
   
Saint Joseph Catholic Church



SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH  
MECHANICSBURG, PA  

Masses & Events for the Week  
VIGIL - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT   
(Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:33-37) 

     4:00 PM  Deceased members of the Legion of Mary   

 4:15 PM  Gazebo Mass – Father Thomas Sinnott (Harris) 
  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29 - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
(Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:33-37) 
 8:00 AM  People of the Parish Living and Deceased 

 +9:45 AM  Special Intention of Robin Schade (Brennan) 

 9:45 AM  Gazebo Mass - James Brell (Beckett) 

 11:30 PM  Gordon Jahn 

 2:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal (Outside Brindle Hall) 
   

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30 - SAINT ANDREW, APOSTLE 
(Romans 10:9-18; Matthew 4:18-22) 
 9:00 AM  Special Intention 
  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1 - ADVENT WEEKDAY 
(Isaiah 11:1-10; Luke 10:21-24) 
 9:00 AM  Special Intention 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 - ADVENT WEEKDAY 
(Isaiah 25:6-10a; Matthew 15:29-37) 

 9:00 AM  Tom Sahd (Sahd)  

 9:00 AM  Advent Musical Calendar (www.stjosephmech.org) 
 6:00 PM  Religious Education Program: High School (Online) 
 6:30 PM  Legion of Mary  
     (Please contact Nancy Hudock for location: 717-421-0250) 
  

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3 - SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER, PRIEST 
(Isaiah 26:1-6; Matthew 7:21, 24-27) 

 9:00 AM   Jeannette Lupachino (Cap) 
 11:00 AM  Abiding Together Women’s Group (Zoom) 
 6:00 PM  Handbell Choir rehearsal (Brindle Hall) 
 7:00 PM  Abiding Together Women’s Group (Zoom) 
 7:00 PM  Columbiettes (Zoom) 
    

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4 - ADVENT WEEKDAY; SAINT JOHN DAMASCENE,  
PRIEST AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 
(Isaiah 29:17-24; Matthew 9:27-31) 

 9:00 AM  Jason Hemphill (SJ Parish) 
 7:30 PM  Holy Hour with Prayers, Night Prayer, Benediction 
 8:30 PM  Candlelight Procession & Prayers to Our Blessed Mother 
     Public and Livestreamed (Sanctuary) 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 - ADVENT WEEKDAY 
(Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26; Matthew 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8) 
 6:15 AM  That Man is You  
 2:00 PM   Confessions  (Parish Life & Ed. Ctr.)  
 

VIGIL - SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
     4:00 PM  People of the Parish Living and Deceased   
 4:15 PM  Gazebo Mass – Increase of Vocations to the Priesthood, Diaconate  
     and Consecrated Life 
   New Hope Food Collection - (Carts - Portico/Narthex)
  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 - SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
(Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; 2 Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8) 

 8:00 AM  Georgia Weber (Schnitzler) 
 +9:45 AM  Special Intention of Paone Family (Aukerman) 
 9:45 AM  Gazebo Mass - Special Intention 

 11:30 PM  Father John Valley (Folmer)  
    New Hope Food Collection (Carts - Portico/Narthex) 
 2:00 PM  Baptism (Sanctuary)  
 2:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal (Outside Brindle Hall) 
   Religious Education Program: Pre-School and Kindergarten (Online) 
    

+ Mass in American Sign Language (ASL) 

Rest in Peace 
Please pray for those who have recently died, may they rest in 

peace. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let thy 

perpetual light shine upon them. And may the souls of all the 

faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

Amen. 

PARISHIONER: 

John Stoner 

WE ALSO REMEMBER:   

Reverend James Meade, Priest of the Diocese of Gary, Indiana 

Sister Kathleen Marie Carroll, RSM 

We Remember 
PRO-LIFE ROSES:  Special Intention. 
RED SANCTUARY CANDLE: In loving memory of James Brell, 
from the Beckett Family. 
TABERNACLE CANDLES: Special Intention. 
ALTAR CANDLES: Special Intention. 

$140 Donation for Tabernacle, $70 Altar, Ambo, & Divine Mercy Flowers, $10 
Donation for candles, $5 Donation for Pro-Life Rose 

Information on our website:  www.stjosephmech.org or call the parish office:  
717-766-9433. 

Please note, there are no flowers during the Advent season. 

All of our Masses are open to the public! Join us in Church or 
at the Gazebo for an outdoor Mass.  Join us virtually from 
our Church via livestream.  It is available on our website: 
www.stjosephmech.org, Facebook Page, MyParishApp and 
our YouTube Channel!  Our Weekend Masses can also be 
heard from our campus parking lot on your car radio: FM 
95.5. All are welcome!!! 

Our Parish will be offering additional individual 
Confessions on these dates/times. 

 

All Saturdays in Advent starting at 2:00 PM 
Saturday, December 12, 2020 at 5:00 PM 
Saturday, December 19, 2020 at 5:00 PM 
They will be held in our Parish Life and Education Center 
(School): 
 

During this pandemic, the normal Communal Penance 
Services at every parish in the deanery will not be held. 
However, the deanery is holding three opportunities for 
individual confessions to be heard by a large number of 
priests. 
 

Saint Theresa, New Cumberland 
 Sunday, December 6, 2020 from 2 PM-4 PM 
 

Good Shepherd, Camp Hill 
 Sunday, December 13, 2020 from 4 PM-5:30 PM and      
    6:30 PM 
 

Saint Katharine Drexel, Mechanicsburg 
 Sunday, December 20, 2020 from 2 PM-3 PM 

Our Mass Schedule for December 8, for the Feast of 
the Immaculate Conception, will be at 6:30 AM and 
9:00 AM in the Church.  We will be livestreaming the 
9:00 AM Mass. All are welcome! 

A D V E NT  
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TRANSFORMATION 

 
  
 
  
 

As Matthew Kelly reminds us, our prayer should start with gratitude.  During this time of 
Thanksgiving/beginning of the Advent Season, and particularly as we are in the midst of a 
pandemic, here are a few Scripture passages to reflect on and allow the Holy Spirit to move 
within your heart: 
 

James 1:2-6 
 

“Consider it all joy, my brothers, when you encounter various trials, for you know that 
the testing of your faith produces perseverance.  And let perseverance be perfect, so 
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  But if any of you lacks 
wisdom, he should ask God who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, and he will be 
given it.  But he should ask in faith, not doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave 
of the sea that is driven and tossed about by the wind.” 

Proverbs 3:5-7 

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, on your own intelligence do not rely; In all your 
ways be mindful of him, and he will make straight your paths.  Do not be wise in your 
own eyes, fear the LORD and turn away from evil.” 
 
Philippians 4:4-7 
 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice!  Your kindness should be known 
to all. The Lord is near.  Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.  Then the peace of God that 
surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” 

Order of Worship  
First Sunday of 

Advent 
 

Entrance Chant • THE KING SHALL COME WHEN MORNING DAWNS 

ⴕ INTRODUCTORY RITES 

Singing at public Masses:  We are told that 
singing is one of the easiest ways for 
transmission of the Corona Virus, since 
more air is pushed from our lungs in this 
action.  We are asked to limit singing to only 
the Cantor, who is in the choir loft for the 
entire Mass, at a substantial distance from 
the congregation. Music is an integral part of 
the celebration of Mass and we know how 
much you look forward to participating in 
our sung worship.  However, prudence 
demands that we limit the role of 
congregational singing for the present 
time.  Instead, please sing with your heart, 
and enjoy the fine musical leadership that 
always comes from the choir loft! 
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ⴕ THE LITURGY OF THE WORD  

First Reading • Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7 
 

You, Lord, are our father, our redeemer you are named forever.  Why do you let us wander, O Lord, from your ways, and 

harden our hears so that we fear you not?  Return for the sake of your servants, the tribes of your heritage.  Oh, that you 

would rend the heavens and come down, with the mountains quaking before you, while you wrought awesome deeds we 

could not hope for, such as they had not heard of from of old.  No ear has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but you 

doing such deeds for those who wait for him.  Would that you might meet us doing right, that we were mindful of you in 

our ways!  Behold, you are angry, and we are sinful; all of us have become like unclean people, all our good deeds are like 

polluted rags; we have all withered like leaves, and our guild carries us away like the wind.  There is none who calls upon 

your name, who rouses himself to cling to you; for you have hidden your face from us and have delivered us up to our guilt.  

Yet, O Lord, you are our father; we are the clay and you the potter: we are the work of your hands. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

;Responsorial Psalm • Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 

 R̷ . The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel.  

 / Lord, make us turn to you, show your face, we shall be saved. 
 

Second Reading • 1 Corinthians 1:3-9  
Brothers and sisters: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  I give thanks to my God 

always on your account for the grace of God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus, that in him you were enriched in every way, 

with all discourse and all knowledge, as the testimony to Christ was confirmed among you, so that you are not lacking in 

any spiritual gift as you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He will keep you firm to the end, irreproachable on 

the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God is faithful, and by him you were called to fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord.                                                         The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation • Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
 

Gospel • Mark 13:33-37  
Jesus said to his disciples: “Be watchful!  Be alert!  You do not know when the time will come.  It is like a man traveling 

abroad.  He leaves home and places his servants in charge, each with his own work, and orders the gatekeeper to be on the 

watch.  Watch, therefore; you do not know when the lord of the house is coming, whether in the evening, or at midnight, 

or at cockcrow, or in the morning.  May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping.  What I say to you, I say to all: 

‘Watch!’”        The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Homily 
 

Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.  I believe in one 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through Him all things were made.  For us men 
and for our salvation He came down from heaven, (at the words that follow, up to and including “and became man,” all 
bow) and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  For our sake He was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate, He suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead and His kingdom will have no end.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  
I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.  I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 

Universal Prayer • Lord, Receive Our Prayer 
ⴕ THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
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ACT OF THANKSGIVING -  AFTER HOLY COMMUNION 
 

O good Jesus,  We thank You with all our hearts for giving us Yourself, the Source of all graces, in Holy Communion. 
We thank You for all the blessings that we have received from You, especially through the Holy Eucharist, in which 
You are ever present to console us and to help us in our needs.  In thanksgiving of all Your favors, we offer You all that 
we are and have. May Your Will be done in our family and through each of us now and forever. Jesus, receive this poor 
offering. What can I give you? I give myself to You, that I may always serve You. I give You my body, that it may be 
chaste and pure.  I give You my soul, that it may be free from sin. I give You my heart, that it may always love You. I 
give You every breath that I shall breathe, and especially my last; I give You myself in life and in death, that I may be 
Yours forever and glorify You eternally.  AMEN. 

Trinity High School Calendar Raffle - Try your luck this 
holiday season and purchase a raffle ticket to Trinity High 
School's Merry Little Christmas Holiday Raffle. Each day in 
December (and on New Year's Day), we will pull a ticket 

for a gift card or cash prize. Winners are added back into the pot, so 
there's many chances to win! Proceeds benefit the Faith in Our Future 
Capital Campaign, and all contributions to the raffle will be doubled 
due to the generous matching gift funds! To see the calendar or order 
tickets, see the event on Trinity's Facebook page or email 
communications@thsrocks.us.  

What is it that makes the 
Catholic Church unique, 
among all the churches of the 
world? Join us on Saturday 

morning as Dr. John Bergsma shows us a profound and reverent 
love for the one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church rooted in 
Sacred Scripture. This online meeting format is free and open to 
everyone. We start every Saturday morning at 6:15 and are done by 
8:00.  

Contact Tony Devlin at thedevlinfamily@yahoo.com  
for more information. 

Each Thursday morning and again in the 

evening, amazing women like you are gathering via Zoom to accompany 
and support each other as we grow in faith.  We discuss an episode of 
the Abiding Together podcast, and how the ideas presented help us 
draw closer to Christ.  The topics are all stand-alone, so you can 
participate as your schedule permits. Contact Mary at 
adultformation@stjosephmech.org to learn more! 

 
Want a preview?  Listen to the podcast for free using your favorite 

podcast app (iTunes, Stitcher, Spotify, etc.) or by visiting 
www.abidingtogetherpodcast.com. 

The Fritschi Family is the October 
Knights of Columbus Council 
12788 Family of the 

Month!  
Congratulations  
Fritschi Family! 

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, November 29 collection 
numbers will be reported next week. 

 

Hymn • JESU, JOY OF OUR DESIRING 

ⴕ COMMUNION RITE 
Communion Hymn • CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT 

Spiritual Communion Prayer:  My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 
things and I desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me 
to be separated from You.  Amen.  
 
 

ⴕ CONCLUDING RITE 

Prayer to Saint Michael:  Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle.  Be our protection against the wickedness 
and snares of the devil; May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; And do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the 
power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen. 
 

 

Closing Hymn • COME, THOU LONG - EXPECTED JESUS 
 

Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 
1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed 
in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-734031. All rights 
reserved. 
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SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH
MECHANICSBURG, PA

WE THANK OUR SPONSOR OF THE WEEK

C. F. Acri and Son, Inc.
for sponsoring an advertisement in our parish bulletin.

Please patronize the businesses that underwrite all of the 
publishing expenses of our weekly bulletin.

Saint Joseph School students and staff 
recently held a food drive to stock the 
shelves of New Hope Ministries in 
Mechanicsburg. Thank you, students, 
parents, and staff! Pictured are members 
of the school’s Student Service Council 
who gathered the donations from the 
classrooms and loaded them onto the 
New Hope Ministries truck.

Saint Joseph School has the following employment opportunity: Substitute Teachers. Interested candidates must be a practicing Catholic, 
must possess at minimum a bachelor's degree, be at least 21 years of age and will need to complete all diocesan clearances. Candidates are 
expected to uphold the values of the Catholic Church and our Saint Joseph School. If interested please send a cover letter and resume to 
Mrs. Rebecca Bamberger at rbamberger@stjosephmech.org.

We will be collecting for our local New Hope Ministries food 
pantry on December 5/6 2020.   This collection will support 
much needed pantry items; as well as items needed for the 

annual Christmas Blessings distribution for our local families in need.  Most 
needed items this month include:  pasta, canned fruit, canned chicken and 
tuna, and toiletries.  Collection bins will be located in the portico as you 
enter the church.  No glass or expired donations please.  Thank you for 
your consistent generosity and support; last month you donated 1,073 
lbs. of food – Fantastic!  If you prefer to donate directly or check out 
volunteer opportunities go to www.nhm-pa.org “If you can’t feed a 
hundred people, then feed just one” - Mother Teresa

MARCH FOR LIFE, JANUARY 29, 2021:  Good Shepherd 

Parish, Camp Hill will be sponsoring a deluxe coach bus for the 

March for Life on January 29, 2021. Our Respect Life Committee is 

encouraging all of us to take advantage of this invitation. The bus departs 

Good Shepherd at 8AM and returns by 6PM. Cost is $25 per passenger. 

Contact Deb at: 717-761-1167 x 138 or dsalldin@thegoodshep.org

2020 Diocesan Annual Campaign
As of November 15, 2020

2020 Assessment                                $234,456.00

Paid to date (Gifts & Pledges):        $ 198,140.00 
Open Pledges:                                   $   10,446.00
Total Commitment                             $ 208,586.00
Remaining Goal                                 $   25,870.00
Number of Donors                                       445
As we enter this holy season of Advent & Christmas, please take 
some time to prayerfully consider a gift to the 2020 Annual Diocesan 
Annual Campaign (DAC). The campaign will conclude on January 31, 
2021 and as you can see by the report above, we are moving closer to 
our goal (thank you to all who participated). This annual fund is 
used to assist a wide variety of people & groups who are in need, 
support missionary functions of the Diocese, and provides a 
multitude of spiritual/administrative/operational support to the 
parishes, missions, and religious communities.  We are truly thankful 
for the financial stewardship that all of our faithful provide, and may 
Our Lord bless and watch over our parish family. 

Saint Joseph Ministry Highlights

Name of Ministry:  

New Hope Ministry (NHM)

Name:  Marlene Steinour

Number of Years as a parishioner:  

35 years

Ministry Position / Time:  I serve as the Saint Joseph parish 

representative for the NHM Advocacy Board which meets bi-monthly.  I 

also volunteer as a NHM stability coach, and provide my time to the 

pantry, backpack program, Christmas blessings, and the senior Christmas 

party events.  

New Hope Mission:  New Hope Ministry is a Christian social service 

agency that shows the love and hope of Christ by serving our neighbors in 

times of need and supporting their efforts for stability.  NHM serves local 

people in need and provide services to include:  basic needs, stability/

workforce development, and youth programs.  Ministry efforts encourage 

people in need to develop skills and work to get off the wheel poverty.  

Basic Needs:  food, rent/mortgage funding, transportation, medical needs 

and referral services to alternate assistance providers.

Stability Program: resumes, interview skills, job searches, career fairs, soft 

skills and basic money management training, and cooking classes.

Workforce Development to training to include:  Forklift, CDL, GED, 

Child Development Associate, Nurses Aid, HVAC certification, welding, 

Logistics and Warehouse. Youth programs provide assistance with 

homework, life skills, recreation, and educational activities.  

How has this ministry helped you grow as a disciple of our Lord 

Jesus Christ? Simply stated I love God and I love his people!  I am able to 

use my God-given gifts to help and encourage people with resumes, job 

searches, and training opportunities, and more.  For each guest I assist I 

know God has sent this person and I am his humble servant to provide 

support, love, and encouragement.  

Why do you think others should be involved in this ministry? There 

are so many ways you can help by giving your time, talent, and treasures. 1 

Peter 4:10 states: “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received 

to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms”; 

Volunteering and giving back to our local community are fantastic ways to 

grow as a disciple of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Ways you can contribute/volunteer: Communicate this information to 

anyone who could use NHM support; Volunteer in the pantry, office, 

stability coach, or youth programs, donate money on-line or mail to: NHM 

5228 Trindle Rd., Mech., PA 17055, donate a car – a parish member did 

this and said it was easy and felt so good; provide gift cards during the 

Christmas holiday; share a talent or skill.  

Contact Information:   www.nhm-pa.org or contact - Marlene Steinour @ 

717-712-9457. Thank you!
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e advantage of a unique marketing 
opportunity and become a sponsor 

on the church bulletin. 

The Church’s  
#1 form of communication with its families.

L E T  U S  H E L P
Y O U  S E L L

For Information on Advertising Please Call 
800-233-8200

to our local sponsors!

For information on advertising,
please call 1-800-233-8200

Thank you

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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WE DO IT ALL
drain opening
water heaters

well pumps
sewer  & water lines

lighting
breaker panels

system maintenance

Rockstar
St. Joseph parishoner owned

$10 off for you

to your parish
$10 gift

plus

StJoes

PA152810
717-677-1577

Katarzyna K. Ferraro M.D.

9 Brookwood Avenue
Carlisle, PA 17015

www.cntrholisticmed.com
Ph. (717) 243-0616
Fax (717) 245-2351

Center for Holistic Medicine
Functional Medicine

Autism Spectrum Disorders
Medical Acupuncture

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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