
30 Bartlett Street ~ Westfield, MA 01085
A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY SERVING GOD AND NEIGHBOR

WELCOME
No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church,

No matter what your current family or marital situation,
No matter what your current personal history, age, background, or race,

No matter what your own self-image—
You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved and respected here

 at Saint Mary’s Parish.
We are here to welcome and serve you. 

Together we are all called to conversion in Christ.

BAPTISM: Usually celebrated the last weekend of the month. Please 
contact the rectory to get started.

CONFESSION: Saturdays 2:30-3:30 pm, twice a year at our Westfield 
Communal Reconciliation Service or any time by appointment.

MARRIAGE: Please call any of the priests or deacons to begin the 
preparation process at least one year in advance.

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome! Please call the rectory to register.

ST. MARY’S PARISH SCHOOL: For more information regarding 
registration and enrollment in our Preschool (3 year olds), PreK, 
Elementary School please call (568-2388) or High School please call 
(568-5692).

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: CCD for grades K-11 takes place Sept. to
April. Contact the Office of Religious Education for more details.

MINISTERIO HISPANICO: Tenemos muchos: Círculo de Oración, 
Cofradas, Hijas de María, Juan XXIII, Ultrella y más. Llama al 
Diácono Pedro.

EUCHARIST

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m
 Sunday:  8:30, 10:00, 11:30 a.m. & 5 p.m.

(11:30 am Misa en Español)
Daily Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.

Holy Days as posted but usually 8:30 a.m. &
6:15 p.m. (Bilingual)

STAFF

Fr. Matthew Alcombright – Pastor
Deacon Roger Carrier

Deacon Osvaldo Mendez
Deacon Pedro Rivera

Mrs. Michele Suhocki – Pastoral Minister
Mrs. Robin Jensen

Director of Advancement
Mrs. Kay Mowatt – Pre K – 6 Rel. Ed.
Mrs. Joanne Bagge - Grade 7+ Rel. Ed

Mr. Rob Lepage – Music Director

TELEPHONE

  Rectory & Pastoral Ministry   562-5477
  Fax   562-5478
  Elementary School   568-2388
  Advancement   568-1160
  St. Vincent de Paul   568-5619
  High School   568-5692
  Office of Religious Education   568-1127

THE KNOTS PRAYER 
Dear God:

Please untie the knots that are in my mind, my heart and my life.
Remove the have nots, the can nots and the do nots

that I have in my mind. Erase the will nots, may nots,
might nots that may find a home in my heart.
Release me from the could nots, would nots

and should nots that obstruct my life. 
And most of all, Dear God, 

I ask that you remove from my mind,
my heart and my life all of the 'am nots'

that I have allowed to hold me back,
especially the thought that I am not good enough.

AMEN
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Saturday, June 29
4:00 PM Elaine Collier, + Birthday Remembrance, requested 

by Her Sisters and Their Family
Sunday, June 30

8:30 AM Katherine Whitehead, John O’Connor and Jeremiah
O’Connor, Jr., requested by Their Family

10:00 AM Ramyl Angco, 1st Anniversary, requested by Mom, 
Dad,  Charisse, Ray and Janice

11:30 AM Special Intentions for Beth, requested by Adult Choir
       5:00 PM Kevin Sullivan, requested by Susan and Michael 

Regensburger
Monday, July 1

8:30 AM Ruth Cognac, requested by Dan & Connie
Smith
Lenore Tangocci, 4th Anniversary, requested by Her 
Family 

Tuesday, July 2
8:30 AM Irma Aube, + Birthday Remembrance, requested by

M/M Fernand Aube
Wednesday, July 3

8:30 AM Thomas Andrews, requested by Betty Mitchell
Thursday, July 4

8:30 AM For the People
Friday, July 5

8:30 AM All the Poor Souls in Purgatory, requested by 
R. & L. S.

Saturday, July 6
4:00 PM Mark Tebaldi, 2nd Anniversary, requested by Mom

Sunday, July 7
8:30 AM Jerome and Michael McMahon, + Birthday 

Remembrances, requested by Their Sister
10:00 AM Robert Heisler, Sr., 7th Anniversary, requested by His

Family
11:30 AM Encarnacion Rodriguez, 2nd Anniversary,

requested by Her Daughter
  5:00 PM Lynn Boscher, requested by Kate and Larry Taibbi

SATURDAY, JULY 6
4 PM
Altar Servers: Justin Haluch, Seamus Smith
Reader: Glorina Angco
SUNDAY, JULY 7
8:30 AM 
Altar Servers: Liam Ramos, Colin Ramos, Paighton Ramos
Reader: Cathy Sypek
10 AM
Altar Servers: Abbey Hutchison, Abigail Moore
Reader: Jeanne DeBold
11:30 AM
Altar Servers: Tony Torres, Jade Ríos, Alysse Ríos
Reader: Ángel Cruz, Jaquelyn Luna
5 PM
Altar Servers: Morgan Gagnon, Maya Guillotte
Reader: Aidelisa Lopez-Carrasco

NEXT WEEK’S LITURGICAL MINISTERS

MASS INTENTIONS

Elisha is summoned to follow the 
prophet Elijah and to succeed him. Jesus 
insists that those who follow him must 
abandon all material of  psychological 
securities, walking ever forward without 
looking back. It is the Lord alone who is 
to hold fast our lot. Paul distinguishes 
between true freedom and license.

JUNE 22 & 23
354 Envelopes

Total in Envelopes: $9,948.07
Loose Cash: $626.00
TOTAL: $10,574.07

Fuel: $80.00

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

WE STEWARD OUR TREASURE

 2                                                             13th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

LET US PRAY
Please remember in your prayers all the sick in our parish, our 
families and friends. Please also pray for our beloved deceased: 
Estelle Godin, Hernan Ochoa-Montoya, Deacon Genaro 
Medina, Carol O’Neil, Nancy Puskey and Charlotte 
Robienczak.

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE in the upstairs 
Church will burn from 6/29/19 to 7/12/19, in 
Memory of  Elaine and Bill Collier, requested by 
Sisters.

Flowers on the Altar this week 
are in Memory of  Thomas “Ted” Lane, 

56th Wedding Anniversary Remembrance

If you would like to contribute towards the beautiful flowers on our 
altar, there is a notebook in the main entrance of the Church. It is 
easy to fill out a request and a great way to honor someone who has 
passed away or celebrate a great event in someone’s life.

PLEASE PRAY FOR FR. MICHAEL
Fr. Michael Bernier, who was an associate here from 
2006-08, suffered a stroke and will be in the 
hospital for a long time. Let’s continue to 
support him! If  anyone would like to send 
Fr. Michael a card or write a note, please 
bring them to the rectory and Fr. John 
Salatino will see that he gets them.

Rectory is closed on Thursday, July 4
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We all remember—perhaps fondly—those multiple 
choice tests we had to take from time to time during our 
school days. If  we knew our subject, we could whiz through 
the test and finish well below the allotted time. If  we were 
not so knowledgeable, there was always the chance we took 
with an educated guess. Those educated gambles came with 
many a mark we ultimately made with our number two 
pencil.
As a veteran of  teaching high school as well as in colleges, 
my job entailed the composition of  such tests. While they 
were easy to grade they were hard to create. The “almost but 
not quite correct” answers were particularly challenging to 
devise. My “Track One” grade-hungry bright kids often 
made good arguments for their answers as opposed to the 
preferred one. Of  course, most of  the time they lost their 
appeal.
One lesson those tests taught was the power of  good 
decision-making. As their elder, I knew my students would 
inevitably have to face heftier decisions in life beyond the 
classroom. They would relearn that decisions have 
consequences. So much of  life precludes having multiple 
choices. Many times there is only one.
A person does not have to delve too deeply into the pages of  
the gospels to learn that Jesus always wanted His disciples to 
be decisive. Today’s passage from Luke is a case in point. 
Jesus has, so to speak, “put all His cards on the table.” And 
He does so for three “wannabes” among the crowd. He tells 
these three persons in turn that following Him will make 
what foxes and birds have for homes look luxurious by 

comparison with any of  the roadside camps He will be 
using. He also tells two other people that His work will have 
to take priority even over family obligations. The latter is 
still true today.

All of  this captures the meaning of  what is meant by “living 
by the Spirit” that St. Paul writes about to his Galatians. 
Discipleship calls one to be quite decisive when opportunity 
comes knocking. We read this weekend about Elijah the 
prophet making his decision. He obeys the Lord when he 
throws his cloak over Elisha, making the matter of  his 
successor closed.
Obviously then, there is no place for “fence sitting” in this 
matter of  living our lives with Jesus at the center. The old 
Harvey Cox quote, “Not to decide is to decide,” is perennial 
in this case as well as so many others.

Of  course, not all our decisions in other areas will be wise 
or even welcome. Take the case of  “Harry the Hunter.” 
Some friends who went deer hunting separated into pairs 
for the day. And that night one hunter returned alone, 
staggering under an eight-point buck. “Where’s Harry?” 
asked another hunter. 
“Oh, he fainted a couple of  miles up on the trail,” Harry’s 
partner answered. 

“And you left him lying there all alone and carried the deer 
back?” 
“Yes it was a tough call,” said the hunting partner, “but I 
figure no one’s going to steal Harry.” 

Discipleship Calls for Decisiveness

New England’s Premier Christian Music Festival 
SOULFEST 
August 1-3, 2019 
Gunstock Mountain & Resort, New Hampshire
This is a family-friendly event. Over 100 performances and 
workshops, Catholic Mass, Adoration, Reconciliation daily! 
There are all kinds of  music: Worship, Pop, Country, Hip-
Hop, Rap, Hard Rock, Alternative and there are tons of  
activities for our youth (Pre-school - College). Go online to 
learn more. Consider VOLUNTEERING at Soulfest and 
get your concert tickets for FREE.  Pastoral Minister 
Michele Suhocki will volunteer at this event. Contact her for 
a n y q u e s t i o n s a b o u t S o u l F e s t , a t 
msuhocki@stmsaints.org, 562-5477, ext. 144.

Atención
Por más de 10 años, a la familia Santos ha estado en 
coordinación de los servidores del altar hispanos de nuestra 
parroquia. Entendemos que hay otras personas capacitadas 
para ejercer este ministerio y queremos darle la oportunidad 
de que sirvan a Dios y a nuestra comunidad. Si alguna 
persona (adulto o joven) está interesado en ser el/la nuevo/a 
coordinador/a favor de comunicarse con el diacono Pedro.

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

You are invited to our next Blood Drive!
Sacred Heart Parish, 1061 Springfield St., Feeding Hills
One donation saves three adults or up to five infants. The 
gift of  life is so very precious. 
Our next Blood Donation Drive will be Saturday, July 27, 
from 10 to 3 p.m. If  we can fill the schedule which is 30 
appointments, we would save between 90 and 150 lives. A 
block of  time can easily be saved, if  you would like to get a 
group together for a Blood Donation Party and make a day 
of  it. Share a meal together first then come to donate! 
v

Each donation receives a Thank You of  a FREE BIG E 
TICKET and remember that the donations made through 
Baystate Health stays in Western Massachusetts! Call our Pastoral 
Minister Deb Briancesco RN at 786.8200, ext 3, soon to make 
your appointment to save a life or with any questions. 

Do you have a prayer request? Call or text the 
Confraternity of  the Most Holy Rosary prayer line. We will 
pray for you. Betty, 563-0592, or Marguerite, 531-5648.

Start the summer off  by praying the rosary. The rosary 
is prayed every weekday morning at 8 a.m. before the 8:30 
Mass. Come and join us.

mailto:msuhocki@stmsaints.org,%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Tuesday,  July 2
6:30 am Men of St. Joseph - Lower Church

Wednesday, July 3
9 am Eucharistic Adoration - Church
5 pm Benediction - Lower Church

6:30 pm Adult Committee Meeting (Scouts) - ES
Thursday, July 4

RECTORY IS CLOSED FOR THE DAY
7 pm Encuentro Juvenil - Center

Sunday, July 7
10 am Little Church - Lower Church

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARY’S

CENTENNIAL 
PATIO BRICKS

IN MEMORY OR HONOR OF A LOVED ONE 
OR IN COMMEMORATION OF WEDDINGS, 

ANNIVERSARIES & FIRST COMMUNION

Consider purchasing a Patio Brick, a gift that will last forever 
in our Centennial Patio Garden. The garden, home to a 
beautiful statue of Mary, the Blessed Mother, is located 
between St. Mary’s Church and the rectory. Bricks can be 
purchased for $100 and are engraved with 2 lines, 17 
characters (including spaces) per line or $150 with 3 lines, 17 
characters (including spaces) per line.** You can now order 
and pay online with a credit card at www.stmsaints.org under 
SUPPORT SAINTS. Please call the Advancement Office at 
568-1160 or email Robin Jensen at rjensen@stmsaints.org if 
you have any questions.

**As of July 1, 2019 - 3 lines will cost $150. Thank you.

Prayer for the Summer Solstice

A Summer Blessing

The Wild Goose Returns 
to Sacred Heart Parish!
The Wild Goose Bible Study, discovering a deeper 
relationship with the Holy Spirit featuring Fr. Dave Pivonka, 
TOR. This is a study with no written homework, this is a 
study that is solely spirit filled; that will lead you to a place of  
mercy, healing, peace and presence. Along with the study we 
will have Praise and Worship Music Ministry to bring us 
further into prayerfulness; when we sing His praises, we are 
praying twice! The Wild Goose is a term that the ancient 
Celts had for the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit has been given 
to us to lead us to the heart of  God. This study will take 
place on the second Monday of  each month starting July 8, 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in our Parish Center. You will have an 
opportunity for fellowship and light refreshments. There is 
no charge for this bible study and everyone is welcome to 
come. A free-will offering would be graciously appreciated to 
offset any costs. Please contact our Pastoral Minister, Deb 
Briancesco, with any questions at 786-8200, ext 3.

Our Lady of the Lake Church presents 
Get Creative with Art 
Vacation Bible School will be held from July 1 to 3 from 9:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. in Fr. Shea Hall. The fee is $30/child for 
the whole VBS and scholarships are available. Please bring 
your own lunch (that keeps the cost down) with your name 
on it, snacks will be provided, and bring a white tee shirt to 
paint. Volunteers are needed to help decorate and set up, 
bake, help with the children, Grades K – 6, and clean up. 
Teen Community Service hours are available. 
Please let us know if  you are coming to VBS or volunteering 
by calling the Faith Formation office at 413-569-0162. Come 
and learn the Creation story by getting Creative with Art! 
Lots of  fun for all! Art Ventures for Kids from Chicopee will 
be coming! Check them out at www.artventuresforkids.com.  

A Summer Blessing
May you walk with God
this summer
in whatever you do
wherever you go.
Walking with God means...
walking with honesty
and with courage.
Walking with love and respect
and concern for the feelings of others.
May you talk to God
this summer on every day
and in every situation.
Talking with God means...
praying words of praise
for the beauty of creation.
Saying prayers of thanks
for friends and good times.
Asking God's help
in all your decisions.
Expressing sorrow
when you have failed.

http://www.stmsaints.org
mailto:rjensen@stmsaints.org
http://www.artventuresforkids.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank

