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Saturday, March 14
4:00 PM Pat & Mimi Parisi, requested by Their Daughter 

Janice
Sunday, March 15

8:30 AM Dr. Cesar Angco, requested by Josephine Nardacci
10:00 AM Bill Scanlon, requested by His Family
11:30 AM Adelaida Santiago, requested by Her Husband and

Family
Monday, March 16

8:30 AM Florence Annino, 3rd Anniversary
Tuesday, March 17 ST. - PATRICK’S DAY

8:30 AM James L. Warner, III, requested by Doris & Family
Wednesday, March 18

8:30 AM Lester Densmore, requested by His Wife & Family
Thursday, March 19 - ST. JOSEPH’S DAY

8:30 AM Lynne Anne McDermott, requested by Editha Angco,
Jason, Kathleen & Calaeb Vieweg

Friday, March 20
8:30 AM All the Souls in Purgatory, requested by Danielle &

William
Saturday, March 21

4:00 PM Jack Griffin, 5th Anniversary, requested by His Wife 
& Family
Mimi Parisi, + Birthday Remembrance, requested by 
Her Daughter, Janice

Sunday, March 22
8:30 AM Mary Jane McCarthy, 7th Annversary, requested by 

Her Family
10:00 AM Robert Heisler, Sr., Birthday Remembrance

requested by His Family
11:30 AM Francisca Luna, requested by The Luna Family

MASS INTENTIONS

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE in the upstairs Church 
will burn from 3/7/20 to 3/20/20 for Special Intentions, 
requested by Tom & Rosemary Gavin.

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE in the downstairs Church 
will burn from 3/7/20 to 3/20/20 in Memory of  Mary 
Allen.

If you would like to contribute towards the beautiful altar 
flowers, there is a notebook in the main entrance of the 
Church. It is easy to fill out a request and a great way to 
honor someone who has passed away or celebrate a great event 
in someone’s life.

Jesus satisfies our thirst for eternal 
life. Through His Spirit His grace 
has been poured into our hearts. 
God satisfied the thirst of  the 
Israelites whose hearts had become 
hardened and rebellious.
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LET US PRAY
Please remember in your prayers, all the sick in our parish, 
our families and friends. Please also pray for our beloved 
deceased: Carol Mis, John “Jack” Butler, Stephen Fecteau 
and Jeannette Williams.
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary prayer line: for 
prayers call or text Betty, 563-0592, or Marguerite, 
531-5648.

PRAYING TOGETHER is one of our greatest privileges 
at St. Mary’s High School. Each school morning we gather 
in prayer. We would be honored to pray for you! Please 
email your prayer request to kjaszek@stmsaints.org or call 
the school at 568-5692.

The 5 p.m. Sunday Masses follows the CCD schedule. The 
next Mass is Sunday, March 29.

MARCH 7 & 8
335 Envelopes: Total in Envelopes: $9,501.59

Loose Cash: $591.75
 TOTAL: $10,093.34

Fuel: $312.00

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

WE STEWARD OUR TREASURE

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
4 PM
Altar Servers: Andrew Burnickas, Joshua Sturmer
Reader: Jay Ricci
SUNDAY, MARCH 22
8:30 AM 
Altar Servers: Olivia Lawry, Paul Lawry
Reader: Cathy Sypek
10 AM
Altar Servers: Katelyn Corriveau, Trevor Corriveau, Calaeb Vieweg
Reader: Denise Noonan
11:30 AM
Altar Servers: Yadira Rodríguez, Xavier Félix
Reader: Juan Aquino, Zoria Santos

NEXT WEEK’S LITURGICAL MINISTERS

On the weekend of March 28 & 29, 
we invite all medical personnel, first responders, 

and those trained in CPR 
to remain after the Masses for a brief meeting 

about the protocols, helping people who become ill 
during Mass and the use of the AED. 

Thank you!

mailto:kjaszek@stmsaints.org
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
   This year the Lord grants us, once again, a favourable time to 
prepare to celebrate with renewed hearts the great mystery of the 
death and resurrection of Jesus, the cornerstone of our personal 
and communal Christian life. We must continually return to this 
mystery in mind and heart, for it will continue to grow within us 
in the measure that we are open to its spiritual power and 
respond with freedom and generosity.
1. The paschal mystery as the basis of conversion
Christian joy flows from listening to, and accepting, the Good 
News of the death and resurrection of Jesus. This kerygma sums 
up the mystery of a love “so real, so true, so concrete, that it 
invites us to a relationship of openness and fruitful 
dialogue” (Christus Vivit, 117). Whoever believes this message 
rejects the lie that our life is ours to do with as we will. Rather, 
life is born of the love of God our Father, from His desire to 
grant us life in abundance (cf. Jn 10:10). If we listen instead to 
the tempting voice of the “father of lies” (Jn 8:44), we risk 
sinking into the abyss of absurdity, and experiencing hell here on 
earth, as all too many tragic events in the personal and collective 
human experience sadly bear witness.
   In this Lent of 2020, I would like to share with every Christian 
what I wrote to young people in the Aposto l ic 
Exhortation Christus Vivit: “Keep your eyes fixed on the 
outstretched arms of Christ crucified, let yourself be saved over 
and over again. And when you go to confess your sins, believe 
firmly in His mercy which frees you of your guilt. Contemplate 
His blood poured out with such great love, and let yourself be 
cleansed by it. In this way, you can be reborn ever anew” (No. 
123). Jesus’ Pasch is not a past event; rather, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit it is ever present, enabling us to see and touch 
with faith the flesh of Christ in those who suffer.
2. The urgency of conversion
It is good to contemplate more deeply the paschal mystery 
through which God’s mercy has been bestowed upon us. 
Indeed, the experience of mercy is only possible in a “face to 
face” relationship with the crucified and risen Lord “who loved 
me and gave Himself for me” (Gal 2:20), in a heartfelt dialogue 
between friends. That is why prayer is so important in Lent. 
Even more than a duty, prayer is an expression of our need to 
respond to God’s love which always precedes and sustains us. 
Christians pray in the knowledge that, although unworthy, we 
are still loved. Prayer can take any number of different forms, 
but what truly matters in God’s eyes is that it penetrates deep 
within us and chips away at our hardness of heart, in order to 
convert us ever more fully to God and to His will.
   In this season, then, may we allow ourselves to be led like 
Israel into the desert (cf. Hos 2:14), so that we can at last hear 
our Spouse’s voice and allow it to resound ever more deeply 
within us. The more fully we are engaged with His word, the 
more we will experience the mercy He freely gives us. May we 
not let this time of grace pass in vain, in the foolish illusion that 
we can control the times and means of our conversion to him.

3. God’s passionate will to dialogue with His children
The fact that the Lord once again offers us a time for 
conversion should never be taken for granted. This new 
opportunity ought to awaken in us a sense of gratitude and stir 
us from our sloth. Despite the sometimes tragic presence of 
evil in our lives, and in the life of the Church and the world, 
this opportunity to change our course expresses God’s 
unwavering will not to interrupt His dialogue of salvation with 
us. In the crucified Jesus, who knew no sin, yet for our sake 
was made to be sin (cf. 2 Cor 5:21), this saving will lead the 
Father to burden His Son with the weight of our sins, thus, in 
the expression of Pope Benedict XVI, “turning of God 
against himself” (Deus Caritas Est, 12). For God also loves His 
enemies (cf. Mt 5:43-48).
   The dialogue that God wishes to establish with each of us 
through the paschal mystery of His Son has nothing to do 
with empty chatter, like that attributed to the ancient 
inhabitants of Athens, who “spent their time in nothing 
except telling or hearing something new” (Acts 17:21). Such 
chatter, determined by an empty and superficial curiosity, 
characterizes worldliness in every age; in our own day, it can 
also result in improper use of the media.
4. A richness to be shared, not kept for oneself
Putting the paschal mystery at the centre of our lives means 
feeling compassion towards the wounds of the crucified Christ 
present in the many innocent victims of wars, in attacks on 
life, from that of the unborn to that of the elderly, and various 
forms of violence. They are likewise present in environmental 
disasters, the unequal distribution of the earth’s goods, human 
trafficking in all its forms, and the unbridled thirst for profit, 
which is a form of idolatry.
   Today too, there is a need to appeal to men and women of 
good will to share, by almsgiving, their goods with those most 
in need, as a means of personally participating in the building 
of a better world. Charitable giving makes us more human, 
whereas hoarding risks making us less human, imprisoned by 
our own selfishness. We can and must go even further, and 
consider the structural aspects of our economic life. For this 
reason, in the midst of Lent this year, from 26 to 28 March, I 
have convened a meeting in Assisi with young economists, 
entrepreneurs and change-makers, with the aim of shaping a 
more just and inclusive economy. As the Church’s 
magisterium has often repeated, political life represents an 
eminent form of charity (cf. Pius XI, Address to the Italian 
Federation of Catholic University Students, 18 December 1927). The 
same holds true for economic life, which can be approached 
in the same evangelical spirit, the spirit of the Beatitudes.
   I ask Mary Most Holy to pray that our Lenten celebration 
will open our hearts to hear God’s call to be reconciled to 
Himself, to fix our gaze on the paschal mystery, and to be 
converted to an open and sincere dialogue with Him. In this 
way, we will become what Christ asks his disciples to be: the 
salt of the earth and the light of the world (cf. Mt 5:13-14).

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR LENT 2020
 

“We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God” (2 Cor 5:20)

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20190325_christus-vivit.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22117
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20190325_christus-vivit.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20190325_christus-vivit.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22123
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20190325_christus-vivit.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22123
http://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20051225_deus-caritas-est.html
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Monday, March 16
4:15 pm CCD 

6 pm Folks Group Rehearsal - Upper Church
7 pm Finance Council - Center

Tuesday,  March 17
6:30 am Men of St. Joseph - Lower Church
6:30 pm Cub Scout Pack 109 - Center, 3rd Floor

Wednesday, March 18
9 am Eucharistic Adoration

9:30 am Bible Study - Center
5 pm Benediction - Lower Church
7 pm Bible Study - Center

Thursday, March 19
8:30 am Mass - Upper Church
8:30 am Schools at Mass - Upper Church
6:45 pm Women’s Prayer Group - Lower Church

7 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal - Upper Church
7 pm El Camino Youth - Center
7 pm Encuentro Juvenil - Center
7 pm Ultrella - Center

Friday, March 20 
7 pm Stations of the Cross - Upper Church

Saturday, March 21 
9:30 am Lenten Prayer Group - Center

Sunday, March 22
10 am Little Church - Lower Church

3 pm Via Cruces Rehearsal - Church

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARY’S

“LITTLE CHURCH” –Sunday School is Cool! For young 
children, which is held every Sunday in the lower church 
during the 10:00 Mass. Come by any time to visit and meet 
the other children and families! You can watch the Mass on 
the “big screen” if you stay with your children.

NEW BIBLE STUDY FOR LENT
Filmed on location in the Holy Land, No 
Greater Love is a biblical pilgrimage that 
reveals Christ’s amazing love for us. 
Best-selling author Edward Sri guides 
you through the last hours of Christ’s 
life. This study continues for 4 weeks 
ending on Wednesday, April 8.  As this is a video-based study, 
it is possible to do this study from home as another option. The study 
is free, the study pack is $25.00. For information, please 
contact Joanne Bagge, jbagge@stmsaints.org, 562-5484.

CRS (Catholic Relief  Services) RICE BOWLS
MEET TRINH – Trinh’s family are farmers in Vietnam 
who have been affected by climate change. What would you 
do if your source of nutrition was threatened? How can we 
support those whose livelihoods are vulnerable to weather? 
Visit crsricebowl.org for more. 

PRO-LIFE ESSAY AND ART CONTEST: Pro-life 
of Pioneer Valley is sponsoring a Pro-Life Essay and Art 
Contest for area youth. The contest, on the topic, “Why am I 
Pro-Life?” is open to any and all children/youth adults from 
Grades 4-12, living in or attending school in Western 
Massachusetts. The contest has three divisions: Division 1: 
Grades 4-5, Division 2: Grades 6-8, and Division 3: Grades 
9-12. Prizes will be awarded and presented at the Pro-Life of 
Pioneer Valley’s annual breakfast, Saturday, April 25, in 
Granby, MA. All essays and art work with an accompanied 
entry form must be received by April 3, to be considered. 
Essay/Art contest forms (that explain the length of the 
essays) can be found at the following website 
w w w . p r o l i f e p v . c o m o r b y e m a i l i n g 
prolifepioneervalley@gmail.com. For more info/questions 
contact: James Brunault (413) 627-3003. 

CCD CORNER

ST. MARY’S 
2020 LENTEN SCHEDULE

Stations of  the Cross: Every Friday, 7:00 pm
except March 27 & April 3 
Stations will be at 6:30 pm 
due to the Novena

Via Cruces Every Sunday starting March
Rehearsals: 8 at 3 pm in the Church

Penance Service: March 16, at 7 pm at Blessed
Sacrament Church, Westfield

St. Francis Novena: March 26, 27, 30 & 31, and 
April 1-3; 7 pm in the lower 
Church, with Confessions

Bishop’s Visit: Tuesday, March 24, starting 
with the 8:30 am Mass

Adoration: Every Wed. 8:30 am – 5 pm

Between March 12-20 your household will be receiving 
the 2020 Federal Census form.  Please fill it out and send 
it in by April 1st.  Your presence matters, be counted!

mailto:jbagge@stmsaints.org
http://www.prolifepv.com
mailto:prolifepioneervalley@gmail.com
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Dear Parishioners
of St. Mary’s Parish,  
Some staff from the diocese and I will be on a pastoral 
visitation to your parish on Tuesday, March 24.  These 
visitations are an opportunity to better know the parishes 
in the Diocese and to support the ministries that the 
church provides for and with you.  I hope I will have the 
opportunity to greet many of you personally with the 
various activities scheduled for the day.  Please come and 
say hello, if you are able, at the 8:30 a.m. Mass. 

In case we do not have the opportunity to personally visit 
that day I invite your thoughts on the following questions 
which I will explore with the parish staff during my visit.  

1. Which ministries or services at St. Mary’s Parish 
have you found especially helpful in supporting 
you, your family, neighbors and community?

2. How might St. Mary’s Parish best continue or 
strengthen its ministry for its parishioners and the 
community?  

3. What areas might the church leadership explore to 
be an even fuller witness of God’s love and healing 
among you?   

After prayerful consideration, if you have thoughts on 
these questions I would appreciate receiving them by email 
to Sr. Paula Robillard, my assistant. Her  email address is 
Paulassj@diospringfield.org.   God bless you and thank 
you for your role in the pastoral visitation of St. Mary’s.

+Bishop  Mitchell Rozanski
Bishop of  Springfield, MA

The 9th Grade St. Mary’s CCD Service 
Project class will collect items for 
Bethlehem House during the month of 
February. The crib will be set up in the 
church for any donations until MARCH 
31. If you have any questions or wish to 
drop off donations, please contact Robin 
J e n s e n i n t h e P a r i s h C e n t e r . 
rjensen@stmsaints.org or by calling 
568-1160. 

Walmart gift cards of any amounts, clothing (sizes 0-3 
months up to 2 toddler only), and baby hooded towels 
(newborn) are most needed. Other items that are 
needed: baby bottles, three-pack (new only and no glass, 

please); Dove bar soap (sensitive only and 
unscented); pacifiers, 2-pack, new born or 
0-3 months; diapers, size 1 and 6 (no 
Pampers brand or cloth); socks, size 0-3 
months, 3-6 months & 2 years; sleepers, 
size 0-3 months, 12 months, 18 months & 
24 or 2T; two-piece outfits, 0-3 months, 12 
months, 18 months or 24 months.

All clothes must be new or gently used. 
Used clothes: PLEASE no stains, pet hair 

or cigarette smoke. Currently, they have plenty of 
knitted items; no hats or afghans needed.

Any questions, please call Pamela Hibbard at 
413-262-8517.

COLLECTION FOR BETHLEHEM HOUSE CONTINUES

mailto:Paulassj@diospringfield.org
mailto:rjensen@stmsaints.org
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St. Mary’s Catholic Church Will Host a 
Women’s Spiritual Day Retreat

Come to the Table - The Names of God
“God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to 
say to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.’” Exodus 3:14

We all have many names that tell a story about parts of 
us: daughter, child, friend, sister, aunt, mother, senior, 
co-worker, volunteer, widow. In this retreat we will 
reflect on our names and the names by which scripture 
and we call God.

Val Liptak, Michele Suhocki & Liz Walz, ASP
Saturday, March 21 - Genesis Spiritual Center

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. - $35, includes lunch
R e g i s t e r b y p h o n e t o 4 1 3 - 5 6 2 - 3 6 2 7 o r 
online: genesisspiritualcenter.org. Questions: 
Michele Suhocki msuhocki@stmsaints.org.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CEMETERY
WEST SPRINGFIELD 
Christmas logs, winter decorations, artificial flowers and 
all remaining religious articles and other memorabilia 
must be removed from the cemetery by Sunday, March 
15, 2020. Benches, chairs, vigil lights, and other 
ornaments are prohibited. No artificial flowers are 
allowed at any time in the cemetery.

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
LENTEN SPEAKER SERIES: 
THE EUCHARIST! 
This year’s series will focus on the “Foundation of the 
Eucharist in Salvation History.” It will examine the 
prevalence of “Eucharist Miracles” around the world 
through the centuries; we will look at the relationship 
between “The Eucharist and Mary the Mother of 
God;” we will hear a “Witness Talk from a Convert” 
who so loves the Eucharist that he was drawn to our 
faith and could not imagine his life without it; we will 
experience Eucharistic Adoration and its meaning for 
us as adults, and on the same evening we will have a 
special “Family Night” and offer our young children 
and their parents an experience of “Adoration for 
Children.”
This Wednesday, March 18, beginning at 6:30 p.m., Fr. 
Skip Thompson will share his extraordinary journey of  
faith.

All are welcome to attend this series which will be held 
at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church. 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER 

NOVENA 

will be held on 
March 26, 27, 30 & 31, 

April 1-3 at 7:00 pm 
in the downstairs Church.

Confessions will also 
be heard the nights 

of the Novena.

Prayer Shawl Knitters’ Retreat - April 3-5
Genesis Spiritual Life Center
Come for a weekend with fellow knitters as we joyfully 
share in the care of God’s people by using the gifts of 
our hands to knit or crochet sacred prayer shawls. 
Whether you will be making your first shawl or if you 
are a seasoned disciple, you will experience helpful 
assistance and wonderful fellowship in a beautiful, 
prayerful setting. Our prayers and blessings are woven 
into the shawls as our hands work to fashion them. 
Shawls are then given to people for comfort, healing or 
in celebration. Join the Holy Knitters Prayer-Shawl 
Ministry for this spring weekend open to all who have 
basic knitting and crocheting skills.
A detailed list of required materials 
will be sent upon registration.
Retreat begins with supper at 6:00 
p.m. on Friday and concludes with 
lunch at noon on Sunday. Deposit 
$100. Balance due 14 days prior to 
the start of the retreat. Resident 
with private room $305; Shared room (when booking 
with a friend) $280; Commuter with meals $220; 
Commuter without meals $175.

http://genesisspiritualcenter.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:msuhocki@stmsaints.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank

