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Saturday, February 15
4:00 PM Lucien Aube, 3rd Anniversary, requested by M/M

Fernand Aube
Sunday, February 16

8:30 AM Taddeo Mattia, requested by His Wife, Filomena
10:00 AM Gert & Carl Harrington
11:30 AM

Monday, February 17
8:30 AM George & Rita Cole, requested by Their Family

Tuesday, February 18
8:30 AM Special Intentions for Katelin and Anthony King’s 

Wedding Anniversary, requested by The Parents
Wednesday, February 19

8:30 AM Paul Mineau, William R. and Lillian K. Wilander, 
requested by Wife and Daughter, Susan Mineau

Thursday, February 20
8:30 AM Angel Lynch, requested by George & Rosemary 

Cordes
Friday, February 21

8:30 AM William Hardina, His Daughter, Barbara
Saturday, February 22

4:00 PM Bill Noonan, 12th Anniversary, requested by His 
Family

Sunday, February 23
8:30 AM Eileen Burke, 20th Anniversary, requested by Her 

Family
10:00 AM Angie Sipitkowski & Dorothy Haber, requested by 

Their Family
11:30 AM

  5:00 PM Patricia Wright, requested by the Mater Dolorosa 
School Family
Special Intentions for Kathy Bruno-Iellamo and 
in Memory of her Son, Michael

MASS INTENTIONS

If you would like to contribute towards the beautiful altar 
flowers, there is a notebook in the main entrance of the 
Church. It is easy to fill out a request and a great way to 
honor someone who has passed away or celebrate a great event 
in someone’s life.

PRAYING TOGETHER is one of our 
greatest privileges at St. Mary’s High School. 
Each school morning we gather in prayer. We 
would be honored to pray for you! Please 
e m a i l y o u r p r a y e r r e q u e s t t o 
kjaszek@stmsaints.org or call the school at 
568-5692.

In Jesus is revealed a new wisdom, a 
new law, a new way of  living. Happy 
are they who choose to keep His 
commandments and follow His ways.

 

 2                                                                6th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

LET US PRAY
Please remember in your prayers, all the sick in our parish, 
our families and friends. Please also pray for our beloved 
deceased: Kelsey Crepeau, Patrick McNeice, Avery Everett, 
Sr. Ann Horgan, SP, and Sr. Catherine Perry, SND. de N.

The 5 p.m. Sunday Masses follows the CCD schedule. The 
next Mass is next Sunday, 23.

If there is a two-hour delay or school is cancelled there 
will not be an 8:30 AM Mass that day.

FEBRUARY 8 & 9
359 Envelopes: Total in Envelopes: $10,369.00

Loose Cash: $554.75
 TOTAL: $10,923.75

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

WE STEWARD OUR TREASURE

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22
4 PM
Altar Servers: Marianna Bushey, Estelle Jennings
Reader: Jay Ricci
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23
8:30 AM 
Altar Servers: Lani Ching, Lindsey DeLand, Catherine Morrissey
Reader: Cathy Sypek
10 AM
Altar Servers: Emily Durkee, Evan Durkee
Reader: Elizabeth Devillez
11:30 AM
Altar Servers: Juan Aquino, Rafael González
Reader: Yadira Rodríguez, Xavier Félix
5 PM
Altar Servers: Jake Diaz, Nicholas Diaz, Abby Hutchison
Reader: Religious Education

NEXT WEEK’S LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary prayer line: for 
prayers call or text Betty, 563-0592, or Marguerite, 
531-5648.

COLLECTION OF PALMS
Baskets will be at the church doors from 
February 15 to 23 for the collection of last 
year’s palms.  They will be burned and used 
for the blessing with ashes on Ash Wednesday.  

mailto:kjaszek@stmsaints.org
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Perhaps, like me, you are already weary of  our 
overly long presidential campaign season. Here we are, a full 
nine months before the election of  2020, and already we have 
been dunned with polling results, discussion, debates, and 
debacles. Our democratic freedoms seem to come these days 
with a high price of  patience.
In an analogous way, we could say that Our Lord Jesus Christ 
was a campaigner during His time on earth. Not for any 
earthly high office, for sure, but for the hearts and minds of  
all the people He would reach among His contemporaries and 
all who would learn of  Him in the future. That includes our 
hearts and minds.
However, there is much that distinguishes Him from any 
earthbound seekers of  political office. For one thing, Our 
Lord was totally transparent (to use a present day description 
of  honesty); He made no promises He would not keep; and 
He assured His early followers of  His upcoming victory over 
the competing evil forces against Him. Even more marvelous 
to ponder, He held out the promise to all mankind of  a 
shared victory over all the obstacles that would lead to a 
future so beautifully described by St. Paul in First 
Corinthians. 
Of  course, we know Jesus had to pay a high price for all His 
declarations. It was cross-shaped. It was also apt for all those 
among the Jewish elite and their Roman overlords who found 
Him at (dare I say it?) cross-purposes with all that they held 
dear. To them, freedom was thought a restricted right in a 
world so replete with slavery. For the Jews, their ancient Law 
was held to be the Word of  God, inviolable and sacrosanct. 

For the Romans, riches and power were everything. Politics 
was the tool most likely to help one get them both. If  there 
was any truth to the myths surrounding their gods, they could 
be placated with hollow prayers and weird ceremony.
So they wondered about Jesus. “Just who was this upstart 
from Nazareth? And why give Him any credence? Yet how 
how do we explain the mysterious magnetism He projected 
and the crowds He drew? Somehow or other He must be 
stopped, or eliminated from the scene.” We know that’s just 
what they did. After that, they wrongly thought they could 
relax until the news came on the Third Day. What they had 
thought was the end was just the beginning.
Of  course, that’s not our outlook, thanks to our gift of  faith. 
Yet, we all have to be careful that while we honor Him at 
Mass we often forget Him by the time we get to the parking 
lot. From time to time we devise clever but fast fading slogans 
like “WWJD?” We even call Him “Superstar.” But if  we’re 
going to be honest, we must acknowledge that believing in 
Him is far easier than obeying His teaching.
You see, doctrine and doing are like the two chemical 
ingredients of  salt, which is composed of  two poisons: 
sodium and chlorine. If  we ingested either of  the two 
poisons, we would die. But if  we combine them properly, we 
have sodium chloride, which is common table salt that gives 
flavor to our food and indeed life and health to our bodies. 
So, too, are faith and good works inseparable. Knowing that, 
may I ask, “Does ‘Candidate Jesus’ have your vote to be ‘King 
of  Hearts?’” More importantly, does He have your heart?

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
DOES HE HAVE YOUR HEART?

Who among us is hungry?
The Meals Ministry here at St. Mary’s will celebrate its 10th 
anniversary this April. We deliver about 70 meals each second 
Sunday of  the month. There are over 60 volunteers who 
work to keep this ministry running smoothly. If  someone you 
know is in need, please call Bob and Vicky Stoops at 
413-562-5835.

TROOP 109 BOTTLE & CAN DRIVE
 Troop 109 Bottle and Can Drive
St. Mary’s Boy Scout Troop 109 will hold their annual bottle 
and can drive on Saturday March 7, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the big scout tent near the Super Phipps sign in the plaza. If  
you’d like to help the scouts, please save your returnable 
bottles and cans including Connecticut water bottles, and 
donate them during the bottle and can drive. 
Last year the scouts collected over 46,000 bottles and cans. 
This year they’re shooting for 50,000.
Proceeds will help buy troop camping gear and pay for other 
expenses related to their activities, events, and service 
projects.
Thank you for supporting our scouts.

Are you looking for a way to make a concrete 
difference in someone’s life? St. Mary’s Parish is looking 
for people who are willing to spend time with homebound 
parishioners who are lonely, elderly, suffering or sick. You don’t 
need to have a professional background, but you do need a 
willingness to listen, be empathetic, and offer reassurance that 
our community has not forgotten them. St. Mary’s will train 
you to visit these people in their home, in the hospital or in a 
nursing home and take them the Eucharist if  they desire that. 
To learn more, call Pastoral Minister Michele Suhocki at 
413-562-5477, ext 144, or msuhocki@stmsaints.org. It may be 
just the thing for you. “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? 
Here am I; send me!” - Isaiah 6:8
Sharon Olson will REPAIR YOUR ROSARIES for 
FREE. You may drop them off at the rectory for her and we 
will call you when they are repaired.

ALTAR GUILD VOLUNTEERS are needed to help in 
maintaining the sanctuaries, altars, and sacristies. 
Services could include washing/ironing of church 
linens, general cleaning, or some sewing. Please call the 
rectory and leave your name and number.

mailto:msuhocki@stmsaints.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Monday, February 17
FEBRUARY VACATION WEEK
NO CCD - RECTORY CLOSED

6:30 pm Baptism Class - Center
Tuesday,  February 18

6:30 am Men of St. Joseph - Lower Church
Wednesday, February 19

9 am Eucharistic Adoration
5 pm Benediction - Lower Church

Thursday, February 20
6:45 pm Women’s Prayer Group - Lower Church

7 pm El Camino Youth - Center
7 pm Encuentro Juvenil - Center
7 pm Ultrella - Center

Saturday, February 22 
5 pm Mardi Gras Dinner - HS Gym

Sunday, February 23 
10 am Little Church - Lower Church

1 pm Baptisms - Upper Church
2 pm Cursillo - ES Café
5 pm Youth Mass - Upper Church

6:15 pm CCD - HS

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARY’S

ST. PEREGRINE MEDALS
(Patron Saint of  cancer patients) with prayer cards can be 
picked up at the Parish Center or the rectory. Please stop by 
during office hours. These blessed medals were donated by a 
special parish friend!

“LITTLE CHURCH” –Sunday School is Cool! For young 
children, which is held every Sunday in the lower church 
during the 10:00 Mass. Come by any time to visit and meet 
the other children and families! You can watch the Mass on 
the “big screen” if  you stay with your children.

TRAINING FOR NEW ALTAR SERVERS  
Classes will be held in the upper Church. Boys and Girls, 
third grade and older are invited to join. This is an important 
ministry in our church and an honor to serve the Lord. 
Please attend two classes. If  you would like to serve and are 
not available on these days, please call the CCD office or 
rectory to make other arrangements.

Monday, February 24 4:15-5:15 PM
Wednesday, February 26  4:45-5:45 PM 

CHILDREN’S MASS BOOKS
As you enter the church there is a basket with Mass Books in 
English and Spanish for children. Please take one so your 
child may follow the prayers, understand the Mass and say 
the responses. When Mass is over, return the books so they 
will be there for you the following week. Thank you to the 
Beltrandi Family for their generous donation!

ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASSES
St. John the Evangelist Parish will hold Adult Confirmation 
classes for adults who have not made their Confirmation. 
These classes will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. on Sundays, 
February 23, March 8 and 22, April 5, and 19, and May 3. 
 These classes will be held in the lower level of  their Parish 
Center. To register, please call the Office of  Religious 
Education, 562-5484, or email jbagge@stmsaints.org

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
Thank you so much to all who donated to the Souper Bowl of  
Caring! Because of  your generosity, we were able to donate 
$1,088.00 to the St. Vincent de Paul Society and Meals Ministry 
of  our parish, which will be used to help people right here in 
Westfield. We also want to THANK Daniele Sturmer and 
her family for collecting this money after all the Masses on 
Superbowl Sunday! They have been doing this for years! 
Thank you! 

THANK YOU 
to all who celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The 
children are on their journey to receiving their First Holy 
Communion. Thank you also to the parents and students for 
the reception that followed. It was awesome for all involved!

  

CCD CORNER

ASH WEDNESDAY - February 26 Masses: 
8:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

The name dies cineum (day of ashes) is found in the 
earliest existing copes of the Gregorian Sacramentary, 
and probably dates from at least the eighth century. 
According to ancient custom, on this day all the 
faithful approach the altar where the priest, dipping his 
thumb into previously blessed ashes, marks the 
forehead, saying the words: “Remember man that thou 
art dust and unto dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19), 
or “Turn away from sin and be faithful to the 
Gospel” (Mark 1:15), or “Repent, and hear the good 
news” (Mark 1:15).

Mary, Mother of God,
Pray for Us

mailto:jbagge@stmsaints.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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ATTENTION 
Home-Bound & Eucharistic Ministers 
Please log who you are bringing Holy Communion to 
going forward in 2020. There is a log-in sheet in 
t h e  U p p e r C h u r c h   a n d  L o w e r C h u r c h   i n t h e 
Sacristy where you place your pix. 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation. I want to 
make sure we are not missing any  home-bound 
parishioners who would like a visit from a priest for 
sacraments. Questions may be directed to Pastoral 
M i n i s t e r : M i c h e l e S u h o c k i , 
 msuhocki@stmsaints.org, 413-562-5477, ext 144.

If you have moved or changed your phone number, 
please call the rectory at 562-5477. God may be omniscient, 
but we could use a heads up to stay connected!

PARISH ADVANCEMENT FUND
Happy New Year! St. Mary’s is busy updating and renovating 
our church, rectory and parish center. The patio, elevator, 
chair lift and heating system are just a few projects we are 
replacing or renovating. If  you would like to support these 
ongoing projects, please place a donation in the green and 
white Advancement envelopes found in your envelope packet 
and mark “CHURCH.” Many thanks for all your help and 
support! Please contact our Director of  Advancement, Robin 
J e n s e n , w i t h a n y q u e s t i o n s a t 5 6 8 - 1 1 6 0 o r 
rjensen@stmsaints.org. You can also donate online at 
https://stmarysofwestfield.com and note it is for our Church.

SEMINARIAN-VOCATION FUND

This weekend, we are taking up a special collection for the 
Seminarian-Vocation Fund. This collection will be for the 
education and care to our five current seminarians and for 
our future seminarians. Your prayers and financial support 
help to make possible the education and training these 
seminarians need to be men of deep prayer, dedicated 
shepherds of parishes, tireless ministers of the sacraments, 
and strong teachers of our Catholic faith. Contributions 
towards our Seminarian-Vocation Fund will make a 
significant impact on each seminarian. Funds collected 
through this special collection help defray the cost of 
expenses for formation and seminary education such as 
tuition and fees, room and board, and health insurance for 
each seminarian. Bishop Rozanski humbly asks you to 
consider making a donation, an investment to the future of 
our diocese. Thank you in advance for your generosity.

♥ St. Mary’s Women’s Prayer Group ♥
You are invited to join us every Thursday night from 6:45 - 
8:00 p.m. in St. Mary’s Lower Church (use the church entrance 
facing Bartlett St.). Each week we read, and study the upcoming 
Sunday Gospel. We pray for each other, our families and our 
community. All materials provided. For further information, 
please contact Michele Suhocki, pastoral minister, 
413-562-5477, ext 144, msuhocki@stmsaints.org. Looking 
forward to meeting you! 

COLLECTION FOR BETHLEHEM HOUSE
The 9th Grade St. Mary’s CCD 
Service Project class will collect 
items for Bethlehem House during 
the month of  February. The crib will 
be set up in the church for any 
donations until March 2. If  you have 
any questions or wish to drop off  
donations, please contact Robin 
Jensen in the Parish Center. 
rjensen@stmsaints.org or by calling 
568-1160. 
Walmart gift cards of  any amounts, clothing (sizes 0-3 months 
up to 2 toddler only), and baby hooded towels (newborn) are 
most needed. Other items that are needed: baby bottles, three-
pack (new only and no glass, please); Dove bar soap (sensitive 
only and unscented); pacifiers, 2-pack, new born or 0-3 
months; diapers, size 1 and 6 (no Pampers brand or cloth); 
socks, size 0-3 months, 3-6 months & 2 years; sleepers, size 0-3 
months, 12 months, 18 months & 24 or 2T; two-piece outfits, 
0-3 months, 12 months, 18 months or 24 months.
All clothes must be new or gently used. Used clothes: 
PLEASE no stains, pet hair or cigarette smoke. Currently, they 
have plenty of  knitted items; no hats or afghans needed.
Any questions, please call Pamela Hibbard at 413-262-8517.

LENTEN REGULATIONS FOR 2020
1. Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of  abstinence from 
meat as well as days of  fast, when only one full meal is allowed.
2. On days of  fast two other meatless meals may be taken 
according to one’s needs, but together they should not equal 
another full meal. The other Fridays of  Lent are days of  
abstinence from meat.
3. The obligation to abstain from meat begins at fourteen (14) 
years of  age.
4. The obligation to fast begins at eighteen (18) years of  age 
and ends at fifty-nine (59) years of  age.
Although the faithful may excuse themselves for a just cause 
from these laws of  fast and abstinence, there is an obligation 
to substitute another penance and no Catholic should lightly 
excuse himself/herself  from this obligation in the Lenten 
season.

mailto:msuhocki@stmsaints.org,%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:rjensen@stmsaints.org
https://stmarysofwestfield.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:msuhocki@stmsaints.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:rjensen@stmsaints.org
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Dr. Scott Hahn to Speak at Catholic Men’s 
Conference

Theologian and author, Scott 
Hahn, will speak at the 20th 
Anniversary Worcester Diocesan 
Catholic Men’s Conference, 
scheduled for Saturday, March 
28, at Assumption College. The 
celebrated teacher and television 
personality will offer two talks at 
the conference. His morning 
conference is entitled, “The Road 
to Emmaus: The Path to 
Lifelong Conversion.” His 
afternoon program will be “The 
Power of  the Sacraments.”
Through March 11 ticket prices 

for adult men are $45. On March 12, they increase to $60. 
Ticket prices for students are $30 prior to the conference and 
at the door. Tickets can be purchased online on the 
conference website at www.firstmensconf.org; by sending a 
check to Catholic Men’s Conference, 49 Elm Street, 
Worcester, MA 01609; by contacting parish contact persons 
in those parishes which have them; or by calling Joan DeMasi 
at 508-929-4345.

St. Mary’s Catholic Church Will Host a 
Women’s Spiritual Day Retreat

Come to the Table - The Names of God
“God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to 
say to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.’” Exodus 3:14

We all have many names that tell a story about parts of  us: 
daughter, child, friend, sister, aunt, mother, senior, co-worker, 
volunteer, widow. In this retreat we will reflect on our names 
and the names by which scripture and we call God.

Val Liptak, Michele Suhocki & Liz Walz, ASP
Saturday, March 21 - Genesis Spiritual Center

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. - $35, includes lunch
R e g i s t e r b y p h o n e t o 4 1 3 - 5 6 2 - 3 6 2 7 o r 
online: genesisspiritualcenter.org. Questions: Michele 
Suhocki msuhocki@stmsaints.org.

Learn About 
10 Common Signs of Alzheimer’s and Dementia

There are two meetings scheduled to present the ten signs of  
Alzheimer’s and dementia. The first is Tuesday, February 25, 
and the second, Monday, March 2. Both will be held from 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at St. Mary’s Parish Center, 86 Mechanic St.
Alzheimer’s and other dementias cause changes in memory, 
thinking and behavior that interfere with daily life. Join us to 
learn about 10 common signs and what to watch for in 
yourself and others. 
The program covers typical age-related changes, common 
warning signs of  Alzheimer’s, how to approach someone 
about memory concerns, early detection, the benefits of  a 
diagnosis and the diagnostic process, Alzheimer’s Association 
resources, as well as how to decode behavioral messages, 
identify common triggers, and learn strategies to help manage 
some of them, and the most common behavioral challenges 
of  dementia/Alzheimer’s.
Behavior is a powerful form of  communication and is one of  
the primary ways people living with dementia communicate 
their needs and feelings as the ability to use language is 
lost. However, some behaviors can present real challenges for 
caregivers to manage. 
Visit alz.org/CRF to explore & learn more.
 

RSVP: msuhocki@stmsaints.org or 413-562-5477, ext. 144.

Today we know Lent as a season of conversion.
We acknowledge the ways we have turned away from God in 
our lives, and we focus on turning our hearts and minds back 
toward God. Hence the three pillars of  Lent are prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving. These observances help us turn away 
from whatever has distracted or derailed us and to turn back 
to God. Giving up something for Lent is ultimately a form of  
fasting. We can deprive ourselves of  some small pleasure or 
indulgence and offer that sacrifice up to God. Or we might 
“give up” a bad habit such as smoking as a way of  positively 
turning our life back toward what God wants for us.
Take the time now to think about what you might give up this 
year. Is it something you enjoy that you want to sacrifice for a 
while, like your daily latte? Or is it a bad habit you want to 
conquer, like running in late to meetings with co-workers? Or 
perhaps you want to turn your cell phone off  for a few hours 
each day and not let it distract you from the loved ones you 
are with in real time? Find something that works for you, and 
whatever it is, may it help you to turn toward God in this holy 
season of  Lent.                                 - Neela Kale, Busted Halo

http://genesisspiritualcenter.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:msuhocki@stmsaints.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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