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�

MONDAY � July 26 (Sts. Joachim and Anne, Parents of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary�

7:45 AM    +    Gerard Vogel req. by The Vogel Family�

� � � � � �   +    John Rose req. by Wife, Joan�

� � � � � �   +    Joan Flatley req. by Family�

TUESDAY �  July 27�

5:30 PM     +    Therese Jeanne Langlais req. by Mary Beth�

� � � �         +    Souls in Pugatory req. by a parishioner�

WEDNESDAY� July 28�

7:45 AM    +    Ian Gerber  req. by Loucks family�

                   Vocations to the Priesthood req. by a parishioner�

THURSDAY � July 29 (St. Martha)�

7:45 AM    +    J im and Ruth Breese req. by Valenti family�

� � � �         Special Intentions of Josh by Family  �

FRIDAY � July 30 (St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop and Doctor 

of the Church )   (no Mass)�

SATURDAY � July 31 (St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest)�

4:00 PM  �  +    Mary C. Caputo req. by Rosemarie, Mike & John�

� � � � � �   +    Leo Ridley req. by Family�

� � � � � �   In Thanksgiving req. by Rita Colvin�

SUNDAY � August 1 (Sunday of Ordinary Time)�

8:00 AM�   +    Pro Populo�

10:00 AM�  +    Joyce Ren req. by Edwin Ren and Peggy Bielby �

� � � � �      +    Michael Fazio req. by Michael and Eileen Clark   �

� � � � � �   +    Gerard Vogel req. by family         �

12 Noon��   +    Keith Murphy req. by Loucks family�
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We thank you for your sacrificial offering of:� � �

� � �   ��                                         �

                                         �   �  July 18�

� � � Envelopes & Loose    $ 10,279�       �

    � � On�line Giving               �  3,732� �                     �

� � � Total                           $ 14,011�

�To cover our weekly expenses, we need $11,500. 

