
900

Saturday, February 22
4:00 PM Bill Noonan, 12th Anniversary, requested by His 

Family
Sunday, February 23

8:30 AM Eileen Burke, 20th Anniversary, requested by Her 
Family

10:00 AM Angie Sipitkowski & Dorothy Haber, requested by 
Their Family

11:30 AM
  5:00 PM Patricia Wright, requested by the Mater Dolorosa 

School Family
Special Intentions for Kathy Bruno-Iellamo and 
in Memory of her Son, Michael

Monday, February 24
8:30 AM Albert Nardacci, + Birthday Remembrance, 

requested by His Wife & Family
Tuesday, February 25

8:30 AM Peppina, requested by Dominic Marigliano
Wednesday, February 26  - ASH WEDNESDAY

8:30 AM Dr. Cesar Angco, requested by Kim Browne & Patty
Schweitzer

Thursday, February 27
8:30 AM Joe & Ronnie Affenito

Friday, February 28
8:30 AM Atty. Mary Keenan

Saturday, February 29
4:00 PM Unborn Babies, requested by Mary & Joseph

Sunday, March 1
8:30 AM Unborn Babies, requested by Mary & Joseph

10:00 AM Unborn Babies, requested by Mary & Joseph
11:30 AM Unborn Babies, requested by Mary & Joseph

MASS INTENTIONS

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE in the upstairs Church 
will burn from 2/22/20 to 3/6/20, in Memory of  Angie 
Sipitkowski, 19th Anniversary, requested by TLQ.

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE in the downstairs Church 
will burn from 2/22/20 to 3/6/20, in Memory of  Lynne 
Anne McDermott.

If you would like to contribute towards the beautiful altar 
flowers, there is a notebook in the main entrance of the 
Church. It is easy to fill out a request and a great way to 
honor someone who has passed away or celebrate a great event 
in someone’s life.

PRAYING TOGETHER is one of our greatest 
privileges at St. Mary’s High School. 
Each school morning we gather in 
prayer. We would be honored to pray 
for you! Please email your prayer 
request to kjaszek@stmsaints.org or call 
the school at 568-5692.

Offer  no resistance to one who 
persecutes you. Rather, love your 
neighbor as you love yourself. As the 
Lord is gracious and merciful, treat 
others in the same way, humbling 
yourself  before the Lord.

 

 2                                                                7th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

LET US PRAY
Please remember in your prayers, all the sick in our parish, 
our families and friends. Please also pray for our beloved 
deceased: Sr. Maria of  the Eucharist, O.P., Lynne Anne 
McDermott, Jane Kielbasa, Marguerite Brisbois, William 
Boyden, Joan Philbrook and Patricia Lahue.

The 5 p.m. Sunday Masses follows the CCD schedule. The 
next Masses are March 8 and 29.

If there is a two-hour delay or school is cancelled there 
will not be an 8:30 AM Mass that day.

FEBRUARY 15 & 16
401 Envelopes: Total in Envelopes: $12,592.50

Loose Cash: $617.00
 TOTAL: $13,209.50

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

WE STEWARD OUR TREASURE

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29
4 PM
Altar Servers: Jessica Crosby, Seamus Smith, Amelia Willenborg
Reader: Sheila Green
SUNDAY, MARCH 1
8:30 AM 
Altar Servers: Brigid Lawry, Marygrace Lawry, Sophie Lawry
Reader: Peter Miller
10 AM
Altar Servers: Tucker Costello, Maddie Koziol, Abigail Moore
Reader: Chuck Dougherty
11:30 AM
Altar Servers: Kristal Torres, Destenie Pacheco
Reader: Jaquelyn Luna, Michael Navarro

NEXT WEEK’S LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary prayer line: 
for prayers call or text Betty, 563-0592, or 
Marguerite, 531-5648.

mailto:kjaszek@stmsaints.org
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My aunt and uncle once lived on a tiny street in 
the row-house world of  South Philly. What fascinated me as a 
boy when my family and I visited their home was the 
vestibule, something lacking in our suburban home at the 
time. This was a very small space, hardly a “room,” formed by 
the main front door and another one, featuring frosted glass. 
This second door opened into the living area, the heart of  the 
home, with the dining space further in, ending with the 
kitchen, from which came the enticing aromas promising a 
good meal ahead.

I thought of  that long ago scene, featuring that vestibule, 
when I considered the readings for today and the upcoming 
season of  Lent. With Ash Wednesday a scant three days away, 
we may consider ourselves “in the vestibule” of  Lent. So said, 
we note that these bible excerpts make for a perfect 
combination of  commandments and practical ways to 
respond. “A pair of  doors” if  you will, into the heart of  the 
matter.

The first commands come from the book of  Leviticus, where 
we read that Moses was ordered to give the people the Lord’s 
word that they be holy. How? By not hating anyone, and not 
hesitating to correct anybody who needs it. Of  course, they 
are to love their neighbor as themselves.

St. Paul weighs in with a reminder that each of  us is like a 
temple in which God dwells. Then we read of  how Our Lord 

spells out two of  the hardest choices all Christians have to 
make, namely, avoiding revenge and actually loving our 
enemies.

We then exit this “vestibule” and step into Lent and its six 
weeks that follow for a kind of  retreat. The self-imposed 
prayer and fasting time to drive out any “sludge” from the 
“piping” of  our souls. All of  this to prepare for our 2020 
celebration of  Easter. That celebration, as we know, balances 
out the calendar with seven weeks of  “Alleluias” and 
rejoicing, with Spring as a bonus.

It seems to me this cyclical rhythm of  liturgical observance 
helps to bring order and purpose to our spiritual life. There 
may be all kinds of  chaos around us, with the pace of  modern 
life never slowing down. So we need to resist that pressure 
lest we feel like a hamster trapped in a whirling metal circle. 
We are more than our schedules. More than our obligations 
and earthly duties. We live for a loving Lord. We trust in His 
way forward to a future of  peace and happiness unending.

Getting back to family memories like that vestibule in my aunt 
and uncle’s home, I think from time to time of  an old, now 
forgotten slogan once used by my Dad’s longtime employer, 
the Prudential Insurance Company. I know he believed in 
them, on several layers of  meaning. The words? “The future 
belongs to those who prepare for it.” Not a bad watchword for all 
of  us, here in the “vestibule” of  Lent.

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
“VESTIBULE” OF LENT

Who among us is hungry?
The Meals Ministry here at St. Mary’s will celebrate its 10th 
anniversary this April. We deliver about 70 meals each second 
Sunday of  the month. There are over 60 volunteers who 
work to keep this ministry running smoothly. If  someone you 
know is in need, please call Bob and Vicky Stoops at 
413-562-5835.

TROOP 109 BOTTLE & CAN DRIVE
 Troop 109 Bottle and Can Drive
St. Mary’s Boy Scout Troop 109 will hold their annual bottle 
and can drive on Saturday March 7, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the big scout tent near the Super Phipps sign in the plaza. If  
you’d like to help the scouts, please save your returnable 
bottles and cans including Connecticut water bottles, and 
donate them during the bottle and can drive. 
Last year the scouts collected over 46,000 bottles and cans. 
This year they’re shooting for 50,000.
Proceeds will help buy troop camping gear and pay for other 
expenses related to their activities, events, and service 
projects. Thank you for supporting our scouts.

Are you looking for a way to make a concrete 
difference in someone’s life? St. Mary’s Parish is looking 
for people who are willing to spend time with homebound 
parishioners who are lonely, elderly, suffering or sick. You don’t 
need to have a professional background, but you do need a 
willingness to listen, be empathetic, and offer reassurance that 
our community has not forgotten them. St. Mary’s will train 
you to visit these people in their home, in the hospital or in a 
nursing home and take them the Eucharist if  they desire that. 
To learn more, call Pastoral Minister Michele Suhocki at 
413-562-5477, ext 144, or msuhocki@stmsaints.org. It may be 
just the thing for you. “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? 
Here am I; send me!” - Isaiah 6:8
Sharon Olson will REPAIR YOUR ROSARIES for 
FREE. You may drop them off at the rectory for her and we 
will call you when they are repaired.

ALTAR GUILD VOLUNTEERS are needed to help in 
maintaining the sanctuaries, altars, and sacristies. 
Services could include washing/ironing of church 
linens, general cleaning, or some sewing. Please call the 
rectory and leave your name and number.

COLLECTION OF PALMS
Baskets will be at the church doors until this Sunday, February 23, for the collection of last year’s palms.  

They will be burned and used for the blessing with ashes on Ash Wednesday.  

mailto:msuhocki@stmsaints.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Monday, February 24
2:30 pm New Altar Server Training - Upper Church
4:15 pm CCD 
4:15 pm New Altar Server Training - Upper Church
6:00 pm Folk Group Rehearsal - Upper Church
7:00 pm PAC - Center
6:00 pm Finance Council - Center

Tuesday,  February 25
6:30 am Men of St. Joseph - Lower Church
6:30 pm Cub Scout Pack 109 - Center, 3rd Floor

Wednesday, February 26 - ASH WEDNESDAY
HALF DAY OF SCHOOL

8:30 am Mass - Upper Church
8:30 am Schools at Mass - Upper Church

9 am Eucharistic Adoration
9:30 am Bible Study - Center
4:15 pm New Altar Server Training - Upper Church

5 pm Benediction - Lower Church
6 pm Mass - Upper Church
7 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal - Upper Church
7 pm Bible Study - Center

Thursday, February 27
6:45 pm Women’s Prayer Group - Lower Church

7 pm El Camino Youth - Center
7 pm Encuentro Juvenil - Center
7 pm Ultrella - Center

Saturday, February 29 
9:30 am Lenten Prayer Group - Center

Sunday, March 1
10 am Little Church - Lower Church
11 am First Grade CCD - ES

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARY’S

ST. PEREGRINE MEDALS
(Patron Saint of  cancer patients) with prayer cards can be 
picked up at the Parish Center or the rectory. Please stop by 
during office hours. These blessed medals were donated by a 
special parish friend!

“LITTLE CHURCH” –Sunday School is Cool! For young 
children, which is held every Sunday in the lower church 
during the 10:00 Mass. Come by any time to visit and meet 
the other children and families! You can watch the Mass on 
the “big screen” if  you stay with your children.

TRAINING FOR NEW ALTAR SERVERS  
Classes will be held in the upper Church. Boys and Girls, 
third grade and older are invited to join. This is an important 
ministry in our church and an honor to serve the Lord. 
Please attend two classes. If  you would like to serve and are 
not available on these days, please call the CCD office or 
rectory to make other arrangements.

Monday, February 24 2:30-3:30 PM
         or 4:15-5:15 PM 

ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASSES
St. John the Evangelist Parish, Agawam, will hold Adult 
Confirmation classes for adults who have not made their 
Confirmation. These classes will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. on 
Sundays, February 23, March 8 and 22, April 5, and 19, and 
May 3.  These classes will be held in the lower level of  their 
Parish Center. To register, please call the Office of  Religious 
Education, 562-5484, or email jbagge@stmsaints.org

FIRST GRADE: Sunday, March 1, is the last first grade 
gathering. We start with the 10:00 Mass and then will go to 
the Elementary School. Remember to bring all your papers!

NEW BIBLE STUDY FOR LENT
Filmed on location in the Holy Land, No 
Greater Love is a biblical pilgrimage that 
reveals Christ’s amazing love for us. Best-
selling author Edward Sri guides you 
through the last hours of  Christ’s life. 
You will walk step-by-step with Jesus 
from the Garden of  Gethsemane to the Mount of  Calvary. 
Every step of  the way, Old Testament prophecies, messianic 
expectations, biblical symbolism, and historical context shed 
light on the mystery of  Christ’s suffering and death. With 
these insights, Catholics can come to a deeper understanding 
and appreciation of  God’s immeasurable and unconditional 
love for drawing closer to Jesus than ever have before.
This study will begin on Wednesday March 11, from 9:30 
to 11 a.m. and continues for 5 weeks ending on 
Wednesday, April 8.  As this is a video-based study, it is possible 
to do this study from home as another option. The study is free, the 
study pack is $25.00. For more information or to register, 
please contact Joanne Bagge, jbagge@stmsaints.org, 
562-5484

CCD CORNER

ASH WEDNESDAY - February 26 Masses: 
8:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

The name dies cineum (day of ashes) is found in the 
earliest existing copes of the Gregorian Sacramentary, and 
probably dates from at least the eighth century. According 
to ancient custom, on this day all the faithful approach the 
altar where the priest, dipping his thumb into previously 
blessed ashes, marks the forehead, saying the words: 
“Remember man that thou art dust and unto dust you shall 
return” (Genesis 3:19), or “Turn away from sin and be 
faithful to the Gospel” (Mark 1:15), or “Repent, and hear 
the good news” (Mark 1:15).

mailto:jbagge@stmsaints.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:jbagge@stmsaints.org
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PARISH ADVANCEMENT FUND
Happy New Year! St. Mary’s is busy updating and renovating 
our church, rectory and parish center. The patio, elevator, 
chair lift and heating system are just a few projects we are 
replacing or renovating. If  you would like to support these 
ongoing projects, please place a donation in the green and 
white Advancement envelopes found in your envelope packet 
and mark “CHURCH.” Many thanks for all your help and 
support! Please contact our Director of  Advancement, Robin 
J e n s e n , w i t h a n y q u e s t i o n s a t 5 6 8 - 1 1 6 0 o r 
rjensen@stmsaints.org. You can also donate online at 
https://stmarysofwestfield.com and note it is for our Church.

THANK YOU
Bishop Rozanski thanks you for your generosity of  last 
week’s collection for the Seminarian-Vocation Fund. This 
collection is for the education and care of  our five current 
seminarians and for our future seminarians. Your prayers and 
financial support help to make possible the education and 
training these seminarians need to be men of  deep prayer, 
dedicated shepherds of  parishes, tireless ministers of  the 
sacraments, and strong teachers of  our Catholic faith. If  you 
have not yet made a donation and would like to, please do so 
through the parish office. Thank you again for your 
generosity and for investing in the future of  our diocese.

COLLECTION FOR BETHLEHEM HOUSE
The 9th Grade St. Mary’s CCD 
Service Project class will collect 
items for Bethlehem House during 
the month of  February. The crib 
will be set up in the church for any 
donations until March 2. If  you 
have any questions or wish to drop 
off  donations, please contact Robin 
Jensen in the Parish Center. 
rjensen@stmsaints.org or by calling 
568-1160. 
Walmart gift cards of  any amounts, clothing (sizes 0-3 months 
up to 2 toddler only), and baby hooded towels (newborn) are 
most needed. Other items that are needed: baby bottles, three-
pack (new only and no glass, please); Dove bar soap (sensitive 
only and unscented); pacifiers, 2-pack, new born or 0-3 
months; diapers, size 1 and 6 (no Pampers brand or cloth); 
socks, size 0-3 months, 3-6 months & 2 years; sleepers, size 0-3 
months, 12 months, 18 months & 24 or 2T; two-piece outfits, 
0-3 months, 12 months, 18 months or 24 months.
All clothes must be new or gently used. Used clothes: 
PLEASE no stains, pet hair or cigarette smoke. Currently, they 
have plenty of  knitted items; no hats or afghans needed.
Any questions, please call Pamela Hibbard at 413-262-8517.

LENTEN REGULATIONS FOR 2020
1. Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of  abstinence from 
meat as well as days of  fast, when only one full meal is allowed.
2. On days of  fast two other meatless meals may be taken 
according to one’s needs, but together they should not equal 
another full meal. The other Fridays of  Lent are days of  
abstinence from meat.
3. The obligation to abstain from meat begins at fourteen (14) 
years of  age.
4. The obligation to fast begins at eighteen (18) years of  age 
and ends at fifty-nine (59) years of  age.
Although the faithful may excuse themselves for a just cause 
from these laws of  fast and abstinence, there is an obligation 
to substitute another penance and no Catholic should lightly 
excuse himself/herself  from this obligation in the Lenten 
season.

St. Patrick's Day Supper sponsored by 
the Knights of Columbus Council #11178

Saturday, March 14 - 6 pm to 7:30 pm.
OUR LADY OF THE LAKE PARISH
224 Sheep Pasture Rd.  Southwick
Menu includes corned beef, cabbage, potatoes, 

onions, carrots, beverage and dessert. Cost: 
Ages 13 to adult, $10; ages 5 to 12, $5; 

under age 5, free (max. cost per family $25). 

mailto:rjensen@stmsaints.org
https://stmarysofwestfield.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:rjensen@stmsaints.org
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St. Mary’s High School has recently 
announced the introduction of  
University Based Scheduling with a 
focus on the ‘Great Books’ Program in 
the fall. The benefits of  university 
scheduling include: more time for 
reflection, less information to process 

over the course of  the day, more time to complete 
homework, less time in the halls between classes, and more 
opportunities for electives.
The ‘Great Books’ program is known for championing 
students in developing and cultivating both critical thinking 
skills and societal engagement of  readers. By use of  Shared 
Inquiry, discussion of  famous works and enduring ideas are 
evaluated and analyzed for their timeless quality spanning 
across multiple generations. In order to develop critical 
thinking skills, students delve deeply into problems of  
reasoning by developing new ideas, providing evidence for 
stated opinions, and responding to one another in clear and 
civil dialogues. Students complete these tasks by studying the 
‘three R’s’; reading, writing and rhetoric.
Would you like to learn more? Please contact us for an 
appointment in the Guidance/Admissions office at 413 568 
5692 or email kjaszek@stmsaints.org. www.stmsaints.org

St. Mary’s Catholic Church Will Host a 
Women’s Spiritual Day Retreat

Come to the Table - The Names of God
“God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to 
say to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.’” Exodus 3:14

We all have many names that tell a story about parts of  us: 
daughter, child, friend, sister, aunt, mother, senior, co-worker, 
volunteer, widow. In this retreat we will reflect on our names 
and the names by which scripture and we call God.

Val Liptak, Michele Suhocki & Liz Walz, ASP
Saturday, March 21 - Genesis Spiritual Center

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. - $35, includes lunch
R e g i s t e r b y p h o n e t o 4 1 3 - 5 6 2 - 3 6 2 7 o r 
online: genesisspiritualcenter.org. Questions: Michele 
Suhocki msuhocki@stmsaints.org.

Learn About 
10 Common Signs of Alzheimer’s and Dementia

There are two meetings scheduled to present the ten signs of  
Alzheimer’s and dementia. The first is Tuesday, February 
25, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., and the second, Monday, 
March 2, from 9 to 10:30 a.m. Both will be held at St. Mary’s 
Parish Center, 86 Mechanic St.
Alzheimer’s and other dementias cause changes in memory, 
thinking and behavior that interfere with daily life. Join us to 
learn about 10 common signs and what to watch for in 
yourself and others. 
The program covers typical age-related changes, common 
warning signs of  Alzheimer’s, how to approach someone 
about memory concerns, early detection, the benefits of  a 
diagnosis and the diagnostic process, Alzheimer’s Association 
resources, as well as how to decode behavioral messages, 
identify common triggers, and learn strategies to help manage 
some of them, and the most common behavioral challenges 
of  dementia/Alzheimer’s.
Behavior is a powerful form of  communication and is one of  
the primary ways people living with dementia communicate 
their needs and feelings as the ability to use language is 
lost. However, some behaviors can present real challenges for 
caregivers to manage. 
Visit alz.org/CRF to explore & learn more.
 

RSVP: msuhocki@stmsaints.org or 413-562-5477, ext. 144.

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
Lenten Speaker Series: THE EUCHARIST! 
This year’s series will focus on the “Foundation of the 
Eucharist in Salvation History.” It will examine the 
prevalence of “Eucharist Miracles” around the world 
through the centuries; we will look at the relationship 
between “The Eucharist and Mary the Mother of God;” 
we will hear a “Witness Talk from a Convert” who so 
loves the Eucharist that he was drawn to our faith and 
could not imagine his life without it; we will experience 
Eucharistic Adoration and its meaning for us as adults, 
and on the same evening we will have a special “Family 
Night” and offer our young children and their parents 
an experience of “Adoration for Children.” We are 
pleased that Fr. Warren Savage will join us again this 
year on the first night, Wednesday March 4, at 6:30 p.m.  
All are welcome to attend this series which will be held 
at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church. 

mailto:kjaszek@stmsaints.org
http://genesisspiritualcenter.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:msuhocki@stmsaints.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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mailto:msuhocki@stmsaints.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank

