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MONDAY � Nov. 29�

7:45 AM    +    Bruno and Kitty Matte req. by Janet Astileanu �

� � � � � � � � � and Annette�

TUESDAY �  Nov. 30   St. Andrew, Apostle�

5:30 PM     +    Gerard Vogel req. by family                                                     

�  +�� Oswald Blow req. by family�

WEDNESDAY� Dec. 1  �

7:45 AM    Holy Souls in Purgatory �

THURSDAY � Dec. 2�

7:45 AM    +    J im and Ann Marzano req. by Tina Marzano�

FRIDAY � Dec. 3   St. Francis Xavier, priest�

7:45 AM    Special Int. of Joe and Jymma Budz req. by family�

SATURDAY � Dec. 4�

4:00 PM  �  +    Bill  Ziobrowski req. by Jack and Karen Graber�

� � � � �      +    Bryan Minehan req. by The Connors family�

� � � � � �   +    John and Marguerite Ciarmiello req. by daughters�

SUNDAY � Dec. 5   2nd Sunday of Advent�

8:00 AM�   +    Pro Populo�

� � � � � �   +    Wally Zincio req. by The Van Patterns�

� � � � � �   Special Int. of Mary Ann Adams req. by Maureen�

10:00 AM�  +    Mark Monroe Jr. req. by Hollister Family�

� � � � �      +    Kurt Neiswender req. by Dave and Daniella �� �        

� � �           � � � Redgrave�

� � � � � �   +� � Don Hauprich req. by daughter, Charlene Reese�

12 Noon��   +    Frances and Connie Capozzola req. by Robert �   �

� � � �         �� � Capozzola�  �
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St. Mary’s Parish website: stmarysballstonspa.org�

Readings for the week of Nov. 28, 2021�

Sunday: In this graced Advent time, prepare for  Jesus’ coming. Jer 

33:14�16/1 Thes 3:12�4:2/Ps 25:4�5, 8�10, 14 /Lk 21:25�28, 34�36   �

Monday: Like the centur ion, let us place our  trust in the Lord as we 

await the reign of God. Is 2:1�5/Ps 122:1�9/Mt 8:5�11 �

Tuesday: Hear the Gospel and follow Jesus, shar ing the Good News 

with others. Rom 10:9�18/Ps 19:8�11/Mt 4:18�22�

Wednesday: The Lord has been faithful and abundant in generosity.  

Is 25:6�10/Ps 23:1�6 /Mt 15:29�37 �

Thursday: Seek the Lord while he may be found; call him while he is 

near. Is 26:1�6/Ps 118:1 and 8�9, 19�21, 25�27/Mt 7:21, 24�27   �

Friday: God’s saving action restores all things in Christ. Is 29:17�24/Ps 

27:1, 4, 13�14/Mt 9:27�31 �

Saturday: God’s love is revealed through the compassion of his Son, 

Jesus. Is 30:19�21, 23�26/Ps 147:1�6 Mt 9:35�10:1, 5, 6�8   �

Next Sunday: Make straight a path unto the Lord! Bar  5:1�9/Ps 

126:1�6/Phil 1:4�6, 8�11/Lk 3:1�6 21:25�28, 34�36  �

RCIA� Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults; �

our adults have been meeting on a weekly basis 

preparing to join the Catholic Church and have 

completed the first stage�  the Period of Inquiry.�

The First Sunday of Advent�

Beginning the Church’s liturgical year, 

Advent (from “ad�venire” in Latin or “to 

come to”) is the season encompassing the 

four Sundays) and weekends) leading up 

to the celebration of Christmas. The Ad-

vent season is a time of preparation that 

directs our hearts and minds to Christ’s 

second coming at the end of time, and 

also to the anniversary of the Lord’s birth 

on Christmas. The First Sunday of �

Advent symbolizes Hope with the 

“Prophet’s Candles” reminding us that Jesus is coming. Advent 

devotions including the Advent wreath, reminds us of the mean-

ing of the season. Advent  calendars for adults and children and a 

prayer resource, Together We Wait, daily reflections, prayers & 

actions by Connie Clark are available to help you fully enter 

into the season with daily activity and prayers.�

There is no right way to grieve but  

letting yourself grieve is always right. 

St. Mary’s Bereavement Support Group will be meeting in �

person Tuesday, December 14th 4�5pm  in the Parish Center. �

This group will offer emotional and spiritual support for �

anyone who has suffered the loss of a loved one through death. 

The group size will be limited to 8 people, to secure a spot �

please call the parish office at 518�885�7411.�

Altar Server Training�

for existing and new servers�

Saturday, December  4th 9:30�10:30AM�

Are you looking for a meaningful volunteer job? �

We are looking for new recruits in our Altar Server Program. �

Altar Servers form a very important part of the church. Our par-

ish is enriched through the dedication and service of our Altar �

Servers. Be a part of St. Mary’s special Masses on Christmas, 

Holy Thursday, Easter, and processions on Corpus Christi and 

the May Crowning. It is very important responsibility and we are 

looking for children who have received their First Communion 

and older, who want to be involved with the church. �

Ministry of  Altar Servers 

Please help St. Mary’s Parish �

meet our goal.�

Don’t forget to send your �

2021 Diocesan Appeal �

Commitment Card to:�

Diocesan Appeal, �

40 North Main Avenue, �

Albany, NY 12203�
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St. Mary’s Statues 

Focus on the Statues in St. Mary’s Church�

Heavenly Father, help us to live as 

the Holy Family, united in respect 

and love. We want to live as Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph in peace with you 

and one another. Through the pray-

ers of Mary, the Virgin Mother of 

Jesus, and of her husband Joseph, 

unite our families in peace and love 

so that  together, as a family of St. 

Mary’s parish, we receive your 

graces. Grant this through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who 

lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 

ever. Amen. Jesus, Mary, and 

Joseph, Pray for us.�

Holy Family Pray for Us.�

Consecration to the Holy Family �

visit the website stmarysballstonspa.org�

St. Mary’s Church�

The Year of the Holy 

Family�

Nov. 2020�2021�

St. Jude�

St. Jude, known as Thaddaeus, was a brother 

of St. James the Less, and a relative of Our 

Saviour. He was one of the 12 Apostles of 

Jesus and his attribute is a club. Images of St. 

Jude often include a flame around his head, 

which represent his presence at Pentecost, 

when he accepted the Holy Spirit alongside 

the other apostles. Another attribute is St. 

Jude holding an image of Christ. Sometimes 

he can also be seen holding a carpenter's 

ruler or is depicted with a scroll or book, the 

Epistle of Jude.�

Biblical scholars agree St. Jude was a son of Clopas and his moth-

er Mary was the Virgin Mary's cousin. Ancient writers tell us that 

he preached the Gospel in Judea, Samaria, Idumaea, Syria, Meso-

potamia, and Lybia. According to Eusebius, he returned to Jerusa-

lem in the year 62, and assisted at the election of his brother, St. 

Simeon, as Bishop of Jerusalem.�

Saint Jude is�not�the same person as Judas Iscariot, who betrayed 

Our Lord and despaired because of his great sin and lack of trust 

in God's mercy. Jude was the one who asked Jesus at the Last 

Supper why He would not manifest Himself to the whole world 

after His resurrection. Little else is known of his life.�There is 

some debate about where Jude died, though most Biblical schol-

ars agree he was martyred. He is believed to have been martyred 

either in Armenia or Beirut. Following his death, St. Jude's body 

was brought to Rome and left in a crypt in St. Peter's Basilica. 

Today his bones can be found in the left transept of St. Peter's 

Basilica under the main altar of St. Joseph in a tomb he shares 

with the remains of the apostle Simon the Zealot.�

Pilgrims came to St. Jude's grave to pray and many reported a 

powerful intercession, leading to the title, "The Saint for the 

Hopeless and the Despaired." Two Saints, St. Bridget of Sweden 

and St. Bernard, had visions from God asking them to accept St. 

Jude as "The Patron Saint of the Impossible."�

He is the Patron Saint of Desperate causes, desperate situations 

and lost causes�

Feast Day: October 28 � � � � � � � � � � � � � www.catholic.org�

Annual Marian �

Consecration with �

Bishop Edward B. 

Scharfenberger�

Bishop Scharfenberger 

is inviting everyone in 

the diocese to join him 

in a 33�day preparation 

period with the book, 

33 Days to Morning 

Glory, or a book of 

one’s choice, �

beginning Thursday, 

November 5, 2021 to 

Consecrate/Renew our 

Consecration to Jesus 

through Mary. �

More information: 

www.rcda.org/

marianconsecration�

Prayer of St. Gertrude the Great�

Our Lord dictated the following prayer to St. Gertrude the Great 

to release 1,000 Souls from Purgatory each time it is said.�

“Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Most Precious Blood of Thy �

Divine Son, Jesus, in union with the Masses said throughout the 

world today, for all the holy souls in Purgatory, for sinners �

everywhere, for sinners in the universal church, those in my own 

home and within my family. Amen.”�

December month of the  

       Divine Infancy 

First Communion Rehearsal  �

Saturday, December 11 �

at 9:00AM�

St. Mary’s Church �

�

First Communion �

is scheduled for �

Sunday, December 12 and 19th �

at St. Mary’s Church at 2PM.�

�

Please pray for St. Mary’s �

second graders as they prepare �

for the sacrament �

First Holy Communion.�

A huge Thank you to Branches and Bloom Floral Design for do-

nating their time and talent for the beautiful display commemo-

rating the end celebration of St. Mary’s Y ear of the Holy Family.�

Volunteers Needed�

The Martha and Mary Ministry, �

(a St. Mary’s Pastoral Care Ministry) reaches out to our parish family 

to provide spiritual and corporal works of mercy. 

Volunteers can serve from womb to tomb, �

whether it’s support over the phone, visitation 

support, or prayer support, you can help grow the 

community that deepens our relationship with 

God. Modeling Martha and Mary, our volunteers 

work in pairs. If you are interested in volunteer-

ing, please call Mary Ann Sutton 518�858�7589�
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The sacrificial offering of Sunday, Nov. 21 

will be noted in the Dec. 5th bulletin 

�

�
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Novena to Miraculous Medal�

Tuesday at 5:30pm�

Followed by Mass, Confessions after 

Mass�

Our Lady Queen of Peace Prayer Group�

�

Meets every other Tuesday night after Mass, �

Nov. 30, Dec. 8, 22, etc. The Rosary is our 

refuge and Mary, The Mother of God, is our 

help at all times of our lives. Sr. Lucia, a seer 

from the apparitions of Fatima, stated “there is 

no problem, no matter how difficult it is, that 

we cannot resolve by the prayer of the Holy 

Rosary.” All are welcome!�

We have purchased a gift for you! �

Enjoy a free subscription to formed.org an �

incredible online gateway to the best �

Catholic content, all in one place!�

Liturgy Lessons 

��

Antiphons in the Liturgy�

� There are three Antiphons prescribed in the Sacred Liturgy. 

These take place during the Entrance, the Offertory, and �

Communion. The antiphons are taken from the Psalms, and like 

the readings, they go through a cycle that help us go deeper in 

the readings and prayers of the Liturgy. �

� We are given the following instruction from the General �

Instruction of the Roman Missal:�

� 48. … In the dioceses of the United States of America there 

are four options for the Entrance Chant: (1) the antiphon from 

The Roman Missal or the Psalm from the�Roman Gradual�as 

set to music there or in another musical setting; (2) the seasonal 

antiphon and Psalm of the�Simple Gradual; (3) a song from �

another collection of psalms and antiphons, approved by the 

Conference of Bishops or the diocesan Bishop, including 

psalms arranged in responsorial or metrical forms; (4) a suita-

ble liturgical song similarly approved by the Conference of 

Bishops or the diocesan Bishop. �

� When given options in the General Instruction of the Roman 

Missal, they are listed in order of priority. For the music done 

during the Entrance, Offertory, and Communion, preference is 

given to the antiphons from The Roman Missal. Many of you 

have no doubt eagerly looked through our new missals. When 

looking through the readings for Mass, you may have noticed 

that there is more than just the Psalm in musical notation. �

Included in these missals are the chants for the Entrance, �

Offertory, and Communion Antiphon. �

� As St. Mary’s continues to grow in the richness of the �

traditions of the Catholic Church, singing these antiphons is a 

simple, yet effective way to be more active participants in the 

Liturgy and unite ourselves in the sacrifice Fr. Vivacqua offers 

on our behalf.�

Alma Redemptoris Mater�

When praying the Divine Office, religious end the day by 

praying Compline, or Night Prayer. At the end of Night 

Prayer is sung the “seasonal marian antiphon.” We have 

been following this practice at Mass, singing the Marian 

Antiphon as a Communion Meditation Hymn. During the 

Easter season we sang Regina Caeli, and from Pentecost 

until Advent, we sang the Salve Regina. At the beginning 

of Advent we transition to Alma Redemptoris Mater, 

which continues until February 2

nd

, the Feast of the Purifi-

cation. It’s origins go back to the same composer of the 

Salve Regina prayer, Herimann the Lame. �

Alma Redemptoris Mater, 

quae pervia caeli�

Porta manes, et stella ma-

ris, sucurre cadenti,��

Surgere qui curat populo: 

tu quae genuisti,��

Natura mirante, tuum 

sanctum Genitorem,��

Virgo prius ac posterius, 

Gabrielis ab ore�

Sumens illud Ave, pecca-

torum miserere. �

O loving Mother of our 

Redeemer, gate of heaven, 

star of the sea, Hasten to 

aid thy fallen people who 

strive to rise once more. 

Thou who brought forth 

thy holy Creator, all �

creation wond'ring, Yet �

remainest ever Virgin, �

taking from Gabriel's lips 

that joyful "Hail!": be �

merciful to us sinners. �

New Source and Summit Missals �

to be used during Mass, �

Please leave in pews�

�

DO NOT TAKE THESE MISSALS HOME!�
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Calendars and cards for inmates�

Birthday cards, valentine’s cards, �

Mother’s day cards and 2022 calendars �

are being collected for the Washington �

Correction Facility, Great Meadow, and the 

Saratoga County Jail in the box near the 

ramp entrance to the church. We invite eve-

ryone to participate; the cards and calendars 

are greatly appreciated by the inmates. If you 

have questions call Jutta 518�612�0559. �

Thank you�

Pastor�

� �   Rev. Francis R. Vivacqua�

Deacon�

� �   Ronald Hogan�

� �      ronald.hogan@rcda.org�

Administration�

� �   Mary Clarke�

� �      mary.clarke@rcda.org�

� �   Eva Loucks�

� �      eva.loucks@rcda.org�

�      Janet Astileanu�

� � � � janeta@rcda.org�

Music�

� �   Director of Music�

� �   Allison Mendenhall�

� �       allison.mendenhall@rcda.org�

� �   Contemporary Choir�

� �   Diana Bisnett �

� � � � dianabisnett@gmail.com�

Religious Education�

� �   Director of Religious Education�

� �   Vicki Schuette�

� � �   vicki.schuette@rcda.org�

�      Youth Minister�

�      Rebecca Hanson�

�         rhanson@rcda.org�

       RCIA Coordinator�

� �   Jeff Fortman�

St. Mary’s Parish School�

� �    Lynn Fitzgerald, Principal  �

           office@smsbspa.org��

PARISH STAFF�

Parish Office �

Mon.�Fri. �

9:00 am�3:00pm�

Sacraments�

Baptism & Marriage�

Please contact the �

Parish Office�

Mass Schedule�

Mon. Wed. and Thurs. 

7:45AM�

Tuesday 5:30PM�

Sat. Vigil 4:00PM�

Sunday 8:00AM, 

10:00AM, 12:00Noon�

Reconciliation 

(Confession)�

Tuesday after Mass�

Saturday 3:00�3:45PM, �

or by appointment�

�S�. M�� ’� M����#$, G�01� , NY�

S����� M��� 9:30 AM�
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For Mass Intentions, please call the office at 518�885�7411��

Bishop Scharfenberger approved the offering for Mass intention �

increase from $10.00 to $15.00 starting May 23, 2021. �

MASS INTENTIONS�

Nov. 28th  9:30AM �

+   Deceased Members of St. Mary’s Parish �

The sacrificial offering of Sunday, Nov. 21 

will be noted in the Dec. 5th bulletin 

Enjoy the Convenience of Online Giving�

Thank you to the families and visitors that 

have given one�time or recurring donation 

through our website! If you have not taken 

advantage of the �

convenience and simplicity of online giv-

ing, you can do so from any �

device by visiting: stmaryballstonspa.org/

on�line�donations. Giving online is simple 

and secure. Give a one�time gift or sched-

ule ongoing donations using your check-

ing account or debit/credit card.�Please 

select the giving option that works best for 

you and your family. Thank you for your 

generosity! If you no longer wish to re-

ceive envelopes please call the office.�

The month of November�

St. Mary's Community Service Group will be �

collecting toiletries for the holiday basket program. 

we need shampoo, conditioner, body 

wash and deodorant for both men 

and women. There is a box in the 

social hall for your donations. Thank 

you all for your continued support! �

The Saint Andrew Christmas Novena�

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son of God was born of the most 

pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, in Bethlehem, in piercing cold. In that hour, vouchsafe, O 

my God! to hear my prayer and grant my desires, through the merits of Our Savior Jesus 

Christ, and of His Blessed Mother. Amen.�

Recite piously fifteen times a day from the feast of St. Andrew �

(November 30) to Christmas for your intentions.�

An Explanation of the Novena�

The opening words of this prayer�"Hail and blessed be the hour and moment"�may seem 

odd at first. But they reflect the Christian belief that moments in the life of Christ�His con-

ception in the womb of the Blessed Virgin at the�Annunciation; His birth in Bethlehem;�His 

death on Calvary;�His Resurrection;�His As-

cension�are not only special but, in an im-

portant sense, still present to the faithful today.�

The repetition of the first sentence of this pray-

er is designed to place us, mentally and spiritu-

ally, there in the stable at His birth, just as an 

icon of the Nativity or a Nativity scene is 

meant to do. Having entered into His presence, 

in the second sentence we place our petition at 

the feet of the newborn Child.�

Definitions of Words Used�

�� Hail:�an exclamation, a greeting�

�� Blessed:�holy�

�� Most pure:�spotless, unstained; a reference to 

Mary's Immaculate Conception and her life-

long sinlessness�

�� Vouchsafe:�to grant something, especially to 

someone who doesn't deserve it on his own�

�� Desires:�something one wants strongly; in this case, not a physical or gluttonous desire, but a 

spiritual one�

�� Merits:�good deeds or virtuous actions that are pleasing in God's sight�

Learn About the Saint Andrew Christmas Novena Prayer (learnreligions.com) �

Birthright would like to remind parish-

ioners that 67 baby bottles are still due 

back. Please return them. Thank you!�
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Our Mission: St. Mary’s School provides a quality Catholic elementary education (Pre�school through Grade 5) guided by the �

Gospel’s spirit of love within an atmosphere of academic excellence that nurtures the growth in holiness and wholeness for each child.�

       St. Mary’s School   

           Ballston Spa 

             

  A Small School  With A Big Heart! 

ENROLLING NOW �

Call 518�885�7300�

Join our “Small School with a Big Heart”�

Traditional Values�21st Century Learning�

Faith  * Academics  * Community�

Quality Catholic Education serving Nursery, Pre�K, Full Day Kindergarten through Grade 5!�

Call for a personal tour or stop by for more information!�

518�885�7300     office@smsbspa.org�

visit www.smsbspa.org Principal: Mrs. Lynn Fitzgerald�

�� An education rooted in Cath-

olic values & faith formation�

�� A strong academic program 

focused on fundamental 

skills, creativity, critical 

thinking, and communica-

tion. Balanced curriculum 

that integrates the latest tech-

nology�

�� Art, Library, Music, �

Physical Education, �

Spanish, Technology�

�� A SAFE and WELCOMING �

environment for all!�

Have you discerned offering your child a �

Catholic Education? Pray about it!�

St. Mary’s offers Tuition assistance, �

Diocesan grants and �

Guardian Angel Scholarships. �

November brings cooler weather, the smell of fire places roaring, 

and knowing the busy Holiday season is upon us. We need to �

step back and reflect on the things we are thankful for. In �

Ms. Smith's Pre�Kindergarten class we made Turkeys. Each feather 

of their turkey represents what we are thankful for. Some students 

are thankful for their Mom, Dad, Brothers, Sisters, Dog, God, �

the Whole World, and All our friends at St. Mary’s School. These blessings just melt our hearts �

with love. We hope the picture of the turkeys bring a smile to your face as they do to ours. �

Happy Thanksgiving from us to you!�
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417 Geyser rd., 
Ballston spa, ny
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587-3256
James Markwica, P.T.

www.lamarcopt.com

LaMarco
PHYSICAL THERAPY, P.C.

Ballston Spa
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518-363-8150

Galway
5091 Sacandaga Rd.
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Member FDIC
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Amsterdam
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1484 Saratoga Road
Ballston Spa

885-5301

Nicole DellaPorta, Agent
3257 Route 9, Suite 4
Saratoga Springs, NY
Bus: 518-587-0136
nicole@nicoledellaporta.com

Drive
happier.

Join the millions
who protect their cars 
with us. It’s one more 
way I’m here to help
life go right.™

CALL ME TODAY  
FOR A QUOTE.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company State Farm Indemnity Company
 Bloomington, IL • Texas County Mutual, Dallas, TX1601561
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Ballston Spa, NY 12020

518-885-6181 
www.armerfuneralhome.com

Armer
Funeral Home, Inc.Funeral Home, Inc.

SEPTIC SERVICE

885-5027
P.O. Box 236 / Ballston Spa, NY 

ImperialSepticService.com
ImperialSepticTankService@gmail.com

SPECIAL EVENTS VENUE
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF 

GROWING MEMORIES
29 Bevis Road, Schaghticoke NY 12154

libertyridgefarmny.com • 518-664-1515

Weddings 
Showers 

Graduation Parties 
Reunions 

Company Outings 
and more ...

William J. Burke & Sons
Bussing & Cunniff, Inc.

Funeral Homes
Trusted Since 1878

628 North Broadway, Saratoga Springs
584-5373

www.burkefuneralhome.com
Mark Phillips • R. Thomas Armer • Daniel Decelle 

 Jeremiah J. Thompson • Nicholas D. Decelle

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413
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RICH’S RT. 50 
SERVICE 

CENTER, INC.
RICH’S USED CARS

RICH & THERESA LOYA / Owners
Phone 518-885-8886
2141 Doubleday Ave.,

Ballston Spa, NY 12020

2620 Hermance Road
Galway, NY 12074 

518 882 9435 
www.rosarugosabandb.com

Parishioner owned

Luxury Senior Apartments
(518) 584-7766

100 Saratoga Blvd. 
Saratoga Springs

VALIANT
MONUMENT DESIGN

 Creating 
 Everlasting
 Memorials 
 518-399-5022

21 Midline Road •Ballstone Lake

VALIANT MONUMENT DESIGN

MEVEC
Funeral Home Inc.

William J. Mevec
Mary Ann Mevec

William J. Mevec, Jr.
Parishioner

224 Milton Avenue   885-7110
www.mevecfuneralhome.com

The Furniture House
“The Unusual as Usual”

Rt. 9P, Saratoga Lake
587-9865

BURNT HILLS 399-9494
BALLSTON SPA 885-0669

Civil/Consulting Engineers
Site Planning & Design

www.BohlerEngineering.com
Chris Boyea

518.438.9900
 
 Saratoga Central
 Catholic School
 Educating Grades 6-12

Preparation For College
Values For Life

 518-587-7070 ext. 2
 www.SaratogaCatholic.org

THIS SPACE IS
• Disinfecting
• Trash Bin Cleaning
• Commercial and Residential
• Power Washing
• Home Owner Associations
• Group Discounts

518-376-6996
www.shinybinscleaning.com

I Love NY Pizza
*GOURMET PIZZA
*WINGS
*SALADS
*PASTA DINNERS
*HOT AND COLD SUBS

OUR DELICIOUS FOOD 
SPEAKS FOR ITSELF

327 Milton Ave, 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020


