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Saturday, December 14
4:00 PM Elaine Noonan, 3rd Anniversary, requested by Her 

Family
Sunday, December 15 — THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT

8:30 AM Rosemarie & James Moran, Sr., requested by Their 
Family

10:00 AM Maxine Collins, + Birthday Remembrance, requested
by Her Husband & Family

11:30 AM
      5:00 PM Joseph Lombardo, requested by St. Mary’s Parish
 Family

Special Intentions of Healing for Lisa Houle
Monday, December 16

8:30 AM James G. Bower, II, requested by His Cousin, 
Barbara Spinks

Tuesday, December 17
8:30 AM Raymond Chamberlain, requested by Troy Henke

Wednesday, December 18
8:30 AM Nancy & John Giordano, requested by Their Family

Robert Blake, Sr., requested by His Wife & Family
7:00 PM Advent Penance Service

Thursday, December 19
8:30 AM Special Intentions for Matthew, Juliana, Miranda

and Adam, requested by L. S.
Friday, December 20

8:30 AM Joan F. Brooks, requested by Doris & Family
Christopher Regensburger, requested by His Family

Saturday, December 21
4:00 PM Ida & Louis Masciadrelli, + Birthday Remembrance, 

requested by Their Daughters & Families
Pat Parisi, + Birthday Remembrance, requested by
His Daughter, Janice

Sunday, December 22 - FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
8:30 AM Jean Paul Guilbert, requested by Betty Mitchell

10:00 AM William G. Renschler, Jr., 31st Anniversary, 
requested by His Family

11:30 AM Edgar, Stephanie P., Brian & Philip Saltus, requested
by Their Family

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21
4 PM
Altar Servers: Noah Amaral, Stella McCarthy, Maggie McCarthy
Reader: Sheila Green
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
8:30 AM 
Altar Servers: London Adams, Lani Ching, Dean Robinson
Reader: Cathy Sypek
10 AM
Altar Servers: Aidan Burke, Declan Matthews, Deirdre Matthews
Reader: Chuck Dougherty
11:30 AM
Altar Servers: Tony Torres, Jade Ríos, Alysse Ríos
Reader: Juan Aquino, Ana María Castrillo

NEXT WEEK’S LITURGICAL MINISTERS

MASS INTENTIONS

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE in the upstairs Church 
will burn from 12/14/19 to 12/27/19 in Memory of  Ida 
and Louis Masciadrelli, requested by Their Family.

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE in the downstairs Church 
will burn from 12/14/19 to 12/27/19 in Memory of  
Elaine Noonan.

If you would like to contribute towards the Advent decorations on 
our altar, there is a notebook in the main entrance of the Church. 
It is easy to fill out a request and a great way to honor someone 
who has passed away or celebrate a great event in someone’s life.

Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary prayer line: 
for prayers call or text Betty, 563-0592, or 
Marguerite, 531-5648.

PRAYING TOGETHER is one of our greatest 
privileges at St. Mary’s High School. Each school 
morning we gather in prayer. We would be honored to 
pray for you! Please email your prayer request to 
kjaszek@stmsaints.org or call the school at 568-5692.

Reform your lives; live in God’s 
peace so that justice may flourish.

 2                                                                     THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

LET US PRAY
Please remember in your prayers, all the sick in our parish, 
our families and friends. Please also pray for our beloved 
deceased: David Moco, Charles Allard, Mary Ann Egan, 
James Krupienski and Ella Arlene McGavin.

The 5 p.m. Sunday Masses follows the CCD schedule. 
The next Masses are Sunday,  January 12 and 26, 2020.

If school is cancelled there will not be an 8:30 AM Mass. 

ALL 2019 ENVELOPES MUST BE TURNED IN 
BY JANUARY 5, 2020 FOR 2019 TAX PURPOSES.

DECEMBER 7 & 8
       collection will be published in next week’s bulletin

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

WE STEWARD OUR TREASURE

mailto:kjaszek@stmsaints.org
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I’ve seen the following request both in print and in 
person. A doctor’s receptionist or nurse asks me: “May I have 
your insurance card and your personal ID?” This always 
strikes me as unnecessary “red tape” because I would have 
been there before and done this. Obviously I would only be 
there in the first place by order of  the doctor. But such is the 
security precaution needed these days in a world of  rampant 
fraud.

That kind of  technological security was unknown in John the 
Baptist’s world. Yet authenticating a stranger’s identity was 
just as important then as it is now, albeit for different reasons. 
In those bygone days, there were so many false claimants to 
the august title of  “Messiah” that one had to be sure. In this 
case, we know St. John was sure of  Jesus. Had he not called 
Him “the Lamb of  God” at the riverbank? So he must have 
wanted his own disciples to have the same surety. He was 
gently striving to get them to shift their allegiance from 
himself  to Jesus. That alone implies a beautiful humility in 
Our Lord’s illustrious cousin.

St. Matthew then gives us a full “job description,” if  you will, 
of  the authentic Messiah. He does it through Jesus’ answer to 
John’s delegation. See the healing and preaching of  the Good 
News that I’m doing. Note how that captures in brief  the 
mission of  our Catholic Church.

In our current milieu, the anti-Christ powers seem to have the 

upper hand. They have their powerful weapons aimed at us 
who believe. Their leader and champion is no less than a 
fallen angel Christ Himself  called “Satan.” He comes at us 
with his superior intellect and his many clever wiles. Call them 
“temptations.” He has such hatred of  God that he never tires 
of  working at deception and lies in all different forms. He 
wants us bored with Christianity. Have you ever felt that? 
Instead he wants us to favor whatever attractive disguise he 
can design for evil. And we fall for it.

The good news is that we have our own Champion, who is 
Christ. And He told us that the victory is won by His cross 
and resurrection. It is just the battles that remain. Besides, we 
know Christ will return. So we can take our cue from James’ 
letter this weekend. The whole section is caught by just using 
its first two words: “Be patient!” 

Patience is not always our usual American way. But during this 
Advent season, we can try again to practice it. Our younger 
generation needs our example. From that they will take the 
hint that following Christ has its ups and downs, as life itself  
has, but that heroes are not made overnight or easily. Allow 
me to return to my opening reference to the habits of  the 
medical profession. Somebody came up with a little 
homespun wisdom that plays with our language and opined 
that “It just may be that our hospitals would have fewer 
pedestrian patients if  there were more patient pedestrians.”

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
“BE PATIENT!”

Some December deadlines for the bulletin have been changed to meet special holiday printing 
schedules. December 29 Bulletin – Monday, December 16 and January 5, 2020 Bulletin – Friday, 
December 20. Thank  you for your help!

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE
St. Mary’s Parish in Westfield 

will hold a 
Communal Reconciliation Service 

on 
Wednesday, December 18, 

in the 
Church starting at 7 p.m. 

with Fr. John, Fr. Frank and guest priests, 
with Benediction at 8:30 p.m. 

Advent is a great time to examine our lives and
 turn again to God in His great gift of Reconciliation. 

Three Kings Festival

Please plan to come to the 4 p.m. bi-lingual Mass on 
Saturday, January 4, 2020, followed by a Three Kings 
celebration in the high school. There will be food for 
everyone and gifts for children up to age 12. 

If you have moved or changed your phone number, 
please call the rectory at 562-5477. God may be 
omniscient, but we could use a heads up to stay connected!
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Monday,  December 16
5 am Novena de Aguinaldo - Lower Church

4:15 pm CCD
6 pm Folk Group Rehearsal - Lower Church
6 pm PAC - Center

6:30 pm Baptism Class - Center
Tuesday,  December 17

5 am Novena de Aguinaldo - Lower Church
6:30 am Men of St. Joseph - Lower Church

1 pm ES Christmas Concert - Upper Church
Wednesday, December 18

5 am Novena de Aguinaldo - Lower Church
9 am Eucharistic Adoration - Church

9:30 am Bible Study - Center
7 pm Advent Penance Service  

8:30 pm Benediction - Lower Church
Thursday, December 19

5 am Novena de Aguinaldo - Lower Church
4:15 pm Pageant Rehearsal - Upper Church
6:45 pm Women’s Prayer Group - Lower Church

7 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal - Upper Church
7 pm El Camino Youth - Center
7 pm Encuentro Juvenil - Center
7 pm Ultrella - Center

Friday, December 20
5 am Novena de Aguinaldo - Lower Church

Saturday, December 21
5 am Novena de Aguinaldo - Lower Church

9:30 am Advent Prayer Group - Center
Sunday, December 22 - FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT

10 am Christmas Pageant - Upper Church
10 am Little Church - Lower Church

10:45 pm Santa Coffee Hour - HS
2 pm Cursillo - ES Cafe

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARY’S

Hospital Ministry
Would you like to help a fellow parishioner who may 
be at BayState Noble Hospital in Westfield? This is a 
beautiful ministry where you can share your faith, bring 
joy and love to someone who is in the hospital. Are 
you available weekdays to serve in this beautiful 
ministry? You will be trained by Pastoral Minister, 
Michele Suhocki.
Please call 413-562-5477, ext. 144 or email 
msuhocki@stmsaints.org, if you are interested. 
Looking forward to hearing from you!

CHRISTMAS DECORATING
On Friday, December 20, after the 8:30 a.m. Mass we will 

clean and decorate the downstairs 
church for Christmas. On Sunday, 
December 22, we will decorate the 
upstairs Church at 12:30 p.m. Come and 
join us for Christmas music and lunch 
as we decorate on December 22. All are 
welcome!

ST. PEREGRINE MEDALS: (Patron 
Saint of  cancer patients) with prayer cards 
can be picked up at the Parish Center or 
the rectory. Please stop by during office 
hours. These blessed medals were donated 
by a very special parish friend!

“LITTLE CHURCH” –Sunday School is Cool! For young 
children, which is held every Sunday in the lower church 
during the 10:00 Mass. Come by any time to visit and meet 
the other children and families! You can watch the Mass on 
the “big screen” if  you stay with your children.

CHRISTMAS COFFEE HOUR: On December 22, after 
the special 10:00 Mass with the Christmas 
Pageant, come over to the High School for 
an amazing Christmas Coffee Hour! Donuts, 
coffee and baked goods will be served! Of  
course there will be a surprise guest dressed 
in RED! Come tell him what you want for 
Christmas!

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT: The parish will present a 
Christmas Pageant during the 10:00 Mass on December 22. 
Children in Grades 2 through 6 are invited to participate! 
Please join in this glorious celebration! *Call the ORE to 
Volunteer. Pageant rehearsal will be Thursday, December 19 
in the upstairs church from 4:15-5:30. Come a little early, if  
you can, to get your costume. 

THANK YOU to all the families that 
gave so generously to the children. If  
you have not returned a gift, please 
bring it to the CCD Office by 
December 16 so we distribute the 
presents!

CCD CORNER

Do You Knit or Crochet?
Knitting or crocheting a prayer shawl is a 
ministry here at St. Mary’s Church. It is a 
labor of  love that becomes a precious 
treasure to help our sisters and brothers in 
Christ. Will you be willing to use your talent 
and help us minister and serve in our 

community? Beginning in January 2020, our ministry will give out 
Baptism blankets to any baby that receives this sacrament at St. 
Mary’s. 
What if  you do not knit or crochet? Would you like to learn? 
We can teach you a simple pattern to follow and with prayer, 
love and grace, you can participate in this ministry. There are 
patient, loving people on this team that would welcome the 
opportunity to teach a person how to knit or crochet a shawl. 
Prayerfully consider helping this ministry. 
Contact Michele Suhocki for any questions or join the ministry: 
msuhocki@stmsaints.org, 413-562-5477, ext. 144.

mailto:msuhocki@stmsaints.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:msuhocki@stmsaints.org
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The Christmas tree is such a common 
tradition, we almost forget its origin came 
from a pagan celebration. 

In fact, a pine tree was used every year to 
celebrate the winter solstice on December 21 
in Germany. According to German mythology, 
it was the symbol of  vital energy and reminded 
people that nature was not dead, even during 
winter, and indeed, was about to start a new 
life cycle.

T h e   f i r s t   w r i t t e n r e c o r d o f  a 
decorated Christmas tree comes from Riga, 
Latvia in 1510. Men of  the local merchants’ 
guild decorated a tree with artificial roses, 
danced around it in the marketplace and then 
set fire to it. Another story says that they would cut down 
trees or branches and bring them into their homes.

Later, as Christianity spread throughout Europe, this winter 
solstice celebration was assimilated by Christians, and the pine 
tree became the Christmas tree. 

Some say the first to light a candle atop a Christmas tree was 
Martin Luther. Late one evening around Christmas time, 
Luther was walking home through the woods when he was 
struck by the innocent beauty of  starlight shining through fir 
trees. Wanting to share this experience with his family, Martin 
Luther cut down a fir tree and took it home. He placed a 
small candle on the branches to symbolize the Christmas sky.

What’s certain is that by 1605, Christmas trees were popular, 
as in that year, historical records suggest the inhabitants of  

Strasburg ‘set up fir trees in the parlours … 
and hang thereon roses cut out of  many-
coloured paper, apples, wafers, gold-foil, 
sweets, etc.’

In America, in the 19th century, Christmas 
trees weren’t at all popular, though Dutch and 
German settlers introduced them. However, it 
was American civic leaders, artists, and authors 
who portrayed the image of  a happy middle-
class family exchanging gifts around a tree in 
an effort to replace Christmas customs that 
were seen as decadent, like wassailing. This 
family-centered image was further promoted 
by a very popular poem written by Clement 
Moore in 1822 known as the “Twas the Night 
Before Christmas,” which also evoked the 

modern image of  Santa Claus.

It took a long time before the Christmas tree became an 
integral part of  America. President Franklin Pierce arranged 
to have the first Christmas tree in the White House, during 
the mid-1850s. President Calvin Coolidge started the National 
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony on the White House lawn 
in 1923.

In 2004 , Pope John Pau l ca l l ed the  Chr i s tmas 
tree a symbol of  Christ. This very ancient custom, he said, 
exalts the value of  life, as in winter what is evergreen becomes 
a sign of  undying life, and it reminds Christians of  the 
“tree of  life” of  Genesis 2:9, an image of  Christ, the supreme 
gift of  God to humanity.

The Story of the Christmas Tree
Tree-toppers can take any form, but the most common shapes are a star, representing the Star of  Bethlehem in a Christmas 

tree or an angel. Christmas lights were invented by Thomas Edison, who strung his outside his office during the holidays.

Have	a	favorite	or	special	recipe?	How	about	a	story	to	go	with	it?	That	always	makes	a	special	recipe	
even	be:er!	St.	Mary’s	Parish	High	School	is	preparing	a	cookbook	full	of	delicious	recipes	from	

members	of	our	parish	and	school	community.	Categories	include	AppeDzers	and	Beverages,	Soups	and	
Salads,	Vegetables,	Main	Dishes,	Breads	and	Rolls,	Desserts	and	Miscellaneous.	Please	share	any	gluten	
free	,	low	carb	or	Keto	opDons	in	the	categories	stated	above,	with	a	GF,	LC	or	K	notaDon!	Don’t	forget	to	

sign	your	name!	Fr.	John	–	we	know	you	are	a	fabulous	chef	–	hope	to	see	some	of	your	favorites!
Please	email	your	recipes	to	jgomes@stmsaints.org	by	January	31st!	

Cookbooks	will	be	available	for	Easter!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wassailing
mailto:jgomes@stmsaints.org
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MISA DE GALLO (Mass of the Rooster)

The Aguinaldo Masses begin 
These are part of the Puerto Rican culture. They consist of nine Masses that are 
celebrated from December 15 to 23, which precede the Misa de Gallo or the Midnight 
Mass.

Aguinaldo Masses help the faithful prepare for Christmas. They are nine days that 
anticipate the Christmas Mass and therefore they are a liturgical and spiritual 
preparation to prepare the faithful people to celebrate the birth of Our Savior.

Aguinaldo Masses have taken deep roots among Puerto Ricans. 
First, for its style. The traditional music that is the aguinaldos, help the people 
somehow feel that this liturgy is part of them.
Second, the liturgy of the Word helps the people to enter the mystery that is 
celebrated with the Nativity of the Lord. 
Thirdly, because we receive the Lord in each Eucharist.

As Benedictus says, the sun will visit us as it rises from the height that God himself is.

About how we celebrate them! 
In our Parish of St. Mary's, the music is folk songs inspired by the reason for joy for 
the arrival of our Savior. They are not any type of folk, Christmas songs. We try to 
make them have to do with the liturgy of the day. You will have a wonderful 
experience!

THE SCHEDULE

Sunday, December 15, Day one:  Any Sunday Mass
Monday, December 16: 5 a.m.
Tuesday, December 17: 5 a.m.
Wednesday, December 18: 5 a.m.
Thursday, December 19: 5 a.m.
Friday, December 20: 5 a.m. in Lower Church
Saturday, December 21: 5 a.m. in Lower Church - followed by Breakfast in High School 
Cafe
Sunday, December 22: Any Sunday Mass
Monday, December 23: 5 a.m. Lower Church (Last Day of Novena)

Any questions, please contact Pastoral Minister Michele 
Suhocki, msuhocki@stmsaints.org, or call 562-5477, ext. 144

ALL ARE WELCOME! Come One day or all 9 days. Maracas are welcome!

mailto:msuhocki@stmsaints.org,%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank

