
SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH  
MECHANICSBURG, PA  

The Week Ahead 
 

MONDAY  NO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
TUESDAY   
 9:30 AM Divine Mercy Chaplet (Sanctuary) 
  
   

WEDNESDAY  No Activities  
   
 

THURSDAY    
 7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 
   

FRIDAY  SJS NO SCHOOL 
  THS NO SCHOOL  
 1:00 PM Stations of the Cross (Sanctuary) 
 6:30 PM Lenten Speaker Series (Sanctuary) 
 7:15 PM Stations of the Cross (Sanctuary) 
    Following Stations-Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  
 8:30 PM  Benediction ending with Candlelight Procession 
 

SATURDAY 
 3:00 PM Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessional) -Roz/Sahd 
 

 After Mass Diocesan Annual Campaign (Narthex) 
  Grocery Gift Cards (Narthex) 
 

 NEXT SUNDAY DIOCESAN ANNUAL CAMPAIGN - ROOTED IN FAITH 

 9:00 AM Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessional) - Roz 
 9:30 AM Preschool/Kindergarten REP (Parish Life & Ed. Ctr.) 
 9:45 AM Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Lee Horan Rm.) 
 11:30 AM Confirmation Year 1 Rite of Entrance (Sanctuary) 
 
After All Masses  Diocesan Annual Campaign (Narthex) 
  Grocery Gift Cards (Narthex) 
   
  

Masses for the Week  
 

SATURDAY VIGIL - THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

 4:00 PM   Andrew Schock (Weaver) - Sahd 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 15 - THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
 8:00 AM  People of the Parish Living and Deceased - Roz 

 +9:45 AM  Celestine Jordan (Bianca) - Sahd  
 11:30 AM  Special Intention of Hereda Family (Baker) - Sahd 
 

MONDAY, MARCH 16 - LENTEN WEEKDAY 
 6:30 AM  Special Intention of Father William Sullivan  
  

TUESDAY, MARCH 17 - LENTEN WEEKDAY; SAINT PATRICK, BISHOP

 9:00 AM  Judy Groenenboom (Groenenboom) 
  
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 - LENTEN WEEKDAY; SAINT CYRIL OF  
  JERUSALEM, BISHOP AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 

 9:00 AM  Mary and Thomas McFadden (McFadden) 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 19 - SAINT JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF THE BLESSED  
  VIRGIN MARY   
 8:30 AM   Special Intention 
          

FRIDAY, MARCH 20 - LENTEN WEEKDAY

 6:30 AM  Viktor Trason 

 9:00 AM  Adele O’Donnell (Fegley) 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 21 - LENTEN WEEKDAY  

    8:00 AM  Rose Simeone (Piccirilli) 
 

SATURDAY VIGIL - FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

      4:00 PM  Larry Fegley (Crupi) - Roz 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

 8:00 AM  Betty Husic (8 AM Ushers) - Sahd 

 +9:45 AM  Special Intention of Father Rozman - Sahd  
 11:30 AM  People of the Parish Living and Deceased - Roz 
 

+ Mass in American Sign Language (ASL)  *Baptism at Mass 

Today in Our Parish 
Diocesan Annual Campaign - Rooted in Faith 

No Preschool/Kindergarten REP 
 9:00 AM Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessional) - Roz 
 9:45 AM Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Lee Horan Rm.)  
 5:45 PM Bible Study: Lectio Eucharist (Brindle Hall) 
 After All Masses  
  Saint Joseph Day Dinner Refund (Narthex) 
  Diocesan Annual Campaign (Narthex) 
  Grocery Gift Cards (Narthex) 
  Coffee & Donuts (Brindle Hall) 

REST IN PEACE 
Please pray for those who have recently died, may they rest in peace, especially: 

 

Robert Grant 

Bob Kessler 

Louis Marchi 

Viktor Trason 

 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS 
MONDAY - 2 Kings 5:1-15b; Luke 4:24-30 
TUESDAY - Daniel 3:25, 34-43; Matthew 18:21-35 
WEDNESDAY - Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9; Matthew 5:17-19 
THURSDAY - 2 Samuel 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22; 
Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Luke 2:41-51a 
FRIDAY - Hosea 14:2-10; Mark 12:28-34 

SATURDAY - Hosea 6:1-6; Luke 18:9-14 
SUNDAY - 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ephesians 5:8-14;      
John 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

Next Weekend Music Ministry  
4:00 PM Piano/Cantor          8:00 AM Piano/Cantor   

    9:45 AM Piano/Cantor          11:30 AM Sanctuary Choir 

Music Ministry  
        4:00 PM Piano/Cantor                 8:00 AM Piano/Cantor 
       9:45 AM Sanctuary Choir             11:30 AM Cherub Choir 

There is always a possibility that one of our priests will be called to assist at other 
parishes, which would unexpectedly affect the weekend celebrant schedule here 

at our parish.  
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 Worshipping as a Community (Part 4 in a Series) 
One of my favorite memories as a kid was going to Wildwood, NJ, with my brothers and parents. We’d 

have a great time swimming in the pool and the ocean and walking the boardwalk at night. I still remember the excitement 
and emotions I felt about being there and wish I could get them back. I can’t. 
 
Emotions are feelings that we don’t easily forget. Can you imagine being present at Jesus’ Passion, Death and Resurrection, 
and the emotions that’d bring about? Imagine the sickness, the helplessness and the agony of those followers of Jesus who 
watched Him suffer and die. Imagine the abandonment and deep sorrow that Mary felt as she held her dead son in her 
arms. And imagine Mary Magdalene’s surprise and joy at seeing Her Lord risen, but confusing Him for the gardener! 
 
We were not there. But we are lucky enough as Catholics to have the Mass. The Mass brings that event – 1,987 years ago – 
to us today. The Mass IS the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus. Even more, it makes present the very Body and 
Blood of Our Lord, so that His life becomes our life! 
 
This week, we continue to focus on our Parish Vision Statement, by examining the WORSHIP component. As a reminder, 
the vision statement is: SAINT JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH IS A GROWING COMMUNITY OF FAITH 
THAT WELCOMES PEOPLE TO THE LIVING PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST. AS DISCIPLES SENT TO 
TRANSFORM THE WORLD, WE COMMIT TO WORSHIP, GROW, SERVE, CONNECT, AND GIVE.  

 
 

We often hear – or even think ourselves -- that the Mass is boring, and that it doesn’t have an impact on our life. But Mass 
is not simply a collection of phrases we hear over and over again. It brings us to the foot of the Cross and allows us to walk 
with the crying Mary, the fearful Peter or the joyful Mary Magdalene. Their emotions must be mixed with our similar 
emotions.   
 
We must bring them to the Altar at every Mass. If we include our highs and lows, our fears of Coronavirus or the next 
paycheck, or our joyful thanksgiving for a raise or a family accomplishment, then we too can feel a true impact. Remember, 
in the Mass, the priest says, “Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God the Almighty 
Father.”  We must bring what we have to the Altar, not just the priest’s prayers. We are not bystanders; we are included in 
the Sacrifice. 
 
That is why so many ministries work so hard to make Sunday Mass feel so special. The greeters, ushers, music ministry, 
servers…they all work so that you feel as though you can be real with Jesus, and He can be real with you. The Mass is not a 
place to put on a fake front. It is a place of reality, where joys and sorrows are brought to a God who knows how you feel, 
because His Son felt them all. 
 
We come together every Sunday as a Body of Christ to walk with Jesus during His Passion, Death and Resurrection. 
Without you, we are not the complete Body of Christ. Your presence is that important! And if we don’t bring our 
wholehearted participation with our joys and struggles, it will feel empty and meaningless.  

Let’s be present on Sundays, and walk this road together, so that one day, we’ll all experience the Resurrection 
together in heaven. 

As parishioners, we promise to… 
 
 gather for Mass every weekend and Holy Day of 

Obligation.  We bring with us our joys and struggles, 
are given food for the journey, and are empowered by 
the Holy Spirit to grow in love for God and one 
another. 

Therefore, we promise that Saint Joseph Parish… 
 
 provides uplifting liturgies that speak to your heart 

and are relevant to your life. 
 is a place to experience transformation, in order to 

become the person God created you to be. 



SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH  
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We Remember 
RED SANCTUARY CANDLE: Special Intention. 
TABERNACLE CANDLES: Special Intention. 
ALTAR CANDLES: For the health of John Wittle. 
AMBO CANDLES: Special Intention. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$100 Donation for Tabernacle, $50 Altar, Ambo, & Divine Mercy 
Flowers, $10 Donation for candles, $5 Donation for Pro-Life Rose 

Contact the parish office with any questions, 717-766-9433. 

Weekly Stewardship Report - March 8, 2020 

Regular Sunday Offerings: 
Weekly Goal 
 
Actual Basket Offerings: 
Weekend Offerings (envelopes & loose) 
Electronic Check - Bill Payer 
Online Thru WeShare 
Total Offering 
 
Comparison Prior Year - March 9, 2019 

 
$26,731.00 
 
 
$21,880.00 
$  7,409.00 
$  4,950.00 
$34,249.00 
 
$25,542.00 

Additional Offerings: 
Ash Wednesday 
 

Easter Flowers 
 
 

 
Capital Improvements  
   (PLEC Roof Savings Account) 

 
$     125.00 
 

$     791.00 
 
 

 
 
$     903.00 

“Building Disciples, Sharing Gifts”   

Thank you for your generosity. 

Join us for Stations of the Cross Friday at 1:00 PM or 
7:15 PM.  Following the evening Stations, 
we will have Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament, concluding with Benediction 
at 8:30 PM and a candlelight procession.  

 All are welcome! 

WEST SHORE COMMUNAL LENTEN PENANCE SERVICES 
 

Tuesday, March 17       7:00 PM       Our Lady of Lourdes, Enola 
 

Sunday, March 22         7:00 PM       Saint Theresa, New Cumberland 
 

Tuesday, March 24       7:00 PM       Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
 

Sunday, March 29         2:00 PM       Saint Katharine Drexel 
 

Tuesday, March 31       7:00 PM       Saint Bernadette, Duncannon   
 

Wednesday, April 1       7:00 PM       Good Shepherd, Camp Hill  
 

Thursday, April 2          7:00 PM       Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
                                                               Marysville 
 

Diocese Annual Campaign - 2020 Rooted in Faith 
Please consider making a commitment to the 2020 Diocesan Annual 
Campaign. Your gift will provide instruction for those joining the 
Church, support for Catholic Education, magnified evangelization 
programs and support for many human services programs, such as 
Catholic Charities.  Catholic Charities provides many services from 
shelters to food kitchens, employment services, foster care and help 
to those in need in our Diocese.  Your support of the charitable 
works conducted throughout the Diocese is vitally important and 
93% of your gift goes to support these charitable programs. This 
campaign DOES NOT fund individual Parishes, provide financial 
support for priests on administrative leave, nor the financial settle-
ments for survivors of clergy abuse.  Our goal this year is 
$234.456.00   
We will be in the narthex this weekend and next to assist you and 
answer any questions you may have.  Questions can also be directed 
to our Finance Administrator, David Maceiko: 717-766-9433. 

SERVING YOU BETTER – SEATING ARRANGEMENTS 
IN CHURCH 

You will notice that there has been an expansion of our seating 
arrangements for those who have mobility issues in both the front 
and back of the church on the right-hand side as you face the altar. 
These changes are a result of the recommendations from the recent 
town hall meetings on church seating.  The changes will allow 
people with walkers to have them within arms-reach at all times, 
accommodate having one caregiver sit with the person with 
mobility issues, or have someone in a wheelchair to have a family 
member sit next to them during Mass.  If we find that there is a 
need for more such spaces in the church, we will discuss and make 
the appropriate changes in the future. 
 

With the movement of some other pews, our church now offers 
more seating space for those waiting in line for Confessions, and 
there is more seating available in the narthex.  The narthex spaces 
are primarily for younger families who need to take advantage of 
that space with their younger, more active children during Mass. 
We ask that only those who have a real need for these pews to 
occupy those spaces.  Our large church affords enough seating 
space elsewhere for those who are able bodied.  
 

We were also asked to increase our handicapped parking spaces, 
particularly near the Keller street entrance to the church.  We met 
with the Mechanicsburg borough zoning official, and the bottom 
line is the physical layout of the area around that door precludes 
adding ADA-compliant spaces without significant re-construction 
of the parking lot.  Unfortunately, we will not be able to follow 
through with that request at this time. 
 

Some of our caregivers who need to drop someone off at the doors 
near the handicapped seating areas have mentioned how difficult it 
is for them to then find a parking space so that they can join their 
loved one at Mass.  Perhaps all of us who are able-bodied could 
keep that in mind by parking further away from the building, 
allowing for any closer parking spaces to be used instead by 
someone who is caring for a disabled parishioner.  We hope that 
these changes help to continue to make Saint Joseph a hospitable 
and welcoming atmosphere for worship, especially for those 
among our population living with a special need. 

Please pray for all who have asked for our prayers, especially those 
recently added: Rose Brockway, Margaret Coogan,                
Lea Strouse. 

 

As always, you can find the entire list at the prayer 
binder in the narthex and on our  parish website: 

ww.stjosephmech.org 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for our ill loved ones! 
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A Harrisburg Senators representative and the Senators' 
mascot, Rascal, visited us in celebration of "Read 
Across America Week" to promote their "Hit the 
Books" Reading Program. Students and teachers 
enjoyed playing Dr. Seuss-themed Pictionary and 
giving Rascal high-fives!  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations to SJS 
students on the success of 
their 9th annual Dance-a-
Thon, “Charging for a Cure 
2020”! The students raised 
over $11,000 which will be 
split equally between Catie’s 
Wish Foundation and The 
Four Diamonds Fund. Students enjoyed dancing, playing 
basketball, getting temporary tattoos, and having photos taken at 
the photo booth.  Middle school students listened to Mr. Kevin 
O'Brien give an inspiring talk before their dance session about his 
daughter Catie and the Catie's Wish Foundation. Thanks a million 
to all the volunteers, sponsors, and donors!  Go Chargers!   
 

Instructional Support - Long-term Substitute 
Needed: Trinity High School has an immediate 
opening for a long-term substitute in Instructional 
Support. The ideal candidate has training or 
certification in special education and/or reading 

specialist.  Interested candidates must have all current clearances 
required by the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania.  For more information and to apply, please contact 
Eileen Poplaski at epoplaski@thsrocks.us with your application, 
resume and clearances attached.  
 

Youth Lacrosse Day at Trinity - Young Lacrosse enthusiasts are 
invited to our Youth Lacrosse Day to watch the Trinity Shamrocks 
take on Berks Catholic on Saturday, March 21 at Trinity's COBO 
Field!  JV Girls play at 10:00 AM, Varsity Girls take the field at 
11:30 AM, and the Varsity Boys are on at 1:00 PM. We welcome 
our feeder schools and community lacrosse programs. Admission 
is free for youth (ages 1-13) and we will have free Rita's Italian Ice.  
Bring your stick and help us make a tunnel for the players! 

Please help prepare our church for Easter!  Adults, 
students, and families!!!  Anyone who can help clean 
(vacuum, mop, dust, etc.) on Tuesday, April 7, from 
3:00 - 5:00 PM, your help is greatly needed! There is no 
need to pre-register; just meet in the Narthex at 3:00 PM 

(or come as soon as you are able and join in until 5:00 PM).  This is 
a great opportunity for service hours; service slips are available!  
Thank you and God bless you! 

High School Senior Recognition Mass/Brunch 
It’s so hard to believe, but as the school year winds 
down, we’d like to congratulate all of our parish’s 
seniors as they move on from high school. We are 
inviting all high school seniors to join us for Mass on 
Sunday, May 17, at 9:45 AM, and a brunch directly afterwards in 
the school cafeteria. It will be great to have all of our graduating 
students join us for this event. Please RSVP to 
frsahd@stjosephmech.org if you can attend; we hope you do. 
Please also write to Father Sahd if you have any questions. 
Congrats Grads! 

LENTEN SPEAKER SERIES 

*6:30 PM on Fridays, March 20, 27, April 3 
Saint Joseph Catholic Church Sanctuary 

                                   (*Please note change in schedule) 
This year we are highlighting Matthew Kelly’s book 
Rediscover the Saints, which was given as a gift to all who 
attended Mass here on Christmas.  Each week during this 
series, a speaker will share information and their personal 
connection to one of the saints written about in the book.  

Extra copies of the book are available at the Parish Office.   
 

Each Speaker gathering will begin at 6:30 PM in the Sanctuary and 
the talks will conclude at 7:00 PM, at which point we invite you to 
remain with us in the church for the Stations of the Cross.   
 

Bring a friend!  Bring your family!  All are welcome! 

Register for the 2020 Diocese of Harrisburg Men’s Conference, being 
held on March 28 at Bishop McDevitt High School.  To register: 
www.hbgdiocese.org/men and click ‘Register Online.’  Early-Bird 
pricing! The conference is open to any man, Catholic or non-Catholic.   

During the winter months our Home Mission Outreach group 
partners with Christian Churches United to provide volunteer 
coverage at the Winter Overnight Safe Haven (WOSH) in 
Harrisburg. The shelter provides a warm, safe place for homeless 
men to sleep during in the winter months from December through 
March.  This year we have committed to covering the week of   
March 15-21, 2020.  Two adults (at least one male) are needed to 
arrive at 7:30 PM each night to welcome guests, offer refreshments 
and in the morning oversee wake-up and breakdown of sleeping 
area. Professional staff members are present as guests arrive and at 
an adjoining area through the night if help is needed.  Orientation 
and a tour of this clean, modern facility will be available.  We invite 
parishioners, especially members of other parish organizations, to 
consider giving one night to offer a safe haven to others during the 
winter.  For more information, contact Glenn Carnahan at             
717-580-1026 or carnahan47@gmail.com. 

Be a Part of Something Greater - Respect Life Committee 
Forming! Do you have a passion to help people in need, like 
mothers and their unborn children, those who are dying, those who 
are disabled, prisoners on death row and those they have harmed? 
Do you pray for a culture that celebrates life? God may be calling 
you! Parishioners of all ages are asked to consider joining Saint 
Joseph Parish new Respect Life Committee. Contact Joel Santolla 
at joelsantolla@gmail.com or 717-884-3457. The date and time of 
this meeting will be rescheduled and published when available.   

mailto:epoplaski@thsrocks.us
mailto:frsahd@stjosephmech.org
http://www.hbgdiocese.org/men
mailto:joelsantolla@gmail.com
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SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 
We would like to thank: 
D & D Auto Service 

for sponsoring an advertisement in our parish bulletin. 
 Please patronize the businesses that underwrite all of the 

publishing expenses of our weekly bulletin. 

WELCOME!!!   
 

We welcome the following who received 
the Sacrament of Baptism in February:  
Wyatt Henry, Gia Kell, Emmalyn Murphy, 

and Rowan Shaffer.  

Free Seminar offered for those helping 
an older family member during a life 

transition on Saturday, March 28, 2020 
from 10:00 AM– Noon, 

at Elmcroft of Dillsburg,  
153 Logan Rd, Dillsburg, PA! 

Join us for an exclusive seminar designed specifically for those 
assisting elder family members with late-life moves.  Guest speakers 
will cover Elder Law, Move Management and Real Estate.  As 
experts specializing in assisting mature home buyers and sellers, you 
will be introduced to the five most common mistakes made by adult 
children and aging parents and how to avoid them.   

Questions/ Reservations:  717-903-2403  
or email: jrsoenberger@kw.com 

The Tribunal of the Diocese of Harrisburg 
will be giving several presentations within 
the diocese concerning marriage, divorce 
and annulment according to Church 
teaching.  These presentations will be helpful for divorced 
Catholics, those divorced who wish to marry Catholics, those parish 
leaders involved in the RCIA process and any others who may have 
a vested interest because of family or friends. 

March 25 – Harrisburg Diocesan Conference Center, 7:00 PM 

April 22 – Corpus Christi, Chambersburg, 7:00 PM 

May 19 – Saint Joan of Arc, Hershey, 7:00 PM 

September 10 – Sacred Heart, Lewisburg, 7:00 PM 

September 30 – Harrisburg Diocesan Conference Center, 7:00 PM 

November 4 – Good Shepherd, Camp Hill, 7:00 PM 

November 17 – Saint Rose of Lima, York, 7:00 PM 

No prior registration is required. For further information, please 
call 717-657-4804, ext. 304, or email: tribunal@hbgdiocese.org 

Discount Hershey Park Tickets are available 
for purchase to parishioners and their families at 
a significant savings! Price of gate admission (All 
ages 3+) is $38.95, a pre-paid meal ticket is 
$12.99, a snack voucher is $4.50, and parking 
passes are $10.00.  Take advantage of these early bird savings now!  
Order forms are available online at our website 
www.stjosephmech.org, in our Parish Office, and in the narthex of 
our church.  The forms must be submitted, with payment, to our 
Parish Office, no later than Monday, April 27 by 4:30 PM. 

We invite you to listen and 
to see how your faith blossoms when you’ve got amazing, 
insightful, supportive, and fun women as companions on the 
journey!  You can listen to an episode of the Abiding Together 
podcast and each week is a different stand-alone topic for you to 
enjoy! Listen to the podcast for free using your favorite 
podcast app (iTunes, Stitcher, Spotify, etc.) or by visiting 
www.abidingtogetherpodcast.com. 

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH –  
GENERAL ACTIVITY CANCELLATION NOTICE 

 
March 11, 2020 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Recent cancellations by major nursing home facilities within our 
parish boundaries underscore the ongoing COVID-19 virus 
concern.  In an abundance of caution for our parish family, 
especially those with compromised immune systems, Saint 
Joseph Parish is cancelling numerous activities effective Sunday, 
March 15 until further notice.   
 

Following are the ONLY activities that WILL take place on 
our grounds: 
 

 Mass and other sacraments (Baptisms, First Holy 
Communion, Confession, Matrimony) at Saint Joseph 
Church (and all ministries supporting Masses in our 
church building, including choirs, cantors, lectors, 
Extraordinary Ministers, greeters, ushers, and welcome 
kiosk volunteers) 

 

 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
 

 Saint Joseph School (including enrichment programs 
and athletics)  

 

 Religious Education Program for preschool through 8th 
grade  

 

 Stations of the Cross (Friday afternoon and evening) 
 

 Lenten Speaker Series (to take place in the church; no 

meal) 
 

 Adoration 
 

 Holy Week liturgies 
 
We will continue these activities, but each individual should use 
their best judgment regarding their participation. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact the Parish Office at   
717-766-9433 or parishmanager@stjosephmech.org. 
 

Thank you for your understanding and prayers during this 
challenging time. 
 

In Him, 
Reverend Thomas J. Rozman 

mailto:tribunal@hbgdiocese.org