Readings for the week of July 25 2021�

Sunday: Offer  your  gift, however  inadequate, with 

thanksgiving, trusting the power of God. 2 Kgs 4:42�44/Ps 145:10�

11, 15�18/Eph 4:1�6/Jn 6:1�1   �

Monday: God uses what is to br ing about what can be. Ex 

32:15�24, 30�34/Ps 106:19�23/Mt 13:31�3     �

Tuesday: We are to live in the presence of God, listening to his 

words and carrying them out. Ex 33:7�11; 34:5�9, 28/Ps 103:6�13/

Mt 13:36�4    �

Wednesday: Let an encounter  with God change you. Ex 34:29�

35/Ps 99:5�7, 9/Mt 13:44�46     �

Thursday: Martha’s words remind us to place our faith in Jesus 

Christ and his promise of eternal life. Ex 40:16�21, 34�38/Ps 84:3�

6, 8, 11/Jn 11:19�27 or Lk 10:38�42   �

Friday: Christ can work in us for the good of the world. Lv 23:1, 4

�11, 15�16, 27, 34�37/Ps 81:3�6, 10�11/Mt 13:54�58     �

Saturday: God’s providence helps us to remain humble and to 

extend forgiveness and mercy. Lv 25:1, 8�17/Ps 67:2�3, 5, 7�8/Mt 

14:1�12 �

Next Sunday: Do not work for  food that per ishes, but for  the 

food that endures for eternal life. Ex 16:2�4, 12�15/Ps 78:3�4, 23�

25, 54/Eph 4:17, 20�24/Jn 6:24�35  �

Our second collection this week will be for Peter’s Pence which 

unites us and Catholics around the world more closely with the 

Holy Father in two ways: it supports the structures of the Holy 

See it supports the structures of the Holy See through which the 

Pope governs the Church as well as his charitable efforts to assist 

victims of war, �

oppression, natural disasters, and others most in need. Please be 

generous in next week’s Collection supporting the Holy Father as 

a witness of charity to those who are suffering.�

�

�Please help by giving to the collection on July 24/25�

� In today’s Gospel of John, Jesus’ words about the 

Bread of Life focus on the Eucharist, as He performs the 

miracle of feeding of five thousand  with  five loaves of 

bread and two fish. �

� A large crowd who was following Jesus listening to 

him teach. “His heart was moved with pity for them, for 

they were like sheep without a shepherd” (Mark 6:34) It 

was getting late and Jesus was concerned the crowd would 

be hungry. Jesus knowing what he was going to do, asked 

Philip, “Where can we buy enough food for them to eat?…

Philip answered him “Two hundred days’ wages worth of 

food would not be enough for each of them to have a little 

to bit.� (John 6:7) ’There is a boy here who has five barley 

loaves and two fish.” (John 6:9) When Jesus said the bless-

ing, and broke the bread, he wanted the crowd to know 

they were in the presence of the Son of God. The disciples 

distribute the bread and fish which was enough for five 

thousand people. When the crowd was finished, twelve 

baskets were filled with leftovers. This is a significant �

miracle because it is the only miracle which is recounted in 

all four gospels of the Bible. This miracle is symbolic of 

the Holy Eucharist. In the Mass, when the priest blesses the 

bread and wine, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, �

becomes transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ. 

This is called Transubstantiation. Jesus is giving Himself to 

us out of love. This is precisely why the Eucharist is so 

important. This is the source and summit of our Catholic 

faith. The true presence of Jesus Christ, Body, Blood, 

Soul and Divinity in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, 

the Holy Eucharist. It is the source of our salvation. The 

miracle of Jesus in the Eucharist, should be life changing, 

as we receive him in Holy Eucharist. We become in Com-

munion with God, with those of our parish family and of 

the world. This miracle is also a portrayal of the final �

banquet in Heaven. Let us pray to the Holy Family because 

they lived in Communion with Jesus every day. And as we 

go through our daily lives, let God dwell within us and 

work through us, as we reach for our final goal of Heaven. �

J+M+J�
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Liturgy Lessons Part 24 

��

“He ascended into Heaven”�

Pray to end Abortion�

Everyday 2,363 unborn �

human beings are aborted �

everyday in America �

liveaction.org�

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is �

God’s Gift of Mercy to us. �

For many people, Lent is the time for celebrating the sacrament of 

reconciliation. If it has been a while since your last confession, 

remember, “Do not fear” (Is 41:10). The priest will help guide 

you. For more information, visit www.usccb.org/confession.�

A GUIDE TO CONFESSION �

How to go to Confession �

1.� 1.�You always have the option to go to confession anonymous-

ly, that is, behind a screen. �

2. �After the priest greets you in the name of Christ, make the sign 

of the cross. Then you say: "Bless me Father for I have sinned. 

It has been (state how long) since my last confession. These 

are my sins."�

3. �Tell your sins simply and honestly to the priest. You might 

even want to discuss the circumstances and the root causes of 

your sins and ask the priest for advice or direction. �

4. �Listen to the advice the priest gives you and accept the pen-

ance from him. Then make an Act of Contrition for your sins. �

5. �The priest will then dismiss you with the words of praise: 

"Give thanks to the Lord for He is good. You respond: "For 

His mercy endures forever." The priest will then conclude 

with: "The Lord has freed you from your sins. Go in peace." 

And you respond by saying: "Thanks be to God." �

6. �Spend some time with Our Lord thanking and praising Him 

for the gift of His mercy. Try to perform your penance as soon 

as possible. �

��

PRAYER BEFORE CONFESSION �

O most merciful God! Prostrate at your feet, I implore your for-

giveness. I sincerely desire to leave all my evil ways and to con-

fess my sins with all sincerity to you and to your priest. I am a 

sinner, have mercy on me, O Lord. Give me a lively faith and a 

firm hope in the Passion of my Redeemer. Give me, for your mer-

cy´s sake a sorrow for having offended so good a God. Mary, my 

mother, refuge of sinners, pray for me that I may make a good 

confession. Amen. �

��

AN ACT OF CONTRITION �

Oh my God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing 

to do wrong and failing to do good, I have sinned against you 

whom I should love above all things. I firmly intend, with your 

help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads 

me to sin. Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In His 

name, my God, have mercy. Amen. �

Enjoy a free subscription to FORMED purchased 

by St. Mary’s Church for you! To set up your free 

account, go to stmarysballstonspa.formed.org and 

follow the instructions. https://watch.formed.org/�

“Left to its own natural powers humanity �

does not have access to the “Father’s house,” to 

God’s life and happiness...Christ’s ascension marks 

the definitive entrance of Jesus’ humanity into God’s 

heavenly domain, whence he will come again” (CCC 

661 and 665) Jesus ascending into heaven completes 

the resurrection of the body and makes it possible for 

all of us to enjoy eternal salvation with the Father. 

We should not be sad that Jesus seems to have left us 

behind here on earth. Nine days later he sent the Holy 

Spirit upon the apostles and left them with the �

instructions to celebrate the Eucharist in memory �

of him. Through our Sacraments and the Holy Spirit, 

he remains with us until we can all be joined with 

him in Heaven in our “Father’s house.”�

Novena to St. Martha�

St. Martha, I resort to your aid and protec-

tion. As proof of my affection and faith, I 

offer you this light, which I shall burn every 

Tuesday. �

Comfort me in all my difficulties and 

through the great favors you did enjoy �

when the Savior was lodged in your house, 

intercede or my family, that we be provided 

for in our necessities.�

I ask of thee, St. Martha, to overcome all �

difficulties as you did overcome the dragon 

which you had at your feet. �

Say Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be. 

Amen.�

Say for 9 consecutive Tuesdays with a lighted 

candle with the intentions of spreading devotion 

to St. Martha�

Trust in Jesus�

O Christ Jesus, when all is dark-

ness and we feel our weakness and �

helplessness, give us the sense of 

Your presence, Your love, and �

Your strength. Help us to have �

perfect trust in Your protecting 

love and strengthening power, so 

that nothing may frighten or worry 

us, for, living close to You, we 

shall see Your hand, Your purpose, 

Your will through all things. 

Amen.�



St. Mary’s Parish website: stmarysballstonspa.org�

Pray for Us, May 20th (1380�1444)�

Stained Glass Windows of St. Mary’s 

Focus on the windows of St. Mary’s which have been cleaned and beautifully restored.�

St. Anne is the patron saint of women in labor, 

mothers, grandmothers and minors. Some of her 

symbols are the child Mary with her, crown, nest 

of young birds, door, Golden Gate of Jerusalem, 

infant virgin in crib.�

St. Joachim is the patron saint of fathers, 

grandfathers, grandparents, linen traders, cab-

inet makers and married couples. He is often 

pictured in art as an older man with St. Anne 

and the Virgin Mary at his side. He also is of-

ten shown holding a scroll or book to represent 

linen makers or with doves to represent peace.�

St. Joachim and St. Anne  

Feast Day July 26�

On July 26, we celebrate the feast of St. Anne and St. Joachim, the parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary. They were both of the royal 

house of David, and their lives were wholly occupied in prayer and good works. Anne became the mother of Mary when she was 

quite advanced in age. Anne and Joachim had almost given up hope for a baby; nevertheless, they continued to pray for a miracle. 

Not having a child for so many years caused their friends and relatives to believe that Anne and Joachim were being punished by 

God for some reason. So their personal sorrow was aggravated by the social stigma they bore. St. Joachim (whose name means 

"Yahweh prepares") and St. Anne (whose name in Hebrew means "grace"), the parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the grand-

parents of Jesus. Tradition has it they first lived in Galilee and later settled in Jerusalem where the Blessed Virgin Mary was born 

and raised. Joachim and Anne were a rich and pious couple who had been married for a long time, but found themselves childless. 

The couple prayed fervently for a child and promised to dedicate their first born to the service of God. An angel appeared to Anne 

and told her, "The Lord has looked upon thy tears; thou shalt conceive and give birth and the fruit of thy womb shall be blessed by 

all the world." Joachim also received the same message from the angel. Anne gave birth to a daughter whom she called Miriam 

(Mary), who was conceived without sin. As a child, Mary was taken to the temple and her parents suffered great sorrow but at the 

same time joy for fulfilling the vows they had made to the Lord. We know very little about the lives of Joachim and Anne, but we 

do know that they must have been outstanding people to have been entrusted with raising the Mother of God.�

Prayer: �

Lord, God of our Fathers, through Saints Joachim and Anne you gave us the Mother of Your Incarnate Son. �

May their prayers help us to attain the salvation You promised to Your people. Amen�

St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop and Doctor of the Church  �

Feast Day: July 30�

St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop of Ravenna, was born about 

380. His preaching was famous and more than 180 sermons, 

mainly on scripture and the liturgical year have survived. �

He died about 450. �

Prayer�

Father, you made Peter Chrysologus an outstanding 

preacher of your incarnate Word. May the prayers of 

Saint Peter help us to cherish the mystery of our salvation 

and make its meaning clear in our love for others. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen. �

Month of the Most Precious 

Blood of Our Lord�
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�

Novena to �

Miraculous Medal�

Tuesday at 5:30pm�

Followed by Mass�

Confessions after Mass�

Eucharistic �

Adoration �

You are invited �

to spend a little 

extra time with 

Jesus by joining �

us for Eucharistic �

Adoration �

before every 

weekday Mass�

Our Lady Queen �

of Peace Prayer Group�

�

Meets every other 

Tuesday night after Mass, 

July 27, Aug. 10, etc.�

Sr. Lucia, of Fatima, stated “there is no 

problem, no matter how difficult it is, 

that we cannot resolve by the prayer of 

the Holy Rosary.” All are welcome�

First �

Saturday �

Devotion�

August 7 

3:00pm�

�

Pastor�

� �   Rev. Francis R. Vivacqua�

Deacon�

� �   Ronald Hogan�

� �      ronald.hogan@rcda.org�

Administration�

� �   Mary Clarke�

� �      mary.clarke@rcda.org�

� �   Eva Loucks�

� �      eva.loucks@rcda.org�

Music�

Music/Choir Director �

Allison Mendenhall�

�  allison.mendenhall@rcda.org�

Contemporary Choir�

Diana Bisnett �

� dianabisnett@gmail.com�

Parish Office �

Mon.�Fri. 8:30am�3:00pm�

�

Sacraments�

Baptism and Marriage�

Please contact the Parish Office�

�

Mass Schedule�

Mon. Wed. and Thurs. 7:45AM�

Tuesday 5:30PM�

Sat. Vigil 4:00PM�

Sunday 8:00AM, 10:00AM, 12:00Noon�

�

Reconciliation (Confession)�

Tuesday after 5:30PM Mass �

Saturday 3:00�3:45 PM, or by appointment�

Director of Religious Education�

� �   Vicki Schuette�

� �      vicki.schuette@rcda.org�

Youth Minister�

� �   Jake Stomieroski�

� �      jake.stomieroski@rcda.org�

St. Mary’s Parish School�

� �   Lynn Fitzgerald, Principal  �

           office@smsbspa.org�

       Jillian Laurenzo, School Counselor �

           jlaurenzo@smsbspa.org�

PARISH STAFF�

Tickets on Sale Now!�

Ways to Donate to St. Mary’s Parish�

��You may drop your donations off at the Parish Office or in 

the collection box inside of Church.�

��You may mail in your donations to: �

St. Mary’s Church�

185 Milton Ave., Ballston Spa, NY 12020�

��You may make a one�time or recurring donation through 

our website! If you have not taken advantage of the con-

venience and simplicity of online giving, you can do so 

from any device by visiting stmarysballstonspa.org/online

�donations Also, if you have switched from using our of-

fertory envelopes to online giving, please give the office a 

call so we can stop your envelope delivery. �

��You may have your bank send a check to us weekly.�

��Please consider making a special gift to the church; such 

as in your will or estate planning or in honor of a loved 

one.�

Please let us know if you need assistance, by contacting the �

office at 518�885�7411. We need your regular weekly dona-

tions to support the everyday work of the parish. Thank you 

for your generosity.�

Please Submit your Prayer Requests on line stmarysballstonspa.org 

or call the office at 518�885�7411, Our Prayer ministry and �

The Queen of Peace Prayer group will prayers for your intentions. 

Just a first name and intention.�

The parish does not have any more copies of the �

Today’s Missal. The publisher has also exhausted their supply. 

You can purchase a monthly Magnificat (magnificat.com) or 

The Word Among Us (wau.org) at O’Connor’s Religious Gift 

Store in Latham, or order a yearly subscription.�

Bishop Scharfenberger approved the offering for 

Mass intention increase from $10.00 to $15.00 

starting May 23, 2021. The Bishop has the sole 

responsibility of setting the suggested offering for 

Mass intentions for the Diocese of Albany. The last 

time the offering was increased was in 1985.�

Cynthia’s Cookbook �

is available at �

$10.00 per copy�

�

Purchase at St. Mary’s �

Parish Center �

by calling 518�885�7411�

�

All proceeds are being �

donated to St. Mary’s Church.�

Parishioner needs a ride to the �

Noon Mass, If anyone is willing to 

help please contact the office �

at 518�885�7411�
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Our Mission: St. Mary’s School provides a quality Catholic elementary education (Pre�school through Grade 5) guided by the �

Gospel’s spirit of love within an atmosphere of academic excellence that nurtures the growth in holiness and wholeness for each child.�

       St. Mary’s School   

           Ballston Spa 

             

  A Small School  With A Big Heart! 

Join our “Small School with a Big Heart”�

Traditional Values�21st Century Learning�

Faith  * Academics  * Community�

Quality Catholic Education serving Nursery, Pre�K, 

Full Day Kindergarten through Grade 5!�

Call for a personal tour or stop by for more information!�

518�885�7300     office@smsbspa.org�

visit www.smsbspa.org Principal: Mrs. Lynn Fitzgerald�

�� An education rooted in 

Catholic values & faith 

formation�

�� A strong academic pro-

gram focused on funda-

mental skills, creativity, 

critical thinking, and 

communication�

Balanced curriculum 

that integrates the latest 

technology�

�� Art, Library, Music, 

Physical Education, 

Spanish, Technology�

�� A SAFE and �

WELCOMING �

environment for all!�

Have you discerned offering your child a Catholic �

Education? Pray about it!�

St. Mary’s offers Tuition assistance, Diocesan 

grants and Guardian Angel Scholarships. �

� Hannah Carter is a recent graduate of St. Mary’s School in Ballston Spa, 

NY.  Hannah and her family joined the St. Mary’s School community 

when she was in kindergarten.  For the Fifth Grade Graduation Mass, 

Hannah’s teachers and principal thought she would be the perfect one to 

share a reflection of what her time at St. Mary’s has meant to her. �

� The following is Hannah’s reflection:�

Family is a strong word, and to me it means people who care for 

each other. As a class we have grown together as a family. We 

are a family that is supportive, caring, and kind. Whenever I 

faced a challenge that felt like a rock in the way of my path, 

there was always someone there to help me see beyond the rock 

with their faith and compassion. St. Mary’s teachers have taught 

us to love, care, and respect each other. We thank our teachers 

and all who have helped us grow. As we graduate from St. 

Mary’s School we will never say goodbye, we will just say, “see 

you later.” Our faith and friendship will continue to hold a spe-

cial place in our hearts.��

We know Hannah and all her classmates will do well in their next stage of 

life, as their time at St. Mary’s School has given them a strong foundation 

and prepared them spiritually, academically and socially. �
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2143 Doubleday Ave. • Ballston Spa, NY 12020

518-885-4331 • 855-885-4331
www.briarwoodflowershoppe.com
www.briarwoodflowershoppe.net

William J. Burke & Sons
Bussing & Cunniff, Inc.

Funeral Homes
Trusted Since 1878

628 North Broadway, Saratoga Springs
584-5373

www.burkefuneralhome.com
Mark Phillips • R. Thomas Armer • Daniel Decelle 

 Jeremiah J. Thompson • Nicholas D. Decelle

417 Geyser rd., 
Ballston spa, ny
538 Maple ave., 

saratoGa sprinGs, ny

587-3256
James Markwica, P.T.

www.lamarcopt.com

LaMarco
PHYSICAL THERAPY, P.C.

Ballston Spa
87 Front St.

518-363-8150

Galway
5091 Sacandaga Rd.

518-882-1225
Member FDIC

chevrolet • buick • gmc

4447 State Highway 30
Amsterdam

843-5702

1484 Saratoga Road
Ballston Spa

885-5301

Nicole DellaPorta, Agent
3257 Route 9, Suite 4
Saratoga Springs, NY
Bus: 518-587-0136
nicole@nicoledellaporta.com

Drive
happier.

Join the millions
who protect their cars 
with us. It’s one more 
way I’m here to help
life go right.™

CALL ME TODAY  
FOR A QUOTE.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company State Farm Indemnity Company
 Bloomington, IL • Texas County Mutual, Dallas, TX1601561

39 East High Street 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

518-885-6181 
www.armerfuneralhome.com

Armer
Funeral Home, Inc.Funeral Home, Inc.

SEPTIC SERVICE

885-5027
P.O. Box 236 / Ballston Spa, NY 

ImperialSepticService.com
ImperialSepticTankService@gmail.com

SPECIAL EVENTS VENUE
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF 

GROWING MEMORIES
29 Bevis Road, Schaghticoke NY 12154

libertyridgefarmny.com • 518-664-1515

Weddings 
Showers 

Graduation Parties 
Reunions 

Company Outings 
and more ...

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413
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RICH’S RT. 50 
SERVICE 

CENTER, INC.
RICH’S USED CARS

RICH & THERESA LOYA / Owners
Phone 518-885-8886
2141 Doubleday Ave.,

Ballston Spa, NY 12020

2620 Hermance Road
Galway, NY 12074 

518 882 9435 
www.rosarugosabandb.com

Parishioner owned

Luxury Senior Apartments
(518) 584-7766

100 Saratoga Blvd. 
Saratoga Springs

VALIANT
MONUMENT DESIGN

 Creating 
 Everlasting
 Memorials 
 518-399-5022

21 Midline Road •Ballstone Lake

VALIANT MONUMENT DESIGN

MEVEC
Funeral Home Inc.

William J. Mevec
Mary Ann Mevec

William J. Mevec, Jr.
Parishioner

224 Milton Avenue   885-7110
www.mevecfuneralhome.com

The Furniture House
“The Unusual as Usual”

Rt. 9P, Saratoga Lake
587-9865

BURNT HILLS 399-9494
BALLSTON SPA 885-0669

Civil/Consulting Engineers
Site Planning & Design

www.BohlerEngineering.com
Chris Boyea

518.438.9900
 
 Saratoga Central
 Catholic School
 Educating Grades 6-12

Preparation For College
Values For Life

 518-587-7070 ext. 2
 www.SaratogaCatholic.org

THIS SPACE IS

OLD THINGS, NEW STUFF 
and more

“Where pleasant surprises await”
215 Milton Avenue (1st Floor)

Ballston Spa, NY 12020
518-309-3989
Now open
Thursday-Sunday
Check our Facebook page 
for regular and holiday 
hours, closures and promotions.

Vintage Collections • Gourmet Products
Kitchenware • Antiques • Pet Treats 

Toiletries • Jewelry • Home Decor

• Disinfecting
• Trash Bin Cleaning
• Commercial and Residential
• Power Washing
• Home Owner Associations
• Group Discounts

518-376-6996
www.shinybinscleaning.com

“One Call Does It All”
Daniel Bowman, Owner

518-390-8493 • dlenterprises625@gmail.com
D-Lenterprises.com

PARIMUTUEL POOLSPARIMUTUEL POOLS
“Your Best Bet For A Pool”“Your Best Bet For A Pool”

Serving the Capital Region for 20 yearsServing the Capital Region for 20 years

DBL EnterprisesDBL Enterprises
We Offer A Variety Of Landscape ServicesWe Offer A Variety Of Landscape Services

WE SERVICE RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIALWE SERVICE RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
Call Today for a free EstimateCall Today for a free Estimate

I Love NY Pizza
*GOURMET PIZZA
*WINGS
*SALADS
*PASTA DINNERS
*HOT AND COLD SUBS

OUR DELICIOUS FOOD 
SPEAKS FOR ITSELF

327 Milton Ave, 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020


