of February 21, 2021�

Sunday: If we go into the deser t with Jesus this Lent, his grace 

will move us forward in our life of faith. Gn 9:8�15/Ps 25:4�5, 6�7, 8

�9 [cf. 10]/1 Pt 3:18�22/Mk 1:12�1 �

Monday: The author ity symbolized by the chair  of Peter  is 

established by God for the care and salvation of his people. 1 Pt 5:1�

4/Ps 23:1�3a, 4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 16:13�1 �

Tuesday: The word of God bears life�giving fruit. Is 55:10�11/Ps 

34:4�5, 6�7, 16�17, 18�19 [18b]/Mt 6:7�15  �

Wednesday: The sign of Jonah is an invitation to repent�to turn 

from evil ways and accept the mercy of the Father. Jon 3:1�10/Ps 

51:3�4, 12�13, 18�19 [19b]/Lk 11:29�32  �

Thursday: Praising God in prayer leads us to greater love, greater 

trust, and greater faith in him. Est C:12, 14�16, 23�25/Ps 138:1�2ab, 

2cde�3, 7c�8 [3a]/Mt 7:7�12  �

Friday: Let us strive to turn away from sin and grow in virtue. Ez 

18:21�28/Ps 130:1�2, 3�4, 5�7a, 7bc�8 [3]/Mt 5:20�2 �

Saturday: Observe God’s laws with all your heart and with all your 

soul. Dt 26:16�19/Ps 119:1�2, 4�5, 7�8 [1b]/Mt 5:43�4 �

Next Sunday:� On the Mount of the Transfiguration, Jesus is 

revealed to his disciples as God’s beloved Son. Gn 22:1�2, 9a, 10�

13, 15�18/Ps 116:10, 15, 16�17, 18�19 [9]/Rom 8:31b�34/Mk 9:2�10�

We thank you for your sacrificial offering of:  �� �    � �

� Feb. 14�

       Envelopes & Loose         $ 7,651�       �

       On�line Giving                    4,562� �                     �

        Total           � $12,213�

�To cover our weekly expenses, we need $11,500. 

Pledging Lent Together�

�

� The journey of Lent is both personal and communal. To enrich 

our spiritual journey of the 40 days of Lent as a faith community, 

we will Pledge Lent Together. There is a tradition in some 

parishes of removing the Holy Water from the fonts near the 

doors to emphasize Jesus being in the desert for 40 days. It is in 

the desert Jesus promised to serve God. �

� In the bulletins you will find a Pledge Card. The wallet�sized 

card will have a different pledge for each week inspired by that 

Sunday’s Gospel, and will be a different color each week. This 

card can be cut out an placed in your wallet, purse, pocket, Bible, 

or any place that is in arms reach. As the week goes on, we are all 

encouraged to reflect upon the message of the Gospel, as a parish, 

and journey through Lent together!�

� Each Sunday when you come to Mass you may place your 

Pledge Card in the vase as a symbol to demonstrate what we have 

focused on for the previous week. Together, let us pray and �

increase our devotion to Christ’s teachings.�

J + M + J�

First Week of Lent: Jesus enters the desert, �

Keep my promises. (Mark 1:12�15)�

In the desert Jesus promised to serve the one, true God. Life 

would be much easier if we followed one simple rule: I will do 

what I say I’m going to do. If I promise to be home at 5:00, I 

won’t casually walk in at 5:15. If I say I will exercise every day, 

then I put on those walking shoes. Breaking promises takes a lot 

of energy�ours and that of our loved ones. �

This week let’s do what we say we are going to do. �

Pledge Card � Cut out and bring with you�

��
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Jesus falls the second  

time 

Jesus meets the women  

of Jerusalem 

Jesus falls the third time 

Jesus is stripped of  

His garments 

Jesus falls the first time Jesus meets His mother 

Veronica wipes the face  

of Jesus 

Simon helps Jesus carry  

His cross 

Jesus is Condemned to die 

Jesus takes up His cross 

Stations of the Cross �

from Our Newly Renovated Church�

Stations of the Cross�

In the Stations of the Cross we follow �

in the footsteps of Jesus during his passion �

and death on the cross.�

We adore you, O Christ and we praise You.�

Because by Your holy Cross, �

You have redeemed the world.�

Jesus is nailed to  

the cross 

Jesus dies on the cross 

Jesus is taken down from 

the cross 

Jesus is laid in the tomb 
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Enjoy a free subscription to FORMED purchased 

by St. Mary’s Church for you! Entertaining movies, 

enlightening study series, inspiring talks, and a 

great selection of popular ebooks�all in one place! �

To set up your free account, go to 

stmarysballstonspa.formed.org and follow the �

instructions. Formed Daily Reflections https://

watch.formed.org/formeddailyreflections�

LENTEN SCHEDULE �

We will continue with our regular weekly Mass schedule. �

DAILY MASS DURING LENT�

7:45AM MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, and THURSDAY �

5:30PM TUESDAY�

Confessions after Mass�

STATIONS OF THE CROSS �

FRIDAYS DURING LENT�

6:00 PM FRIDAYS�

�

� � � � � � � � �   �

Liturgy Lessons Part 2 

��

What is “Liturgy?”�

As we dive into our “Liturgy Lessons,” it is important to 

define what is meant by the term “Liturgy.” In its ancient 

Greek origins, it was used to describe work done for the 

people. By “Sacred Liturgy,” the Church is saying that it is 

the worship of God meant for the people to participate in. It 

is the means for us to not only give God proper worship, 

but also for the outpouring of graces He longs to give us 

through the Sacraments. As we go forward, we will learn 

how the Sacred Liturgy is steeped in traditions going back 

to our Jewish roots, the people God revealed Right Worship 

to in the book of Exodus at the Passover and how Jesus 

made that Passover meal complete at the Last Supper and 

His Crucifixion. �

Enjoy the Convenience of Online Giving�

Thank you to the families and visitors that have given �

one�time or recurring donation through our website! If you have 

not taken advantage of the convenience and simplicity of online 

giving, you can do so from any device by visiting: 

stmaryballstonspa.org/on�line�donations. Giving online is simple 

and secure. Give a one�time gift or schedule ongoing donations 

using your checking account or debit/credit card.�Please select 

the giving option that works best for you and your family. �

Thank you for your generosity! If you no longer wish to receive 

envelopes please call the office.�

Friday are days of abstinence. As a sign of our  

penance, we preserve for the Diocese of Albany 

the custom of abstinence from meat on Fridays of 

Lent. Abstinence binds all Catholics who are 14 

years of age and older. Fast binds all Catholics 

who are 18 years of age but not yet 59. Fasting 

refers to the quality of food eaten. Traditionally, fasting calls for 

only one full meal per day. By retaining these traditions for our 

Diocese we do not intend that they be interpreted as laws binding 

under pain of sin, but as customs from which we will not hold 

ourselves lightly excused. They are expressions of our desire to 

be converted in our hearts, to be reconciled with each other, and 

to love our neighbor.�

Prayers heal those who are sick. Each Tuesday at the �

Novena to the Miraculous Medal Mass, we will light a Blue 

Votive Candle to be placed in front of Our Blessed Mother. 

Please remember in your prayers all those members of our 

parish family who are sick or suffering in any way, especially 

those in hospitals, nursing homes and homebound.�

Wrap someone in prayer�

� Over the winter months the Prayer Shawl Ministry members have been 

busy knitting and crocheting prayer shawls, lap robes, and baby blankets. 

