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SUNDAY  |  AUGUST 23, 2020 

GRADUAL REOPENING SCHEDULE 
SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 

Corpus Christi: 4:00 PM  
St. Angela Merici: 4:30 PM  

SUNDAY 
St. Patrick: 8:30 AM  

St. Robert Bellarmine: 9:30 AM  
St. Angela Merici: 11:00 AM  

WEEKDAYS 
St. Angela Merici:  

Monday—Friday 8:30 AM 
MASSES  AND PRAYER SERVICES AT  
ST. ANGELA  WILL CONTINUE TO BE 

LIVESTREAMED THROUGH  A  LINK ON 
OUR WEBSITE 

www.marymotherofgod1.org 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Thursdays, 5 – 6 p.m.                                        

at St. Angela Parking Lot  
Saturdays, 12 – 1 p.m.                                                   

at St. Robert Parking Lot.  
 

All those confessing must wear a mask. 
Thank you! 



2 

CLERGY TEAM
Pastor 

Rev. Terrence P. O’Connor 

toconnor@diopitt.org 

Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Jack E. Demnyan 

jdemnyan@diopitt.org 

Parish Chaplain 
Rev. Joseph C. Beck 

jbeck@diopitt.org 

In Residence 
Rev. Pius Nwankwo 

Deacon Reynold Wilmer 
rwilmer754@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH STAFF 
Business Manager 

Cathy Nola  

cnola@marymotherofgod1.org 

Family Faith Formation/ 
Safe Environment Coordinator 

Krista Sudyk 

ksudyk@marymotherofgod1.org 

Director of Music Ministry 
Sharon Sisley 

ssisley975@gmail.com 

Assistant Director  
of Music Ministry 

Carolyn Guzik 

Youth Minister 
Emily Belchick 

ebelchick@marymotherofgod1.org 

Maintenance 
Dan Hearn, A.J. Minyon 

Administrative Assistant 
Kathleen Strangis 

secretary@marymotherofgod1.org 

 

 

SACRAMENTS 
Please contact the parish office as to the 

following sacraments: 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Prior to having your child baptized, both 

parents must attend a  

pre-baptismal seminar. 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Arrangements should be made at least six 

months prior to your wedding date. A 

date will be set only after contacting the 

priest. 

Sacrament of the Sick 
(You may also see a priest after Mass) 

 

Holy Communion for Shut-Ins 
 

R.C.I.A  
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

This is the process to become Catholic or 

for Catholics to receive the rest of their 

Sacraments of Initiation. We also offer 

programs for children. 

St. Angela Merici 
1640 Fawcett Ave. 
White Oak, PA 15131 

Corpus Christi 
2515 Versailles Ave. 

McKeesport, PA 15132 

St. Patrick 
310 32nd Street 

McKeesport, PA 15132 

St. Robert Bellarmine 
1313 Fifth Avenue 

E. McKeesport, PA 15035 

ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1640 Fawcett Ave 

White Oak, PA 15131 
Monday—Friday 9:15AM—3:15PM 

P: 412-672-9641 | F: 412-672-1576 
secretary@marymotherofgod1.org 

https://wecreate.4lpi.com/viewer/lpi/prgd0j-6ubtig-4sstpd
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Saturday 

August 22 

 

4:00 pm CC        
4:30 pm St. A 

The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Ez 43:1-7ab/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 10b]/Mt 23:1-12 
 
Leona Razny  by: Pat Moffatt / John Waskowicz  by: Francine Waskowicz 
Tom Gillespy  by: Family 

Sunday 

August 23 

 

  8:30 am St. P 

  9:30 am St. R 

11:00 am St. A 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 [8bc]/Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20 

 

Living and Deceased of Our Parish / Judy Johnson  by: Millie Clemente 

Mary Jane Popyak  by: Marianne, George, and Diana Popyak 

Edward Pula  by: Jean Mandich 

Monday 

August 24 

 

8:30 am St. A 

SAINT BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE 

Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18 [12]/Jn 1:45-51 

 

Bill Hawthorne  by: Paula, Stephen and Christopher 

Tuesday 

August 25 

 

8:30 am St. A 

Weekday, Saint Louis; Saint Joseph Calasanz, Priest 

2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13 [13b]/Mt 23:23-26 

 

Winnie and Frank Hamer  by: Family 

Wednesday 

August 26 

 

8:30 am St. A 

Weekday 

2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5 [1]/Mt 23:27-32 

 

Annette Troll  by: Jackie Colbert 

Thursday 

August 27 

 

8:30 am St. A 

Saint Monica 

1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [1]/Mt 24:42-51 

 

Sandy Kersting  by: Bob and Maryann Fike 

Friday 

August 28 

 

8:30 am St. A 

Saint Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11 [5]/Mt 25:1-13 

 

Eleanor Winter and Ryan Winter  by: Family 

Saturday 

August 29 

 

4:00 pm CC 
 4:30 pm St. A 

The Passion of Saint John the Baptist 

1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 15ab and 17 [cf. 15ab]/Mk 6:17-29 
 
Virginia Hess  by: Alice Molinari / Donna Wilgus  by: Family 
Daniel Kolodziej  by: Sylvia Burak 

Sunday 

August 30 

 

  8:30 am St. P 

9:30 am St. R 

11:00 am St. A 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2b]/Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27 

 
Betters & Kisner Family  by: William Betters / Stephen Lugarich  by: Rick & Mary Ann Tatarzyn 

Living and Deceased Members of our Parish 

Alex Kisan  by: Family 

          Mass Readings and Intentions 
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        FROM  FATHER  TERRY 

J+M+J 

“But who do you say that I am?” (Mt: 16:15) Hearing these words gave me a flashback to my 
second trip to the Holy Land in 2010. As I was journeying through the Holy Land, I kept 
hearing Jesus ask me, “Who do you say that I am?” At first, I 
brushed the question off, thinking why would such a question 
come to me? After all, I had been a Catholic for many years. 
The question kept coming. After a couple of days, I realized 
what the Lord was asking of me. To answer the question with 
more commitment, more zeal, more love, more gusto. Jesus 
continually poses the same question to us. Each time we 
answer, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God,” 
something amazing happens. We invite Jesus more into our 
hearts! You are the Christ, tells Jesus and the world that we 
are Christians. You are the Christ, says that Jesus is number one in our lives. You are the 
Christ, gives us a whole new way of living life. You are the Christ, fills us with meaning and 
purpose. You are the Christ, fills us with confidence and hope. You are the Christ, tells us that 
heaven awaits. If we think we are done answering today’s question, we are sadly mistaken. 
Jesus asks us the same question again and again, “But who do you say that I am?”  

Since we have become a new parish, we are now called upon to form a new Pastoral and 
Finance Council. We will begin with Finance Council. The Finance Council assists the Pastor 
in the very important task of overseeing the parish finances. As good stewards, the members 
lend financial advice to the Pastor, in light of the parish mission. The council meets 
approximately once per month. I hope to have a total of 9 members on the council. I ask that 
you pray about becoming a member of council or nominating someone who you believe 
would serve well on council. If you are interested in being a member or want to nominate 
another, please notify me by Tuesday, September 8, either at toconnor@diopitt.org or         
412-672-9641.      

mailto:toconnor@diopitt.org
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 Please remember in your prayers : 

Daniel DiMucci, Carole Joseph ,Linda Maher and 
Herbert T. Peiffer 

 
May their souls and all the souls of the faithful 

departed rest in peace.  Amen.   

 OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS 

August 16, 2020  

Offertory   $    12,849.00 

Monthly Maintenance  $                  658.00 

Parish Share*   $               1,150.00 

Assumption   $      1,601.00 

Catholic Communication $                  140.00 

Outreach   $           42.00 

Votives   $         254.00 

 

*We have collected $101,538.00 towards our goal of 
$181,258 

Thank you for your generous donations and 
continued support. 

LIVESTREAM  SCHEDULE FOR THE 
WEEK OF AUGUST 23 

Daily Mass           M—F    8:30 A.M. 

Weekend Masses:     Saturday  4:30 P.M.  

            Sunday            11:00 A.M. 

Rosary            Tue. 8/25  7:00 P.M. 

Holy Hour            Thu. 8/27  7:00 P.M. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

We are in need of Church Cleaners 

and Monitors. If interested, please call 

the rectory at 412-672-9641 or email 

secretary@marymotherofgod1.org. 

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD PARISH       

CHRISTIAN MOTHERS/ROSARY SOCIETY 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU for all 

the cereal donations on August 12. In less than 3 

hours, 200 boxes cereal were dropped off. A 

generous gesture of love! Thank you to the Ladies of 

Charity for your help. You helped make this drive a 

success! Thank you Fr. Joe Beck for your donations, 

but most of all for you taking the time from your 

busy day to stop at the hall and say hello and share 

your love and support with us. You made our day! 

~Nancy, Kay, Evelyn, Bonnie and Joan 

Dear Nancy and Parishioners,  

On behalf of Sr. Peg and the staff at 

the Intersection, I thank you for the 

wonderful delivery of cereal, 

peanut butter and jelly...we are so grateful for your 

partnership in helping neighbors in need. One of 

God’s greatest blessings is His gift of special people, 

the ones who touch our days with kindness, fill our 

hearts with gratitude and bring His love to others. 

~Sr. Claudia Stehle 

OLDIES DANCE 

Due to COVID19 restrictions, the Old-

ies Dance scheduled for November 7th  

at St. Robert Church has been cancelled.  

On July 7, an envelope was found on the grounds of 

St. Angela Church. If you have any information 

concerning the contents or owner, please call the 

office at 412-672-9641 during regular office hours  

HOLE IN ONE! 

Congratulations to Fr. Brennan who 

made his very first Hole in One 

August 11th! Fr. Brennan 

accomplished his lifelong dream on 

the 14th hole at Buffalo Golf Course 

in Sarver, PA using a 9 iron for a total distance of 

129 yards. Your former parish family join in 

celebrating this happy occasion. Congratulations! 

mailto:secretary@marymotherofgod1.org
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NEW  RCIA  PROGRAM 

Dear Parishioners,   

We are excited to launch our new RCIA program. In 

prior years, joining with surrounding parishes,  we 

held  classes on Sunday mornings at Corpus Christi 

Hall. As a newly formed parish, we are  happy to 

announce that we are sponsoring our own RCIA 

program. Deacon Reynold Wilmer will be leading 

our new RCIA program on Thursdays at St. Angela 

at 7:00 P.M., beginning September 10. We will have 

a variety of presenters teaching the classes.  

 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

For Adults (RCIA) is a process for adults to either 

become Catholic or for Catholics to receive the rest 

of their Sacraments of Initiation. Have you ever 

thought of becoming Catholic? Are you Catholic but 

still need First Holy Communion and/or 

Confirmation? Is there someone you would like to 

invite to learn more about becoming Catholic? Are 

you a fully initiated Catholic but would like to learn 

more about the faith? 

Simply put, coming to know Jesus changes 

everything!  

 

If you would like to 

discuss RCIA further,  

please contact Deacon 

Reynold at 412-849-1235 

or by email: 

rwilmer754@gmail.com 

 

To Jesus through Mary, 

Fr. Terry 

BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS 

Prior to the birth and baptism of their first child, 

parents are required to attend a Baptism Preparation 

class. The next class will be offered by Deacon 

Reynold Wilmer on Tuesday, August 26 at 7:00 

P.M. at St. Angela.  To register for this class, please 

contact Deacon Reynold at 412-849-1235 or by 

email: rwilmer754@gmail.com.  You can also call 

the parish office at      412-672-9641 or by email: 

secretary@marymotherofgod1.org. 

 

Don’t forget about our “To Go” Fish Fry this Friday, 

August 28th! Limited quantities of  our menu are 

still available. Please call our dedicated phone 

numbers: 412-672-2220 / 412-215-9857 for more 

information and menu availability.   

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for food prep and fish 

breading on Thursday 8/27 at 1:00 P.M. and to work 

the fish fry on Friday 8/28 starting at 2:00P.M. 

please call: 

Susie Litzinger:      412-965-6702 

Noreen Dodds:       412-334-1967 

Joanne Dorazio:     412-780-4810 

Kathleen Strangis:  724-516-5573 

Although we are not having a Festival this year due 

to coronavirus safety concerns, we are still having 

the Festival Raffle. We would like to thank our 

parishioners for the fantastic response so far! 

Additional books of tickets are available at the 

rectory, or you may see an usher after weekend 

Masses. We ask that you please return all stubs and 

money to the office by 9:00 P.M. on each night of 

the drawing. 

 

Drawings will be livestreamed! 
Log onto our website, Facebook, or YouTube 

channel at 10:00 P.M. 

August 27, 28, 29 to 

watch the winning 

ticket being drawn 

LIVE!   

Good luck! 
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Dear Families, 

We hope you are staying safe and enjoying the 

summer! 

After MUCH deliberation we have come up with a 

schedule for the Faith Formation Year!  ALL 

programs will be meeting twice per month this 

year!  We have read your surveys and met with the 

Faith Formation volunteers to come up with the 

following changes and options.  PLEASE choose the 

option that fits best for your family! 

Registration fees: 

$50 per child 

$90 for two children 

$120 for 3+ children 

Please send check to: 

Mary, Mother of God Parish/Emily Belchick 

1640 Fawcett Avenue 

White Oak, PA  15131 

 

REGISTER ONLINE BY CLICKING ON THE 

FAITH FORMATION TAB @ 

www.marymotherofgod1.org 

 

If you have any questions please e-mail or call the 

office! 

THANK YOU! 

Emily and Krista 

ebelchick@marymotherofgod1.org 

ksudyk@marymotherofgod1.org 
(412)672-9641  

Option A: IN PERSON          

Faith Formation 

Family Program Grades Pre-K-5th with family 

*Meets in person twice per month 

*At home lessons using bibles and tangible 

resources. 

*Sacramental Prep with parents in person once per 

month (2nd grade only) 

EDGE Middle School Program Grades 6th-8th 

students only 

*Meets in person twice per month Sunday evenings 

*Sacramental Prep with parents once per month (8th 

grade only) 

PLEASE NOTE that all programs will be 

following the state guidelines on social distancing 

and the serving of food.  MASK ARE REQUIRED 

for all!  If the state moved to a red phase 

everything will be moved to ZOOM. 

Option B: AT HOME             

Faith Formation 

Family Program Grades Pre-K-5th with family 

*Completes monthly lessons at home as a family 

*Joins in monthly ZOOM call for whole family once 

per month 

*Parents teach Sacramental Prep Program and 

complete packet (2nd grade only) 

EDGE Middle School Program Grades 6th-8th 

grade students only 

*Watches pre-recorded talks at home on Youtube  

*Small group discussion with family and completes 

google form 

*Parents teach Sacramental Prep Program and 

complete google forms for each lesson (8th grade 

only) 

mailto:ebelchick@marymotherofgod1.org
mailto:ksudyk@marymotherofgod1.org
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SOUP SALE 

The Steven P. Barry Assembly of the Knights of 

Columbus will be holding a soup sale from the end 

of July until September 6th. Delivery will start 

October 14th. The soups are sold frozen by the quart 

and will be supplied by Rockwell’s Red Lion 

Restaurant in Elizabeth, PA. Sales will be by phone  

or mail order only. All proceeds benefit the Knights 

of Columbus Charities.  

• Creamy Pepper Jack Cheese and Crab $11/QT 

• Shrimp Bisque    $11/QT 

• Creamy Beer Cheese   $11/QT 

• Italian Wedding    $10/QT 

• Chicken Noodle    $10/QT 

• French Onion*     $9/QT 
*Just add your own croutons and cheese then bake 

 

Also available is a 4pk of Vinegar & Oil+ $15.00 
+ 1 each of: fruit infused vinegar, traditional balsamic vinegar,    

infused olive oil, extra virgin olive oil 

 

Orders can be mailed to: 

Jerry Maxa 

704 Kathleen Drive 

Jefferson Hills, PA. 15025 

Or call Jerry @ 412-653-7938 

Make checks payable to K of C Steven P. Barry Assembly 

MA’S PANTRY BOARD VACANCY 

MA’s Pantry is currently searching 

for a board member from Mary, 

Mother of God Parish. MA’s Pantry 

was founded in 1983 by an 

ecumenical group of congregations 

of which Roman Catholics now part 

of Mary, Mother of God Parish were among the 

leaders. The pastor and 3 lay members from each of 

the sponsoring congregations make up the board. 

Currently, Fr. Terry and 2 Mary, Mother of God lay 

members are on the board. The third lay member has 

just retired after 27 years of leadership. The board 

meets 4 times each year. In addition to board 

meetings, members also volunteer in some other 

capacity according to their gifts and time. This gives 

them knowledge helpful to them in guiding the 

program. MA’s Pantry is a 501(c)3 not for profit 

charitable organization, a member of the United Way 

of Southwestern Pennsylvania and the Greater 

Pittsburgh Community Food Bank. Interested persons 

may contact the president, Dr. Ed Sites at:              

724-515-5478 or esites@pitt.edu. 

For the safety of all parishioners, I wanted to remind 

everyone attending Mass of the following items:   

• Masks must be worn properly (covering mouth 

and nose) 

• Please follow the instructions of the monitors 

and ushers 

• If anyone attending one of our Masses tests 

positive for COVID-19, they must alert the office 

so we can start our contact tracing process 

• After the reception of communion, please exit the 

building and the grounds in a timely manner 
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In the New 
Testament, 
Bartholomew is 
mentioned only 
in the lists of the 
apostles. Some 
scholars identify 
him with 
Nathanael, a man 

of Cana in Galilee who was 
summoned to Jesus by Philip. 
Jesus paid him a great 
compliment: “Here is a true 
Israelite. There is no duplicity in 
him” (John 1:47b). When 
Nathanael asked how Jesus knew 
him, Jesus said, “I saw you under 
the fig tree” (John 1:48b). 
Whatever amazing revelation this 
involved, it brought Nathanael to 
exclaim, “Rabbi, you are the Son 
of God; you are the King of 
Israel” (John 1:49b). But Jesus 
countered with, “Do you believe 
because I told you that I saw you 
under the fig tree? You will see 
greater things than this” (John 
1:50b). 
Nathanael did see greater things. 
He was one of those to whom 
Jesus appeared on the shore of the 
Sea of Tiberias after his 
resurrection (see John 21:1-14). 
They had been fishing all night 
without success. In the morning, 
they saw someone standing on the 
shore though no one knew it was 
Jesus. He told them to cast their 
net again, and they made so great a 
catch that they could not haul the 
net in. Then John cried out to 
Peter, “It is the Lord.” 
When they brought the boat to 
shore, they found a fire burning, 
with some fish laid on it and some 
bread. Jesus asked them to bring 
some of the fish they had caught, 
and invited them to come and eat 
their meal. John relates that 
although they knew it was Jesus, 
none of the apostles presumed to 
inquire who he was. This, John 
notes, was the third time Jesus 
appeared to the apostles. 
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-
bartholomew/  

Saint Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz 

August 25 

Joseph, who was born on September 11, 1556, grew 
up in a wealthy family in Spain. As a tutor in Rome, 
he ministered to people suffering from the plague and 
floods. Some considered him an apostle to people 
who were poor. He was especially troubled about 
children with little means who were growing up in 
violent surroundings with no hope for a good future 
or for Christian training. So Joseph opened free 
schools in Europe. Getting good teachers was 
difficult. First, Pope Clement VIII and then Pope 

Paul V encouraged Joseph in his forming of a religious order of men to 
staff the schools. At this time, Joseph was elected the head of his order, 
Clerks Regular of the Religious Schools 
(also called the Piarists). Then attacks 
began. When students from private 
schools switched to the free schools, 
their former teachers were angry. Many 
rich people were threatened by the 
thought of underprivileged people 
learning new ideas. These powerful 
people tried to stop the free schools. 
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-
resources/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/
saint-joseph-of-calasanz/  

Louis was devoted to his people, 
founding hospitals, visiting the sick, 
and like his patron Saint Francis, 
caring even for people with leprosy. 
He is one of the patrons of the 
Secular Franciscan Order. Louis 
united France—lords and townsfolk, 
peasants and priests and knights—
by the force of his personality and 
holiness. For many years the nation 
was at peace. 
Every day, Louis had 13 special guests from among the poor to eat with 
him, and a large number of poor were served meals near his palace. 
During Advent and Lent, all who presented themselves were given a 
meal, and Louis often served them in person. He kept lists of needy 
people, whom he regularly relieved, in every province of his dominion. 
Louis was strong-willed, strong-minded. His word was trusted utterly, 
and his courage in action was remarkable. What is most remarkable was 
his sense of respect for anyone with whom he dealt, especially the 
“humble folk of the Lord.” To care for his people he built cathedrals, 
churches, libraries, hospitals and orphanages. He dealt with princes 
honestly and equitably. He hoped to be treated the same way by the 
King of Kings, to whom he gave his life, his family and his country  
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-louis-of-france/  

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-bartholomew/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-bartholomew/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-joseph-of-calasanz/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-joseph-of-calasanz/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-joseph-of-calasanz/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-louis-of-france/
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Monica had at least three 
children who survived 
infancy. The oldest, 
Augustine, is the most 
famous. At the time of his 
father’s death, Augustine 
was 17 and a rhetoric 
student in Carthage. Monica 
was distressed to learn that 
her son had accepted the 
Manichean heresy—”all 
flesh is evil”—and was 
living an immoral life. For a 
while, she refused to let him 
eat or sleep in her house. 

Then one night she had a vision that assured her 
Augustine would return to the faith. From that time 
on, she stayed close to her son, praying and fasting 
for him. In fact she often stayed much closer than 
Augustine wanted. 

When he was 29, Augustine decided to go to Rome 
to teach rhetoric. Monica was determined to go 
along. One night he told his mother that he was going 
to the dock to say goodbye to a friend. Instead he set 
sail for Rome. Monica was heartbroken when she 
learned of Augustine’s trick, but she still followed 
him. She arrived in Rome only to find that he had left 
for Milan. Although travel was difficult, Monica 
pursued him to Milan. 

In Milan, Augustine came under the influence of the 
bishop, Saint Ambrose, who also became Monica’s 
spiritual director. She accepted his advice in 
everything and had the humility to give up some 
practices that had become second nature to her. 
Monica became a leader of the devout women in 
Milan as she had been in Tagaste. 

She continued her prayers for Augustine during his 
years of instruction. At Easter 387, Saint Ambrose 
baptized Augustine and several of his friends. Soon 
after, his party left for Africa. Although no one else 
was aware of it, Monica knew her life was near the 
end. She told Augustine, “Son, nothing in this world 
now affords me delight. I do not know what there is 
now left for me to do or why I am still here, all my 
hopes in this world being now fulfilled.” She became 
ill shortly after and suffered severely for nine days 
before her death. 

Almost all we know about St. Monica is in the 
writings of Saint Augustine, especially 
his Confessions. 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-monica/  

A Christian at 33, a priest 
at 36, a bishop at 41: 
Many people are familiar 
with the biographical 
sketch of Augustine of 
Hippo, sinner turned 
saint. But really to get to 
know the man is a 
rewarding experience. 

There quickly surfaces 
the intensity with which 
he lived his life, whether 
his path led away from or 
toward God. The tears of 
his mother, the 
instructions of Ambrose 
and, most of all, God himself speaking to him in the 
Scriptures, redirected Augustine’s love of life to a 
life of love. 

Having been so deeply immersed in creature-pride of 
life in his early days and having drunk deeply of its 
bitter dregs, it is not surprising that Augustine should 
have turned, with a holy fierceness, against the many 
demon-thrusts rampant in his day. His times were 
truly decadent: politically, socially, morally. He was 
both feared and loved, like the Master. The perennial 
criticism leveled against him: a fundamental 
rigorism. 

In his day, Augustine providentially fulfilled the 
office of prophet. Like Jeremiah and other greats, he 
was hard-pressed but could not keep quiet. “I say to 
myself, I will not mention him/I will speak in his 
name no more/But then it becomes like fire burning 
in my heart/imprisoned in my bones/I grow weary 
holding it in/I cannot endure it” (Jeremiah 20:9). 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-augustine-of-hippo/  

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-monica/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-augustine-of-hippo/
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