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Saturday, January 11
4:00 PM Bill Buzzee, 9th Anniversary, requested by His

 Family
Sunday, January 12

8:30 AM Nellie Masciadrelli , requested by Her Family
10:00 AM Bertha Garczynski, 41st Anniversary, requested 

by Her Daughter, Nancy & Family
11:30 AM Enrique Sanabria, 1st Anniversary, requested by 

His Family
   5:00 PM Special Intentions for Kathy Bruno Iellamo, and 

in Memory of Her Son, Michael
Monday, January 13 

8:30 AM Deceased Sisters of St. Joseph
Tuesday, January 14

8:30 AM Deceased Faculty of St. Mary’s Schools
Wednesday, January 15

8:30 AM Deceased Employees of St. Mary’s
Thursday, January 16

8:30 AM Deceased Volunteers of St. Mary’s
Friday, January 17

8:30 AM John & Anna Trippi
Saturday, January 18

4:00 PM Christine Noonan, 3rd Anniversary, requested 
by Her Family

Sunday, January 19
8:30 AM Roger & Louise Labrie, requested by Their 

Family
10:00 AM Thomas Howard, + Birthday Remembrance, 

requested by His Family
11:30 AM Rosa Saetero, requested by Her 

Sister, Maria Saetero

MASS INTENTIONS

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE in the upstairs Church 
will burn from 1/11/20 to 1/24/20, in gratitude for the 
birth of  our Granddaughter, Everly, requested by Paul 
and Kathy McKenna.

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE in the downstairs Church 
will burn from 1/11/20 to 1/24/20, Angie Sipitkowski, 
Birthday Remembrance, requested by TLQ.

If you would like to contribute towards the beautiful altar 
flowers, there is a notebook in the main entrance of the 
Church. It is easy to fill out a request and a great way to 
honor someone who has passed away or celebrate a great event 
in someone’s life.

Jesus is the beloved Son of  the 
Father. He is the light of  the nations 
and Lord of  all creation. To Him be 
all glory and praise!

 2                                                                                  BAPTISM OF THE LORD

LET US PRAY
Please remember in your prayers, all the sick in our parish, 
our families and friends. Please also pray for our beloved 
deceased: Norman Latour, William Tatro, William Bush, 
Arlene Bush, James Leonard, Horace Whitaker, Sylvia Drudi, 
Lillian DeLeo, Cynthia Bousquet, Gerald Tessier, Sheldon 
Faunce, Justin Christopher Macey and Martin Traynor.

The 5 p.m. Sunday Masses follows the CCD schedule. The next 
Masses are this Sunday, January 12 and Sunday, January 26.

If there is a two-hour delay or school is cancelled there 
will not be an 8:30 AM Mass that day.

DECEMBER 25
TOTAL: $17,740.87

DECEMBER 28 & 29
376 Envelopes: Total in Envelopes: $10,694.56

Loose Cash: $851.00 - TOTAL: $11,545.56
Fuel: $454.00

JANUARY 4 & 5
396 Envelopes: Total in Envelopes: $13,972.00

Loose Cash: $635.79 - TOTAL: $14,607.79
Fuel: $847.00

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

WE STEWARD OUR TREASURE

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18
4 PM
Altar Servers: Estelle Jennings, Kylene Mielke
Reader: Sheila Green
SUNDAY, JANUARY 19
8:30 AM 
Altar Servers: Marianna Bushey, Jessica Crosby
Reader: Cathleen Bastible
10 AM
Altar Servers: London Adams, Calaeb Vieweg
Reader: Chuck Dougherty
11:30 AM
Altar Servers: Tony Torres, Jade Ríos, Alysse Ríos
Reader: Adianez Colombani, Mary Fernández

NEXT WEEK’S LITURGICAL MINISTERS
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Last November my alma mater, St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary in Overbrook, PA, issued its glossy 
journal simply called “The Brook.” It featured several profiles 
of  the new priests ordained from there the previous spring. 
Reading through them offered proof  positive that each young 
man had a pivotal moment when a person or event in his life 
ultimately led to his decision to be a priest. I believe that most 
of  us have experienced such moments in our own lives 
whatever our calling is.

It is fair to say that Jesus had one of  these at His baptism in 
the Jordan that fateful day. It was pivotal for Him. We cannot 
know just how His divine nature intermingled with His 
human nature. But if  Jesus truly was “like us in all things but 
sin” then He could not have known His future any more than 
we do. So it took a great amount of  trust for Him to 
approach the Baptist and ask for baptism. What would 
happen to Him? What would follow?

We could say that for John the Baptist to accede to Jesus’ 
request also took a certain trust, because he intuitively knew 
that Jesus did not need any baptism meant to wash away sin. 
In Him there is no sin. So Jesus had to convince John that the 
ritual was necessary in order to fulfill what He called 
“righteousness.” We could take that word to mean “the 
proper order of  things.”

The occasion also offered up a “theophany,” or manifestation 
of  the Divine. So Jesus heard the heavenly “Voice” of His 

Father and the descent of  the Holy Spirit in the form of  a 
dove over Him. Pivotal event indeed! So we rightly celebrate 
this happening not only as a milestone in Our Lord’s life and 
the launch of  His unique mission as an adult, but also as the 
“closing of  the curtain” on yet another Christmas season in 
our lives, where we focused on Jesus as a babe in a manger.

This then becomes an opportune time for us to ponder the 
great gift our parents gave us in our own baptism. No matter 
how far we have journeyed in faith from that long ago day, or 
how we just began to travel from the 2019 Easter Vigil, this 
was the true sacramental beginning of  that journey.

Our parents believed this to be true, and they fulfilled their 
duty in passing on the treasure of  the faith to us. How well 
we have lived it, however, is a fit subject for review. As much 
as they loved us, neither our parents nor anybody else will be 
with us when our face to face appointment with our just 
Judge comes due. By then we will have built our profile. That 
is why we should not only celebrate our own baptism by 
which we became part of  Christ, but also today renew those 
promises our godparents once made for us.

I was deeply impressed by the decision of  my close bishop 
friend who chose to add the date of  his baptism on the 
reverse side of  his ordination commemorative card. You don’t 
often see that, but it was a bit of  evangelization done right at 
the start of  his new high calling. Certainly a pivotal moment 
for him.

Jim Eliot, a dedicated missionary in Ecuador who was killed 
by the Auca Indians in 1956, said of  his baptismal calling: 
“Father, make of  me a crisis man. Bring those I contact to a 
decision. Let me not be a milepost on a single road; make me 
a fork, that men must turn one way or another on facing 
Christ in me.”  I might add that would be a pivotal moment.

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
THE PIVOTAL POINT

Hospital Ministry
Would you like to help a 
fellow parishioner who may 
be at BayState Noble Hospital 
in Westf ield? This is a 
beautiful ministry where you 
can share your faith, bring joy 
and love to someone who is in the hospital. Are you available 
weekdays to serve in this beautiful ministry? You will be 
trained by Pastoral Minister, Michele Suhocki.
P l e a s e c a l l 4 1 3 - 5 6 2 - 5 4 7 7 , e x t . 1 4 4 o r e m a i l 
msuhocki@stmsaints.org, if  you are interested. Looking 
forward to hearing from you!

Sharon Olson will REPAIR YOUR 
ROSARIES for FREE. You may drop 
them off at the rectory for her and we will 
call you when they are repaired.

COLD AND FLU SEASON IS HERE

So please keep in mind 
three things:

1. Refrain from receiving 
from the cup if  you are 
feeling ill or have a cold.  
Eucharistic Ministers are 
taught to wipe the chalice 
with a clean part of  the 

purificator, and the chalices are washed with hot, soapy water 
after every Mass.  But if  you do not feel well, please do not 
receive from the cup.  The fullness of  Jesus’ presence is in 
either species (bread or wine).  If  you are not receiving from 
the chalice, it is customary to make a bow when you pass by 
as a sign of  respect.  

2. You are encouraged to receive the Sacred Body on your 
hands rather than the tongue (to avoid passing on saliva to 
the Eucharistic Minister). 

3. Some people choose to make the sign of  peace through a 
wave or a bow rather than shaking hands.  Please don’t take it 
as a sign of  disrespect. It is sometimes awkward to adjust, but 
a courteous wave back is a friendly response.

mailto:msuhocki@stmsaints.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Monday,  January 13
4:15 pm CCD

6 pm Folk Group Rehearsal - Upper Church
7 pm St. Vincent de Paul - Center

Tuesday,  Jauary 14
6:30 am Men of St. Joseph - Lower Church

Wednesday, January 15
HALF DAY OF SCHOOL

9 am Eucharistic Adoration
9:30 am Bible Study - Center

5 pm Benediction - Lower Church
7 pm Bible Study - Center

Thursday, January 16
6:45 pm Women’s Prayer Group - Lower Church

7 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal - Upper Church
7 pm El Camino Youth - Center
7 pm Encuentro Juvenil - Center
7 pm Ultrella - Center

Sunday, January 19 
10 am Little Church - Lower Church
11 am First Reconciliation Parent Meeting - HS

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARY’S

EVENING BIBLE STUDY  On January 8th, from 7 to 
8:30 p.m., an 11-week study, entitled “Letters from Prison,” 
began. Incarcerated numerous times “for the defense of  the 
gospel” (Phil 1:16), Paul wrote several letters from the 
confines of  prison. Letters from Prison, Part One explores the 
letters of  Philippians and Philemon in four sessions, 
explaining the reason each letter was written and addressing 
various themes such as joy, unity in Christ, reconciliation, and 
the close relationship between Paul and his communities. The 
program provides an in-depth investigation of  Paul’s letters 
to the Colossians and Ephesians, two letters with a great deal 
in common. Besides being written from prison, both letters 
address Gentile communities learning to live faithful 
Christian lives. Exploring themes such as God’s eternal plan, 
the unity of  the church, and the fullness of  life in Christ, 
these letters offer a sweeping and still relevant vision of  faith 
in Christ and the church as his body.
Everyone, no matter the level of  Biblical knowledge, is welcome 
to join us for this study, which is free. The book is $20.00. Please 
do not let the cost discourage anyone from joining us. For details, 
or to register for this study, contact Joanne at the Office of  
Religious Education, 562-5484, or jbagge@stmsaints.org.

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
PRAY FOR US!

CCD CALENDAR: for the second half  of  the year have 
been sent out – please contact us if  you have NOT received 
one!! It is bright green – you can’t miss it!

RECONCILIATION MEETING: The Reconciliation 
meeting for all parents whose children are receiving the 
sacrament will be held January 12, following the 10:00 Mass 
in the High School.

PARISH COFFEE HOUR: Come join us January 12 after 
the 10:00 Mass in the high school gym for a hot cup of  
coffee! Hosting will be the Alum Confirmation Class of  
2018. Deana Tortoriello taught these students all through 
their years of  CCD here at St. Mary’s. Thank you to all of  
them for continuing to support our parish community!

MARCH FOR LIFE: On January 24, there will be a group 
of  St. Mary’s parishioners who will join with approximately 
200,000 others across the country to protest abortion at our 
Nation’s Capital.  We will leave St. Mary’s at approximately 
10 p.m. Thursday night the January 23, by bus and return at 
approximately midnight on Friday the 24th. All are welcome 
to join us as we stand up for life at this powerful 
demonstration. For more information, please contact 
rlepage@stmsaints.org, or jbagge@stmsaints.org. 