We have a large selection and encourage you to request one for family 

and friends in need of spiritual strength and for those grieving, sick, or 

suffering. Prayer shawls and baby blankets make wonderful gifts to �

celebrate births and joyous occasions. Each handwoven garment begins 

and ends with a special prayer for the recipient. The shawls are packaged 

and include a card, prayers, and explanation of its meaning. The 

recipient’s name and intention will be added to the Sisters of St Joseph’s 

prayer list. There is no charge, but 

donations are accepted for the 

purchase of yarn.  For more 

information, call Dianne Tarity (518)

369�5753 or Joan Ottaway (518)309�

4177.�

  A Special Gift of Prayer �

Seeking Cantors �

If you feel God calling you to share your musical �

talents of singing, please contact Allison �

Mendenhall at the parish office: (518) 885�7411 �

or by email: Allison.Mendenhall@rcda.org�

He who sings prays twice�

Thank you to our parishioners, �

Mark and Ashley Buonomo, St. Mary’s parish has a 

Lenten Subscription to Hallow. Hallow is a Catholic 

prayer and meditation app that helps users deepen their 

relationship with God through audio�guided �

contemplative prayer sessions. No money required. �

To get started, simply visit, �

https://hallow.com/stmarysballston�
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WEEKEND MASS SIGN UP�

Please remember to sign up for Mass no �

later than 12 PM Noon on Fridays for the 

upcoming weekend Masses.�

Thank you for your cooperation.�

Our inability to conduct yearly fundraisers has left us 

in need. We graciously ask that donations be mailed to �

Birthright, PO Box 661, Ballston Spa, NY 12020. 

Birthright volunteers offer truth, unconditional love, 

and hope to pregnant women while your donations �

offer the financial support to keep us going.�Thank you 

for your faithfulness and generosity.�If you know of a 

young woman in need of support through her 

pregnancy, please have her contact us at 518�885�4117.�

Enrich Your Faith�

Novena to Miraculous Medal�

Tuesday at 5:30pm�

Followed by Mass�

confessions after Mass�

Eucharistic �

Adoration �

You are invited to spend a little 

extra time with Jesus by joining 

us for Eucharistic Adoration �

before every Mass�

Reminder: Please do not leave anything in the 

church, pews, vestibules or entrances. This 

includes your mail, newsletters, and leaflets. 

