
   
Saint Joseph Catholic Church



SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH  
MECHANICSBURG, PA  

Masses & Events for the Week  
VIGIL - NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

     4:00 PM  Frank Conti (Knights of Columbus #12788) 
 4:00 PM *No Gazebo Mass. (Only one priest is available this weekend at our parish) Church 

Mass will be simulcast onto a large TV monitor in the grassy area outside Brindle Hall near the Blessed 
Mother Statue.  Holy Communion will be distributed there at the appropriate time of the Mass. 
After Mass:   Music Ministry Recruitment Weekend (Narthex) 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 8 - NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
(1 Kings 19:4-8, Ephesians 4:30—5:2;  John 6:41-51) 

 8:00 AM  Georgia Weber (8AM Ushers) 

 +9:45 AM   Joseph Bianca (Bianca)  
 9:45 AM  RCIA (John Paul II Room) 
 9:45 AM  No Gazebo Mass - see note above * 
 11:30 AM  People of the Parish Living & Deceased 
After Masses:  Music Ministry Recruitment Weekend (Narthex) 
 1:00 PM  Sacrament of Baptism (Church) 
 2:00 PM  Sacrament of Baptism (Church) 
 7:00 PM  Summer Outdoor Concert (Brindle Hall Parking Lot) 
MONDAY, AUGUST 9 - WEEKDAY; SAINT TERESA BENEDICTA OF THE CROSS, VIRGIN 
AND MARTYR (Deuteronomy 10:12-22; Matthew 17:22-27) 

 9:00 AM  Jacob Groenenboom (Coyne) 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 10 - SAINT LAWRENCE, DEACON AND MARTYR 
(2 Corinthians 9:6-10; John 12:24-26) 

 9:00 AM  Kathleen Geisler 
 7:00 PM  Knights of Columbus Meeting (Lee Horan Room) 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11 - SAINT CLARE, VIRGIN (Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Matthew 18:15-20) 

 9:00 AM  Special Intention 
 4:00 PM  SJS Back to School Open House and Food Truck Event (Campus) 
 6:30 PM  Legion of Mary (John Paul II Rm.) 
 7:00 PM  Columbiette Meeting (Brindle Hall) 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 12 - WEEKDAY; SAINT JANE FRANCES DE CHANTAL, RELIGIOUS  
(Joshua 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17; Matthew 18:21—19:1) 

 9:00 AM   Marsha Hoyer Linden (Stupi) 
 11:00 AM  Abiding Together Women’s Group (Zoom) 
 7:45 PM  Abiding Together Women’s Group (Zoom) 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 13 - WEEKDAY; SAINT PONTIAN, POPE AND MARTYR, AND SAINT 
HIPPOLYTUS, PRIEST AND MARTYR (Joshua 24:1-13; Matthew 19:3-12) 

 9:00 AM  Scott Pelton (Pelton) 
 12:00 PM  Senior Leadership Team Meeting (Brindle Hall) 
 7:30 PM  Holy Hour with Prayers, Night Prayer, Benediction (Church) 
 8:30 PM  Candlelight Procession & Prayers to Our Blessed Mother 
     Public and Livestreamed (Church) 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 14 - SAINT MAXIMILIAN KOLBE, PRIEST AND MARTYR  
(Joshua 24:14-29;  Matthew 19:13-15) 
 6:15 AM   That Man is You (Zoom) 
 8:30 AM  Parish Advisory Council Meeting (Zoom)  
 2:15 PM   Confessions (Confessionals)  
VIGIL - THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

     4:00 PM  William Piccirilli (Piccirilli) 

 4:00 PM  Gazebo Mass - Father William Sullivan 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 15 - THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY (Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;  1 Corinthians 15:20-27; Luke 1:39-56) 

 8:00 AM  Special Intention of Richard Groff (Myers) 

 +9:45 AM   John Maciejczyk (Maciejczyk)  
 9:45 AM  RCIA (John Paul II Room) 

 9:45 AM  Gazebo Mass - Diane Galdieri (Giesswein) 
 11:30 AM  People of the Parish Living & Deceased 
 12:45 PM  Announcer Training (Church) 
 2:00 PM  Cub Scout Pack 195 Rain Gutter Regatta (Brindle Parking Lot) 
 3:00 PM  Boy Scout Troop 195 Court of Honor (Brindle Hall) 
 5:00 PM  Gazebo Mass - Confirmation Students and Families 
+ Mass in American Sign Language ASL 

Rest in Peace 
Please pray for those who have recently 

died, may they rest in peace. Eternal rest 

grant unto them, O Lord, and let thy 

perpetual light shine upon them. And may 

the souls of all the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

Amen. 

We Remember 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS:  For the living and deceased 
members of the Simon and Staub Families. 

TABERNACLE FLOWERS: For the living and 

deceased members of the Simon and Staub 
Families. 

DIVINE MERCY FLOWERS: In memory of 
Rosaria Spina from Frank and Palma Spina. 
ALTAR CANDLES: Agnes Hanh 
AMBO CANDLES:  In loving memory of Mary 
and Anthony Romano, from Frank and Palma 
Spina 
RED SANCTUARY CANDLE: Special Intention of 
the Maceiko Family. 
TABERNACLE CANDLES: In memory of 
Stephania Dul, with love from her sister, Maria 
Sieradzki. 

 

 

$140 Donation for Tabernacle, $70 Altar, Ambo, & Divine 
Mercy Flowers, $10 Donation for candles,  

$5 Donation for Pro-Life Rose 
Information on our website:  www.stjosephmech.org  

or call the parish office:  717-766-9433. 

FREE OUTDOOR 
CONCERT 
SUNDAY,  

AUGUST 8 AT 7PM 
 

Featuring the Greater Harrisburg Concert 
Band. Held in the Brindle Hall parking lot - 
behind the Church. Bring a chair! Free Ice 
Cream Social following for all!  Rain location is 
in the Church. 

Important note for OUTDOOR MASSES 
August 7/8: Outdoor Mass change for this 
weekend. Due to only one priest being 
available next weekend, we will replace the 
gazebo Masses with a televised simulcast of the 
Mass from the church building. This can be 
viewed from the grassy area outside Brindle 
Hall near the Blessed Mother Statue for those 
not comfortable with attending Mass inside the 
church building, and Holy Communion will be 
brought to that location during the simulcast. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THE MASS:  OBLIGATION OR ENCOUNTER? 
 
We believe that the Mass is “the source and summit of the Christian life” (Lumen 
Gentium #11).  It is the highest form of prayer. It is a prayer of praise.  It is thanksgiving 
(the literal meaning of “Eucharist”). But even further, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
makes present the one sacrifice of Christ our Savior (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
#1330).  The Church makes present, in a sacred meal, the pure and holy sacrifice of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father, for the remission of sin. Heaven and earth meet at 
this event.  It is a place where our deepest prayers rise to the heart of God. And, when 
we present our open hearts to God in this sacrifice, God then showers us with grace so 
that we may be assisted in this life. 
 
This bulletin blurb appeared somewhere years ago:  “There is a huge room in heaven 
filled with boxes of brightly wrapped packages. Many, many gifts for each of us. God will 
take us to that room when we get to heaven. In surprise we ask God, “Why now?” God 
will answer us, “They were the gifts I prepared for you while you were on earth. They 
were waiting for you every weekend at Mass. These are the ones you didn’t pick up. 
They contain answers to prayers, encouragement, and many of the things you asked for. 
I had to wait until now to give them to you.” 
Don’t miss your weekly gift! 
 
And so, the Mass is the most important event during our week.  We have the opportunity 
to encounter all that God wants for us in prayer.  We have the privilege of responding, 
along with the rest of our family of faith, to the One who gave us life, when we are 
present at such a special event.  Next week (August 15) our Diocese is lifting the 
dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass.  Yes, we look forward to gathering every 
week now in our spiritual home so that we can benefit from all that the Mass has in store 
for us.  Bishop Gainer also states, for those still concerned about gathering in large 
groups indoors, the following in calling us back to in-person Sunday Mass:  “As is always 
the case, this obligation does not apply to those who are seriously ill, who have a serious 
health risk, such as those receiving therapies that suppress immunity, as well as those 
who have serious anxiety because of large groups. Likewise, the obligation does not 
apply to those who care for loved ones who cannot attend Mass in person (Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, no. 2181). Whenever legitimately excused from Mass on Sundays 
and Holy Days, you are urged to spend time in prayer, meditating on the Death and 
Resurrection of the Lord, reading the Sacred Scriptures, and uniting yourself to Christ in 
His worship of the Father of us all. Also, you are encouraged to view a broadcast of the 
Mass.”  For the full text of Bishop’s letter, go to www.hbgdiocese.org.  
 
When 2 priests are available here at Saint Joseph’s, we will continue to offer the outdoor 
“Gazebo Mass” on Saturdays at 4:00 PM and Sundays at 9:45 AM.  We will continue to 
livestream the 9:45 AM Church Mass each week. 
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2021-2022 REGISTRATION - We are currently taking 
registrations for next school year.  Spaces are very 
limited.  Please contact Amanda Koerner, Director of 
Development, with questions about Saint Joseph School 
or the admissions process at akoerner@stjoesmech.org 
 
Saint Joseph School has the following employment 
opportunity available. Candidates are expected to 
uphold the values of the Catholic Church and our     
Saint Joseph School.   
 

Substitute Teachers: An interested candidate must be a 
practicing Catholic and must possess at minimum a bachelor's 
degree. Candidates must be at least 21 years of age and will need to 
complete all diocesan clearances.      
 
If interested in the substitute teacher position, please send a 
cover letter and resume to Mrs. Rebecca Bamberger 
at rbamberger@stjoesmech.org 

The 13th Annual Lauren and Spencer Day Golf Tournament 
will be held on September 11, 2021, at Rich Valley Golf Course 
in Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania, to raise money for the 
Lauren and Spencer Day Foundation. Visit Trinity’s website  for 
more information about the event. We hope you will consider 
joining us and/or making a donation. Participants who can register 
and pay early will help us simplify the process on the day of the 
tournament. Questions:  717-258-6695 

Employment Opportunity  
Saint Joseph School Extended Day Program 

The Saint Joseph School (Mechanicsburg) 
Extended Day Program has an opening for a 
caregiver 2-3 afternoons per week from 
2:15 PM - 5:30 PM. Responsibilities include 
playing with and helping children, assisting 
children with homework, helping to serve 

snack, cleaning up after snack, and other duties as required by the 
program director.  
 
Applicants will need to complete or submit (done within the past 
12 months) all necessary employee clearances and background 
checks along with a valid driver’s license.  If you are interested in 
earning extra income while performing a very rewarding service, 
please contact Linda Schneider at lschneider@stjoesmech.org. 

THANK YOU to all who came out to 
donate for the  Central PA Blood Bank last 
Sunday.  Over 50 folks attempted to donate!  

Thank you for giving the gift of life! 

Saint  

Joseph  

School 

Weekly Stewardship Report - August 1, 2021 

Regular Sunday Offerings: 
Weekly Goal 
 
Actual Basket Offerings -  
Weekend Offerings (envelopes & loose) 
Electronic Check - Bill Payer 
Online Thru WeShare 
Total Offering 
 

 
Comparison Prior Year - August 2, 2020 

 
$ 26,731.00 
 
 
$ 19,391.00 
$   5,075.00 
$   6,417.00 
$ 30,883.00 
 

 
$ 26,942.00 

 
Additional Offerings: 
Capital Improvements (PLEC Roof Savings Account) 

Missionary Cooperative 

 
 
$      796.00 
$   1,879.00 

“Building Disciples, Sharing Gifts”   

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM (REP)  
2021-2022 

September is right around the corner! REP starts after  
Labor Day!  Signing up is easy and on-line through our 
website:  

www.stjosephmech.org/religious-education 
 
 

We have Pre-School Programs on Sundays during the 9:45AM 
Mass, held in the Parish Life & Education Center. 
 

For Students in grades 1-8 classes are held Monday evenings in 
the Parish Life & Education Center.  There are two session times to 
pick from:  4:15 PM-5:30 PM or 6:30 PM-7:45 PM. 
 

High School Program-Wednesday evenings 6:00 PM-7:00 PM. 
We will be using the Chosen Program from Ascension Press. 
These will be held in the Lee Horan Room. 
 
 

Questions: Contact Mr. Mark Rebuck at cre@stjosephmech.org 

Interested in becoming Catholic?  Are you an adult needing 
any Sacraments?  Join our RCIA Program (Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults)!  We will start meeting in August!   
For additional information please contact Suzanne Bruzga at 
evangelization@stjosephmech.org or 717-766-9433. 

If you would like to support the Mission Cooperative,  your 
donations can be placed in an envelope marked “Mission 
Cooperative Appeal” and placed in the collection basket or dropped 
off at the Parish Office. Checks made payable to Saint Joseph 
Catholic Church.  You can also contribute thru WESHARE.  The 
link is on our website:  www.stjosephmech.org/online-giving.  Any 
questions, call the Parish Office 717-766-9433. Thank you for your 
continued generosity helping those in need. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THAT MAN IS YOU! Join 

That Man Is You on Saturday 
morning for Episode 6 of The 
Chosen, the groundbreaking, multi-

season show about the life and ministry of Jesus. We start 
this free, online meeting format that is open to everyone, 
every Saturday morning at 6:15 and are done by 8:00. Contact 
Tony Devlin at thedevlinfamily@yahoo.com for information. 

Our Annual Christmas Fest will be held 

on Saturday, November 20, 2021, from 8:00 AM 
until 3:00 PM in the Saint Joseph Parish Life and 
Education Center.  This year’s event will feature 
craft vendors, silent auction, raffle, food, bake 
sale, and children’s crafts.  

Volunteers are needed.  
Contact Valerie at: vjdspn@verizon.net 

Columbiette Fundraising Event - Sunday, August 22 
The Columbiettes have teamed up with Hoss’s Steak & 
Seafood House on the Gettysburg Pike (right next door 
to Stauffer’s of Kissel Hill) for a fundraising event to 
continue our mission to provide to the needs of our 
church, school and community. 

 
Please look in next weekend’s 
bulletin for an insert with the 
coupon code to take with you to 
Hoss’s on Sunday, August 22.  More 

details will be on the flyer. 

Abiding Together  
Women’s group studies  

Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation:  

The JOY of  the 
GOSPEL  

beginning August 12 
Each Thursday for 5 weeks beginning August 12, women like you 
will gather via Zoom to study  Pope Francis’ “Evangelii Gaudium”, 
a.k.a. The Joy of the Gospel. We will explore what it means to me a 
missionary disciple who first encounters Christ personally.    

We will listen to the podcast independently, then meet via Zoom to 
discuss it. Choose between daytime or evening — whichever fits 
your schedule.    

  

Contact Mary at adultformation@stjosephmech.org to learn more! 

The Knights of Columbus is 
sponsoring a bus trip down to 
Baltimore on August 21.  It costs 
$25.00 per person and is open to 
anyone in the parish who would like to 
go.  The checks would be made out to 
the Knights of Columbus.  See below 

to the info on the trip: 
 Meet at 11:30AM at the Camp Hill Shopping Center 

to catch the bus 
 1PM-2PM Tour of Cathedral Mary Our Queen 
 2PM-4:30PM Travel to The Walter's Art Museum 
 4:30PM-5PM Travel back to the Cathedral Mary 

Our Queen for Mass 
 6PM Dinner at a restaurant in Baltimore, (everyone 

pays for own meal) 
 8:30PM-9PM Get back home 
 
Interest or questions, contact Sam Messinger by 
8/15/2021 by email:  875tigertiger@gmail.com. 

The Harrisburg Diocesan 

Council of Catholic Women invites 

all women of the Diocese to join us at 

the Fall Mini Retreat on Saturday, 

September 25, at Saint Catherine Laboure 

Church, 4000 Derry Street, Harrisburg, PA 

17111. The theme is “Joined in Our Faith”. 

The day begins with registration at 8:15 AM 

Mass will be celebrated at 9:00 AM, 

followed by 2 morning workshops, lunch 

and 1 afternoon workshop. The day will 

end with the Divine Mercy Chaplet and 

closing prayer.  
 

Register by contacting Brenda Wolf at 717-658-8191 or email: 

brendaangel.musicwithmama@gmail.com.   
 

Please make checks payable to: “Seton District Council of Catholic 

Women” Registration deadline is September 15, 2021. Please bring a Rosary 

and bible. See the HDCCW website, hdccw.webs.com for additional details 

and other Diocesan CCW information.  

Eucharistic Adoration every Friday Evening  
starting at 7:30 PM 

Join us in the Church for an hour with our 
Eucharistic Lord. We will pray together and 
silently. Pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy together.  
Benediction is at 8:30 PM and we conclude with a 
candle light prayer to Our Blessed Mother. All are 
welcome! Come, let us adore Him! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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We thank our Sponsor of the Week:
C.F. ACRI AND SON INC.

for sponsoring an advertisement in our parish bulletin.
Please patronize the businesses that underwrite all of the publishing 

expenses of our weekly bulletin.

A Take Out Slavic Food Fest & More will be held by Saint Ann 
Byzantine Catholic Church on Saturday, August 21 from 11 AM 
to 5 PM or until we are sold out, whichever occurs first. All food 
will be available for takeout only. A Slavic Dinner will be available 
for $12. Ala cart items will also be available. Pierogi, frozen by the 
dozen with Potato & Cheese, Farmer Cheese, Cabbage, Sauerkraut, 
Prune or Apple fillings will be sold for $6. Smoked Kielbasi will be 
available frozen in rings or sticks for $7. Dessert offerings will be 
available. Sorry, Nut Rolls will not be sold at this event. Activities 
include: Divine Liturgy at 10 AM, Vespers at 2:00 PM, church tours 
& presentations, a money raffle, a Slavic gift shop and a basket 
raffle. Food quantities are limited, the sale is on first come first 
served basis, no pre-orders will be taken. 5408 Locust Lane, 
Harrisburg, PA www.StAnnByz.org

RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND

SEPTEMBER 10-12
Many couples continue to struggle in a 
marriage but are not willing to give up on 
each other. There is hope. Retrouvaille is a 

program designed to help struggling marriages regain their health. It 
helps a husband and a wife rediscover or re-awaken the love, trust 
and commitment that originally brought them together. The 
program is highly successful in saving hurting marriages, even 
bringing reconciliation to couples who have already separated or 
divorced. 

For more information about the September 10-12, 2021, Weekend 
for Couples, contact the registration team at 717-356-2185 or visit 
HelpOurMarriage.com. 

Morning Star Shooting Star 5K Run and Walk for Life
September 11, 2021 - Starting on City Island, Harrisburg, PA 

Register on line at: https://marathons.ahotu.com/event/
morning-star-shooting-star-5k or on race day at the Carousel 
Pavilion on City Island at 7:00AM.  
Join together with Life-supporters in our community for the 
Shooting Star 5K Run and Walk for Life to benefit the Life-saving 
mission of Morning Star. Funds raised from this annual event go 
towards helping women, children and families in Central 
Pennsylvania. Your support will provide us with the critical 
resources we need to serve the more than 2000 clients who come to 
Morning Star for counseling, treatments, ultrasounds and material 
assistance. With your help, we can reach even more women and 
families in need! Thank you for your support!

SAVE THE DATE:  
September 25-26

Our Saint Joseph Parish will 
host a free exhibit, open to the 
public displaying The Eucharistic Miracles of 
the World based on the Catalogue Book of the 
Vatican International Exhibition.

The Exhibit will be in Brindle Hall and Lee Horan.  
All are welcome!!!  

For more information on what is included, please go to 
http://www.therealpresence.org/eucharst/mir/
engl_mir.htm 

MECHANICSBURG AREA MEALS ON WHEELS 
(MOW) is celebrating 53 years of service to the 
Mechanicsburg community.  We are located at 201 E. Green 
St.,  Mechanicsburg.  We are in need of volunteer drivers and 
navigators to help deliver Meals to Area Clients on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays.  We are looking for people to help 
on Fridays, arriving around 10:30 AM for a delivery starting 
approximately 11 AM and returning to MOW around noon. 
For more information, please contact the following:  Monday 
and Friday chairperson: Mick Rovito phone 410-870-254.  
Most routes average 10 stops and are grouped to save time 
and mileage.  Join our group and enjoy meeting fellow 
volunteers as well as doing a service to our clients who rely 
on our meals.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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WE DO IT ALL
drain opening
water heaters

well pumps
sewer  & water lines

lighting
breaker panels

system maintenance

Rockstar
St. Joseph parishoner owned

$10 off for you

to your parish
$10 gift

plus

StJoes

PA152810
717-677-1577

 
 

ake advantage of a unique marketing 
opportunity and become a sponsor 

on the church bulletin. 

The Church’s  
#1 form of communication with its families.

L E T  U S  H E L P
Y O U  S E L L

For Information on Advertising Please Call 
800-233-8200
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