Knights of  Columbus Council #100 will hold their annual 
Pancake Breakfast for Altar Servers and their families at 
Blessed Sacrament Parish Center. It will be held Saturday, 
January 18, at 8:30 a.m. Please call Greg Perreault, 427-6804, 
or Kay Mowatt, 568-1127, to RSVP. The breakfast is free to 
servers and their families.

Confirmation/Sponsor Meeting On Sunday night, 
January 26, from 6:15 to 7:30 p.m., there will be a meeting 
for all Confirmation candidates and their sponsors at St. 
Mary’s High School Gym. Please keep all of  our 
Confirmation candidates in your prayers as they continue on 
their journey to this very special sacrament.

MORNING BIBLE STUDY  On January 8th, from 9:30 to 
11 a.m., an 8-week study began on Paul’s Letter to the Romans. 
This letter has been at the center of  reflection, conversion, and 
controversy from the very beginning. In Romans: The Gospel of  
Salvation, theology professor Dr. Andrew Swafford and Jeff  
Cavins provide an authentically Catholic, comprehensive, and 
simple way to understand the overarching theme of  Romans—
salvation, providing historical context, highlighting the 
connections to Jesus and Christianity that Paul makes with the 
Old Testament, and exploring the ways in which Jesus is the 
fulfillment of  Israel’s prophecies, which leads to the universal, 
“Catholic” family of  God.
Everyone, no matter the level of  Biblical knowledge, is welcome 
to join us for this study. The study is free, the book is $27. 
Please do not let the cost discourage anyone from joining us. 

CCD CORNER

mailto:rlepage@stmsaints.org
mailto:jbagge@stmsaints.org
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Have	a	favorite	or	special	recipe?	How	about	a	story	to	go	with	it?	That	always	makes	a	special	recipe	
even	be:er!	St.	Mary’s	Parish	High	School	is	preparing	a	cookbook	full	of	delicious	recipes	from	

members	of	our	parish	and	school	community.	Categories	include	AppeDzers	and	Beverages,	Soups	and	
Salads,	Vegetables,	Main	Dishes,	Breads	and	Rolls,	Desserts	and	Miscellaneous.	Please	share	any	gluten	
free	,	low	carb	or	Keto	opDons	in	the	categories	stated	above,	with	a	GF,	LC	or	K	notaDon!	Don’t	forget	to	

sign	your	name!	Fr.	John	–	we	know	you	are	a	fabulous	chef	–	hope	to	see	some	of	your	favorites!
Please	email	your	recipes	to	jgomes@stmsaints.org	by	January	31st!	

Cookbooks	will	be	available	for	Easter!

ALTAR GUILD VOLUNTEERS are needed to help in 
maintaining the sanctuaries, altars, and sacristies. Services 
could include washing/ironing of church linens, general 
cleaning, or some sewing. Please call the rectory and leave your name 
and number.

If you have moved or changed your phone number, please call 
the rectory at 562-5477. God may be omniscient, but we could use a 
heads up to stay connected!

PRAYING TOGETHER is one of our greatest privileges at St. 
Mary’s High School. Each school morning we gather in prayer. We 
would be honored to pray for you! Please email your prayer request 
to kjaszek@stmsaints.org or call the school at 568-5692.

Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary prayer line: for prayers 
call or text Betty, 563-0592, or Marguerite, 531-5648.

The Collar
A priest was walking along the corridor of the parochial 
school near the preschool wing when a group of little ones 
were trotting by on the way to the cafeteria.  One little lad of 
about three or four stopped and looked at him in his clerical 
clothes and asked “Why do you dress funny?”
He told him he was a priest and this is the uniform priests 
wear.
Then the boy pointed to the priest’s plastic collar tab and 
asked, “Do you have an owie?”
The priest was perplexed until he realized that to him the 
collar tab looked like a band-aid.  So the priest took it out 
and handed it to the boy to show him.  On the back of the 
tab are raised letters giving the name of the manufacturer.
The little guy felt the letters, and the priest asked, “Do you 
know what those words say?”
“Yes I do,” said the lad who was not old enough to read.  
Peering intently at the letters he said, “Kills ticks and fleas 
up to six months!”

If you would like the name of your 
loved one in the military listed in the 
b u l l e t i n , e m a i l t h e m t o 
bulletin@stmsaints.org.  Many of the 
congregation would certainly offer 
prayers for their safety and service.
PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL OUR 

MILITARY, especially: Capt. Daniel P. Williams, Sgt. 
Nathan DiSessa, Airman Preston Hallett, Soldier Steven 
Irwin, Marine Kikki Green, 1st Lt. James F. Lentini, Sr. 
Airman Patrick Liptak, Sgt. Luke Dengler, USCG Adam 
Morin, Petty Officer Joseph W. Nieves, Airman Jack Clark, 
2nd Lt. Nicholas J. Vasquez, SPC Jaymes Hoyt, Captain John 
Velis, Lance CPL Bailey French, 1st Lt. Henry Desilets, 2nd 
Lt. Ryan Clark, Marine Corporal Thomas P. Flaherty, Chief 
Warrant Officer Kenneth D. Gustafson and all of the Barnes 
ANGs.

Man: What is a million years like to you?
God: Like one second.
Man: What is a million dollars like to you?
God: Like one penny.
Man: Can I have a penny?
God: Just a second.

mailto:jgomes@stmsaints.org
mailto:kjaszek@stmsaints.org
mailto:bulletin@stmsaints.org
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TROOP 109 BOTTLE & CAN DRIVE
 St. Mary’s Boy Scout Troop 109 will be 
holding their annual Bottle and Can Drive on 
March 7th next to the Super Phipp’s sign in the 
plaza.
   If  you’d like to help the scouts, please save 
your returnable bottles and cans (including CT 
water bottles), and donate them during the Bottle and Can 
Drive. Last year, the scouts collected 58,596 bottles and cans 
- in bad weather. This year, they’re shooting for 65,000.
  Proceeds will help buy Troop camping gear and pay for 
other expenses related to their activities, events, and service 
projects.
   Bottles and cans can be dropped off  at the big scout tent 
near the big Super Phipp’s sign on March 7th, and this year 
the scouts will also have a collection trailer parked in the 
Elementary School parking lot in late February (details to be 
announced in coming weeks) during Mass hours. If  you have 
a large volume, the scout can arrange for pick-ups.
    THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR SCOUTS!

MARDI GRAS DINNER
There will be a Mardi Gras Dinner on Saturday, February 
22, at 5 p.m. in the High School. Money raised will go to 
the Meals Ministry and St. Vincent de Paul. More 
information to come in a future bulletin.

St. Mary’s Parish High School will host a MEET & GREET 
for prospective high school students on Tuesday, January 28, 
at 6:00 p.m. Please join us to learn about our new, innovative 
curriculum offerings and scheduling, meet our students, 
faculty and coaches, and tour our school. Administration will 
be on hand to answer all of  your questions. Need based 
financial aid is available. We would love to share more with 
you at our MEET & GREET! 
If  you have any questions or would like to schedule a private 
tour and information session, contact Kimberlee Jaszek 
kjaszek@stmsaints.org,  413-568-5692,  www.stmsaints.org.

Prep Class
St. Mary’s High School will be hosting an SAT Prep Class 
for high school students beginning Wednesday, January 29, 
from 6 until 9 p.m. Classes will be held every Wednesday 
through April 29. STM students’ SAT Prep fees are 
covered in their tuition. The fee for this class is $250 for 
any student outside of STM wishing to enroll. If interested, 
please contact Jen Gomes, Director of Guidance. 
j g o m e s @ s t m s a i n t s . o r g , 4 1 3 - 5 6 8 - 5 6 9 2 , o r  
www.stmsaints.org.

mailto:kjaszek@stmsaints.org
http://www.stmsaints.org
mailto:jgomes@stmsaints.org
http://www.stmsaints.org

