
Saint Mary’s Church
30 Bartlet Street ● Westfield, MA 01085i

A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY SERVING GOD AND NEIGHBOR

WELCOME
No matte what youe petettt etatue it tht Catholic Chuech,
No matte what youe cueettt family oe maeital eituatot,

No matte what youe cueettt pteeotal hietoey, aet,  ackeeoutd, oe eact,
No matte what youe owt etlf-imaet—

You aet itvittd, wtlcomtd, acctpttd, lovtd atd eteptcttd htet at Saitt Maey’e Paeieh.
Wt aet htet to wtlcomt atd etevt you. 

Toetthte wt aet all calltd to cotvteeiot it Cheiet.

Baptism: Usually celebrated the last weekend of the month. Please contact the rectory to get started.
Confession:  Saturdays 2:30-3:30 pm, twice a year at our Westfield Communal Reconciliaton Service or any tme by appointment.
Marriage: Please call any of the priests or deacons to begin the preparaton process at least one year in advance.
New Parishioners: Welcome! Please call the rectory to register.
St. Mary’s Parish School: For more informaton regarding registraton and enrollment in our Preschool (3 year olds), PreK, Elementary 
School please call (i685-238585) or High School please call (i685-i692).
Religious Education: CCD for grades K-11 takes place Sept. to April. Contact the Ofce of Religious Educaton for more details.
Ministerio Hispánico: Tenemos muchos: Círculo de Oración, Cofradas, Hijas de María, Juan XXIII, Ultrella y más. Llama al Diácono Pedro

THE KNOTS PRAYER

Dear God:
Please unte the knots that are in my mind, my heart and my life.

Remove the have nots, the can nots and the do nots that I have in my mind. 
Erase the will nots, may nots, might nots that may fnd a home in my heart.

Release me from the could nots, would nots and should nots that obstruct my life. 
And most of all, Dear God, I ask that you remove from my mind,

my heart and my life all of the 'am nots' that I have allowed to hold me back,
especially the thought that I am not good enough. 

AMEN 

Eucharist
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m

 Sunday:  85:30, 10:00, 11:30 a.m. & i p.m.
(11:30 am Misa en Español)

Daily Monday-Friday 85:30 a.m.
Holy Days 

 85:30 a.m. & 6:1i p.m. (Bilingual)

Telephone
Rectory & Pastoral Ministry           i62-i477
Fax           i62-i4785
Elementary School           i685-238585
Advancement           i685-i692
St. Vincent de Paul           i685-i619
High School                           i685-i692
Ofce of Religious Educaton         i685-1127

Staf
Fr. Mathew Alcombright

Pastor
Fr. John Tuohey
Parochial Vicar

Deacon Roger Carrier
Deacon Pedro Rivera

Mrs. Michele Suhocki
Pastoral Minister

Mrs. Nadine Huertas
Director of Young Adult Ministry

Mrs. Kay Mowat
Pre K – 6 Religious Educaton

Mrs. Joanne Bagge
Grade 7+ Religious Educaton

Mr. Rob Lepage
Music Director
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Saturday, December 8
4:00 PM Ida & Louis Masciadrelli, + Birthday Remem-

brance, requested by Their Daughters & Families
Sunday, December 9

8:30 AM Giacomo Mottola, requested by His Children
10:00 AM Yvette Fattorini, + Birthday Remembrance, 

requested by Her Husband, Louis and Family
11:30 AM Dona Santos Rosario Ruiz, 8th Anniversary, 

requested by Gladys Cintron
  5:00 PM Steven Huffmire,  51st Anniversary, requested by 

The Huffmire Family
Monday, December 10

8:30 AM All the Souls in Purgatory
Tuesday, December 11

8:30 AM Hazel Affenito, + Birthday Remembrance
Irenee Aube, 35th Anniversary, requested by Her 
Family 

7 :00 PM ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE
Wednesday, December 12

8:30 AM Marcia Rogers, 1st Anniversary, requested by 
Terry Tucker 
John Dowd, requested by Susan Regensburger 

Thursday, December 13
8:30 AM Michael Fletcher & Lindsay Fletcher, requested by 

Glen Ebisch & Maureen Egan 
Friday, December 14

8:30 AM Rafael Restrepo requested by family 
Saturday, December 15

4:00 PM Elaine Noonan, 2nd Anniversary, requested by Her 
Family 

Sunday, December 16
8:30 AM Maxine Collins, + Birthday Remembrance, 

requested by Her Husband & Family 
10:00 AM William G. Renschler Jr., 30th Anniversary, 

requested by His Family 
11:30 AM Francisca Santos, requested by Her Family 

 5:00 PM Luke M. Leary, 21st Anniversary, requested by His 
Family

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15
4 PM
Altar Servers: Amelia Willenborg, Luke Willenborg
Reader:  Paulette Hall
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16
8:30 AM 
Altar Servers: Jessica Crosby, Colin Ramos, Paighton Ramos
Reader: Jay Ricci
10 AM
Altar Servers: Justin Haluch, Calaeb Vieweg
Reader: Jeanne DeBold
11:30 AM
Altar Servers: Tony Torres, Jade Ríos
Reader: María Sanabria
5 PM
Altar Servers: Fionnuala Matthews, Declan Matthews
Reader: Religious Education

NEXT WEEK’S LITURGICAL MINISTERS

MASS INTENTIONS

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE in the upstairs Church 
will burn from December 1 through 14, for a Very Special 
Intention requested by Bernie and Toni Hills.

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE in the downstairs Church 
will burn from December 1 through 14, in loving Memory 
of  Tom O’Neil, requested by His Family.

If you would like to contribute towards the beautiful flowers on our 
altar, there is a notebook in the main entrance of the Church. It is 
easy to fill out a request and a great way to honor someone who has 
passed away or to celebrate a great event in someone’s life.

LET US PRAY
Please remember in your prayers,  all the sick in our parish, our 
families and friends. Please also pray for our beloved deceased: 
Sr. Loretta Scarlett SSJ, Lillian Ayr, James Murphy, Grace 
Wade, Irma Chretien, Theresa Boudreau, Maureen McDowell, 
Martin Methe, Francisca Santos and Rev. Joseph Parent OMI.
WINTER IS HERE. And with it comes cold and flu season. 
Please refrain from receiving from the cup if  you are feeling ill 
or have a cold. Eucharistic Ministers are taught to wipe the 
chalice with a clean part of  the purificator, and the chalices are 
washed with hot, soapy water after every Mass. But if  you do 
not feel well, please do not receive from the cup. The fullness 
of  Jesus’ presence is in either species, bread or wine. If  you are 
not receiving from the chalice, it is customary to make a bow 
when you pass by as a sign of  respect. Also, during these 
winter months some people choose to make the sign of  peace 
through a wave or a bow rather than shaking hands. It is 
sometimes awkward to adjust, but a courteous wave back is a 
friendly response.

The Lord has done great 
things, leading His people out 
of  slavery to the glorious 
splendor of  Jerusalem. Let us 
make ready the way of  the 
Lord by abounding in love 
and in the works of  justice.

DECEMBER 1 AND 2
424 Envelopes

Total in Envelopes: $12,634.00
Loose Cash: $715.38
TOTAL: $13,349.38

Fuel Collection: $1,142.00
ALL 2018 ENVELOPES MUST BE TURNED IN 
BY JANUARY 6, 2019 FOR 2018 TAX PURPOSES

WE STEWARD OUR TREASURE

 2                                                                     SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

THANK YOU!
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“STAY AWAKE!”

Happy New Year! Last Sunday we began our new 
liturgical or church year. The First Sunday of  Advent marks 
a new beginning for us. The season of  Advent is one of  my 
favorite seasons during the Church year. I love the readings, 
prayers and music during this time. I love how they all point 
us to Jesus. During this season we are called to prepare for 
the Lord’s Coming. As Jesus says in the Gospel of  Matthew, 
“Stay awake! You do not know the time when the Son of  
Man will come.” 

We certainly prepare ourselves for that great celebration of  
Christmas when we celebrate the birth of  our Lord but we 
also prepare ourselves for that second coming of  Christ; a 
time that we do not know. Advent encourages us to prepare 
our hearts for the coming of  Jesus. As we light a new candle 
each week on our Advent Wreath we are reminded that the 
light of  Christ grows brighter throughout this time of  
waiting and preparation.

We look to the two main figures of  our Advent Season: St. 
John the Baptist and the Blessed Virgin Mary. John 

encourages us to “prepare the way of  the Lord and make 
straight His paths” and Mary teaches the example of  
courageous and quiet trust in the Lord’s promise, “Let it be 
done to me according to your word.” The two of  them model 
for us the true meaning of  this busy season… there is 
definitely a movement and preparedness that we must feel as 
we anticipate the Lord’s coming but we also prepare by taking 
time to be quiet and reflect on the Lord’s will for us until He 
comes again. As we light those candles on the Advent Wreath 
we see the calm and quiet of  the flame that allows it to burst 
into movement. May it be for us this season where we find 
ourselves running all over preparing many things for the 
holidays. May we take time to quiet our hearts and listen to 
the Lord speaking to us and then burst forth with anticipation 
for His coming to us.

May the Advent Season be a time of  renewal, conversion and 
hope for all of  us. May the light of  Christ be born in us anew 
so that he will find us always ready and awake! 

God bless you all!

FATHER MATT

Registration is open for the annual ski trip
If  you ski or snowboard, please join us for three 
days of  fun in the snow at Sunday River Ski 
Resort in Maine. We’ll stay at the Town & 
Country Inn. They provide us with great 
breakfasts and dinners, pool, jacuzzi, and a game 
room. We’ll ride a luxury bus from and to St. 
Mary’s, and back and forth to the mountains 
each day. Departure: Tuesday, February 19, and 
return: Friday, the 22. Cost is $405-$495 per 

person based on age and number of  people in the hotel room. 
Unaccompanied teens will be chaperoned by St. Mary’s Troop 
109 adult leaders or St. Mary’s staff  members.  Register online 
at www.STMski.com. A variety of  credit/debit cards and Paypal 
are accepted. 

If  you would like the name of  your 
loved one in the military listed in the 
b u l l e t i n , e m a i l t h e m t o 
bulletin@stmsaints.org.  Many of  the 
congregation would certainly offer 
prayers for their safety and service.
PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL OUR 

MILITARY, especially: Capt. Daniel P. Williams, Sgt. Nathan 
DiSessa, SSgt. Preston Hallett, Soldier Steven Irwin, Marine 
Kikki Green, 2nd Lt. James F. Lentini, Sr. Airman Patrick 
Liptak, Sgt. Luke Dengler, USCG Adam Morin, Petty 
Officer Joseph W. Nieves, Airman Jack Clark, 2nd Lt. 
Nicholas J. Vasquez, SPC Jaymes Hoyt, Captain John Velis, 
Lance CPL Bailey French, 1st Lt. Henry Desilets, 2nd Lt. 
Ryan Clark, and all of  the Barnes ANGs.

VOCATION VIEW
Second Sunday of Advent
John the Baptist cried out and made ready for the Lord.  
Who will promote the gospel in our community? (Luke 3: 
1-6)   If you think God is calling you If you think God is 
calling you, please email vocations@diospringfield.org. 
Website: www.myvocation.com

“Let us allow ourselves to be 
guided by [Mary this Advent], she 
who is mother, a mamma and 
knows how to guide us. Let us 
allow ourselves to be guided by 
her during this season of active 
waiting and watchfulness.”

Pope Francis

http://www.stmski.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:bulletin@stmsaints.org
http://www.myvocation.com
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ST. PEREGRINE (patron saint of  cancer patients) 
MEDALS: Prayer cards can be picked up at the Parish Center 
or the Rectory. Please stop by during office hours. These blessed 
medals were donated by a very special parish friend!
“LITTLE CHURCH” Sunday School is Cool! For young 
children, which is held every Sunday in the lower church 
during the 10:00 Mass. Come by any time to visit and 
meet the other children and families! *High school 
students may volunteer!
OUR FRESHMAN SERVICES GROUP, R.I.S.E is 
collecting new unopened toys to donate to Toys for Tots for the 
holiday season. Please bring your donations to the December 
coffee hour on December 23.  If  you are unable to attend the 
coffee hour and would like to have your donations picked up, 
please call (413) 374-1379.

GIVING TREE During this Christmas Season we reach 
out to those children and families that need some extra help. 
Now underway, there are tags on the “Giving Tree” with 
children’s names. In the past, many parishioners have been 
very generous in helping others. Please take a name from the 
tree and bring back a wrapped gift by December 16, to the 
Church or CCD office. Thank you for caring!
SANTA COFFEE HOUR: Our yearly Santa Coffee Hour is 
coming soon! It will be on December 23 after the 10:00 
Mass in the St. Mary’s High School Gym! Come for coffee, 
donuts and a special treat with our special guest! Hope you 
all have been extra good this year!

ST. MARY’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT will be December 
23 during the 10:00 Family Mass! All children, Grades 2-6, 
are invited to participate! (Pageant practice will be December 
20, 4:00-5:30.) Sign-up papers are out! Just fill out and return 
to your CCD teacher or the ORE!

CCD CORNER
Monday,  December 10

9 am ESL - Center
4:15 pm CCD
6:45 pm Boy Scouts 109 - ES

7 pm El Camino Reunion Consejo – Center
7 pm St. Vincent de Paul - Center

Tuesday,  December 11
6:30 am Men of St. Joseph - Lower Church
4:15 pm CCD
6:30 pm Cub Scout Pack 109 - ES Café

7 pm Advent Penance Service - Upper Church
7 pm Renovación Carismática - Lower Church

Wednesday, December 12
9 am Eucharistic Adoration - Church
9 am ESL - Center

9:30 am Bible Study - Center, Rm. 4
5 pm Benediction - Lower Church
6 pm Eucharistic Adoration/Reconciliation
7 pm Bible Study - Center
7 pm Juan XXIII - Lower Church

Thursday, December 13
7 pm El Camino Asamblea - ES
7 pm Encuentro Juvenil - Center
7 pm Ultrella - Center

Saturday, December 15 - 
5 am Misa de Aguinaldo - Lower Church
9 am Advent Lectio Divina - Center, Upper Room
1 pm Legion de Maria - Center

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL STAND OUT WEEKEND
Sunday, December 16 - THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

10 am Little Church - Lower Church
5 pm Youth Mass - Upper Church
7 pm Men of St. Joseph - Lower Church

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARY’S

Invite Someone to Come
and See
If  you (or someone you know) 
have questions about the Catholic 
Faith - whether thinking about 
becoming a Catholic or have been 
away for a while and want an 
update, consider the Rite of  Christian Initiation of  Adults 
(RCIA). Most people are seeking something – whether they 
call it a deeper ‘relationship with God’ or more simply, 
‘meaning and purpose’ in life. Whatever the reason, we 
welcome you. The RCIA is a time to come together and 
examine our lives in light of  the Gospel and grow as the 
person God calls us to be. For more information, contact 
Deacon Roger Carrier at 413-562-5477, ext. 148 or email him 
at deacon_roger@att.net.

St. Thomas the Apostle Cemetery - West Springfield
Christmas logs and winter decorations can be placed in the 
cemetery beginning December 1, 2018 and can remain in the 
cemetery until March 15, 2019.

mailto:deacon_roger@att.net%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE
There will be a Communal Reconciliation Service on 
Tuesday, December 11, in the upstairs Church starting at 7 
p.m. with Frs. Matt, John and guest priests. Advent is a great 
time to examine our lives and turn again to God in His great 
gift of  Reconciliation. Confessions are also heard every 
Saturday from 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. in our lower church. 

JOIN the Prayer Shawl Ministry Team!
Experienced knitters and crocheters needed. However, if  you 
want to make a Prayer Shawl but do not know how, we will 
teach you! All supplies will be given to 
you. 
Learn how to knit or crochet and 
make a prayer shawl for a fellow 
brother or sister in Christ who is very 
ill and needs a prayer shawl made with 
love to help comfort them. 
Another way to get involved is by 
donating money so we can buy yarn 
and other supplies. 
PLEASE REACH OUT TO PASTORAL MINISTER: 
Michele Suhocki: msuhocki@stmsaints.org, or call 
413-562-5477, ext. 144. Visit www.shawlministry.com for lots 
of  information about this ministry. Is God calling you to join 
our team here at St. Mary’s? I am praying you will join us. I 
taught myself  how to knit and crochet, now I can teach you!

ATLANTIC CITY GETAWAY: February 19-21, 2019. 
Enjoy 2 nights at Bally’s Hotel Casino, two shows at Caesars 
Casino, $50 in slot bonus, and $50 in meal vouchers. Cost 
includes taxes, hotel baggage, cancellation protection, and 
driver gratuity. $229 pp dbl., $219 triple., $329 single. To 
make your reservation, call Sylvia at 594-2757.

Pastoral Minister Asks
Do you know of  any parishioners or family 
members that are ill, in nursing homes or 
hospitals? Please contact Office of  Pastoral 
Ministry at 413-562-5477, ext. 144, and 
speak to Michele Suhocki so a pastoral 
minister visit may be scheduled.  

If you have moved or changed your phone number, 
please call the rectory at 562-5477. God may be omniscient, 
but we could use a heads up to stay connected!

PRAYER LINE
The Confraternity of  the Most Holy Rosary 
members will begin a prayer line. We will take 
prayer requests for you or your loved ones. 
Please call or text:  Betty Mitchell, 
413-563-0592, or Marguerite Murphy, 
413-531-5648. 

HOLIDAY BULLETIN DEADLINES
The printing schedule for our bulletins will change during the holiday season, as will our own deadlines. For the December 
23rd bulletin, Tuesday, December 11th, at noon. For the December 30th bulletin, Monday, December 17, at noon. For 
the January 6th bulletin, Friday, December 21st, at noon. Thank you for your co-operation during this busy season!

JESUS: The Savior Among Us
Join us at St. Mary’s on Saturday, December 15 and 22 
from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. in the Parish Center. This is 
a free Advent study and all materials will be given to you. 
We will ponder questions like: (1) What does it mean to 
say that the Savior is among us? (2) Does God’s 
everlasting gift of  His Son make a tangible difference in 
our lives? (3) Do our actions match our belief  that Christ, 
the Savior of  the world, was born in Bethlehem more 
than 2,000 years ago, that He died to save us from our 
sins and that He will come again? (4) Do we trust in His 
goodness and mercy? (5) Do we have faith that He is 
always by our side?
These are questions worth pondering during this holy 
season. It is very easy to get caught up in the external 
planning for the holiday without taking the quiet time 
needed to prepare for the holy day and season of  
Christmas. ADVENT is meant to be a time of spiritual 
preparation for both the celebration of  Jesus’ birthday 
and for the second coming of  Christ at the end of  the 
world. As we come together each week, I pray our time 
of  prayer and reflection, as we meditate on the words of  
Scripture and the teachings of  Pope Francis, will bring us 
into a deeper relationship with Christ and help us to more 
fully embrace Jesus’ call to a life of  love and service.
To register or ask questions: contact Michele Suhocki, 
Pastoral Minister: msuhocki@stmsaints.org, 413-562-5477, 
ext. 144.

Seminarian Fund
As a kick off  to the Year of  Vocations 
for the Diocese the Vocations Office is 
looking to re-establish the Seminarian 
Fund which allows the Diocese to 
provide our seminarians with semester 
stipends to offset their living expenses. 
Our seminarians are not able to work 
during their years of  formation and 
need our help as they prepare to serve 
us, one day, as our priests. Please 
consider donating to the Seminarian 
Fund by mailing a check payable to 
“Seminarian Fund” to the Vocations 
Office, Diocese of  Springfield, P.O. 
Box 1730, 65 Elliot St., Springfield, 
MA 01102. 
Please pray for our current seminarians 
as well as those who may be discerning 
a call to priesthood or religious life. 

mailto:msuhocki@stmsaints.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.shawlministry.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:msuhocki@stmsaints.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


 6                                             GOD BLESS YOU AND HAVE A GOOD WEEK!
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