Thank you�

Our Lady Queen of Peace Prayer Group�

�

Meets every other Tuesday night �

after Mass, Feb. 23, March 9, 23 �

All are welcome�

Consecration to the Holy Family �

visit the website�

stmarysballstonspa.org�

Spring Campaign February 17 � March 28�

Parishioner, Colleen Grabb, has been named director of the local, 

Schenectady 40 Days for Life. The Schenectady team is looking 

for prayerful witnesses for life. Help save �

lives by praying for an end to abortion in your 

community. Sign up for a vigil time.�

www.40daysforLife.com/schenectady �

For more information, �

please contact Colleen Grabb �

colleengrabb@gmail.com  518�930�8814�

We are still in need of volunteers for each Mass. It takes many 

hands to ensure we have Mass every weekend. If you are attending 

Mass anyway, please consider helping. Thank you!�

Direct Care Volunteers Needed: �

The Gateway House of Peace, and end of life home 

that provides hospice care is in great need of licensed 

or retired health care volunteers. Please contact �

Executive Director, Bethany Gonyea 

at�bgonyea@gatewayhouseofpeace.org��

for more information.�

First Saturday Devotion�

Please join us Saturday, March 6 at 3:00pm �

We will be meditating on the mysteries of the Holy �

Rosary. The Mother of God left for all Christians fifteen 

promises to those who recite the Holy Rosary. Her first 

promise is: “Whoever shall faithfully serve me by the 

recitation of the Rosary, shall receive signal graces.”�

We ask that when you select a seat for the Rosary �

you keep that seat for Mass. Thank you.�

Pastor�

� �   Rev. Francis R. Vivacqua�

Deacon�

� �   Ronald Hogan�

� �      ronald.hogan@rcda.org�

Administration�

� �    Mary Clarke�

� �      mary.clarke@rcda.org�

� �    Eva Loucks�

� �      eva.loucks@rcda.org�

Parish Secretary�

� �    Maureen Pelletier�

� �      maureen.pelletier@rcda.org�

Music�

� Music/Choir Director �

� �    Allison Mendenhall, �

� �       allison.mendenhall@rcda.org�

� Contemporary Choir�

� � � Diana Bisnett �

� � � � 518�885�7411�

PARISH STAFF�

Director of Religious Education�

� �    Vicki Schuette�

� �      vicki.schuette@rcda.org�

Youth Minister�

� �    Jake Stomieroski�

� �      jake.stomieroski@rcda.org�

St. Mary’s Parish School�

� �    Lynn Fitzgerald, Principal  �

           office@smsbspa.org�

        Jillian Laurenzo, School Counselor �

           jlaurenzo@smsbspa.org�
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       St. Mary’s School   

           Ballston Spa 

             

  A Small School  With A Big Heart! 

Our Mission:   St. Mary’s School provides a quality Catholic elementary education (Pre�school through Grade 5) �

guided by the Gospel’s spirit of love within an atmosphere of academic excellence that nurtures the growth in �

holiness and wholeness for each child.�

Faith  * Academics  * Community�

�

Quality Catholic Education serving �

Nursery, Pre�K, Full Day Kindergarten �

through Grade 5!�

Call for a personal tour or stop by for more information!�

518�885�7300   office@smsbspa.org   or   visit www.smsbspa.org   Principal: Mrs. Lynn Fitzgerald�

Our 4th grade class has been very busy! We just finished reading the 

adventure novel, From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler; about 

two young  siblings who runaway to the Metropolitan Museum of Art to solve 

the mystery of “Angel” a statue by Michelangelo.�

    We are preparing for the 100th day of school by learning about Cuba and the 

way the world was 100 years ago.  We are fortunate to have Mrs. Laurenzo 

teach us and share her 96 year old grandmother, affectionately known as 

“Gaga”! We will be interviewing her on the 100th day. The 4th graders will 

compare and contrast the cost of things and how life was different then and 

now.�

    Valentine’s Day was all things cupcakes.  We made them in class together, 

noting how to use fractions and doubling a recipe.  We made a graph of the 

toppings and of course, enjoyed eating them as we traded well quarantined 

Valentines. �

     In Science we have been learning about how our eyes see color.  This led 

into our Family Life study of the 

colors of the rainbow and the 

emotions we all have and how we 

learn to express them.�

    We are excited for our Winter 

Break and will return ready to lead 

our school at Mass that week.�

Join our “Small School with a Big Heart”�

Traditional Values�21st Century Learning�

�� An education rooted in Catholic values & faith formation�

�� A strong academic program focused on fundamental skills, 

creativity, critical thinking, and communication�

�� Balanced curriculum that integrates the latest technology�

�� Art, Library, Music, Physical Education, Spanish, Technology�

�� A SAFE and WELCOMING environment for all!�

�

Call or visit our website for more information.�

�

*Tuition assistance and Guardian Angel Scholarships are available for those who qualify.�
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2143 Doubleday Ave. • Ballston Spa, NY 12020

518-885-4331 • 855-885-4331
www.briarwoodflowershoppe.com
www.briarwoodflowershoppe.net

William J. Burke & Sons
Bussing & Cunniff, Inc.

Funeral Homes
Trusted Since 1878

628 North Broadway, Saratoga Springs
584-5373

www.burkefuneralhome.com
Mark Phillips • R. Thomas Armer • Daniel Decelle 

 Jeremiah J. Thompson • Nicholas D. Decelle

417 Geyser rd., 
Ballston spa, ny
538 Maple ave., 

saratoGa sprinGs, ny

587-3256
James Markwica, P.T.

www.lamarcopt.com

LaMarco
PHYSICAL THERAPY, P.C.

Ballston Spa
87 Front St.

518-363-8150

Galway
5091 Sacandaga Rd.

518-882-1225
Member FDIC

chevrolet • buick • gmc

4447 State Highway 30
Amsterdam

843-5702

1484 Saratoga Road
Ballston Spa

885-5301

Nicole DellaPorta, Agent
3257 Route 9, Suite 4
Saratoga Springs, NY
Bus: 518-587-0136
nicole@nicoledellaporta.com

Drive
happier.

Join the millions
who protect their cars 
with us. It’s one more 
way I’m here to help
life go right.™

CALL ME TODAY  
FOR A QUOTE.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company State Farm Indemnity Company
 Bloomington, IL • Texas County Mutual, Dallas, TX1601561

39 East High Street 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

518-885-6181 
www.armerfuneralhome.com

Armer
Funeral Home, Inc.Funeral Home, Inc.

The Giver of Life
Gift Shoppe

 The Place For All Your
 Catholic/Christian
 Giving Needs
 518-338-8574
www.thegiveroflifegiftshoppe.com
email: thegiveroflifegiftshoppe@nycap.rr.com

SEPTIC SERVICE

885-5027
P.O. Box 236 / Ballston Spa, NY 

ImperialSepticService.com
ImperialSepticTankService@gmail.com

SPECIAL EVENTS VENUE
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF 

GROWING MEMORIES
29 Bevis Road, Schaghticoke NY 12154

libertyridgefarmny.com • 518-664-1515

Weddings 
Showers 

Graduation Parties 
Reunions 

Company Outings 
and more ...

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413
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RICH’S RT. 50 
SERVICE 

CENTER, INC.
RICH’S USED CARS

RICH & THERESA LOYA / Owners
Phone 518-885-8886
2141 Doubleday Ave.,

Ballston Spa, NY 12020

Thomas Giroux
W. Charlton

Office: 882-5009   Cell: 269-7594
Fully Insured

Certified NYS Chimney Sweep
• Chimney Cleanings Relines 

• Wood Pellet Stove Installations 
• Metal Prefab Installations 

& Masonry Repairs
chimneydoctors@nycap.rr.com

Chimney DoCtors

2620 Hermance Road
Galway, NY 12074 

518 882 9435 
www.rosarugosabandb.com

Parishioner owned

Luxury Senior Apartments
(518) 584-7766

100 Saratoga Blvd. 
Saratoga Springs

VALIANT
MONUMENT DESIGN

 Creating 
 Everlasting
 Memorials 
 518-399-5022

21 Midline Road •Ballstone Lake

VALIANT MONUMENT DESIGN

MEVEC
Funeral Home Inc.

William J. Mevec
Mary Ann Mevec

William J. Mevec, Jr.
Parishioner

224 Milton Avenue   885-7110
www.mevecfuneralhome.com

The Furniture House
“The Unusual as Usual”

Rt. 9P, Saratoga Lake
587-9865

BURNT HILLS 399-9494
BALLSTON SPA 885-0669

Civil/Consulting Engineers
Site Planning & Design

www.BohlerEngineering.com
Chris Boyea

518.438.9900
 
 Saratoga Central
 Catholic School
 Educating Grades 6-12

Preparation For College
Values For Life

 518-587-7070 ext. 5
 www.SaratogaCatholic.org

THIS SPACE IS

OLD THINGS, NEW STUFF 
and more

“Where pleasant surprises await”
215 Milton Avenue (1st Floor)

Ballston Spa, NY 12020
518-309-3989
Now open
Thursday-Sunday
Check our Facebook page 
for regular and holiday 
hours, closures and promotions.

Vintage Collections • Gourmet Products
Kitchenware • Antiques • Pet Treats 

Toiletries • Jewelry • Home Decor

• Disinfecting
• Trash Bin Cleaning
• Commercial and Residential
• Power Washing
• Home Owner Associations
• Group Discounts

518-934-1316
www.shinybinscleaning.com


